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BED I CAT 10 N, 

not underftand the Original much bet- 
ter than my felf, but as its Novelty 
may make a Copy of it agreeable in 
any Language. And I am the apter 
to b.Iieve, it may not be unaccept- 
able to your Lordftiip, not only as it 
includes a general idea of the Cuftoms 
and Pohty of a Nation,, upon which 
all Europe are now intent, but from 
the extraordinary Events of its late 
Monarch's Life, which was perhaps as 
adiive and feverc a Couile of every 
kind of Fortune and PoUticks, as ever 
cxercifed the Soul of Prince. _, 

Whether the Author has treated "Kis 
Subjed accoiding to its Dignity, I 
leave to your Lordlhip and others tcr'; 
deiermine : I have endeavoured to 
make him fpeak our Language, for'* 
the Ufe of thofe who arc unacquaint- 
ed with his own. With what Succels 
I fubmit alfo to better Judges : Of this*" 
I am aflured, that in rendering his 
abridged maiiner of Writing into Eng-.f 
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lipy I have fufficiently experienced the 
Trur/i of Horaces ; 

'Diddle efi propria Commmia dicere — 

For the reft, my Lord, I refer your 
Lordihip to his own Preface, which, 
as ic gives fome Accounr of his Work, 
was thought proper ,to be annexed to 
the Tranflation. 

I might here take occafion, my 
Lord, aker the Example of my Bre- 
thren, the Bad Writers qf thcfe fad 
Times, to expatiate into abundant 
Encomium upon your Lordfliip's high 
Quahties, great AbiUties, and heroick 
Virtues j but upon confulting my Ge- 
nius I find ic fo unequal to the Prai^ 
You mufl: defcrve, that I choofe ra- 
ther to fupprefs my Paflion for your 
Reputation, than to injure your Lord- 
(hip by an aukward Effect of it. 

TJie Compliments, too frequent in 

writings of this kind, {ecm rathep 
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what an Author makes to his own 
happy Facukies of Diftinguiihing, than 
the real Chara6terifl:icks of the Noblq 
Perfbn to whom they are addrcflcd. 
To underftand exalted Merit, feems 
to imply a kind of Superiority in him 
who pretends to it, and is, methinks, 
a tacit Infinuation of a Capacity for 
fomething more: At leaft the Great 
alone can praifc each other. My 
Lord, I hope, I never ftiall have a 
Vanity of this kindj and when I af- 
fore You, the World entertains the 
higheft Hopes of your Lordiliip's fu- 
ture Excellencies, from the early Pro- 
mifes of your Youth, I only fpeak 
the Opinion of others, which I am 
glad to believe my felf. 

Another Inducement for prefenting 
your Lordfliip this Volume, and which 
I cannot help thinking no vulgar 
Motive, is the Obligation I am under 
for the Improvement of my Reafon 
(tho' not fo gre^t as that of many 

otjieis 
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others, from the W«nt nf Leifire and 
Capacity) to the excellent Works of 
your truly illufttious Father. Works! 
which the bcft Judges agree, will 
for ever be ranked amongft the Firft 
(if not T H B First) of Writings, 
by all but * Such, whofe Intereft it 
is to fupport eftabliihed Prejudices, 
too tender for lb exquifite a Crite- 
rion. 

This, my Lord, I own is but a 
poor Return for what muft be the 
greateft oE Benefa^ions, as the Re£li- 
tude of the Judgment and the En- 
largement of the Soul infinitely tran- 
(cend all other Advantages. It is 
however of the Nature of Gratitude 
to intend to be grateful, tho' de- 
fecftivc in the Means — But whatever 
other Wants I may have, fuffer me 
to afllire You, my Lord, That of the 



* Etithflfiafts in Criticifin, Moriliiy, Philofophy, and 
Religiun. 

utmoft 
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utmoft Refpea for your Lordihip^, 
Perlbn and Virtues, will jiever be of 
the Number, and that I am fond 
of this publick Occjfion of expreC- 
fmg, how much I have the Honoar 
to be. 



^^"^ My Lord, 
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THE 

Author's Preface. 



I N giving this Hijory to the Fuh^ 
lick I have had more regard to tb^ 
Dignity of the SuhjeB^ than the 
Manner of treating it. It includes 
a Reign, upon which all Europe 
was long intent^ mtwithjianding the Dherfity 
of OhjeBs that might "well kave dejerved a 
Share in its Attention. It treats of a Throne 
qbtained by Policy and immenfe Profufons^ 
heldfc'ueral Tears by Perfeverance and un^ 
wearied Application^ notwithjlanding the ut^ 
mo ft Efforts of Sedition and the Spirit of 
Party, kfl to Revenge^ rejiored by AffeBim^ 
and pojjejfed in Confequet^ce thro* an alternate 
Succejion of Complaints and Applaufes. His 
would require one of thafe Pens^ for which 
the Pubhck referves its utmoji Favour and 
Approbationy and Mine is very far from be- 
i^i ^f that Number . The Employments and 

Occajiom 
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Occajiom which have obliged me to vi^t mojii 
of the Courts of Europe^ have left me ^oerfi 
little leifun to exercife my fdf in WritingS 
But I have at kafi the Advantage in returriy 
if having feen with my own Eyei^ and of 
knowif^ from my felf or from Perjons well\ 
informed^ the greateji Part of the FaSis T\ 
relaii;\ t\ 

Many Perfons would here take Occajion to 

mortify the Piiblick with an unnecejfary Re- 
cital of their awn Adventures^ and to intra* 
duce a tedious Detail of fuperfiuous Perfo^ 
nalities: But I am too fenfible of the Ridi^s 
cule offuch Behaviour to fall into it ff^yfelf^ ^ 
It does not at all concern the Publicky to 
know thofe Circumjlances of my Life^ which 
havefupplfd me with the Knowledge necejfary 
tQ the writing of this Hifiory : For^ befde^^ 
thaty I cannot enter into Accounts of ;/iyJ 
felf without Indijcretim^ fuch N(irrativei 
would be of no Confeqttence at all to the un^' I 
derftanding of the Events I treat, 

^e Reader mujl not ixpe^ to find in my 
Work a yournal of AuguftusV AmoursS 
T^hat Prince, the moji Gallant of his ^ime^ 
might Jiipply fiifficient matter of that kind for 
Folumes; hut I muJl obferve that it is not 
the King of Poland'i Life which I write^ 

ana 
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dMd muck left the Hijlory nf his Ammm^ 
What Ipropofe is to give ajuji Idea efwhat 
he did as King ^Poland from Sobie^kiV t§ 
bis own Death. I leave to fuch ai pleaje tQ 
tfe ikem, a thoufand little Storia whick 
do not enter into my Plan, and which my 
Profefion does not admit me to defer the ^ and have 
too good an Opinion of the Pumick to appre^ 
bend their reproaching me for the Omiji-- 

An Apprchenfion of another kind feems t$ 
me better founded^ which J jhall beg leave to 
repeat. Monfeur Voltaire has publifhed an 
Miflory o/"Charles XII iC/??g"o/* Sweden, which 
is now in e^ery Body's Hands. I have read 
ii with Attention, and find both He and I 
often treat the fame SuhjcB^ but certainly 
differ vaftly in ourfiating FaBs. Should he 
he asked how this happens y I don't know what 
bis Anjwer would oey Mine is eajy^ and 
Whis. 

Mr. Voltaire has wrote a Poem in Verfe^ 
upn the Civil Wars ^France in the T^ime of 
Henry IV* and feems fond of making another 
in Profe upon the King of Sweden s Wars. Con- 
vinced that a Bookj withfo celebrated a Name 
tQ it as bis^ could not fat Uf being well received^ 
he has not been at much trouble in examining his 

Materials^ 
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Mafertah^ hut has taken them in grofs^ ran o-^ 
ver them hgbtlyi and mingling the whole witM 
a Rapidity of Stile and Images^ that engage! 
the Reader* s Attention^ he fcarce regards wbe^^ 
ther his Defcriptions of Towns ^ Sieges and Bat^ 
iks^ are true or not. He contents himfelfwitk^ 
the Probable y and ventures the CorreBion of a- 
Multitude of Witneffes flill livings or whofe\ 
Memoirs are publick. 

The Siege of Kigd, in ijoo is an Infancet^ 
jujlify what Ifay^ According to the Poetical 
Hijtorian^ the Place was bejieged in form^ the\\ 
Attacks were pujhed with vigour ^ and the De-d 
fence of the Bejieged was warm and ob/linate* ^ 
*^ The King of Pohady Jays Mr, Voltzirc, be- 

** fegcd the Place inperjon • , Count FI era- 

** mi n^ Jince Minijier of Poland , a great Man 
*' boih in the Camp ana Cabinet^ and the Sieur 
« Patkul preffed the Siege in the King's Pre^ 
** fencey the one with all the ABivity of his 
** Cbaradier^ the other with all the Obftinacy 
** of Revenge, But notwithjlanding the fever al 
" Advantages which the Bejiegers had gained^ 
** the old Count Alberg'i Experience fruf rated 
** their Endeavours,^' 



What Difference there is between this Ac- 

count and all others^ which agree in Jaying^ 

that the Befiegers only f red a few Cannon Shot ; 

. / ^^'^^ that 
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tbat the King and his Generals prejed the In^ 
habitants more by Promifes and Threats ^t/jan by 
vigorous Attacks V that * till the iStb ^' Auguft 
the Time pajjed in Preparations -y that the 6tb 
^September they began to throw Bombs info 
the place y but rather with intent to frighten 
than do damage to the Bejieged I that tbefame 
thing had been done a few Days before upon 
making trial of the Mortars i and that the 
red hot Balls frot into the Town two Days af^ 
ter^ were to as little effeSl as the Bombs? Then 
is not the leafl Foundation in this for the Idea 
Mr, Voltaire would give us of the ABivity and 
Obftinacy of the Generals^ Befdes which, far 
from finding feveral Advantages gained by the 
Bejiegen^ upon a nearer Examination we jhalt 
eb/erve^ that the fire of the Artillery from the 
To^m^ which was not inferior to thai of the . 
Saxon Army^ ought to ha'ue done more da* 
mage to the Befiegers, than they did to the 
Works. 

Who can know Al tena in the Defcription Mr^ 
Voltaire gives us of it ? " Altena, /ays he^ lies 
** above Hamburgh upon the River Elbe, 
** which carries Fefeis of tolerable Burden 
« into its Port:' However all the World 
knows that Altena is bel&w^ and not above 
Hamburgh, The Poetical Hifiorian^ by con^ 
fulting any Map^ might have learnt the true 

Situation 
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Bifuatkn of that ^own^ and have found it hki 
na other P&rt but the River, What be /ays of- 
t9rmards is mt more exaB. His Ttoops^ fays hi 
Jj^aking of St€ivhoz]^y were in the Suburbs with 
Torch in band, A weak wooden Gate witkt$ 
Fojp already filed up^ were the only Defence of 
Akcna^ In hearing bim fpeak of Suburbs^ 
might not one conceive Altena a con/iderabk 
City^ with Suburbs at leaf to ity whereas in 
reality Altena is it f elf no more than a Suburb 
without the Gate of the City of Hambarghi 
and when he mentions a Gate andFof^^ might 
it not be imagined^ that hefpeaks of a fortified 
7*own? It is however certain^ that there are 
m Works at Altena^ and that it never was in" 
ckfed with fuch a Fojje as is ujual in fortified 
Places^ uniejs that Name may be given to a kind 
s^ Drain for carrying off the Water after great 
Rains. Mr, Voltaire'i whole W&rk abouna 
^ith Negligences that would di^r ace an Hijla^ 
ty^ tho' they are excu fable in a Poem ^ efpeci^i 
ally when we refieB that the Poefs defign was 
not to inflruB^ but to delight with lively and 
ammated De/criptions; that if Veracity bein^ 
dijpenfbly necefjary to Mifiory^ it is not equal* 
lyfoto a Poety wbo is often in tbe right to pre- 
fer to a languid and difagreeabk T^ruth a 
Probability that gives Life and Sfirit to his 
Narration, It was for wartt of entering into 
this way of thinkings that an illufrious Se* 

nafor 
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naUr of Sweden /poke of Mr. Voltaire mth 
the utnmft Contempt, He confidered bis Book 
Qnly as en Hi/iory^ whereas bad be taken it 
as a P&em^ he c^ld mt have denied him due 
I Praije. 

As I am fenfible it is mt in my P&wer fa 
make my Readers the fame amends in point 
■ ^ of Style, I have kept the clofer to HiJIorical 
^ruth , and have omitted nothing that might 
conduce to that EffeB, Full of ReJpeS and 
Admiration for the Virtue of every Country^ 
I have mt been prejudiced in favour of any 
Nation I and if I have drawn fome Perjbns 
in colours not to their Advantage^ their Von* 
duB^ 'wbicb it was my duty not to dijguije^ 
was bad and irregular ^ I have bad no reJpeB 
to Perfons^ and t-he Primate R^dzicWski^ tb& 
Archhijhop of Gnefna and a Cardinal^ is as 
little fatter" d in my Bcok^ as the Seculars 
and Men of the Sword. On the contrary his 
double Dealing and the Spirit of Tre^on^ 
which animates that Prelate during the ^rou^ 
hies of his Country^ feem to me a monftrout 
Characiery and infinitely more unpardonable 
in an Ecclefaftick than the turbulent and 
feditious Difpofuion of Jome of the Gran^ 
dees. 



ms 



lJ)h Hijiory is confained in four Booh^ of 
which each concludes naturally with fome 
confider able Events as thedsuble EleSHon oftht 
two Competitors for the Crown of Poland ; 
Auguftus delivered at length from the Prince 
of Conti'i Oppofition \ 7he Battle of Nar- 
va and the Dethroning of Auguftns. I 
thought proper at each of thefe affcBing Pe^ 
riods, to give the Reader an Opportunity of 
fujpending his Study and Attention. The o- 
ther Books are difpofed in the fame Method* 
I leave the ref to the Ta/ie and Decifon 
of the Publick 
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B O O K I. 



VROPE had loDg been harrafled Gen««lSt- 
gj^ withanalmoftunivcrfalWar. Thtf^^^f^ 
'Turk , whofe Conquefts had open- the Reign 
cd him a Paffage thro' all Juftria"^ ^''^''M • 



to the Gates of it's Capital, had feenhis for- 
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midablc Army under the Walls of Vienna 
overthrown and difperfed Seized in his Turn 
with the Terrors, into which he had thrown 
all Germany^ and reduced to fly before the 
Troops he had defpifed a few Days before, 
bethought himfelf happy in having brought 
oflf the Ruins of his Army to his ancient 
Frontier. 

Lewh the Fourteenth, whotn a Train of 
uninterrupted Succeffcs had made the Ter- 
ror of his Neighbours, had confen ted to fuf- 
pend by a Truce the antient Qiiarrel be- 
tween his own, and the Houfe of Aujiria^ 
and, to ufe the Language of thofe Times, 
* the Sun had flopped his Courle that Jopua 
might have Time to conquer the Canaanifes : 
But being fatisfied with the Meafurcs he 
had taken with the Emperor in that dange- , 
rous and difficult Conjuncture, he did not 
think it proper to continue him thofe Suc- 
cours which were become lefs neceffary, 
and which he forefaw he fliould have Oc- 
cafion to make Ufe of himfelf, in the Exe- ■ 
cvicion of the Changes he meditated at home. 

The Revolution in England^ and the fa- 
mous Treaty of Aupurgh^ had given Rea- 
ion to the greateft Part of Europe to enter into 
Engagmcnts againft France ^ and that Crown 
had to fupport it felf at the fame Time a- ' 
gainft the Emperor and the whole Empire, 

* The Sun was ai that Time almoft in all the Devitea of 
thit Momrch, 
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$pain^ England y Holland^ Savory and other 
confederate Powers- 

The Party taken by the Emperor in this 
War was the moft advantagious to the Of- 
fman Intereft the Divan could defirc. It 
cx:cafioned a Dlverfion, that gave the "Turki 
Time to take Breath j and they no longer 
apprehended an Enemy, who, inftead of 
augmenting his Troops and drawing them 
all together for the entire Conqueft of Hun- 
gary^ laid himfelf under the Neceflity of 
employing them elfewherc. 

It is true there was an Alliance fubfift-^^^^^^^* 
ing between the Emperor, the King of P^- Emperor? 
iand^ and the Venetlam\ but as the Empc-P^Ajw^^and 
ror had reduced himfelf to the Defenfive/''/'^^^ *' 
the Venetians w^ere in no Condition to adl|-^"i^ 
ofFenfively alone ; and Leopold by an unac- 
countable Policy had deprived himfelf of 
the King of Poland\ Afliftance, That He- 
rOj whofe Valour and great Abilities the 
Turks had before fufficienily experienced, 
had a great Share in the Glory of the Cam- 
paign, which drove them out of the Em- 
pire ^ and Aiijiria could not deny without 
Ingratitude it's being indebted for the Pre- 
fervation of it's Capital to Sohiejki. 

This Monarch was however not treated The Em- 
by the Emperor with all the Gratitude hisPf^j^^'^ 
glorious Services might give him Reafon^^^!,^!^, 
to expea. In an Interview between them, 
Leopold affeded a ftiff» punfliiious Cereoio- 
B 2 nial 
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nial, and piqued liimfelf ynfeafonably iipon 
making a Prince fenlible of his Superiority, 
who had jufl before recovered him Vienna^ 
Aufiria^ and Hungary^ and who for no ch 
thcr Reward than the Glory of relieving an 
Ally, had left his own Dominions^ and 
come to prcferve him from the common 
Enemy* 

The Emperor, when he faw his Affairs 
on that Side were fo re-eftabhlhed , that 
he could fpare ihe King of Poland^ was bet- 
ter pleafed to diiguAi and by that Means in- 
duce him to retire^ than to multiply Obli* 
gations at his own Expence, The wretch- 
ed Winter Quarters, affigned the Poles ^ 
werefufficienilyexpreffive of his Sentiments 
in regard to them. Thus the Generofity 
of Sohiejki in flying to th« Relief of Fienna^ 
the Prodigies of his Valour, admired even 
by the T'urks^ and the Dangers to which he 
cxpofed his Perfon in the Battle of Barca, 
had no other Return than the Coldnefs of 
a Court, from which he deferved the high- 
eft Gratitude and Acknowledgment. 
Ir^^Snr '^'^*^ Coldnefs of Behaviour was not all; 
oppofchfmthey carried it fo far as to do him ill Of- 
in every ficcs, Sobiijki had defired one of the Arch- 
dacheffes for Prince y^^M^f his eldeft Son: 
His Propofal was rejeAed, and, to add to the 
Refufal, Meafures were taken to prevent the 
young Prince from efpoufing the Princefs 
of RadziviL The immenfe Fortunes ia 

her 
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her Poffeffion feem^ lo the Emprefs a Tuf- 
ficicnt Motive for traverfing that Alliance. 
The Imperial Miniftcr managed fo well^ 
chat the Princefs was married to Prince 
Charles of Neuburgb^ the Emprefles Bro- 
cher, notwithftanding her prior Engage- 
ment to the Prince of Poland^ lo whom, 
for the Secority of her Promile, fhe had by 
Writing in Form rcfigned her Eftate , in 
cafe flie ftiould fail to perform it. 

In vain would the King have put this 
Writing in Execution, Thro* the Intrigues 
of the Imperial Minifters, the Diet of Grod- 
no came to nothing ; and all the others which 
he aflembled during his Life had no better 
Saccefs. The Court of Vienna thought 
themfekes fufficiently acquitted in marry- 
ing a Princefs of the Houie of NeuBurgh 
CO Prince James i an Alliance fo well re- 
commended^ and fo afFedting to the Queen, 
that file fpared no Expence however confi- 
derable to promote it. 

Thefe were not the only Difficulties the ^'^^^r- 
King had to furmount. He could not feehemet-l 
without Grief Kaminiek^ the only Fortrefs the K ng 
the Poles had on that Side, fubjeaed to^^^ 
the I'urks^ and with it Podolia^ one of the " ' 
moft fertile Provinces of the Kingdom, lie 
had promifed himfelf not only to regain 
them, but all the Republick had loft under 
the Kings, his Predeceflbrs. This the De- 
ftiny of Poland would not admit. They 
B 3 were 



The Hijicry ^/Poland Book I. 

were not qpw the fame Poles who had fol- 
lowed him thro* Dangers with fd much 
Ardour, when he was only Grand Marfhal 
!pr General of th© Crown. They feemed 
to hav^ forgot their Viftorics under his Con- 
duft, and betray ani Indolence fe only to 
difconcert his Projefts. 

Even in his own Family fprung up two 

Enemieg not a little formidable, as they were 

both Men of Capacity, and in Employments 

that gave them the greatelit Authority. 

Intrigue of Qne of them, JVielopolJki^ was Grand 

_ J. Gpo Q\y^^^^\\^^ Qf (.[^g Crown, and the Queen's 

Brother-in-Law* He had framed a Con- 

fpiracy, and by the Number and Quality 

of his Aflbciates in the Projedt^ was capa- 

ble of occafioning great Revolutions in the 

State J but a Diftemper, which in a few 

Days proved mortal, difconccrted his Scheme, 

and delivered the Court from that Danger. 

Asfoon as he perceived an Intrigue, of which 

himfelf was the Soul, was upon the Point of 

falling to the Ground by his Deatb,he burnt all 

the Letters oftheConfpirators,to prevent the 

King's Knowledge of their pernicious Defign, 

Conduaof The other was Radziewjki^ the King's 

Gtrtirnd near Relation, whom he h^d raifed to the 

pignity of Archbiihop of Gnefna. That 

high Station, to which the Primacy of Fo- 

land is annexed, did not make fo great an 

Impreflion upon him, as the King's Refu- 

fal to procure him the firft Cardinals Hat 

in 
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in his Nomination. Sobiejki had beftowfed it^ 
upon the Bifhopof M?r/i'i//fx, who had not a - 
little contributed to his Eleftion- The Pope 
afrerwardsofhisown Accord granted him the 
Purple. This ungrateful Prelate made noother^ 
Return for thefe Honours, than to apply them 
perpetually in Oppofuion to the Meifure??, 
which the King his Benefaftor thought fit to 
take for theEftablifhmenc of his Family. 

Ingratitude feemed irifeparable from So-^^r^y^'^-m 
hiejki's Favour and Services. The Sapiebas^J^jl'j/'^' 
were in a great meafure indebted to hinfjfor 
the Dignities they enjoyed in Poland. He 
had brought them out of the Duchy of 
Lithuania y where, notwithftanding their 
great Riches^ they lived in obfcurity, com^ 
pararively to the Condition m which he 
found Means to place them by his Cre- 
dit. He did indeed make life of them to 
counterpoife the Power of the Patz, whofe 
Party were no way favourable to him: And 
that Motive the Sapiehas conceived equiva- 
lent to all he had done for them ; fo that 
believing themfelves under no Obligation, 
they took upon them tooppofe him in every 
thing: At the Diet of GrW/i£? mentioned 
before, they entered into a Treaty, with the 
imperial Minifters, and diffolved it. Prince 
^flwfj wasprefent at that Meeting, in Hopes 
of being admitted to accompany his Father 
under the Canopy, and feat himfelf by his 
Side : At which the Sapiehas took Umbrage,* 
B 4 ap^T^Kt^- 
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apprchcnfire left the Nation » accuftomed 
to fee chac Prince fo near the Throne, ftiould 
fefolve to place him upon it after the King's 
Death. Which Apprehenfion made a 
ftronger Impreffion upon them as their own 
Views of it were not very remote. They 
flattered themtelves cither to fecurc the 
Crown, or at lea ft to difmember the Du- 
chy o{ Lithuania for themfelvesj which 
Duchy they already governed almoft as 
Sovereigns. Senlible the King could do no- 
thing without Diets , they always found 
Means to introduce fuch Incidents, as rcn- 
dered their Meeting ineffeftual Their 
Quarrel with the Bifhop of Wilna occafi- 
oned no common Dirorders. 
Qttand of Sapieha^ General of the Troops of Li- 
^^pi^^f^^th.:ama^ had quartered a Garrifon upon the 
of V//#/' Lands of that Bifliop, who complained ex- 
ceedingly of fo great a Violation qf his Im- 
munities, That Prelate after feveral ufelefs 
Endeavours excommunicated the General, 
who got himfelf ablolved by Radziewjki, 
This Affair divided the whole Kingdom, 
and was a Pretext for diiTolving the Diets. 
The fatal Divifion continued during all the 
Reign of SobiefiL 

The King, oflFended to find fuch Diffi- 
dence and Coldnefs in a Nation, whofe Glo- 
ry was his only Aim, and piqued with the 
repeated Oppofition of the Perfons he had 
loaded with his Favours, at length made a 

Refolu- 
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Refolution conformable to his Age, the State 
of his Health, and the Intereft of his Ifluc* 
From a Prince, liberal to Prodigality when 
only a private Perfon , he entirely changed 
his Condud, and corrected his former Ex* 
cefs by falling into the contrary Extreme, 

A Court always refident in one Place could 
not avoid abundance of Expencea to fup- 
port its Grandeur. The King and Queen 
led an itinerant kind of Life, and never ap* 
peared in the Capital , but when the Sea-* 
Ion, or fome indifpen fable Qccafion confin- 
ed them there. The Poli/h Court was fome- 
times feen in one Province, fome times in 
another s vifiting the King's Lands either ia 
RuJ/i^f th^Ukrainey or elfewherej and by that 
Means fzving all, that Pomp and Luxury 
would have confumed at 0'^ar/aw, The 
King expended little, and nothing wichout 
Rcluftance, From Profufion he fell to Oe- 
conomy, and from Oeconomy to A varices 
which Alteration has the Apology of being 
\tk the EfFeft of his Will than his Policy. 

The Queen had made this Frugality ne-M^^'^f' 
ceifaryj by the great Expences flie had been o^^cono^ 
at in promoting the Alliances, which ap-ni^* 
proached her Children to the Points fhe had 
in View. Eefides the great Sums of Money 
flie had facrificed to the Marriage of her Son 
Prince y^;«^f J with the Princefsof A^^w^oi/rj^A, 
and to that of her Daughter with the Ek- 
ftor of Bavaria; ilie had perfedilyltxperi- 
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experienced the Force of Money, during an 
Interregnum y in determining the Parties 
that difpofe of the Eledion; and fhe was 
far from being willing her Children fhould 
lofe a Throne^ for want of what was ne- 
cciTary to affure them a Number of V'^oices: 
At all Events flie thought a rich and weigh- 
ty Patrimony would be a Confolation to them, 
if ihey fliould not fucceed their Father ; and 
it muft be allowed , if Riches could do ir^ 
file gave them Reafon enough to be con- 
tented without a Crown. 

The Age and Infirmities of the King were 
another Motive with her for haftening her 
Difpofitions, As he rofe to the Throne by 
a Gradation of DignitieSj that infenfibly ap- 
proached him to it, his Reign did not be- 
gin till the filtieth Year of his Age. The 
Fatigues of War had added very much to 
his bodily Infirmities; a Bloating which was 
turned into a Dropfy left no Room to expefh 
he could live much longer. He did not how- 
ever dye of that Diftemper. It fcemed to 
give way to the Medicines he made ufe of, 
and it was generally believed he was better 
in Health, when a Fit of the Apoplexy on 
the ly^June 1696, overthrew that Opi^ 
nion. By Degrees he came to himfelfj as 
if from Slumber, when he was informed of ^ 
his Danger. He then defired to take thai 
Sacraments of the Churchy which hereceiv*] 
cd witi^ great Prefence of Mind; he em- 
braced 
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braced his Children^ recommended ihem to 
his Frieflds, received again the laft Abfolu- ^^ j^ 
tion, prefentiy after which his Fit rerurncd,^^^^ 
and he expired at nine the fame Evening. »<^6. 

Thus ended the Reign of one of the great- n^ ^^^^ 
eft Heroes Poland ever produced. He was 
born 1624, arid made Grand Mar (hall of 
the Crown i66f. Two Year3 after which 
he rofe to the Dlgniry of Great General of 
the Kingdom. To thefc Honours were add- 
ed Grand Marter of the Houftiouldj Pala- 
tine of Cracow^ &c. Poland ^ that Time 
thought it impoffible to reward an OfScer 
fufficiently, who had delivered it from the 
infamous Tribute, which the weak Michaei 
Koribut^ who then reigned, had confent- 
ed to pay the Tarh. Sobiejki avenged his 
Country by the Vlflory of Cochin, He had 
before recovered for the Rcpublick lixty 
Towns in the Ukraine where the Cojacks 
had rofe in Arms* A long Series of Vi£to- 
rics or Conquefts fliortened the Interval be* 
tween them and the Throne^ and even af- 
ter he was affured of it, by his El eft ion 
May ID, 1674^ that he might defer ve the 
Crown by ne^ Services, he delayed fifteen 
Months the Ceremony of his Coronation, 
to juftify ft ill better the Choice of the Rc- 
publick. That Interval he applied in attain- 
ing fuch Advantages frona the ^urks as re- 
duced them to folicite a Peace* It was con- 
cliidcd ax ZurowTia 1675, and continued 'till 
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1696. Spring 1683* That Year, fo glorious to this 
^■^^V^ Monarch, by the Relief of Vienna^ opened 
him a new Career ^ the paft was the Ear- 
neft of the future^ and the Emperor and the 
Poles might have affured themfelves of a 
long Series of Triumphs, had not the Jea- 
loufy of the one , and the Divifions of the 
others been invincible Obftacles to their Pro^ 
grcfs- When difgufted in Germany he would 
have confined himfelf to the Interefts of Po* 
iand^ his Generals complained, that bis Pre- 
fcnce laid them under too much reftraint, 
and left them no Opportunity of fignalifing 
themfelves ; and after his having complyed 
with their Inclinations, when the great Faults 
they committed obliged him to refume 
the Command of his Army , they feconded 
him fo ill, that they put it entirely out of hie 
Power to do any Thing of great Impor- 
tance. 

Sobiejki was to Poland what Vefpafian was 
to the R$man Empire i each of them rofc 
by the fame Degrees and the fame Virtues 
from the Command of Armies to fovereign 
Authority; and boih are reproached with 
the fame Failings; to finifh the Parallel^ 
Sobiejki did not leave the Sceprer to his Son, 
Poland had perhaps gained a "titus thereby, 
but the Cuftoms of the Kingdom would not 
admit it , and tho' the Pgle^ ihould have 
inclined to take one of his Family for the 
King's SucceiTor, their Choice could not 

have 
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have been confirmed without great Diffi- '^9^- 
cukics* They looked upon the eldeft as the^^^"^'"^ 
Son of che Grand Marihall only, and gave 
the Quality of Prince Royal to the Prince 
born after his Father's Eleftion, 

Their Mother was not without her Hopes, DivifMmof 
:txli thcEledion undeceived hen The im-^i^ Eibtc 
menfe Treafures in the King's Coffers were 
divided equally between her felf and the 
three Princes her Sons , and the Partition 
made with very good Order and Union, on- 
ly three Rings and as many Watches fee 
with Diamonds were mifllng^ and that 
Lois, tho' computed at an hundred thou- 
land Crowns , did not feem conliderable 
enough to occafion much Enquiry* The 
Divifion of the Lands of the Royal Family 
took up more Time, but was conduced 
with the fame Concord and Unity. 

The Primate Raiziewfii was in the Coun-Bcgbtiin^ 
try when an Exprefs brought him News of ^* t^= ^^^ 
the King's Death ; upon which he went ^^J^^* 
immediately to Warfaw^ where he made a ^ . 
magnificent Entry. All the Senators then ia j 

that City, with all the great Officers of the 
Crown, came out to receive him, and to add 
to his Train. In Quality of Archbifliop of 
Gnefna and Primate of Poland^ the Regen- 
cy of the Kingdom, during the Interregnum^ 
veiled in him , and in the fame Right the 
Royal Authority, till the Coronation of the 
SuccelToL Upon his Arrival he repaired to 

the 
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"^^-A the King's Apartment to view the Body/ 
^^ and after his Prayer, and having placed a^l 
Crown fet with Jewels at the Feet of the? ' 
Bddj he gave the neceflary Orders for call- 
ing the Provincial Diets, that prepare the 
general Diet. An Aflembly of the Bifhops, 
Senators, and the great Generals of Poland 
and Lithuania concluded with the Primate 
to fend Circular Letters into the Provinces 
to fignify the Interregnum , and give them 
Notice to prepare all Things for the Diet i 
to difpatch Couriers to all the Courts of Eu- 
rope to notify the King's Deaths to rein- 
force the Garrifons upon the Frontiers, and 
to aflign them pay out of the Revenues of 
the Crown; to provide for the Security of 
Fort-Trinity and the other Conquefts in Mol-^ 
davia. The Precaution in regard to the 
Fort was the more neceiTary, becaufe as it 
lay very near Kaminieck^ into which the 
Turh had lately thrown a great Convoy, it 
was to be feared they would take the Ad- 
vantage of this Conjundture to feize alfo up- 
on that Place. 

The Reader will excufe me for interrupt- 
ing a little the Thread of this Hiftory to* 
make fome Obfervations eflential to the 
right underftanding of it. For the few^ 
who have no Occafion for fuch Explicati- 
ons^ there are great Numbers who do not 
know the Meaning of Inferior Diets^ Poft- 
polite and other Terms, with which an Hi- 

ftory 
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ftory of Poland muft neccflarily abound. 
It is an Hiftorian's Duty to adapt himfelf to^ 
all his Readers* 

The Government o^ Poland is a Mixture T^icaofthe 
of the Monarchical and Ariftocratical j the fo- ^"^J^^. 
vcrcign Authority is divided in great meafure/>4,/4j,^, 
between the King and the Rcpublick, repre- 
fented by the Diet on fpecial Occafions, or 
the Senate in the ordinary Courfe, when the 
Diet is not affembled. 

The Senate is compofed of the Bifliops, The Se^ 
the Palatines, the Caftellans^ and the ten"^^^' 
great Officers. 

The Bifhops have the firftRank^ andarel^J^c Bi- 
fixteen in Number, of whom KtowzixA Smo-^^^' 
lenjkozvc only titular, fincethofeCicies have 
been disjoined from Poland in Favour of 
Mtifcovy. Upon a Vacancy of thefe Titles, 
there are feldom wanting Eccleiiafticks e- 
nough to follicite for them, as they give the 
TiTle and Rank of Senators. The Archbi- 
(hop of Gnefna is always the fir ft Perfon of 
the Senate , and Head and Regent of the 
Kingdom in the Interregnum. By his Au- 
thority he can coin Money, and iflue his u- 
niverfal or circular Lecxers to all the Orders 
of the Republick, for their holding inferior 
Diets V and he can appoint the Time for 
the Meeting of the General Diet, He alfo 
proclaims the King upon his being elefted. 
The Poles conceived a Prelate the firteft to 
be truftcd with fo great an Auchorityj ap- 

prehenfivc 
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1696- prehenfive if a fecular Pcrfon fliould have ir, 
^^^''^^^"^he might abufc it to fet the Crown upoa his 
own Head, The Archbifhop of Leopol or 
Lemherg is next in Rank. 
ThepAk- The Palatines of Poland are what the 
tines. French call Semchaux or Grand BailUes 
(cbief Magiftrates of a certain DifiriBJ 
Each of them in the Army commands the 
Troops of his Palatinate, prefides in the AC- 
femblies of the Nobility of the Province, and 
ads juridically in many other Refpefts. Un- 
der him is a Vice Palatine* The Thirty 
two Palatines of Poland and Lithuania are 
the fir ft Secular Senators^ and tho' general- 
ly fpeaking the Caftellans and Starofts are 
of an inferior Rank to the Palatines, there 
is an Exception in Favour of three of the 
Caftellans and one Staroft, who have the 
peculiar Privilege of honourable Places a- 
mong the Secular Senators of the firft Or- 
der, The Caftellan of Cracow is firft Se* 
nator, the fecond and third are the Palatines 
of Cracow and Pofnania alternately. The 
reft rank in the following Manner, The 
Palatines of Vilna and Saudomir^ the Caftel- 
lan of Vilna^ the Palatines of Kalifcb, of 
I'roki and Siradie^ the Caftellan of l^roki^ 
the Palatine of Lencicia, the Staroft of 5^- 
mogifia , the Palatines of Brzejcia in High 
Polandy of Kitm^ Tn^mladijlaw^ Ruffia, High 
Volbinia^ High PodoUa^ Smolenjko^ Lublin^ 
Lojk, Bekzi^ Novogrgdeck, Pkjko, Vitepfi, 

Mazovia^ 
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Mazovia, Podlachia^ Rava^ Brzefcia in '^96- 
Lithuania^ Cbelm, Meijlaw^ Marienburgb^^^^^^^^'^ 
Barklow^ Pomerania^ Minjki and Czernikow. 
Some of thefe Palatines are only titular, their 
Palatinates being now under other States : 
Kiow^ Smolenjko and Czernikow arc of this 
Nunniber. 

The Caftellans are next immediately to The c^ 
the; Palatines, and are of two Kinds, Great ^^l^^^. 
and Little. The Great arc Thirty two in 
Number, the other limitfed to Forty nine. 
Each of them is a Senator, the Palatine's 
Lieutenant, and chief of the Nobility in 
their refpedtive Diftridt. 

The Ten principal Officers of the Crown The ten 
are the Grand Marftiall, the Chancellor,f;^^' ^®- 
the Vice-Chancellor, the Treafurer and the 
leffer Marfhall of the Courts which Offi- 
ces are double, the Kingdom of Poland and 
the Dutchy of Lithuania having each a 
Grand Marfhall, Chancellor, and the other 
* great Officers of State. 

The Nobility of no Country in the WovW^'^^^Hp 
have carried their Prerogative to fuch ^n^ajh^ollv 
height. None but themfelves are qualified ty. 
for Offices, or can poflefe Eftates either in 
the Kingdom or the Dutchy. The Peafants 
• are all Slaves, and the Burghers, confidered 
as low Artifans, or at leaft as Merchants, 
can hold only a few Hoiifes in the City, or 
a little Patch of Land within a League of 
it. Strangers have no better Treatment; 

C whatever 
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1696. v\rhatevcr Nobility they can pretend, what- 
'^'"'^'^^^ ever Services they do the State in their Ar- 
mies qualify them, no farther, and are very 
fortunate if they rife to the Poft of a Colo- 
^ nel. It feldom happens that they attain 
to that of a Major-General, \yhich is much 
the fame as a Brigadier in the Service of 
France y the Nobility have engroiTed the fole 
Power to eteA their Kings, to give them: 
Minifters^ a«d Senators in lieu of Council, 
to prefcribe their own Laws, and to grant 
themfelves Privileges. To them belongs 
the Defence of the Republick, when it ap- 
pears that the King would exceed the Li- 
mitations prefcribcd him in the Treaty, 
(called. P^^^ Conventa) vf\i\Q\i they make 
with him before his Coronation. 
The petty When an ordinary Diet is fufficlent, the 
^^^'' whole Nobility are not affembled: A mul- 
titude of Perfons of Diftind:ion could not 
affift at it without Confufion ; nor could 
the largeft City contain fuch Numbers. At 
fuch a Time the Nobility meet in their re- 
fpeftlve Palatinates, and there form thofe 
LeJJ'er particular Diets^ which chufe De- 
puties for the General Diet. Thofe Depu- 
ties , whom the Poles call Nuncio's , have 
certain Powers limited by their Inftruftions, 
amongft which is always exprefTed or un- 
derftood, an Obligation to conferve the an- 
cient Conftitutions of the State, and the Pri- 
vileges and Liberty of the Republick. 

But 
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But on extraordinary Affairs, that require '^96. 
an immediate Remedy, the whole Nobili-rpj^^p^^ 
ty are fummoned, which is what they czMpoHte. 
Pojpolite , and has fome Refemblance to 
the antient Arrierban of the French No- 
.bility. At fuch a Time all the Gentlemen 
mount on Horfeback, and none but the 
Chancellor and Starofts [Governors of Fron- 
tier Towns] are exempted. 

The King has by Law the Choice of the General 
Place, where the Diet affembles; but upon^'^^' 
the Complaint of the Lithuanians ^ it was 
granted them, that out of three Diets, two 
Siould be held at WarfaWy and the third at 
Grodno in their Dutchy ; and from this Con- 
defcenfion it is now eftablifhed into a Cu- 
&.om. There arc two Diets for, which the 
Law has affigned certain Places i that of 
the Eleiftion at Fola^ a Village half a League P^^<^«' 
from Warfawy and the Diet of the Corona- ^^i^^ 
tion muft indifpenfibly be held at Craco^v. 

When the particular Diets of the Palati-^^^J^^^ 
nates have come to a Refolucion, and cho-piet. 
{tnthtiv Nuncio' Sy iheNuncio*s repair to the 
General Diet, which always opens with the 
Eledion of their Marfhall. He muft be Choice of 
chofen alternately, either from Great or Lit- J^^^^^^'" 
tie Poland or Lithuania^ and this Election 
is commonly very warmly difputed. To 
this Charge, which expires with the Diet, a 
very great Authority is annexed. It is this 
Marfhall impofes Silence, and negotiates be- 
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169^. twecn the Diet, and the King and Senate: 
'^^^"^''"^^He reprefents to the Throne the Senfe of the 
Nobility in regard to the Redrefs of publick 
or private Grievances: The Court, v^rho 
know the Importance of having this great 
Officer in their Intereft negleft no Means to 
engage him, and in the Diets of Eledion* 
the Pretenders to the Crown fpare nothing 
that may incline him in their Favour. 

As all the Courts of Juftice a(ft in the 
King's Name, theirjurifdicftionisat anEnd, 
as foon as the Primate publifhes his Declara- 
tion of the Interregnum : All private Affairs 
and Law Proceedings are then fufpended till 
the Coronation of the SuccefTor. The Ju- 
rifdidtion of the Marfhals only fubfifls as 
ufual, and a fpccial Court is eredled to take 
Cognizance of what happens during the E- 
ledion. After this Digreffion, which its 
being ufeful in preventing our frequent In- 
terruption will excufe, I go on to the Hi- 
flory. 
Refaut^on In feveral inferior Diets warm Debates 
of the Pet- }^^ J arofe, and they had broke up without 
^ ^^^^* coming to any Refolution. Kt Marienburgh 
Blood had been drawn by fome of the No- 
bility, who grew fo hot as to come to Blows. 
Nor was that of IVarfaw more pacifick j for 
the refl, there had not been known a great 
while a more general Tranquillity amongfl 
them. In thefe it was concluded that the 
ufual Compliments of Condolence fhouldbe 

made 
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made to the Queen, and the three Princes, '^96- 
yameSy Alexander ^ and Conjiantine ^ that 
the Primate and great Generals fhould be 
returned Thanks for their Care of Affairs 
during the Interregnum, and defired to con- 
tinue it for the publick Tranquillity; that 
the foreign Minifters (hould be obliged, ac- 
cording to Cuftom, to withdraw from the 
Place where the Diet of Election was to 
meet, and the whole Royal Family includ- 
ed in the fame Regulation ; that all Grievan- 
ces fliould be enquired into, and new Ar- 
ticles added to the Capitulation, to which 
the Prince ele£t (hould be obliged to fwear 
before his Coronation j that Regard (hould 
be had to the Conventions made with the 
late King, and to the Preten/ions oi his Fa- 
mily ; and laftly, that the PofpoUte or gene- • 
ral A(rembly of the Nobility (hould be fum- 
moned. The Nuncio's were inftrudted to 
ufe their Endeavours that the general Diet 
might terminate the Eledlion in fifteen Days ; 
the Nobility having engaged to unite in the 
(Iridtcft Manner for the Security of the Ca-^ 
tholick Religion, the Tranquillity of the 
Kingdom and the Freedom of the Eledion. 

Prince "J antes being informed of the ^^-^.james 
folution of the inferior Diets, did not ftayr^"'^^\ 
for the Order to quit Warfaw, but retired,}^;;;' ^^^''" 
feme Days before the Meeting of the. gene- 
ral Diet, to a Caftle nc^r Dantzick^ where 
be attended the Succefe of his Parties Mea- 
C 3 futc^ 
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fures. The Queen, who pleafed her fclf with 
r^^^ ^ believing the Refolutions of the general Diet 
Queen his would be more favourable than thofe of 
pother jj^e Inferiour had been, imagined her Pre- 
without fej^ce at Warfaw eflential to her Son's Inte- 
Regard to reft, and leaving Zolkiew^ where the late 
*^on^ran- ^^^z'^ Eftate had been divided, (he went 
cesof the to J avarow. With Intent to proceed from 
gei^aje. thence to the Capital. The Palatine of 
Plojkow, the Crown General, and feveral 
other Senators gave her to underftand, 
that a Step of this Kind would give Offence 
to the Nobility, and that (he could not 
but a6t againft her own Intercft by fuch a 
Contempt of Refolutions founded upon th^ 
known Laws. The Primate, who, 'till the 
meeting of the Diet fummoned for ^uguji 
29, was gone into the Country, returned 
the 20, and in Conjunftion with the Sena- 
tors, appointed the Palatine of Califcb to 
wait on the Queen. That Princefs heard 
his Reprcfentations, and notwithftanding 
continued her Journey to the Capital, where 
fhe arrived the 23. and took up her Lodg- 
ing in her ufual Apartment in the Palace. 

The 29th oi jiuguft^ the Day appointed 
for the opening of the Diet, it opened accord- 
ly with the ufual Ceremonies; the Cardinal 
Primate celebrating ponti|ically the Mafs of 
the Holy Ghoft. After which they went to 
the Szopay a vail Barrack of Planks in the 
Form of an HaU> erefted at the Expcnce 

pf 
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of the Republick to {hcltcr the AiTemWy 1696. 
from the Weather. It is called alfo Colo^ '^^'Y^^ 
and furrounded by a Ditch with three Gates 
to ejJter it. Here the Diet affembles. 

According to Cuftom it began with the Prdimin- 
Eledtion of a Marflial, the choice of whom ^^ ^^«^- 
was very warmly contefted, but with lefs 
Surprize as it was no more than was ex- 
pefted. Poland the Lefs pretended it was 
their Turn to give the Diet a Marflial, 
and Great Poland infifted upon the fame 
Thing; but thought fit, however, to ac- 
quiefce by Way of refcrving that Right till 
the following Diet. They forcfaw this 
Meeting would not be decifive, and that 
there would neceffarily be another for the 
EleAion. Lithuania penetrated this Motive, Contdi for 
and objedted, that Great Poland had the *^« Choke 
Right of choofing the Marfliall from their ^^i/"^ 
Body, and ought not to deprive them of 
the Dircdion in the following Diet. The 
Mifunderftanding rofe fo high, that the 
Bifliop of Pt)/hania imagining an extraor- 
dinary Method neceflary to calming their 
Violence, came to the Aflembly in his Pon- 
tifical Robes. But this Conduft was with- 
out Succefs. There was an Air of Extrava- 
gance in it not at all agreeable to the Nun- 
cio's ; the Tumult continued, and the Af- 
fcmbly broke up without coming to any 
Refolmion. The two : following Diets on 
the 30th and 31ft had no bettet Succefs. 
C 4 It 



14 The Hifiory of Poland Book I. 

1696. It was then propofed, that the Diet (hould 
^""^""'^^"^ be held without a Marfhal ; but that did 
not remove the Difficulty, but transferred 
it to another Diet, in which had the fame 
Refolutiqn taken Place, to prevent Feuds, 
whilft the Queftion was undecided, it was 
to be feared it might introduce a Cuftom, 
that would deprive their Affemblies of a 
Diredlor, always neceflary to the Support 
of good Order. 
Marihai On the firft of September^ the Deputies 
*^^^' of Lithuania put an End to this Difficulty, by 
declaring, they agreed that Little Poland 
fhould this Tinie appoint the Mafffial. 
Upon which both the Poland^ made then\ 
their Compliments, and Homienijkiy Lieu- 
tenant Colonel of the Artillery being eledled, 
received the Staff of Office, and was inftalled. 
He thanked the Diet fpr their Cpnfidence in 
him, exprefled by ^n Inftance of it fomuch 
tp his Honour, which he promifed to jufti- 
fy to the utmoft of his Power by a Condudl, 
with which they fhould have no Reafon to. 
he difTatisfied. 
Regujati- On the third the Nuncio's pf the Palati- 
nates put the Queftion, whether their Body 
fhould deliberate, feparately, and indepen-^ 
dently of the Senate, or fhould aft jointly 
with it, for the Sake of Unanimity, and the 
Difpatch of publick Bufinefs. It was next 
ipoved to examine into the Regularity of E- 
ledtion of the Nuncio s j but as fuch an En- 
* ' c^^xj 
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quiry muft have been attended with many »696- 
Inconveniences, of which Protraftion was ^■^'''^'^^^ 
one of the * leaft, it was refolved, the Nun- 
cio's Ihould join the Senate, and that fuch 
of them whofe Right of Eledlion fliould be 
dilputed, (hould not have actual Voices in 
the Diety 'till they had given full Satisfadion 
in Anfwer tq the Objedions againft them. 

After which the Nuncio's in their For- T^^X ^- 
malities went to the Hall of the Senate, tj^cScMtc. 
where the Marfhal made a Speech, in 
which he exprefled in the livelieft Terms , 
tjie fad State of the Kingdom by the King's 
Deceafe ; he then complimented the Primate 
ijpon the Pains he took for the publick 
Service, and concluded with obferving up- 
on the good Di/pofition of the Nobility, to 
unite with their' whole Power for the good 
of their Country. 

This Difcourfc was anfwered by the Pri- 
mate, who propofed the Points, upon which 
the Piet was to deliberate. 

I. A Confederacy of all the Members Propofai* 
of the Republick for it's Repofe, Safety, ®^^^^' ^"" 
and Liberty. II. The Laws and Conditi- ^^^^* 
ons, to the Obfervance of which the future 
King ftiould bind himfelf, to be commu- 
nicated to all who fhould afpire to the 
Crown. III. The Means to extinguifli the 
Animofitie$ and Divifions fo troublefome in 
the late King's Reign, and to prevent the 
like Difpr^ers for the future* IV. The 

Payment 
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Payment of the Army, and an immediate 
Remedy for the Seditions^ which began to 
break out in feveral Places. V. The Ne*' 
ceflity of a Provifioti for putting the Ar- 
tillery into better Condition. Vh The Ad- 
vantage of a general Coin, to prevent Dif- 
orders occafioned by the diverfity of Spe- 
cies* 

He exhorted the Nobility above all 
Things to avoid the Abufes, that had crept 
into the two preceding Eleftions. ** That 
** of King Michael^ he faid, was tumultuous, 
" That of the late King by Deputies, The 
** fmallnefs of the Number ought to have 
" occafioned their Tranquillity 5 but on the 
*■ contrary, the Candidates were known to 
*^ purchafe Voices by Profufions> that were 
^ a Reproach to the Nation. It is for our 
*^ Honour to fhun fuch Inconveniences in 
" the enfuing Election, and fmce we are now 
*^ to give the Republick of Poland an Head, 
" that may reftore it's antient Splendor, 

it is incumbent upon us to choofe the 
'* moft deferving Perfon we can, Remem- 
*' her, I conjure you, that the Crown is 
" given and not fold. He then propofed, 
" that the Diet of Eleflion fhould be re- 
** ferred to the following Spring/' which 
was the feventh Point he recommended to 
the Confideradon of the Preliminary Diet. 
Thus this artful Prelate, under the Appear- 
ance of giving the Nation Leifure to make 

an 
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a a excelkuc Choice^ referved for fome time i696< 
the lovereign Authority in his own Hands^ -'''"VNJ 
and deferred the Difpolal of a Sceptre, he 
was refolved to fell as dear as he could to the 
bcft Bidder of the Competitors- 

Whilft the Primate's Propofitions were in 
Deliberadon, advice came, that the Tkr- 
tars had made an Irruption into ihc Neigh- 
bourhood oi Zoikienv ; that they had taken 
a great Number of Slaves, drove off abun- 
dance of Cattle, and fet Fire to the Corn 
in fuch a Manner as had entirely deftroyed 
the Hopes of the Harveft ; and what was 
ftiU worfe, this Piece of bad News was 
followed by another the more ungrateful as 
it left the RepubUck no Means of reveng- 
ing the Hoililities of the Tartars. The 
Army of the Crown had entered into a 
Confederacy, upon Pretence of not be ng Confetic- 
paid for feveral Years paft. They had ^^^3^ ^^^***^ 
chofen for their Leader, one Bogijlaus Bar- ^^^ 
umwjki an Huflar in the Company of Prince ^ 
yojeph Lubomirjki^ Under- Marflial of the 
Crown, Baran(mfii was not of the moft 
diftinguiflied Extra<flion ; an Archbifhopof 
Gnefita of that Name was the fir 11 who en- 
nobled the Family. His Audacity was the 
fole Occaflon of their cafting their Eyes on 
him. He was chofen unanimoufly Chief, ^^^^ ^ 
or Marflial of their Confederacy. He was ^/ choica 
not rich: He began with railing Cent ri-^*^^^*^^'^^^ 
butions^ and afterwards fent Deputies to the )r^^^^ ^' 

Die( 
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1696. Diet to demand the Arrears due to the 
'-^^'^^^Army. 

Tho' this Confederacy differed very little 
from a Revolt, the Diet did not fail to give 
Audience to the Deputies : But they talked 
in fuch Terms as gave Reafon to fuggeft, 
that Baranowjki was confcious of being well 
fupported. Thofe to whom the Revolt 
might be ufeful were fufpedted. It was 
next moved that the Queen fliould be de- 
rpj^g fired to retire from War/aw^ for by Law, 
Queen de- as has been already obferved, the Candidates 
^^?^^^®^^and their Relations are to be abfent during 
^Warjaw, the meeting of the Diet. The Primate a- 
gain reprefented to that Princefs the Injury, 
flie would do her Family by continuing there, 
but without EfFeft. The Queen did not 
think fit to give into that Prelate's Rea- 
fons 5 which obliged the Diet to confider 
further upon the Occafion. The Marfhai 
^ harangued the Aflembly upon it ; but tho' 
what he advanced againft the Intereft of 
that Princefs was at a Diftance, and indi- 
redlly, the Primate thought fit to interrupt 
him. 
Diftur- It is againft the Law to interrupt thePer- 
^^?^ fon who fpeaks in the Diet. The Mar- 
! ^^ ' ftial demanded Satisfaftion for the Injury he 
infinuated was done the whole Nobility in 
his Perfon, and was feconded by the Nun- 
cio's. As they defired the Queen's Remo- 
val, all of them almoft went out of the 

Aflembly. 
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Affembly. The Majority of the Senate fol- ^L^^ 
lowed their Example, and even threaten- ^"-^^^^ 
ed to retire abfolutely. The Difference 
continued four Days, and could only be^^« 
appeafed by the Queen's retiring. On the ti^ from" 
19th (he left JVarfaw. The two youngeft ^^^/w. 
Princes withdrew at the fame Time with 
Prince James before the opening of the 
Diet. 

The Affairs of the Republick were how- Perplexity 
ever mort and more perplexed. The con- o^ Af&irs 
federate Army levyed great Contributions p^^j^,^^^^ 
upon the Lands of the late King, as well 
as upon thofe of the Clergy and Nobility. 
On the other Hand the Preparations of the 
Turks and Tartars kept them in perpetual 
Alarm. Nor was Mufcovy without Views 
of improving the Opportunity^ which their 
Difficulties made fo favourable, and feemed 
inclined to break with Poland. The Re- 
lident delivered in a Letter to the Senate, in 
which the Czar demanded, that the Kingg^ .^j^^ 
to be eledled and the Republick fhould Demands 
perform all Alliances made with RuJJia^ and ?[ ^^^ 
that the King fhould not continue to take ^^* 
any Titles from the Provinces oi Smolenjko^ 
Kimv^ and Czernikow^ becaufe, added he, 
thofe Provinces h^d been given up to Muf- 
covy by ancient Treaties. Upon the whole 
the Czar's Demands did not give the Re- 
publick nxuch Pain. He was too much 
embarraffed with the Turks and Tartars to 
» undertake 



nm 



30 The Hijiory of Vol^nA Book I. 

1696. undertake any Thing- againft Poland. Sd 
^^'^^^^^^^ that the Senate made no Scruple to return 
Anfwer of for Anfwcr, that when the King (hould be 
the Senate, gicded, he might confult *vith the Repub- 
lick, whether it was mor^ expedient to fa- 
tisfy the Czar's Demands, or to regain by 
Force of Arms the Provinces, of which 
that Prince had poflefled himfelf. 
Menaces The Confederate Army gave the Repub- 
of ^^r^j. ijck much greater Trouble than the Czar's 
Demandt. Baramwjkh Dfeputies infifted 
upon ten Years Arrears for thirty thoufand 
Men, and threatened Military Execution 
if not immediately fatisfied. It was univer- 
fally admitted, that the Army ought to bq 
paid, but no Body would contribute to the 
Money. There was no having Recourie to 
the publick Treafure, that was exhaufted 
by thePraftices of thofe, who had been in 
the Management of the Revenue. In this 
Emergency fome People, who did not relifh 
the preceding Reign^ propofed that Re- 
. courfe (hould be had to the Sums amafled 
by the late King. They urged , that as 
thofe Treafures had been colleded from the 
State, it was highly confiftent they ftiould 
be applied to it's Occafions. In Vain did 
the Queen's Friends endeavour to ward this 
Blow by oppofing the Motion, and the 
Diet were juft upon coming to a Refolution 
fo contrary to the Royal Family's Intereft, 
when Horodenjkiy Nuncio from the Palati- 
nate 
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nate of Czernikow^ quitted the Ailembly '696. 
and protcfted againft all it's proceedings. )iC^denflu 

Such aProceftfufficed to break up a Diet quits and 
It was neceflary to have Recourfe to the ^f^^ 
Methods ufual upon fuch Occafions. The 
Senate came to a Refolution, to which the 
Nuncios gave their Confent, that an Adlto^^"^^^^ 
confederate the whole Nobility for the Con- Nd)nity. 
fervation of the Religion, Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Republick and efpecially for the 
freedom of the Eledion ihould be prepared. 
The only Objediohs that arofe, were in Re- 
gard to the Time or the Manner of the 
Eledion ; but it was at lad refolved it (hould 
be in open Field May 15, 1687, and that 
all the Nobility (hould be fummoned to ap- 
pear on Horfeback, conformably to the E- 
ledtion of King Michael. It was further 
added, that fuch as fhould propofe to place 
a P^/^ upon the Throne, (hould be declared 
Enemies of their Country. This A(5l was 
iigned the firft of OSlober by the Primate , 
and the Bi(hop of Pofnania, and the next 
Day by the greateft Part of the Nuncio's. 

The fear of Violence had induced Horth Uorodenjki 
denjki to abfcond, after he had broke up the J^ins ^^: 
Diet. His Retreat was to Baranowjki, from ^^^''^'' 
whom he defired a Detachment of fix thou- 
fand Troops, upon the Aflurance of his 
confederating the Lithuanian Nobility. Ba- 
ranowjki who had attempted the fame 
Thing without Succefs, and was befides no 
I Ways 
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1696. V7ay difpofed to aflbciate a Perfoni, with 
^"'^'^^^'^^ whom ftie fhould have been obliged to 
divide the Profits of the Command, gave no 
The Man- Ear to this Propofal. He treated Horodenjki 
ncr of his as a Deferter from his Party, happy in his 
^Gcpti- proteftion, whom he only fufFered as he 
had broke up the Diet, and by that Means 
favoured the Confederacy of the Army. 
Modvcs Tho' the Lithuanian Nobility had r«fu- 
fbr the z,/ fed to join their Troops with thofe of Btf- 
ntt^oin-^ r^wot^/, they were not averfe to a Con- 
ijig^^tfri?- federacy. Their Refufal proceeded from 
nowjkL ^heir defiring a Leader, more illuftrious, 
more able, and more experienced at the 
Head of them. In efFefl after the Diffola- 
tion of the Diet, the greateft Part of the 
Gendemen of that Dutchy entered into a 
Confederacy. Their Pretence was the Vio- 
lation of their Privileges and the ecclcfiafti- 
cal Immunities. The Treafury of that 
Province was as much exhaufted as that of 
the Crown. John Cafimir Sapieba^ Pala- 
tine of Wilna^ and great General of the* 
Dutchy, could not oblige an Army without 
Pay to obfcrve exad: Difcipline. Neceffity 
reduced him to quarter his Troops upon 
the Lands of the Clergy and Nobility. 
Beginning From the Time of SobieJki2i like proceed- 
?^t^e^ ing of that General's had, as we obfervebe- 
o/'LitbL-iorey given Birth to great Commotions. 
Kia. Conjiantine Bezefiowjkiy Bifliop of Wilna^ 
premier Prelate and Senator of Lithuania^ 

thought 
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thought it his Duty to defend his Imrnunitiei, ' ^'9^- 
and oppofe the Impofition of Troops he ^-'''^^'^^ 
had threatened; and finding his Men:ices 
without EfFeft, had recourfe toExcommu- 
nicatjon, which however had been taken 
off by the Primate, in Quahty of Heredi- 
tary Legate of the Holy See, 

The Ncceflities of the Army improving ^*^^^, 

* u T 1. 1-1 I I 1 Trouble! 

in the Interregnum, the General, already 
highly offended at the Cenfures thundered 
out againft him, threw off all Refcrve. He 
quartered Troops over the whole -Birtioprick 
of Wilna and its Dependances i nor had 
fheBifhop'^ Friends better Treatment, But 
by this Behaviour he ftrengthened without 
obferving it, the Party of his Adverfary, 
and experienced in the Confequence, that it 
!£ often dangerous ro take alj the Advanta- 
ges, which Credit and Authority can fupply* 
Every one making the Evil his own Cafe, 
imputed that to the Badncfs of the Gene* 
ral*s Inclinations which in Propriety could 
be only attributed to the Unhappinefs of the 
Times* 

The Biftiop of Wilna was at Rome^ when Confcde- 
the Troops of tlie Dutchy began again the racy of the 
Defolation of his Dioccfe. His Friends fj^'^Xr'pf, 
took his latcrefts upon themfclves, not with- 
out Regard to their own, which were be- 
cOiiiC common* George Ogin/ki^ great Stan- 
dard-Bearer of the Dutchy, ufed all his En- 
deavours to confederate the Army of Litbu^ 

D anw 
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1696. ania. He found Means to corrupt a Pare 
^■''^^^'^"^ of it, and placed himfelf at the Head of 
the Confederacy, which foon formed a Bo- 
dy of four thoufand Men and upwards. He 
was foon after joined by the Nobility of Sa-^ 
mogitiay and thofe of the Palatinates of 
NovogroJy Witepjki^ znd Brzefcia^ and. then 
entered upon the Lands of the Grand Gene- 
ral and his Friends, committing great Dis- 
orders. 
The Some People pretend the Queen's Money 

^K^the contributed not a litde to this Confederacy. 
Confedc Others however looked upon the Cardinal 
racy of Li- PoHgnac as the principal Author of it j thefe 
JblTpo- ^dd, that by confiderable Prefents he had 
lignac fuf- brought over Oginjki^ and feyeral of the 
[J^^^^^j^^'^ principal Lords, in order to engage them 
in a Party he projedied to form for a Prince 
of the Blood of France^ who was to be a 
Candidate. However it was, the grand 
General of Lithuania drew up his Troops 
againft the Revolters, and to furprize the 
Enemy before they had Tim^e to look a- 
bcut them, he began his march, with De- 
fign to attack them in their Trenches. 
Sobieha At the General's Approach, Oginjki re- 
c^iSdc!''' ^''^ated with his Troops to Brzefcia. Sapi- 
rxcy^ofueha followed, attacked him in November ^ 
thuunuu and had at firft fome Advantage, but was re- 
pulfed in the End. Nor was he more fuc- 
cqfeful in his fecond Attempt, to force 0- 
ghzjki\ Trenches. If the Attack was made 

with 
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with Vigour, the Defence was not without >^96- 
Courage. The Lofs hitherto was almoft e- ^^^"^^^ 
qual on both Sides, fo that Party more fa- 
tigued with their own, than relieved by 
the Sufferings of their Enemy, gave into 
the firft Propofals of Accommodation that 
offered. 

The Jliie PoUgnac contrived this Ac-Accom- 
commodation. Apprehenfive, that the Di- modation 
vifion oi Lithuania might prove an Ob- "°"'''''^- 
ftacle to the Defigns he had formed, and 
Ml kept fecret, that Minifter engaged the 
under Marfhal of Lithuania^ Son of the 
grand Marflial, and particular Friend of 
^gi^fl^U to negotiate the Accommodation. 
He went further : He promifed to defray 
the neceflary Expences, upon Condition 
both Parties fhould, by a Secret Article, u- • 
nite in Favour of the Candidate he bad to 
propofe. This Negotiation had all the 
Succefs expcdted from it. The grand Mar- 
fhal and Standard-Bearer came to an Agrecr 
ment the 26'*^ of November upon thefe Con- Conditi- 
ditions ; That Oginjkiy and the Confederates ^'^^ ^^^ 
fhould return to their Duty; That the ^^*^" 
grand General fhould grant a general Parr 
don ; That he fhould engage that the Re- 
pubhck fhould pay off half their Arrears; 
and that they fhould have the fame Quar- 
ters with the Troops , who had continued 
in Obedience. The Day following the <3e- 
xieralof the Confederates took the Oath of 
D 2 Fidelity 
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1 6g6. Fidelity to the grand General, who order 'd 
^■^'^^^'^^^pubHck Thankfgiving upon the Occafion* 

The Bifliop of Samcgitia was comprized 
m this Treaty, but no mention was made 
in it of the Bifliop and Chapter of fVilna, 
The Difficuhy of reconciling their Preten- 
fions wich thofe of the grand General, was 
the principal Occafion of their not being 
included. Oginjki too was under the Ne- 
ceffity of haftening the Accommodation. 
The Palatine of Wilna'% Scouts had taken 
a Packet upon a Courier, difpatched by the 
Palatine of Witepjk^ with Letters to the 
Queen, In it was difcovered, that Oginjkt 
had been gained by that Princefs*s Money, 

m^X ^"^ ^^'^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ **^^^ ^^^ ^^ fupport 
Prince James\ Intereft. A Difcovery of 
this Kind would have determined the firmeft 
of his Adherents to have renounced him. 
He had the Prudence to put an End to an 
Affair upon the Point of turning to his 
Confufion. 

Violence Whilft the Confederates of Lithuania 
fic^t^^^^ making an End of their Differences, 
d^jites^"*' thofe of Poland were doing as much Mif- 
chief upon the Lands of the Republick as 
an Army of Turks or Tartars. They fead 
exaded thirty two thoufand Florins^ Con- 
tribution from the City of Leopold, the 
Jews had been obliged to pay fourteen thou- 
sand » to be exempted from quartering 
Troops : The City of Zolkiew and its De- 

pendances^ 
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pendances. Part of the late King's Eflate , ^^^^* 
bad no better Conditions, An hundred 
thoufand Fkrins wtrc demanded of them, 
and Military Execution threatened in Cafe 
ofRefufaL 

Thefe Diforders encreafing dally obliged 
the Senate to confult Expedients for put- 
ting a Stop to them, A Conference wasconfcrti 
agreed upon at a League's diftance from '^'^ **^ P*^? 
Leopold^ between the CommifTaries of the ^jj-^^ ^^,5, 
Republick and the Deputies of the Army, 
at which the grand and under Generals of 
Poland would have afiifted in Perfon. But 
the Deputies of the Army refufed to admit 
them, declaring they had nothing to tranf- 
aft with the Crown-Generals* Baranowjki 
who apprehended nothing (o much as the 
Republick's Compliance with the Terms 
he had demanded, found Means to raifenew 
Difficulties, His Deputies infifted that the p^JJ^^f 
Funds appropriated for the Payment of thcofthcCon- 
TroopSi even of thofe not in the Con-*^^^^^ 
federacy, fhould be left to his Difpofa!, 
with Power to levy the Payment either by 
fair of foul Means j that they fhould have the 
Choice of ibeir Quarters where they thought 
fit ; and that they were finally determi- 
ned not to feparate, 'till the Eleftion was 
over. 

Upon the CommifTaries of the Republick's Ho^^lliti s 
refufing to comply with fuch exh orbit ant ^^^" 
Demands, Baramwjki fent Detachments 
D 3 from 
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1696. from his Army that committed Afts of Ho- 
^'^^^^^^'^^ ftility in feveral Places, and even in the 
Territory of Warfaw it felf. Polifh Pruf- 
Jia^ remote as it was, did not efcape tho/e 
Infults, Twelve Companies were order'd 
to march into it by the Chief of the Con- 
federates, who did that Country no fmall 
Mifchief. The Refoliition of the Nobility 
of Great Poland prevented their fuffcring the 
fame Treatment. They gave the Rebels 
to underftand that if they advanced towards 
their Country they would give them the 
meeting at leaft half Way : Baranowjki whofe 
Defign was to plunder without expofing 
himfelf, did not think convenient to drive 
People to Extremities, who appeared fo der 
terminate. He thought it more advifeable 
to throw himfelf into other Provinces, 
where he fhould not hazard fuch Oppofi- 
tion. Thus did an Army, intended for the 
Defence of the Kingdom commit the great- 
eft Diforders, and quarter themfelves at 
Difcretion upon it. 
5the^'°'' The "turks and T^artars did not fail from 
\lrl5 and Time to Time to take their Advantage of 
Tdrtars, thcfe Divifions. Before the Conferences 
fpoken of above, they had advanced with 
fifty thoufand Men within eight Leagues of 
Leopold^ plundering whatever had efcaped 
the Rebels. Some Troops, who had con- 
tinued faithful to the Republick, endeavour- 
ed to flop the Progrefs of thofg j^arbariansi. 

Several 
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Several of them they took Prifoners, who 
declared their entering Poland vfzs at theln- 
ftigatioh of fome of the Nobility, who in- 
tended by that Means to oblige the Repub- 
Ikk to haften the Eledion of the King. 
This gave Occafion for different Surmifes ; 
tho' it was generally believed , the Incur- 
fion of the T^ufks and tartan upon the 
Lands of Folandy znd the J^itbuanian Con- 
federacy had one and the fanae Principle. 

During the fame Conferences ^^^y ^^^cfy^^ened 
threatened with another Irruption, and Ad-withano- 
vice came, that the fame Perfons who had ^her irrup- 
called in the Infidels before, follicited their ^*^^^* 
Return into the Kingdom. And what was 
flill worfe, the Bepublick, for want of 
Money, was in no Condition to remedy 
thofe Evils. The Miniil:er of France, un- Offers of 
der the Pretextof his Matter's Friendfhip for J^/[^^^^ 
the Republick, offered to dedicate an hun-dor. 
dred thoufand Florins, to remove the T'urks 
•and Tartars from the Frontiers during the , 

Interregnum. The greateft Part of the Se- 
nate looked upon thi^ Offer as a Generoiity, 
worthy the' Acknowledgment of the Re- 
publick ; but fom'e of them were of a dif- 
ferent Opinion, and difcoyered more of In- 
tercfl than Generofity in ic. ' The C<j^^/-Theyar:c 
Ian of Cracow was the fpremofl to depreci- ^^J^'^^'-''^' 
ate fuch i Propofal from an Embaffador, 
who had declared a Candidate, and formed 
a FadHon in his Favour. 
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1696. To enter into the MotiveE of the French 
^-"'^^^Miniftefj we ought to underftand , that 
Motives of" lince the Interregnum, the jibbe PoUgnac 
intent upon all that pafled^ had obferved the 
Queen's unfteady MotionSi who fometimes 
endeavoured to have one of her youogeft 
Sons eiedtcdj and fometimes a£ted in Favour 
of Prince "^ameu He had remarked the 
ImpoflibiUty of bringing the Elc<5tion of one 
of the youngcft Princes to bear^ and the 
Averfion of the greatefl Part of the FoUp 
Nobility to Prince James, From all which 
he concluded, that none of the Children of 
Sobiejki would be placed upon the Throne. 
He had communicated thcfe Thoughts to 
the Court of France^ Infinuating at the 
fame Time, that if the Prince of Conti were 
propofedj there would be no DiflBcuhy to 
form a powerful Faftion in his Favour. 

The Courts Inftruftions had been con- 
formable to a Projedt, from whence they 
F/^ff.yaphad Reafon to entertain no finall Hopes* 
"The Mbe PoUgnac^ who wanted noCapacity 
to tranfad; an Affair of fuch Confequence, fpa- 
red no Pains in it ; he began to talk publickly 
of a Candidate he had to propofej but without 
naming whom. It was his Intention iirft to 
remove the Difficulties, that might thwart 
his Eledion. He declared, that he flioujd 
not be concerned cither for Prince James or 
his Brothers ; a Circumftance of great De- 
light to many People. Some of the Ptsiip 
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Lorde, who had AmbitioQ enough to afpite 
to the Crown, were then for treating with* 
him : But he reprefented thai fuch Prcten- 
lions n:iuft be dertructive to them, as well 
from the Number of the Candidates, as be- 
caufe thofe, whofliould be excluded^ would 
not eafily acquiefce in the Preference of a 
Perfon to whom they might bcHevc them' 
felves equal both in Blood and Merit. 

When that Minifter conceived he had Qoeftiont 
given the Polip Lords a fufficient Difguft^^P^^i"**- 
for the Throne, he afked them where they 
could find a Prince capable of fupporfing 
the ReputacioB of a Kingdom, as renowned 
for Valour, as tor the Liberty \t had fo 
long maintained. He Qiewed how vain it 
was, io look for fi3ch an one in Sivedtfi^ Den- 
mark or Englnnd^ Nbuods from whence 
the Roman Ctiiholick Religion wasbaniihed; 
and chat he wcjs lels to be found in Germaftf 
in the Houle of Auflria^ unlefs they would 
expofethemfelves co the Lofs oft heir Liberty, 
as the Examples of Bohemia and Hungary 
might lufficienrly inform them. He went 
on 10 Italy and France^ and as moft of the 
Lords to whom he addrelTcd himfelf had 
travelled in thofe Countries, it was not dif- 
ficult to make them agree^ that the long 
Tranquillity of Italy made that no proper 
Place, from whence tochoofe fuch a Prince, 
as Poland required for the Defence of m 

Frontiers, 
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1696, Frontiers, againft the warlike and barbarous 
^'^'^^^^/"^ Nations that furround it* 
He de- France only could fupply what it was m 

&Sd ^^ vain to enquire after in other Nations. This 
raifed a Curiofity to know who xh^c French 
Hero was whom the EmbalTador intended 
ThcPnnce^o propofe. It is the Prince of Conti, faid 
oiCimii that able Minifter, by his Birth and Virtues 
pmpoicd. equally worthy the Crown. This Prince 
was the laft of the Blood Royal, and there 
were Ten in the Kingdom , who by natural 
Right might expedt to mount the Throne be- 
fore him. This left Poland no Reafon to 
apprehend he would ever quit it, as King 
Henry had done after the Death of Charier 
the IX. his Brother, 
EfFea of At the Mention of this Candidate each 
thePropo- Party had diflferent Sentiments, which they 
^* were not afraid to exprefs : Thofe who 
perfevered for Prince James were in a Con- 
llernation : The Partifans of the Houfe of 
Au^ri a were m Pain; Tht AhbePolignac'% 
Faftion exprefled their Joy, and made known 
the Hopes they conceived ; and thofe who 
liad not yet taken Party, feemed in amaze, 
when they heard a Prince propofed, whofe 
Reputation feemed to promife Poland the 
Recovery of the Provinces loft in preceding 
Reigns. 
^'^^/m * '^^^ Imperial Minifters ftrove all they 
niTi^Vcn c:ould to embroil the Affair. They re- 
dcavour ro.prcfented the univerfal Alarm of Europe^ 
^f'^ ^^= when 
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when theHoufe of Aujlriavr^s in Pofleffion. 1696. 
of the Empire and Spain j and from thence '^^'^VVJ 
inferred, that Umbrage ought to be taken 
from the Ambition of France ; that inftead 
of favouring the Eledion of a Prince of that 
Nation, it was the Interefl of all States to op- 
pofe it ; that fince the Treaty of Aujburgb^ 
in which fo many Powers had allied, was 
not fufficient to put a Stop to xh6 Rapidi- 
ty of L^'tt;/<*theu fotlrrcenth's Gonqucfts, it 
was-no longer'a Doubt, if the Pedes ftiould 
ele(3: a Ffench Prince, that all Europe would 
be in a Condition of Slavery, from which 
no Power would ever be able to exti^i- 
cate it. 

On the other Hand the Jibbe Poltgnac^ ifl q-|^„ ^^7,^ 
Conferences, private Converfations, and ztPoH^^nac 
Table, negledted nothing to obviate thofe^f"]^* 
Apprehenfions. He obferved th^it Poland mcml^oi 
had nothing to fear from a. Nation fo re-^^^^'^"'^^ 
mote; that the Poles were befides too "^^ ''"''' 
brave for any Nation to undertake that a- 
gainft them, which the Romans themfelves 
were afraid to venture ; that the French^ far 
from diftrefling their Allies, made it a Duty 
to fupport them ; that Sweden was a mo- 
dern inftance of that Temper, and that its 
Alliance with France ought to be remem- 
bred with Gratitude, as long as that King- 
dom ftiould poffefs the Provinces France 
had caufed to be rcftored to it by the laft 
Peace. 

. This 
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This Difcourfe of the ^WA made Im- 
preffion upon many, but did not convince 
all the World, He had wrote to the Bi- 
fliop of Cujavia to engage him in the Prince 
of Conli's Intereft, from whom he received 
an Anlvver no Way favourable to his Ex- 
peiflations^ It was in Effed:* that all the 
Meafures taken in favour of that Prince's E- 
leilion, would be to no Purpofc ; that the 
Republick did not afFeft the Fr^/zrA Nation; 
and what conBrmed their Sufplcions of a 
French Prince, was the Queen Doivager^s 
Condu(S, who was a French Woman, and 
had rendered herfelf odious to the Publick. 
He added that never thelefs for his Part he 
Aought the Prince highly worthy the Throne 
upon Account of his extraordinary Merits. 
Aufwcr to The AMe PoUgnac was not long without 
ihefe ot- replying. He took Pains to remove the Bi- 
ftiop of Cujavia'^ Scruples, What is it, fays 
he> that Poland wants in this Eleftion ? Is 
it not a great Prince, good, wife, warlike, 
magnanimous^ liberal, modeft, and affable, 
onewhofc high Qualities may reftore the re- 
publick to its antient Luftre and Happineft- 
He thenanfweredto the Difficulties objefted 
by that Prelate, The Apprchenfion the 
Poles are under, continued he, of taking a 
King from France^ is one of thofe vulgar Er- 
rors the Wife do not regard. If Queen 
M^ry has done any Thing to give the Nation 
Reafon to defire that neither herfelf nor her 
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Sons (hould reign- The Prince of Contih "696. 
not her Son. They are indeed of one Na- ^-'''VNJ 
tioni but do all the Defcendants of the fame 
Nation refemble each other in their Man- 
ners? Are the Poles fo like one another? 
The Kings Michael and yobn were of rhc 
fame Country, but what a DiiFcrencc was 
there between the one and the other. 

The Minifter of France*^ Zeal for his Sureefs of 
Candidate did not flop at thefe Tranfaiti- J^^^ Mea^ 
ons with the Polijh Grandees, He took his [^J^pJ.^c- 
Meafures fo well> that in all the petty Diets Dkia* 
of the Provinces Prince James was exclud- 
ed. This was a new Modve for the Queen's Q^="*'^ 
Refentment againft France^ but her Enmity j^^^^J^^^^^ 
to that Nation J and its Embaffadour, fer* that Mi- 
ved only to augment the Fartifans of ihe^^^*^^' 
Prince oiContL Her Anger runfo high as 
to make her order her PicSure to be i^k^n 
down from the Palace of that Minifter, So 
ftrong an Inftance of her Difpleafure convinc- 
ed a great Number of the Fnlet^ who were 
before apprehenlive of fomc Intelligence be- 
tween that Princefsandthe irrari Minifter, 
and that the Fadlion formed in Appearance 
in Favour of the Prince of Contt was only 
Addrcfs to affure Prince James^ Succefs. 
But when this Behaviour of the Queen s 
had undeceived them, they came more 
readily into the Meafures of the French 
Prince. 

The 
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The Exdufion of the Queen's Sons, was 
not the only Thing, that enraged that Prin- 
oefs againft the Mbe Paifgnac. She could 
not forgive his having deprived her of two 
Millions, and weakened her Son's Party to 
ftrengthen that of the Competitor moft to 
be apprehended. But for the right Under- 
ftanding this FaS it is neceflary to go back 
a little. 

The Treafures of the late King of Poland 
were depofited in the Caftles of Warfaw^ 
Marienburgh and Zolkiew j the Queen's beft 
Friends had advifed her to put her own, and 
the Seal of the Republick upon them^ with- 
out declaring their Amount, for they were 
believed far more con fiderable than they re- 
ally were. They propofed after that, that 
fhe fliould offer them as a Prefent to the 
Republick. By which Aift of Generofity, 
that Princefs would have engaged the Army 
and the Republick in her Interefts, Her 
Pain todepriveherfelfof a Treafure the had 
taken fo much Trouble in coUeding, prevent- 
ed her hearkening to the mofl judicious, and 
falutary Advice chat could be given. The 
Method file took was to confult the Embaf- 
fador of France^ and to beg his Endeavours 
for the Prince Royah Whether that Mini- 
fter perceived the Queen would never Sa- 
crifice her Money, or was before refolved 
to fee up the Prince of Cmti^ or difcourag- 
cd by the Obflacles.he forefaw, he declared 

plainly 
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plainly that he could not adl for a Prince ^^^^^ 
who had made himfelf the Objedl of his ^^^^^^ 
Matter's Difpleafurc, and whofe Elc<3:ion 
would be oppofed in fuch a Manner, as 
left no Profpeftof its Succefs. 

What gives Reafon to believe the jiiieHishud* 
Polignac h^id Thoughts at that Time of A^^^^^- 
propofing the Prince of Conti, was the un- 
lucky Counfel he gave the Queen, to ap- 
ply all her Money in the Purchafe of Crown 
Annuities in Franci. He dcmonftratcdhcr 
Security in fuch an Application of it, and 
foothed her with the Interefl (he would make 
in Confequence. Unfortunately for her, 
that Princefs fuffered her felf to be caught 
by his Affurances. She confented to take a 
Step, which naturally tended to overthrow 
all the Endeavours of her Son's Faction, 
and at the fame Time it weakened his Party, 
was an additional Strength to that of his 
Competitor. In putting her Money thus 
put of her own. Hands, fhe not only depri- 
ved herfelf of the only Recourfe fhe had to 
fupport her Son's Interefl:, but that very Mo- 
ney, which, might have been fuccefsfuUy ap- 
plyed againfl: France became by this Ufe of 
it a Supply of Force to that Crown. 

Refledtions of this Kind could not fail t0 3jjgfljgg 
incenfe a Princefs, who believed herfelf made out agamft 
a Tool, and who daily experienced new ^"^' 
Subjcdts of Mortification. She flew out vio- 
lently againft the Embaflfador, and looked 

upon 



1696. uppn him ever after as the Inftrument of 
^'"''^^"^ her Family*s downfalL In Vain did that 
Mtnifter write to her in Vindication of hitnr 
felf J her Manner of anfwering made it plain, 
that {he was fatisfied in nothing (o little as 
his Excufes. Thofe Letters cleared up a- 
bundance of Circtimftances 'till then myfte- 
rious. By them it appeared, that the In- 
terefts of the Queen, and thofe of Prince 
yames had at firft been widely different 5 that 
thcMothcrwasnot forraifing the eldeft Son 
to the Throne, but Prince Alexander-^ that 
their Mifunderftanding having ceafed, thro' 
the Difficulties flie had met within herDe- 
. fign, the Queen had changed her Meafures 
in Favour of the Prince Rnyal; and that to 
prevent the Ombrage the Prefence of tlie two 
younger Princes might give Prince yames , 
ihehad fent them both into France with her 
Money. 
Exclafion What compleated the Diftrefs of that 
of Prince pj^jj^Qefs^ was the Refolutionthe Petty Diets 
iCZ^Q*" '^^^ made, to exclude all thofe who had ei- 
tiitTi, ther been accufed, or convided of being 
the Authors of the Diforders , which had 
happen'd during the Inierregnum. Thii 
Storm fell almofl univerfaliy upon Prince 
yames and his Brothers. Frujfia was the 
firft to give them that fatal Stroke : It de- 
fcribed them fo well without naming who 
they were, that it was next to impoffiblc 
tomiftake the Perfons intended. Foibima^ 
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Ruffia^ the Palatinaies o( Luhliu , Pkjkn^ *697* 
IVilna^ Novogrod, &c, concurred in the Ex- "^ 
clufion. The Unanimity of Provinces , fo 
remote from each other, was a Matter qf 
Surprife* The Prince was at a Lofs to 
comprehend the Reafons of fo extreme a 
Coldnefs for his Interefts. To found in Per- 
fon the Sentiments of the Nobility about 
Warfaw^ he went in Difguife to Czerjh^ 
the firft Diilric^ of Ma^zovia^ where a petty 
Diet was then held. But he had Reafon Tkn^n ht 
to repent his Curiofity. He was known ^^^^"* 
and followed by feveral Gentlemen, Sah*e 
In Hand, who would have made it a very 
bad Bulinefs for him, if ihey could have 
come up with him. 

The Exclufion of the Queen's three Sons J^?^;^^^^^^^ 
was followed by chat of the Princes of Ger^h'nm^ of 
many. The Enemies oi France were for^^'^^^^fiAt- 
fcrving the Prince of Conii in the fame^^^^^' 
Manner; but attempted it in Vain. To be 
revenged, they publifhed fatyrical Writings; 
The Bilhop of Cujavia amongft others fent 
circular Letters to all the Nobility^ in which 
he laboured to deftroy tlie Impreifions in 
Favour of the French Candidates Virtues: 
In fome Palatinates they were reject edL; o- 
thers refufed to read them. At the Betty 
Diet of Stroda^ a Gentleman aiked for the 
Bifhop of Cujavias Letter, which he ap- 
plied in a Manner good Manners will not 
permit to repeat. The Nobility of Rujia 
E affembled 
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!%■ aflembled at i^?7?/m treated the Affair more 
w^^^ ferioufly J thev order'd that Letter to be 
burned by tile Hands of the common Hang' 
man. 
Stritagcm. The little Snccefs of this Attempt did not 
^^^ ^£ difcouragc either the Queen, the Court of 
Vienna^ or the Enemies of France, They 
fotfghtfor Remedies elfe where, which were 
no longer to be found in Negotiation, They 
had Recourfe to a Stratagem, which had 
not however the Succefs they expeftcd from 
it. By their Orders Letters were fent to the 
Court of Fra?ice^ which treated the ABie 
Polignac's Hopes as Chimeras, That Mini- 
iter, they faid, had fufFered himfelf to be 
deceived by the Royal Family's Enemies, 
that notwithftandinghis Promifes and Pro- 
fufions, the Poles would never eleft a Stranger 
who would draw the Arms of their Neigh- 
bours upon them, in Prejudice to the Sons 
of their late King. It was expefted the 
Court of France would grow cool upon fuch 
Intelligence, but it was not to be fo amufed. 
The Fear however of hazarding new Expen- 
ces rafhly occalioned, for better Security, 
theRefolution offending to Poland a Per- 
fon to be depended on, who might either 
confirm the Imputations againft the Embaf- 
fador, or jullify his Conduit. 

The Alie Cbateauneuf was charged with 
this Commiflion, to which was annexed the 
?'f J;;';7Title of Envoy Extraordinary. He left P^- 

ris 



1697 

The Mbe 



JBookl. u^^er AuGvsTVS 11. ji 

rzsy (tCTQily in Fei?ruary 1697* in Company '^97- 
with the Count Towan/ki\ the Cardinal Pri- ^•-'^^^^^^^ 
mate's Nephew, whb had been fent into 
France the "July before, to notify the Death 
of rheKiog of Poland. The j4dl^e ( bateau- 
neuf arriyed at Warfaw in jfipril. He there 
difcovered the Fraud of the oppofite Party, 
and learnt in Perfon, that almoft all (he 
Grandees, and the whole Nobility were in 
the Prince of Conti\ Interefl , and that 
only two Thhigs were wan ting, that Prince's 
Pre/ence, and the Money promifed. 

The fame Day that Envoy arrived at the The 
Capital, the Queen had left it, by Order of Qii'^'^n ob- 
the Palatinates, who had come to a Refo-q:;-^^^'.^^, 
lution to dcfire her ta retire, for the grcat-/^af. 
er Liberty of the Councils to be held there, 
and of the Diet preliminary to the EJe^ion, 
The Cardinal Pfiipa^ vea5 charged with that 
Compliment, which he Toftened ta the uc-^ 
moft of his Power. He told her that for 
his Parr, he (hould have been very glad (he 
fhould have been permitted, to continue at 
JVarfaw'y that the Ties of Blood, and his 
Attachment to the Royal Family and its In- 
tereft, could admit his having no other Sen- 
timents, but that he was obliged by his Of- 
fice and the cxprefe Order of the Palati- 
nates to let her know j it was their Defire 
ihe (houl^ remove, and that they abfolutely 
would not enter upon Bufinefs, 'till (he had 
left the Place. That Princefs, after hav- 
E 2 ing 
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1697. ving complained with Tears in her Eyes of 
^'^'^/^^ the Severity of fuch Treatment, promifed to 
retire, as foon as the Primate fliould fix the 
Day for the Aflembly. On the 10'^ of 
jlpril fhe withdrew, and on the 30'** came 
to Dantzicky with Cardinal Arquien her 
Father. 
The In- This rigoroiis Treatment of the Queen 
tercfts of fufBciently explained , that her Family's 
lyonabadl^terefts Were upon a very bad Foot. From 
Foot. that Time Prince James's^ Parties made no 
Manner of Figure. His Partifans , and 
thofe of the Houfe oiAu/iria had no other 
Thoughts, than of giving the Overthrow 
to the Prince of Conti's Faction. They 
would have been fatisfied with the Exclu- 
fion of that Prince, without much Pain a- 
bouthim who (hould be eledled, provided 
he was not French. The Queen only was 
ftin paffionate to fee one of her Sons upon 
the Throne^ but convinced at laft of the 
Impoffibility of Succefs, fhe came volunta- 
rily into the fame Meafures. 
r^^^ To eflfe6t the Prince's Exclufion was now 

Prince of the common 3ent, and feveral Candidates 
Newburgh ^gj.^ fuccefSvely propofed. The firft was 
fo^ F*orm Pfince Ckarks of Newburgh ; him they pror 
Sake. pofed forForm Sake only, 'till another fliould 
take his Place, and furnifh the Sums, liei- 
ther in his Will nor his Power to diftribute^ 
He remembred how dear the two laft E- 
leftions had coft his Family 5 a fufficient 
8 Leflbn 
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Leflbn to him againft engaging on the fame ^^9" 
Bottom. ^-^^^^ 

Leopoldy Duke of Lgrrain was alfo put Tiic D 
up. He was at that Time perhaps lefs able ?f ^"'^^^^ 
than the Prince of Newhurgbj to advance ^ 
the Money, requifice for the Payment of the 
Armys and other Expences. Nor could he 
rely much upon the Po/iJJj Nation, Who refu- 
fed to pay his Mother's Dowry. That Prin- 
cefs Ekmtora Maria of Auftria^ Widow of 
King Michael^ 5o^/>^/'s Predeceflbr, was mar- 
ried the fecond Time to Charles IV< Duke 
of Lor rain. The Family of Patz^ which 
had fupported that Duke's Intcreftat the lall 
Ele<3:ion, were no longer in Credit. The 
Survivors of it were young, and in no Em- 
ployment. Befides there was Httle Reafon 
10 believe, a Crown would be given to the 
Son, which had been refufed to the Father, 
It was reported, that the Crown was offer- 
ed to the Eledor oi Bavaria^ and that he re- 
fufed it by the Advice of the Emperor^ and 
the reft of the Allies, who gave him to un- 
derftand, it was only a Stratagem of the 
French Court, to draw him out of the Ne- 
therlands^ and in Confequence to remove 
their (Iron gelt Support againft the Enter- 
prizes of France, But had the Eledtor of 
Bavaria (o much Intereft in the Netherlands^ ^^^\^ 
as could induce him to refufe a Crown ^meer-iers made 
ly in Apprehenfion of France's making that*^^^' ^: ^ 
Conqucft ? Or would his being King of 
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1697- Poland have prevented his taking proper 
''^'^^^^''^^ Meafures, for the Defence of thofe Coun- 

q-ies ? 
Lhio o- All the World *ras furprized to hear 
^/.Wr/./ Bon.Livio Odefcakhi^ Pope Innocent the 

recom- t^, 1 f ti.t 1 • 1 ^ 

mended lileventh s Nephew, mentioned as a Can- 
bv the didatc. The Emperor recommended him 
Eii^Fror. j3y ^^^ of difcharging by the Nephew his 
Obligations to the Uncle. It is well known 
how favourable Innocent XL had been to 
the Emperor Leopold^ and how oppofixe to 
Lewis XIV. King of France. Odefcalchi of- 
fered to regale the Republick with twenty 
Millions of Polijh Livres, fome fay thirty. 
He funher engaged to continue unmarried 
if it fliould not be judged proper for him to 
have Iflue. The Italian Candidate, tho^ 
The Ma 1- laughed at, had the Vanity to fend theyf^- 
cei vb^ ^^ t^^ Monte- Catini , Confiftorial Advocate , 
that Re- unto Poland to negotiate his Eieftion. The 

^adoT"" ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ "^^ apprehend Odefcalchi'^ 
Head intended for a Crown, afked one 2r 
nother, whether Don Livio had any Law- 
Suit depending in Poland^ and if he had 
not fent his Roman Lawyer to foUicite for 
him. New Ridicule role every Day, and 
Palquinades were difperied, and Things fo 
carried, that the Italian Envoy was afham- 
ed to appear any more, and thought 
It advifable to return to Rome^ after which 
fhey. heard no further of Odejcalcbi. 

Prince 
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Vx\x\zz Alexander, fecond Son ofthekte ^^9^- 
Kingj was again talked of, but he was not p^ ^/^^.^ 

of the Age prefcribed by Law^ and befidesf^ r^^p 
his Fadion was of litde Credit, *^ ' 

The Prince of Baden^ had better Hopes. f**^f5^?-" 
His great Anions fpoke in his Favour. He|^^^^^^ ^^ 
had fignaUzcd his Valour in T'ranJ-vania^htm^c. _ 
and t.ungary. It was agreed^ that P^/izW^'^^^^"^- 
could difiicultly make a better Choice. A 
King accuftomed to conquer the T'urks^ and 
capable of making an End of what Scbiejki 
had left impcrfeft, could not but be a great 
Advantage to them. Befides which he was 
fupported by the Eledor of Brandcnhurgh^ 
who offered to defray all the Expences, ne- 
ceffary to the Succefs of the Ekftlon, ha- 
ving Reafon to expeft his Amends, from 
the Meafures before concerted with that 
Prince; who, as it was pretended, had a- 
greed to give up PruJJia Royal to him. But 
it was to be feared, that after the Ele€tinn» 
the Eletlnr would not perform hisPromifes, 
and that the Prince, tho' Captain grcac 
enough in the Command of Armies, was 
not rich enough to pay them. 

Every Thing inclined to favour the Prince prT/p-i 
oiConiiy when one of the Pdijh Senators -"'''^'^'^ 
prefentcd a new Candidate, John P^^^p^f^- ^rx^^ur^w- 
dmvjki, fothac Senator was called, was Ca-'u^ sidcs^ 
Jiellan of Culm, a Man of Wit, and Intriegue^ 
who had his Fortune to make. At firft he 
feemed to favour Prince Janm's Intereft, 

E 4 but 
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1697^ but when hefaw that Prince's Party entirely 
^-'^"^''''*^ declined J he joined the Faction of France, 
Ntro, i6g6, Obferving himfelf not fo con- 
fide r able in it as he defired, he apprehend* 
edj that thofe who were at the Head of it, 
might one Day carry thefirft Dignities of the 
Kingdom to his Prejudice, This Opinion 
induced him to take fuch Meafures, as fhould 
lay the Sovereign to be eleded under Obli- 
gations to him for the Crown, He call an 
Eye upon the Court of Saxony ^ where a young 
Eleftor reigned, who in all Probability 
would not be offended in being thought of 
He ofTer^as a Candidate, To him he offered his Ser* 
tt\hr E- ^^^^^* And upon the Anfwer he received, 
Icdor of went fecredy to Drejlien^ in Feb. 16 j6. 
Sax5/ty. where his Reception was fuitable to the 
Merit of one, who came to offer a Crown^ 
or the Means to obtain it. 
j^. Re- Prztpendoui/ki began with reprefenting tp 
prefeiua- the Ele£tor the prelenc Condition of P^- 

Sprince ^^^^* ^^ ^°^^ ^^^ Prince James's Party 
was ruined ; that the younger Brothers h^dl 
no Pre ten lions to the Crown ; that the 
Queen fup ported her Meafures no longer, 
lince her Complaifance for the Embaffador 
of France had deprived her of two Mil! ions j 
the only Recoorfe fhe had for the reeftab- 
lifhmentofher Son's Affairs ; that the Princes 
of Newburgh, Lorrain and Baden, had no 
Party formed 5 that the Prince of Cariti's 
>vas ftrong indeed, but that it would not be 

impof- 
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impoflible to deftroy it, and fubflitute '^^if^Z^^ 
its Place a Faflioti for his Elcdoral High- 
nefs^ if he would take the fame Meafures 
for himfelfj that the Abbe PoUgnac had done 
for the Prince of Cnntt. He added that 
thofe Meafures confiftedj Fir ft, in the Pra- 
mife of three Millions, of which the Re- 
publick was in Want for the Payment of its 
Armies , that Sum to be fhewed to the 
Commiflaries before the Eledion : Second- 
ly, in the Prefencc of his Highnefs; and he 
took Occafion to obferve here, that France 
would find it difficult to tranfport the Prince 
of Conti into Poland^ in a Time of War , 
when thePaflages by Land and Sea were c- 
qually ihut up againft him 5 inftead of which 
they were entirely open on all Sides to his 
Eledoral Highnefs* In the third PJace it 
woyld be neceffary for his Highneis to turn 
Roman Catbolick, and engage that the E- 
leflrefs his Confort fliould embrace the fame 
Religion. This laft Condition, which ^p-jj^gu/uf 
peared the moft difficult, was the moft eafy.^'^^^^°^ 
All the World looked upon the Eleflor of Sc!,^ 
Saxony as a Lutheran: But there were Cer-fW/^itho' 
tificates to prove, that he had beeninftrudt-^^^^^^^^^ 
cd in a Tour he made two Years before to 
Rome, and had abjured Lutheranijm to the 
Prince of Sax-Zaks^ Bifliop of Javarin^ 
|iis Relation. The CapUan left Drefden, 
laden with magnificent Prefents, and better 
pleafed with Promjies of a mych greater 

Value 
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1697. Vdue returned to Poland^ to diipofe that Na- 
^-'''^^^'^^ tion to receive the Offers he had to make 

from the Eledlor. 
Perplexity Ohhis Arrival at Warfaw^ he did not fail 
\iindo^vjki. ^^ ^^^ himfelf extremely at a Lofs. In his 
Journey to Drefden he had confulted Pru- 
dence lefs than Intereft. His Credit was fo 
flender that he knew not how to get a Ne- 
gotiation of his own contriving , approved. 
His Friends with whom he had not advifed 
would have been exceeding glad, that he 
had not intermcdled in fo tender an Affair. 
Some were of Opinion he ought to fpeak, 
others that he ought to hold his Tongue; 
both Methods equally dangerous, fo that 
he who had been fo bold in giving his Ad- 
vice at Z)r^yZ/^w, was in no Condition to fol- 
low it himfelf at Warfaw. To draw him- 
felf out of this Dilemma^ he wrote to the 
Chevalier Flemming^ who came to his Re- 
lief, with the offer of his Matter's Perfon 
and Purfe. 
Fimming Flemmiftg delivered the fecond of May a 
;rj;^^;J; abetter from the Ekaor of Saxony to Abbe 
tion for Polignac. It was rumoured, that the Ele6t- 
the E4c6i-Qj- infinuated, the King of France abandoned 
'iv.^^'^^^^he Eledlion of the Prince of Conti-y and 
that the EmbafTador returned an Anfwer no 
Way fatisfaftory to the Court oi Drefden, 
Be that as it will, there was another Letter 
from that Prince to the Primate of Poland \ 
who made Anfwer, as was faid, in Terms, 

that 
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that did not givie the leaft Encouragement. ^^7- 
The Embaffador of France was fcnfibly ^'^^^ 
touched with the Appearance of this new 
Candidate. It had not been difficult for 
him to have given that Prince the Exclu- 
fion in the Petty Diets, had he known 
iboner of his fecting up. But the Time for 
them was elapfed. The Meeting of the ge- 
peral Diet drew nigh. The Nobility had be- 
gan their March to Warfanv^ with Colours 
^ying, and the Fadtions grew warmer than 
ever. 

There were however properly fpeaking TwoPar- 

pnly two Parties, that difputed the Crown/*" ^^i" 

the Prince of Conti\ and the Eledor ofcwn. 

Saxony's. The firft was always the ftrong- 

eft, the other formed itfelf by Degrees, fc- 

cretly fupported by the Court of Vienna^ 

and the Complaints of the CafiellanoiCulm^ 

That Francedid not execute its Engagements, 

that the Prince oiConti was abfent, and that 

the Money was wanting for the Payment of 

the Army. This was an elicntial Means to 

turn the Preference upon the Eledor of 

Saxony y who was ready to appear with the 

Money in Hand, to anfwer all the Occa- 

iions of the Republick. On the other Side 

the Abbe P&lignac gave out, that the Prince 

of Conti would foon be upon the Spot, and 

afiured them, the expeded Remittances 

would not be delayed, at all. But all his 

Profeffiohs did not prevent fome Po/i/b Lords 

from 
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from wavering, upon the Profpefl; of other 
Promifes nearer their Execution, 

About this Time News came that the 
Army in Confederacy was at length returned 
to their Obedience* It was now feveral 
Months fince the Biftiop of Piojkoy Chief in 
the Commiffion, appointed by the Senate to 
treat with the Rebels , had feen the Ac- 
commodation he endeavoured to conclude 
brought to nothing. He had gone fo far 
as to prevail upon the Rebels to approve the 
Offers made to them in the Name of the 
Senate, But Baramwjki difowned his De- 
puties Proceedings 3 and condemned the 
Chiefs of them to Death, upon Pretence 
that he had exceeded his Inftrudlions* The 
Execution had however been omittedi at the 
Rcqueil of the ComniifTaries of the Re pub- 
lick, who renewed the Conferences at the 
Caflle of Sambor^ where Baranowjki re- 
fided. 

Thefe Conferences were not more fuccefs- 
ful than the former, Baranowjki fuborned 
fome of his Companions to give out, that 
this treating was only a Stratagem to furprize 
their General Upon which the whole 
Army declared again ft all Accommoda- 
tion. Baranowjki immediately publiflied 
a Manifefto, in which he endeavoured to 
juftify his Conduit, But the Senators af- 
lemblcd at Leopold^ declared him guilty of 

S?dition 
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Sedition, and the Confederates, Rebels, and ^^97- 
Enemies of their Country. ' v.>^"vvj 

So vigorous a Refolution was the decifive The Army 
Stroke; more than forty Companies renoun- j^^°^^^. 
ced the Confederacy, and their Example deracy. 
ftaggered the reft. Baranowjki was fo inti- 
midated by fuch a Turn of Affairs, that 
he refolved upon the fame Expedient him- 
felf. He thought it better to take Advan- 
tage of the Pardon offered him , than to 
rifque being abandoned by all his Troops. 
It was eafy to perceive Neceffity was his 
only Motive for a Step of this Nature. 
Some of the Senators were for making a 
fevere Example* of him. But yablonowjki jabknm- 
interpofed, that General had Powers from//propo- 
the Senate to treat with the Rebels, and even J^^^^p^^^^^^^^ 
to give them Advantagious Conditions, pro- to thcCoa- 
vided they returned to their Duty. He ^^dciatcs 
declared to the Confederates, that the Re- 
publick pardoned their Crime, and gave 
them his Word of Honour that they might 
lafely come to him at Leopold. Thither 
they marched with their General at their 
Head, who agreed to fubmit to whatever 
Count Jablonowjki (hould require, (his Life 
and Fortune exempted.) 

The Eleventh of May was pitched upon 
for an A<5tion, that it was necefTary fhould 
make fome Figure. A Canopy of State 
was eredted. in the Church of the Bernar^ 
dines J under which Jablonowjki took his 

Seat. 
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1697. Seat. Bararifmjki threw himfelf at his 

^-^^^Feec, kifled the Foocftool of his Chair ^ 

afked Pardon, renounced the Confederacy, 

tore to Pieces the Writing that appointed 

him its Chief, and fcnt away his Standards* 

After which his Staff of Office was brokc^ 

and the Service of Thankfgiving began, as 

for the gaining a Viftory. As foon as the 

Ceremony was over, Baranowjki difappear- 

cd, urged by his Shame, as fome believed, 

to hide himfelf; others fufpeded he was 

fecretly affaffinatcd. 

Openirg xhg Time for holding the Diet was now 

' ^ ^^^ arrived. The Fort and Bridge it wascufto- 

mary to build upon the Viflula being fi- 

niftied the 15th oi May^ the Day fixed fof 

the general Diet, it opened with the ufual 

Ceremonies. After the Mafs of the Holy 

Ghoji^ celebrated by the Fope\ Nuncio^ the 

Biftiop of Plo/ko preached the Sermon, in 

which he exhorted the Aflembly to have no 

other Intereft than that of the Republick^ 

to renounce all private Engagements, and 

place upon the Throne the Pcrfon, they 

fhould believe mod worthy of it. . , 7 

Motives They did not proceed that Day to the 

vtnt^he Elcftion of the Marfhal of the Diet, as well 

M^fhars becaufc of the Multiplicity of Pretenders, as 

Elcaion. jhat they apprehended the Nobility of the 

Palatinates of Cracow^ and Sendomir^ in 

Conjundtion with \hQ RuJJianPofpolite^ who 

were 
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were prcfcnt In great Numbers at the open- "697. 
ing of the Diet, ftiould chufe a Marflial ^"^^^ 
to their own liking. It was thought pro- 
per to refer the Eledion of that Officer, 
till the Arrival of the Nobility of the other 
Palatinates. Several Sittings paflcd with- 
out any important Refolution : The Pala^ 
tinates only agreeing to defirc Count Humu 
enijki ; who had been eleded Marflial oiHumien- 
the Preliminary Diet, to continue in ^^^\^^^^^ 
Fundion, till another fhould be ele<9:cd fotasMaxaiaL 
this. Humienijkiy after having thanked the 
Palatinates for the Honour done him, re- 
presented, that the deplorable Condition of 
the Republick proceeded only from its Want 
of an Head, and that it was neceffary their 
Choice fhould be deferred no longer. 

After this Difcourfeoneof the PalatinatesVt<f^^Ai 
moved, that Enquiry fhould be made ^^^o^^^^^ 
the Authors of the Confederacy of the Ar- 
my, before the Eleftion of the King, or the 
Thoughts of nominating a Marfhal. The 
Palatinates of Great Pvland^ and Cujavia 
added, that to preferve the Libeny of their 
Suffrages, the Senators ought not to be ad- 
mitted into the Place of the Election with 
ftich Numbers of Followers, nor the Anti- 
Chamber of the Marfhal continually crowd- 
ed with Livery Servants. Thefc Motions 
gave Occafion for Debates fufficicntly warm ; 
and it was to be feared, that Violence would 

have 
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1697* have enfued^ when the End of the Seffion 
fufpended their Contefts. 

This Sufpenfion was not of long Durati- 
on. They began May 19* when it was 
propofed to eledl a Marflial- That Officer 
was to be chofen one of the Deputies of 
Great Poland^ it being their Turn. The 
Queen's and great Generals Party ufed their 
Endeavours, that the Choice fhould fall up* 
on the Staroft Odalamw/ki^ Grand- Son of 
the great General, and Son of Count Lef^ 
sdnjki^ Palatine of Lencicia^ and Staroft 
General of Great Poland. The Party a* 
gainft France were for having Count Humi- 
enijki eledledj who had been Marfhal of the 
preliminary Diet, but it was contrary to the 
Law to continue him in the Diet of Eledi- 
on. In the Fadion of France there were 
no lefs than eight Competitors, who were 
at more Trouble to agree amongft them- 
felves, than to exclude thofe propofed by the 
contrary Parties, 
Seven Neverthelefs after feveral Days were paf- 

Competi- fed, Prince Cazimir Czartore/ki^ of the an- 
torsfortKccient Houfc oi Lithuania^ refleeting hisCoo- 
ftitution was too weak for the Fatigues 01 
the Marfhal's Employment, withdrew his 
Pretenfioa Count Branijki^ great Mafter 
of the Houfhold, Son in Law of the Pala- 
tine of Wiina^ followed his Example. An 
Impediment of another Kind induced this 
Lord to defift. He was fcnfible that the 

Diffi- 
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Difficulty of fpeaking in Publick render- 
ed him lels fit for this Employmenc than 
another* Potalijki Staroft of Borzekow^ 
and Czapiki Staroft of Kkk^ divided the 
Voices of f^rz/^^j and the Emulation between 
them was great. It was obferved to them^ 
thiit there was but one Employ merit , and 
that they muft agree about it between them- 
fclves. But they chofc rather that both 
Ihoulddefift, than fubmit in any Thing to 
one another. To difengagc Count Sapieba^ 
great Mafter of the Horfe of hitbuania, and 
Count Dialinjki^ great Marter of the Horfe 
of the Crown, and Treafurer of Pritjjia, a 
Stratagem was made Ufe of* To the firft 
was promifed fecretly, that he fliould be 
chofen Marfhal of the Diet of the Corona* 
tion, if he would deiift at prefcnr* His 
Competitor, ignorant of this Addrefs, was 
contented to abandon his Pretenfions, fuf- 
ficiendy fatisficd in the Notion of having 
prevented his Opponent's Eleftion. Thede- 
fifting of all thefe Pretenders, was not fa- 
vourable to Count Miezinjki^ Staroft of 
Wielen* He found his Party very unequal, 
and made a Merit of it, from his Friends 
Want of Power, to offer his Voice to Count 
Bkltnfii, great Chamberlain of the Crown, 
whom the Abbe Polignac favoured. 

That Minifter had been chofen Arbicra- J^^^ 
cor of the Difference, between thofe eight pj^^j^^^^. 
LrOrdSj and inclined to Count S?V//;j/t/, whodorarbi- 
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was entirely devoted to France^ as well on 
Account of his Marriage with the Daugh- 
ter of the late Count Mo/feyn, formerly high 
Treafurer of Po/^;?^, who in 1683, retired 
into France^ as becaufe he had a great Eftatc 
in that Country. 

The uniting of all [hefe Lords, in Favour 
of Count Bie/i^/ki, was a great Point gain- 
ed- BiJt there was ft ill a great Deal want- 
ing, before they could be affured of his E- 
lc6tion. The Party ^gainft France were 
fiiUy rcfolved, to fuffer no other Marfhal, 
than the Staroft Odaianonjki, The Obfti* 
nacy on both Sides was fo great, that there 
was a Neceflity to defer the Ele£tion. There 
were befides this, feveral Incidents that broke 
in continually upon the Point in Queftion, 
by furnifliing new Matter for Divilion. 
When the Election of the Marflial was fpoke 
of, fome of the Nuncio's were above all 
Things for examining into the Grievances 
of the Nation from the Royal Family, and 
tlie Partifans of the Royal Family immedi- 
ately inGfted, that the two Treafurers fliould 
be called to Account. Others again were 
as flifFfor an Enquiry into the Authors of 
the Confederacy of the Armies, 

So many Diviiions would not admit their 
proceeding to the Eleftion of a MarfhaL 
They were at length obliged to make that 
C\\6ictjune 15. by Pojipolitei every Gentle- 
man in his Turn giving his Suffrage in?- 

\p 
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to the Hands of Count Humiemjki. Count »^7- 
BieUnJki had the Majority of Voices , and Bui^jkf 
was immedi^tcely proclaimed Marfhal. Thus appointed 
he obtained chat Dignity, which did not J^^^^'^fj^^^ 
hold him fo long as the Time it cof): him 
in iblliciting it. The Fa<9:ion of France ex* 
prcffed abundance of Joy upon his Eledion, 
that did not a little flatter their £xpe<^* 
tions. 

This Affair, tho' properly only a Prelim 1- impati- 
nary, had fpun out a Month entire. There ' y'^ir^'"^ 
was no likelihood, that the Eledtion of the Length of 
King, which was a Matter of quite differ- ^^^ ^'^"^^ 
cnt Confcquence, could be determined this 
Diet, which was of Courfe to break up in 
twelve Days. The Nobility were grown 
impatient. Provifions, Money, and every 
Thing elfe began to fail ; for the Sums di- 
ftributed by the Candidates were not fuffici- 
cnt for the Entertainment of fo great a Mul- 
titude of Gentlemen. The Length of the 
Diet was no lefs inconvenient to the Gran- 
decs, from the cxceflive Expences, they 
were obliged to be at. The* great Treafur- 
cr of the Crown haddeftayed for many Days 
<;he I^alatinate of /?^^, confining of twelva^ 
thoufand Gentlemen. Nor had the other 
Heads of Fadions been much behind him in 
the fame Article. 

Thefe Inconveniences did not hinder their Meafurcs 
taking Mcafuresfor the Eleftionof iheKing. ^^^^^^ 
But they afted in them with jfe little Cooccrt,^^g,^ * 
F 2 that 
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1^97- that from the firft it waseafy to forefee^ the 
Elcdiion would be double. The two Parties 
had calculated their Force , the one which 
had been gratified with feeing they had carri- 
ed the Point they difputed> endeavoured to 
infiprove the Advantage ; the other, which 
had been mortified with their Enemies Supe- 
riority, laboured to ftrengthen ihemfelves. 
They began by demanding that the Marfhal 
eleftedj in Cafe of a double Election, fhould 
not deliver the Diploma , without the Con- 
fen t of the Republick* This was no new 
Propofal ; it had been ufed before in the 
fame Manner at the Eleftion of King M/- 
cbaeL But from thence it was inferred , 
that thofe who made the Demand, projefted 
a double Eleftion, in Cafe their Fadlion 
ftiould be worfted a fecond Time. 

To prevent that Difgrace they had Re- 
courfc to their Add rcfs in negotiating- Prze- 
pendow/ki among the reft, redoubled his En- 
the Frr]i^!^deavours to weaken a Party, which in the 
*^^' prefent State of Things, left him no Hopes 
of Succefs for the Enter prize he had form- 
ed. The Palatine oi Wilna feemed to him 
tinder fome Irrefolution j he forgot nothing 
that might entirely change his SentimentSp 
He reprefented to him that the Eleftor of 
Saxony performed hisPromifes, and that the 
Minifters of France contented themfelves 
with giving fair Words. The Palatine was 
in fome Meafure brought over by the Caflel- 
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Ian of Culm's Difcourfe, and in a Council 
held at the Prima te's^ after the Marflial of 
the Diets Eleflion, complained with fome 
Warmth, that the Promifes of France were 
not executed, of the Prince of Cmii's Ab- 
(cnct^ and of the Want of Money for the 
Payment of the Army, The Minifters of 
France however anfwered his GDmplainislb 
cfFeftually, that he was obliged to give in- 
to their Opinion- He alfo fwore, with the O-ith h- 
Cardinal and many others of the Lords, to !;'''\t^\^' 
ele(fl no other King bat the Prince of Conii. 
As the Remittances were expe<Sed at Dant^ 
^/riagainft the Time of the Eleftion, that 
Obftacle was looked upon to be removed. 
To remove alfo that of the Prince's Abfence, 
it was refolved to fign and difpatch Letters 
already prepared, to haften his coming, 
which had been fufpended only in Expedta- 
lion of the Remittances, 

The lych oiJunezwA the two following Contencl- 
Days nothing but Faftionand Intrigue went 3^^^ ^^^ 
forward at fVarfaw^ and in the Diet, Di- 
vilion> Accufation, and Recrimination were 
all that paffed. The Enemies of the Royal 
Family made frequent Demands, that the* 
national Grievances fliould be enquired in- 
to; to which the Partizans of that Houfe 
replyed, that it was Neceflary above all 
Things to examine into the Accounts of the 
Treafurers. The Refolution agreed on, to 
refer thofe two Points to the Diet of the 
F 3 Coro- 
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Coronation wa§ the only Means to put an 
End to the Debates upon them, Tnac Ex- 
pedient gave Leifurc to apply to the Reguk- 
lion of the Articles, to which the new King 
was to fweatj and to feveral other prelim in- 
ary Points. 

On the 20th Davia^ the Pope'% Nuncio 
had his publick Audience with the ufual Ce- 
remonies, In kis Difcourfej he exhorted 
the Nobility to elcft a Catbolick King, wha 
mighc be ufeful to the Church and the King- 
dom. The Day following the Bi(hop of 
Fajjaw^ Embaflador Extraordinary frona 
the Emperor , had alio his publick Audi- 
CTCe^ but not without fufFering feveral In- 
dignities. That Minifter came from Vienna 
to Warjaw vfiih few Attendants, Propriety 
obliged him to have a Train, fuitable to the 
iDignity of the Sovereign hercprefented. He 
had taken feveral Germans into his Service, 
whom he found at Warfaw. Thofe Peo- 
ple litde informed in Ceremonial, furround- 
ed the Embaflador, with their Swords drawn, 
and raifed : The Marfhal of the Diet in 
coming to conduct him to the Affembly ob* 
ferved it, and exprefled himfelf in very high 
Terms, threatning if they did not put up 
their Swords, he would order them to be 
attacked immediately. The Party would 
not have been equal, it was therefore Ne- 
ceflary to obey. Another Difference arofe 
after that Prelace^s entring the AiTembly, the 

great 
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great Secrerary of the Crown, into whofe 
Hands the Emperor s Letcers were deliver- 
ed, perceived as he advanced with them to- 
wards the Primate, that on their Infcription 
or DireiSion the Terms Indyti$ Reipublica 
were made Ufc of, inftead of Sereniffima 
Rdpub!ica\ This the Primate complained of^ 
as of a State ill aflbmed. The EmbafTador, 
who did notforefeefuch a Ditficuhy, defir- 
cd Permiffion to make his Apology in fnW 
Diet, which was granted, upon Condition 
that he fbould add the Word Serenijimd 
with his own Hand, and engage to have it 
approved by the Emperor, But he excufed 
himfelf, alledging that it exceeded his Po- 
wer to alter any Thing in the Stile of the 
Imperial Chancery, fo that his Letter was 
not received. Thefe Mortifications were 
only a Prelude to thofe, he was to experi- \ 
ence that Day. The People in his Traiil 
had placed themfelves round him in fuch ^ 
Manner, as hindred him from being feem 
This gave Offence, and Signs were made 
to them to remove, but they chofe to lie 
down upon the Ground The EmbafTador 
himfelf was reprimanded upon it. Whilfl 
he fpoke he was frequently interrupted, be- 
caufe he made Ufe of the Term Fo$ inftead 
of the Terms of Honour due to a Repub- 
lick free and crowned. His Difcourfe he 
read, and continued it without changing his 
Exprcffions in any Things whilft fcveral 
F 4 Pcrfons 
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Perfons apoftrophifed upon it, without any 
Manner of Ceremony. He was fo difor- 
defd by diis Ufage^ that he bled at the 
Nofe, which relieved hini opportunely from 
further Trouble, It is obfervable that he 
had began to recommend Prince y^/;i^j. 

The Abi^e PoUgnac was to have Audience 
the next Day, being the twenty fecpnd, and 
the oppofite Party were refolved to inter- 
riipt him in Reveng? of the Imperial Mi- 
liifter's Mortifications. You have infulted 
our Embaflador, fa id Jabkmwjki Star oft 
ofOlJzten^ to Morrow we fhall return the 
Favour by yqurs- Sonie Perfons were fo 
wife to intimate this to the pr^;i£^j6Minifter- 
It was apprehended, he was not fo flegma- 
tick to fuffer patiently an Indignity of that 
Nature, His Condud upon the Occafion 
was not to expofe himfelf to it. He con- 
sented himfelf with printing what he had to 
pfFer, and having it delivered to each Palati- 
nate under his Hand and Seal- 
On the twenty third a Compliment was 
made that Minifter, which he had not ex- 
pedred, if Count Priemjki Caftellan of Xtf- 
lifch^ his particular Friend had not given him 
Notice of it beforehand- The Bifliopof P/c/5o, 
and the Count's DziaUnJki and Wapowjki 
waited upon him from the Council, They 
defired he would confider the Misfortunes 
that threatened Poland, that the double E- 
}e(^|oii they had forefeea was inevitable^ be- 

caui^ 



caufe it was out of their Power to provide ^^9"- 
the neceflary Succours, which were the^ 
only Means to prevent or defeat it; that 
they had found an Expedient to fecure 
the Repofe oftheRepublick, and the Hon- 
our of France without being any Prejudice 
to his Excellency, Which Expedient was^ 
to confent that the Crown fhould be given 
to the FMdioT of Saxorjy, who would engage 
to return the King of France the Money 
he had expended, and have all the Regard 
for the Embaffador's Perfon, which could 
be expensed from the Gratitude of a Prince^ 
indebted to him for a Crown, 

The Abbe Polignac^ after having taken ntsR^" 
fome Time to prepare his Anfwer, auend- f'^'^^'^^*^*" 
ed the three Deputies to theScnate. Hethere rate, 
reprefented^ of what Confequence It was 
to prevent the ElecSor of Saxony's being pla- 
ced on theThrone^ the Danger of being un- 
der the Government of a German Prince^ 
as well in Regard to the Liberties as Religi- 
on of Poland, Thefe Reprefentations were 
followed with Menaces* He told them he 
was allured of a Body of the Nobility, to 
fupport the Interefts of his Candidate, and 
that, if after all the Prince of Canti was not 
eleded, his Party would at leaft be ftrong 
enough to fupport that of Prince J^mes , 
with which he would join, and he conceived 
the Cardinal Primate, and the ocher Gran- 
dees would a£l in the fame Manner. 
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The Embafladors Difcourfe confirmed 
the Counfei in their firft Sentiments. They 
underftood from It, that the French Party 
which was reported to be in the Decline, 
was ftronger than was given out i on the 
oeher Hand they were afraid of falling 
^gain under the Queen's Adminiftration* 
Thefe Confiderations engaged them to pro-- 
mife to fupport the Prince of Contih Inter- 
eft, which they all per fevered to do to the 
laft, except Krzifzpin^ Palatine of WiUpJk 
and Morjleyn Caltellan of Czerjkow, who 
were prevailed upon to change Sidtrs by the 
Promifes of theCaOellan of Culm, 

From the Elcftion of thcMarfhal, Prz^^ 
findowjki had endeavoured to bring over the 
Palatine oiWilna into his Party, but he was 
too irrefolute to be fixed to either Side. He 
had foon Rcafon not to be too much in Pain 
upon that Account. Be fides the Palatine of 
Wttepjk^ and the Caftellan of Czerjkow, he 
engaged fever al other Grandees, Pcfojkiy 
Palatine of Cracow^ and Under- General of 
the Crown fent the twenty fourth, to let 
the French Embaflador know, that upon the 
Affignment of a certaiti Sum of Money to 
him he would come into his Mealureswith 
all his Faftion. But whether this Minifler 
had not the Money, or did not think pro- 
per to hazard it, hedeclined the Advan- 
tage *f upon which Potojki made his Bargain 
with the Caftellan of Culm. Jaklonowfii 
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grand General of the Crown, J(^/eph Sluf- 1697. 
zka, C^Mhn of ff^ilna, and UnderGene- ^-^'V'^ 
ral of Lithuania^ the Bifhop of Ci^javia, 
Vice- Chancellor T'ark , and feveral others^ 
went alfo over into the iame Party. All 
thefe Lords had abandoned Prince James't 
Party, whofe Interefl they obferved to be 
Irretrievably funk. From which Time the 
Saxon FaSion, and that of France fubfift- 
ed alone; the other Competitors being con- 
fidered with Indifference in almoft all the 
Palatinates. 

The AMe Polignac knew the Danger. He ETorti of 
did his utnK){t to weaken a Faflion, thatg^^^JJ^^^ 
made foch head againft him. He ob)eftedd>rro 
three Arguments to thern^ which would en- '^'f^^^^^ 
tirely have overihrown them, had cheybeenlf^XTj, 
fupported by any Thing more real than 
fine Words. He alked how they came to 
think of eleding a Prince, whofe Nation 
had always been the Abhorrence of P^/^W? 
Whether they did not apprehend his Power? 
And whether his Religion alone was not a 
fufficient Motive for excluding him ? Thefe 
Reafons were not without their EfFe£t upon 
the Multitude; but the Lords who had gone 
fo far to declare for the Elcdlor, were not at 
all moved by them. They found that Prin- 
ce's Money fufficient to ftt a fide their nati- 
onal Averiion for the Germans; tliat hii 
Power would fupply the Weakncfs of his 
Party j and that his having abjured Luther* 
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ayiifm was Reafon enough for leaving Re^ 
ligion out of the Queftion. 

Ic was indeed given outj that two Years 
before that Prince was converted at Rome. 
But as he had afterwards been fcen to affift 
at the Lutheran Communionj the pretend- 
ed Converfion was not much to be depend- 
ed upon. It was the Opinion of fome Peo- 
ple that his Relapfe rendered him ftillmore 
incapable of the Crown, To prevent this 
Account froni being looked upon as a Fable, 
a Certificate from the Prince of Sax Zekz^ 
his Relation, Bifhop of Javarin^ was pro- 
duced afterwards to fupport it. Its Con- 
tents were in EfFefl: that June 2, 1696, be- 
ing 7*rimly Sunday, the Eleftor of Saxony 
had made his Abjuration to him at Vienna, 
The Chevalier Flemming fhewed this Paper 
10 all the Worlds which however convin- 
ced very few. Objedions were raifed a- 
gainft a Certificate in which nei[her the 
Witnefibs nor the Church were mentioned. 

The 25 ch of 'Jime^ all the Palatinates 
affembled to conclude upon the Prelimin- 
aries of the Eledtion, which was fixed for 
the next Day, All the Nobility, to the 
Number of an hundred thouland, and up- 
wards, were arrived in the Plains about 
Warfaw. Each Palatinate under its owu 
Standard^ divided intoCompanies,the ftrong- 
eft confifting of eight or nine hundred Men> 
ihe weakeft of two hundred. They were all 
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on Horfeback, except fome few Foot ported *^97' 
behind the Cavalry. Thofe Foot who were ^-^""^ 
alfo without Sabres, and armed with Scythes, 
were poor Gentlemen, who had not Money 
to buy Horfes, yet had an equal Privilege in 
giving their Votes* 

It is cuftomary at this Time for the Se-ThcBict 
nators to harangue ihcir Palatinates, to re-"P?"^^« 
commend their making the EleSion accord- antfcj^^ 
ing to the Laws of the Kingdom, The Bi- ing ihc e- 
(hop ofPMa had fcarce made an End oflf T"^ 

t * n 1 T * n 1 • the I'nncft 

his Speech ro his Palatinate, when thcofc^^asu 
Gentlemen who compofed it j cried out 
Fivai Conti, long live Conti^ and gave a 
Volley* The Palatinates of Siradia, and 
Rava followed their Example, as did the 
three of Pru£ia, The Eleftion was upon 
the Point of being anticipated, through the 
Impatience of the Nobility for a Sovereign. 
And if their Ardor had been followed, the 
Prince of Conti had been elefted that Day- 
The Majority of the Gentlemen, who had 
only heard chat Prince, and Prince James 
fpoken of, declared entirely for the former, 
rejeding the latter; and had not the leaft 
Thoughts of the Eleilor, or the other Can- 
didates, 

The Caftellan of Cidm, and all his Fac-P'-^K*-^ 
tion apprehended their being furpri^ed* To p^rty " *^ 
prevent which, they protelied again ft the 
Behaviour of the Primate, the Biflriop of 
PhJhOj the Palatine of Cuim^ of tlie Lubo-- 
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1697. merjki\ tht Sapieha\ and ihc Radzevil's 
^'^^^^^^'^ whom they accufed of having concerted 
to anticipate the Elcdlion contrary to the Re- 
gulations. They demanded, that according 
to Law, it fliould not be made till the Can- 
didates were firft propofed, which ought 
not to be till the Day appointed for the E- 
leftion. Their Demand was complyed with. 
Thus the Prince of Conti's Partizans let his 
Fortune flip out of their Hands, which how- 
ever did not fail to offer it felf again the next 
Day, ^ 

Efforts of What had happened employed equally tJic 
againft^ ^^ Thoughts of each Party. The reft of the 
•ftch other. Day and the whole Night was paflfed in cul- 
tivating their fcveral Inrerefts. The Facti- 
on of Saxony took no fmall Pains to pub- 
li{h the Eleftor's Converfion, and that of 
France to have it looked upon as imaginary. 
Both the one and the other had Recourfe to 
the Pope's Nuncio. That Minifter was under 
no fmall Perplexity. To extricate himfelf^ 
he promifed the Party of Saxony to confirm 
the Bifhop of Javarins Certificate, affuring 
that of France at the fame Time, that he 
would have nothing to fay to it. He kept 
his Word with them that Day, but broke it 
the next in favour of the Eledtor. He thought 
That perhaps a fufficient Difcharge of his 
Promife. 
The Diet The 26th of yune being the Day fixed for 
prepares to thc Election, vcry early in the Morning, the 
P~^ '^ AfTembly 
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Affcmbly met- in the Church of Si. John ^ 1697* 
where the Primate celebrated Mafs, The^jjQJ^ 
Bifliop of Plojko preached the Sermon, in on. 
which be introduced fevcral ingepious Turne, 
which fufficiently explained his Inclinations^ 
and Hopes < After MaCs they repaired with 
the ufual Ceremony to the Place of EleCti- 
cpp The Senators took their Places in the 
ColOy and the Cardinal made a Speech where- 
in he defcribed the Qualities the King ought 
to have, whom they propofed 10 eledt. He 
preceded to nominate the Candidates, and 
to give them the Praifes due to their Merit. 
The Eleflor of Saxony was the laft men- 
tioned. We ought not to forget hira» fay« 
the Prim ate J Honour obliges us to mention 
him. Neverthelefs that Prince ought not to 
be cle<5led, as he profefles Luther anifm^ and 
no Body can be a flu red of his Convcrfion 
founded upon fuch defedive Proofs. 

His Intention was to prepare the Aflem* pnmatc^i 
bly for a Proceeding of his, that had tooOatk, 
much the Air of Novelty to pleafe every Bo- 
dy, He fet his Knee to the Ground, and 
raifing his Hands to Heaven declared, he 
wotild never nominate the King but with un* 
animous Confenr, excepc their Attachment 
fhould be to a Perfon worthy of being elefted. 
Having finiflied his Oath he rofe up. The 
ccclefiaftical atid fccular Senators then took 
Horfe, in Order 10 appear at the Head of 
their refpcQive Palatinates, which was not u- 
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1697, fual on that Occafion* They were told that 
^-^'^^^'^^ the Senators having endeavoured the fame 
Thing at the Eleftion of King Michael ^ 
on the Drvifion of the Nobility between the 
Princes of NewBurgb^ and Lorain^ they fired 
upon them. Sofaliuary anHintj induced thofe 
Lords to change their Defign, and as well that 
they might do nothing contrary to Law^ aa 
for the Security of their Perfons, they re- 
turned diredly. The Primate and the Mar- 
ftial ft aid alone in the Coky facing each other, 
to receive DifpatcheSj which came frequent- 
ly, and to give the neceflary Orders. 
The "Roy- At firft the Royal Family's Party feemed 
to revive. The Palatine of Cracow^ who 
fpoke firft, and him of Pojhania^ who fpoke 
next, remonftrated, that good Manners, the 
ant lent Ufage obferved from immemorial 
Time, and the Remembrance fltU recent of 
their great Obligations to the late King, re- 
quired, that the Republick fhould prefent the 
Crown to Prince James. Upon which three 
Companies of Cracow cried out, long live 
James Son of the King, one Company of 
Pofnania did the fame tho' more faintly. But 
the three remaining Companies of the firft 
of thofe Palatinates, and the five of the fe- 
cond cried our, long live Conti^ and with 
fo much Vehemence, that his Name refound- 
Acchma- cd thto* the ivhole Field, IVilna^ which 
Ji^^^^^^P^ voted third Ihoutedalfolong live Conti^ and 
vour. the reft followed their Example, 'till it came 
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tQih^Txxtn of Sam^gitia, Some Palatinates *%7 
however had Thoughts of recommending the '^■^'^vN/ 
Princes of Newburgh znd Lorrain^ as well up- 
on Account of their Birth, asbecaufe of the 
Alliance and Amity between the Emperor and 
the Republick, Other Palatinates thought 
fit that theadvantagiousPropofalsofthePrince 
Don LivioOde/cbalcbi ihould be confidercd. 

All this did not hinder the Prince of Cofitrs SuCrigcs 
Party from having che Superiority. Its Op- ^t>*^ t* ^ H- 
pofers were afraid they fhould fee him Elect- ^^^^^* 
cd, in Spice of all their Addrefs, To ward 
which Blow they engaged two Companies of 
Samogitia, to nominate the Elector of 5^xi7- 
ny. That Name was odious to the French 
Faction, who threatened no lefs than to put 
all to the Sword whofliould dare to propofca 
hutheran : This was rhe only Otgedion to this 
Prince^ who had all the Recommendations 
that Valour, high Birth , and great Riches 
could give him, and was in every Refpeil as 
proper a Pcrfon as could be thought of, to 
reeftablifh the Republick's Affairs, His Ad- 
herents knew the moft material Point was, 
10 obviate the Reproach of his being a Lu^ 
theran, and declared every where^ that the 
Eledor was a good CathoUcky and had made 
his Abjuration. As they found it difficult to 
be believed upon their bare Word, they ad- 
ded, that the Pole's Nuncio was ready to at- 
tcQ, it on the Part of his Holinefs. Scarce 
any Body but a few poor Gendemen, to 
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1697- whom the Caftellan of Culm, had given 
^^'^^y^^ Liquors and a Crown a Piece^ were fadsfied 
with this Declaration* Others demanded to 
fee the Nuncio's Atteftation. 
Method of That Atteftation was ftill wanting, and 
the irrpe It was with Difficulty they got it. Tho 
Hd MinU Nuncio had not forgot his Promife of the 
vourofiheDay before. The Billiop of P^^under- 
Sax<fN?^x^ took for the Succefs of that Affain He wait- 
ed on the Nuncio, and let him know, that 
if he did not give it immediately, he muft 
refolve to fee the Prince of Conti elefted 
without Oppolition* The Nuncio could 
refill no longer^ he took theBifhop ofja- 
varins Letter, andunderwrote his Acknow- 
ledgment of that Prelate's Writing , with 
his and the Eleftor*s Praife annexed ; which 
did not fo much belong to him. About e- 
leven in the Morning, the Caftellan of Culm 
brought this Piece in Perfon to the Camp. 
He held it out in his Hand, and ordered his 
People to publifli in a loud Voice, that the 
Pppe'^ Nuncio declared the Eledor of Saxo- 
ny a good Catholkk, and that the Holy Fa- 
ther demanded the Crown for that Prince* 

Such an Artifice had all the Succefs that 
could be expefted, A great Number of 
Gentlemen fuffered themfelves to he caught 
by it, fo that about Noon, the Party of Saxo- 
ny was fuperior to thofe of Sobiejki, New* 
hurgh^ Lorrain and Baden^ but flill Infe* 
rior to that of Coniu This Turn ofThings 
8 occa- 
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occafioned fo much Confufion, that it was '^7- 
no longer poffible to take the Votes. To ^^""VVJ 
remove which Inconvenience, the Primate 
propofed, that thofe for Conli fhould move 
to one Side, and thofe for the. other Candi-' 
dates to the other. This Order was imme- 
diately executed. So great a Number of 
Companies for Conft marched to the Right 
of the Szopa as alarmed the Saxon Fadion 
not a little. They redoubled their Efforts 
to form a Body on the left. Notwithftand- 
ing all their Pains, there was a great Num- 
ber wanting to make it equal that of the 
Adverfary. 

Difpofitions fo favourable induced theThcPri- 
French Party to write every Inftant to the ^'5'^^^^^J^'^^^'' 
Primate, to conjure him to nominate the Vain to 
Prince of Conf/\ without waiting 'till next 'lominate 
Day. But he let this Occafion, which For- of^^ J^7.^* 
tuneprefented, flip; as he did another, when 
the Palatinates drew up in Line of Battle 
and were ready to engage. The Caftellaa 
of Kalifch mounted on a ftrong Horfe, and 
holding a Crucifix in one Hand, and his Sa- 
bre drawn in the other, appeared at the 
Head of the Palatinates of his Party, calling 
out on all Sides, Let God, Conti, and Liberty, 
live. Their Heats ran fo high, that it was 
cxpedled every Moment they would have 
charged each other. The Biftiops of Cuja- The fright 
w//, Pojnaniay and Livonia ^ were fo much g^j^^*^ 
convinced of it, that they took Horfe, fled ' °^' 
G 2 to 
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'^97' to Warfaw^ and hid themfelves in the Cloi- 
fier of St, ^ohn. It had beea over withihc 
Saxon and all the other Parties s the Prince 
of Conti would have found no further Dif- 
* ficultyj nor a double Election been to fear, 
had the Primate then thought fit to nomi- 
nate the King, After theFHght of the three 
Bifliops, there v^as no farther Apprehenfion of 
a contrary Nomination. But whether that 
Prelate was lefs inclined than he appeared, 
or had lefs Refolucion than Probity, he com- 
plied at the Reqoeftof the Gene ralSj to de- 
fer the Nomination till next Day. To ju- 
ftify this Condu6t, it was given out that 
fourteen Companies of Sendomir and Mazo- 
via^ in which the greateft Strength of the 
oppofite Party confifted, had promifed to 
change Sides as foon as the Obfcurity of the 
Night would admit. Whether it were fo 
or nor, he acquiefced with the Generals 
Propofalj and when he was foUicited to de- 
clare the Prince of Conti^ the Night ap- 
proaches, fald he, the Eleftion of the King 
of Poland fliould not be the Work of Dark- 
nefs. Lei us do it to Morrow. 
Artifice to It was agreed by all Parties to pafs the 
kn^tlf Night on Horfeback, and that no Body 
fliould quit their Poft, The Primate him- 
felf ftaid there all Night in his Coach. The 
Cartel Ian of Culm did not follow his Ex- 
ample. He went fecretly to Warfaw^ to 
the Bifliop of Pafaw^ where ihe Envoys 
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of Saxony^ Bavaria^ and Brandenhurgb ^ i%7' 
chofe of the Dukes of Newburgh and J^r- -^''^^^'^ 
rain^ wich the Reiident of Venice^ were af- 
fembled. They agreed that as ihey could 
do no otherwife, they would give up the 
Prerenfions of their refpeflive Candidates, 
to the Eledor of Saxmy ^ whofe Faftion 
was the ftroogeft next to the Prince of Con- 
its. They went further. They engaged 
to afliil the Chevalier Flemming with their 
Money* The Envoy of Brcndenburgh Qon- 
tributed two hundred thoufand Crowns^ in- 
tended for the Prince of Baden. The Bi- 
fliop of P off aw one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand, which he had with him; and the reft 
in Proportion, There was not any of them 
who did not come into this, even to the 
Refident q( Venice^ who took Occaiion to 
fignalize himfelf, at the Queen's Expence, 
He advancedthifty thoufand Crowns, which 
that Princefs had confided to his Care, to be 
applied occafionally for Prince yames's Ser- 
vice. All this Money with what the Che- 
valier Fknmiing had before, and what the 
Jews advanced upon Bills of Exchange , 
made up the Sutn of one Million eight hun- 
dred thoufand Livres, which it was refolved 
to diftribure properly amongft the two Par- 
ties* This was carried by Waggons all 
Night long to the Camp, and was a kind 
of Argument of much greater Force than 
all the Eloquence of the Generals. 

G 3 Ac 
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1 697. At firft the Succefs did not fully anfwer the 
5^0^ Defign. Notwithftaoding their Money, on- 
fuccecd iy a faiallNumber of Conipanies were brought 
entirely, q^^j.^ ^^^ ^qj^^ ^f ^^itiv own quitted them 

. to join the Prince oiConti^ which put thein 
upon applying again to their Addreis in nc- 
gociating. The three Generals, Jablonoas}- 
Jki , Potojki , and Slujka , (endeavoured to 
gain Sapieba^ grand General oi Lithuania i 
but they were tired of following a Man, 
who could come to no Refolution, nor de- 
termine either for the one or the other Parr 
ty. The Caftellan of Culm, and the Che* 
valier Flemming had no better Succefs in a- 
nother Attempt. The 27th, about two in 
the Morning, they went to the j^bbe Polig^ 
nac, whom they informed of the great Pains, 
they had taken all Night : That their Party 
was rich and well reinforced, and that he 
might ftill take the Advantage of the OfFerB 
made him. That Minifter inftead of aa- 
fwering their Propofals, reproached the firft 
with his Treafon, and the fecond with his 
Want of Sincerity. He bad him remember 
the AiTurances he had given him the fecond 
of May, that the Eledtor would only prcr 
tend to the Crown, under the Approbation 
of his moft Chriftian Majefty, and in De- 
fault of the Prince oiConti\ and that how- 
ever in dired: Contradiction to his Promife. 
given, France found no other Oppofitioa 
than from his Electoral Highnefs. Uppii. 
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which Przependowjki and Fkmming with- »^97- 
drew, Un^>J 

At the break of Day, the Heads of the Birpdltlfiii 
different Parties reviewed the Gentlemen, '^^ '*^^ 9^' 
whocompofed them, and all Things were the FJcctU 
difpofed to compleat the Eleftioni when to^^i. 
the general Surprize, the Palatinate of Vol- 
hinia^ theDiftriftof ^jf^/W«^, andfomcCoai- 
panics of Lithuania , quitted their Ground, 
and ported themfelves between the two Lines, 
in Sign of Neutrality. The Palatine oOVil- Behaviour 
na was at their Head, the' all his ^^'^^^J \l^^U' 
kept in their former Pofts, Expreffes were iVtina. 
immediately difpatcbed, to know the Rea* 
fon of this Motion, The Palatine ofWilna's ' 

Anfwer was ambiguous* He told them, his 
Example might terminate the Difference, and 
his Behaviour implyed he offered his Arbi- 
tration. His Meaning was not well under- 
ftood. However, without defiring further 
Explications, the great Treafurer his Bro- 
ther, his Children, and all his Family, the 
Marflial of the Diet, and the Primate con- 
jured him to refume bis Rank, Which he 
did, after reprefenting the Danger of giving 
the En^peror, the Eleftor of Brandenburgh^ 
and the Mufiovite Reafon to be diffatif- 
fied. 

This Affair was fcarcc over, when the Confer- 
Faftion of Saxony fent out of their Line, ^^""^""^^Jj^ 
Certmjki^ Caftellan oi Gnefna^ who made the 5*1.1^^^ 
a Signal for fome Body to advance, and re- ^^^^y* 
G 4 celve 
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1 697. ceive the Propofal he had to make ; Snvienijki^ 
'^-^"''^'^^Bifhop of Kiow^ was deputed, whom he in- 
formed, that his Party defired a Conference 
by Deputies, in the midft of the Koto^ in 
the Prefence of the Primate and Marfhal. 
Upon the Bifliop's Report, the Caftellan's 
Demand was granted. When the Deputies 
of each Side were met, thofe of the Party 
ThcirPrc-of Saxony faid, it was not their Inclination, 
pofaio. xh^xt ftiould be a double Eledion, and that 
if the other Party would abandon the Prince 
of Contiy the Partifans of Saxony would do 
the fame by the Eledlor, and all the other 
Candidates who had been propofed. 
How re- Opinions differed upon this Propofal. To 
ceivcd. fome it appeared ridiculous, and only done 
from their Want of Confidence in the Suc- 
cefs of their Meafures. Others were upon 
the Point of being catched by it, reflecting 
the Party were content to exclude fo many 
Princes, if the Exclufion of only one were 
granted them. The High Treafurer of the 
Crown propofed to the Primate, to offer the 
Prince of Baden to the Party of Saxony, and 
the Bifhop of Plojko feemed to fecond hina. 
But the Palatinates in the Interefl of Conti 
flew out againfl thofe Senators, and to cue 
fhort all Conferences, that only ferved to 
wafle Time to no Purpofe, they unahii- 
moufly called upon the iprima^:e to nomi-r 
n^te the Kipg. 
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As the laft Struggle^ the Biihop of Caja^ »%7* 
via wrote the Primate a Letter in Latin and j^^^ )^^^ 
Polijh, It's Subftance was, that the Pri- tempt of 
mare's Attachment to the Party of ir^iwe/^^^^'^^^* 
had made him forget his Obligations to the 
Royal Family^ and overthrow Prince James'^ 
Intcreft. * ^' laffureyoUj continucdhe, we 
'* are forty Companies of us confederated in 
'^ Favour of the Eleftor of Saxony^ in Cafe 
** you nominate the Prince of Cmti. He 
** concluded with faying, that however he 
" would nor attempt any Thing to the Pre- 
" judice of the Primate*s juft Rights^ if not 
*' compelled by Threats and Force." 

This Letter was delivered to the Primate, 
at the Time he was going to give the Bene- 
diction to the Palatinates. They had drawn 
up round the Koio, with Intent to make 
themfelves Maflers of it As the Primate 
read the Bifhop of Cujavia\ Letter aloud, 
the Nobility took Occafion from it to reprc-- 
fent the Obftinacy of the oppofite Party, and 
their Refolution of making a double Eledi- 
on with forty Companies. And judging it'i^^cNo^ 
no longer neccfTary to prefer ve any Mea- y' ^^j^^^^p^^^^^ 
furesj they expreffed themfelves in fo high mate to 
a ToDe^ that the Primate frightened with '^^"^J?^*'^ 
their Language^ gave the Benediftion, got^^ ''^' 
oa Horfcback^ and at Six in the Evening 

* Sunt mhh 40 'pcxilld NQblUum^ pr§ Saxone cwjurata Ji 
mf^i^^^i^ Conri, Attmnm mn imv^hdo in jura PrmMiaiim 
Fffiff Emimntta^ nif (o^ifm Mims & Jrmis, 
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1697. nominared Francis Lewis o{ Bourhn^ Prince 
l^'^i of CotiU^ King of Poland^ and grand Duke 
pi ocT?Jni- of Lithuania. 

The Proclamation being over, the Primate 
attended by all the Nobility went totFarfmv^ 
where the TV Deum was fung in the Church 
of St. John, The Bifhop of Pfnania, Or- 
dinary of the Place, and the Bifliop of Li^ 
voniay Dean of the Chapter of tha^ Church, 
gave Orders to keep the Doors fhut. But 
they were foon obliged to have them opened. 
Some Companies of the Nobility fepa rated 
from their Body^ and went to infult the Pa- 
laces of thofe Prelates, They went fo far 
as to fire feveral Piftol Shot into their Win- 
dowsj which foon brought them to hear 
Reafon, 

One would have thought, that an Ek£ti- 
on, concluded with the Acclamations of four- 
fcore thoufand Gentlemen, ihould put an 
End to the Difputes, that preceded it j and 
to confider the fmall Number of the oppo- 
fite Party, who had excluded themfelves 
from the Place of Eledtion, nothing could 
appear more firmly eftablifhed, than the 
Choice of a great Majority, with the Pri- 
mate at the Head of them, whofe Autho- 
rity of itfelf ought to be admitted in an In-" 
terregnum. Neverthelefs the Difputes, or 
rather Outrages, continued more violent 
than ever: TheEle£tion was contefted, and 

the 
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the double Eleftion, contrived at firft, at 1697. 
laft took EfFea. ^-^^^^ 

Whilft the Primate was returning Thanks ThtSaxon 
for the Eleftioa of the Prince of Conti, the f^jj^gg 
oppofite Party, who would not have found the Prince 
it fafe to have protefted during the Procla-o^^?^''* 
mation, improved the Advantage of the Pri- 
mate's Abfence, and took Meafurcs to dif- 
claim the Choice that had been made. At 
the Head of this Party, was the Bifhop of 
Cujavidy and the three Crown Generals, Thefe 
four Lords read publickly a Menaorial, pre- 
fented to them by the Chevalier Flemming^ 
in the Name of the Elei^or of Saxony ^ his 
Mafter. The Subftance of this Memorial 
was, that the Eleftor was of a moft illuftri- 
ous Houfe, that had given feveral Empe- 
rors to Germany^ of whom (0/h, the third) 
had raifed the Duke of Poland to the Royal 
Dignity ; that the Eleftor was young, as not 
having attajaed the twenty feventh Year. of 
his Age J Catholicky as proved by Certifica- 
tes 5 Rich, having only one Son, to whom 
the Eledorate of Saxony was to defcend,and 
confequently prevent his being of any Charge 
to the Republickj Liberal, for he would 
make the Republick a Prefent of ten Milli- 
ons in' ready Money, to difcharge the Debts 
of the Crown; Brave, as had appeared upon 
the Meiny the Rbihe, in Brabanty and in 
Hungaryy fujd as he would further demon- 
f^rate^ in retaking Caminieky and reuniting 

Walacbiay 
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1697. Walacbia^ and Moldavia^ to the Crown j 
^'^''^ Great as this Enterprise was, the Eledor 
Young, Rich, Liberal, Brave, promifed to 
execute it, with his own Troops, at his 
own Expence, and would anfwer for the 
Succefs of the Enterprize* 
E- This being read in Contempt of the Rights 
icaor pro^of the Nation, and the Authority of the Pri- 
mate, ihcBifhop of Cujavia nommzitA Fre- 
derick Augujius^ Eledor of Saxan)\ King of 
Poland, and grand Duke of Lithuania, 

On this News, fome of the Lords repre- 
fented to the Primate, the Neceflity of re- 
ducing the forty Companies, who had re- 
tired from the Field of Eledion, They took 
Pains to perfuade him, that it was indif- 
penfably neceflary to make Ufe of Force, 
when the leffcr Number would not fubmit. 
They agreed that the Remedy was violent 
but they maintained it necefTary, when the 
Evil was of a Nature to endanger the pub- 
lick [Liberty, The Primate might poflibly 
have his Views, or rather thro' a Timor - 
oufnefs conformable to his Genius and Cha- 
rad:er, difapproved the PropolaL Thofe 
who made it, came into that Prelate's Sen- 
timents with fo much Facility, that their 
Advice feemed to have more of Oftentation, 
than real Bravery in it. 

The Biihop of Cujavia^ after linging the 
Party ^^i^e Diitm m^QVi the Spot, returned to W'ar^ 
^^^^Jaw^ to give Thanks in th^ Church of St, 
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John. All this while there were Bonefires ^ 1^^^ 
and lUuminacionsall over the City, and the ^'^^^'^^ 
General of the AriiUery had ordered the 
Cannon to be fired» in Celebration of the 
Prince of ConH\ Eledlion, The Bifliops of 
Pofnaniay and Livonia^ opened the Doors 
of the Church of Saint j^oAw, for the Bifliop 
o(Cujavia^ without waiting to be afked; 
and the Ceremony concluded with the Bene- 
diftion of the blel&d Sacrament> which the 
Primate had omitted; not being indeed ef- 
fentiaL 

It was otherwife in a Circumftance, which Nullity in 
regarded the Nomination of the Eledor f'^^?''^'*- 
of Saxony. It was not made in the Field of the Eka- 
Eleftionj and was therefore null ; which or* 
the Bifliop of Cujavia did not obferve, till 
his Friends took Notice of it, and obliged 
him to return to the Field next Day, be- 
ing the twenty Eighth* He there made a 
new Nomination, which he believed fuffi- 
ciently rectified the former Irregularity. He 
did not ftop there. At Six the fame Day, 
he made the Chevalier Flemming afTume the 
Title of Envoy Extraordinary, although the 
Eleftor his Mafter had not given ic him^ 
and fwear to the PaSla Convent a ^ in the 
Church of Pf^arfaw. The PaBa Cmventa 
confifted of thirty Articles, amongft which 
there was one judged proper to be Secret* 
Thefe Articles recur fo often in the Courfe 
of this Hiftoryj and give Foundation for fo 

many 
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1697. many Difputce, that it is neccflary to lay 
^"^^"^^'^'^ them before the Reader. He may therein 
obferve, how different they are from the E- 
le<flor*s Offers before his Proclamation. 
v^tllgn. Art- L The Kingdom of Poland fhall be 
cd by the maintained in the Right of eleding its So- 
Chcvaiier yercign, and never b^ome Hereditary. 

is not a Member of the Roman Catholick 
Church, and does not fwear to continue in 
the fame Communion. 

Art. III. Liberty of Confcience ihall con- 
' tinuc inviolable, and for what concerns the 

Greek Church, it fhall be confidered at the 
Diet of the Coronation. 

Art. IV. No Sum of Money, or Prefent 
fhall be taken from thofe, who fhall folicite 
any Publick Employment, or Starofly. 

Art. V. The Queen fhall not intermed- 
dle in any Affairs of State. 

Art. VI. In Regard to the Adminiftration 
of Military Affairs, the Example of VladiJ-^ 
lam IV. and John Cafimir fhall be fol- 
lowed. 

Art. VII. The Alliances fhall be re- 
Ijcwed. 

Art. VIII. The King fhall endeavour to 
recover the Ukraine, apd to conclude a per- 
petual Peace with Mufcovy. 

Art. IX. The Revenues of the Mints 
fhall not be applied to the King's particular 

Advantage 
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Advantage, nor any Money ftampt without 
the Confcnt of the Republick. 

Art. X. No Foreign Troops fhall be in- 
troduced into the Kingdom without the 
Concurrence of the Republick. 

Art. XL Only Gentlemen of confider- 
able Fortunes fhall be employed in Embaf- 
fies. - 

Art. XII. No Perfon (hall be qualified 
for Naturalization, that has not rendered 
important Services to the Republick. 

Art XIII. No Perfon fhall be qualified for 
the Adminiftration of the King's Houfhold, 
who has not rendered [great Services to the 
Crown. 

Art. XIV. No Perfon fhall be qualified, 
not even witfi the Confent of the Senate, 
to epjoy the lefler Revenues of the Crown, 
without the Approbation of the Republick, 

Art. XV. No Perfon fhall hold two con- 
fiderable Offices, fuch as Marflial and Ge- 
neral, at the fame Time : But thofe who 
are in the prefent Poffeffion of Offices, fhall 
continue in Employment, and enjoy their 
Revenues without any Diminution. 

Art. XVL The Method or Order ufually 
followed in the Adminiftration of Juflice^ 
iiall be preferved entire. 

Art. XVII. When Caminiek fhaU be re- 
taken, the King fhall fortify it at his own 
Expences, but the Republick fhall keep it 
in Repair ever after. 

Art.XVIIl 
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-697. Art. XVIIl The King^s Court, and 
^-'^^V^ Guard fliall becompofed of Natives of the 
Kingdom. 

Art. XIX. If the King marries, he fhall 
cake Advice of the Senate, in the Choice of 
bis Confort : If Che be a Stranger, ihe fhall 
not have above fix Foreigners in her Court. 

Art. XX. Only the Latin and Poliplj^n- 
guages fhali be ufed in the King's Letters, 

Art, XXL In the Trials, called PoJiCu- 
rialia^ the Laws called PuBa Henri cea {hall 
be obfervedj and when any Difficulty fliall 
ariie, it fhall be regulated by the Opinion 
of the Counfellors AiTeflbrs. 

Art. XXII. As foon as poflible the Dif- 
ferences fhall be concluded^ which fubfift. 
******* **^***#**** 

Art XXIII. No new OEcononiy ftaall 
be introduced at the King's Table ^ but the 
ancient Ihall be exaftly obferved. 

Art. XXIV, The Places vacant » when 
die Diets are not alTembled, fliall be filled 
up in fix Weeks. 

Art, XXV- The Militia fliall be regula- 
ted in fuch Manner at the approachingCo- 
ronation, that there fliall be no Occafion 
ibr foreign Troops i and Care fliall be ta- 
ken> that Military Difcipline be exadlly ob- 
ferved. 

Art XXVL Salt fhall be taxed, and 
diftributed into all the Palatinates according 
to ancient Cuftom, 

Art. 
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Art. XXVil. Every Gentleman fhall be ^^'n- 
exempted from the Duty upon Salt , and -^^^^ 
have free Pofleffion of Mines. 

Art. XXVIII. The antient Liberties of 
the Palatinates (hall remain inviolable. 

Art. XXIX. Regales, (certain Fiefs held 
under the Crown) fhall be reeftabliftied in 
Places, where they have been aboliffied. 

Art. XXX. All the Privileges of the U- 
niverfity of Cracow, and other Cities, as 
Well Ecclefiaftick as Secular, and all Arti- 
cles agreed, Upon Oath at the Coronation of 
the Kings, nenry, Stephen; Sigifmondy Xlla^ 
dijlaus, John Cajimiry and others, (hall bd . 
renewed in this Eledlion \ and in Cafe of 
Violation, the Inhabitants of Poland, and 
Lithuania i (hall be free and difcharged froni 
all Obedience. 

Great Offence was taken at the Bifhop j^jr^rders 
of Cujavia, for having received in Pre- at figniug 
fence of the Sacrament expofed, the Oath^^' 
of an Envoy, a Calvimfi. James Ha^ 
lecki, great Huntfman of Podlachia, and 
Martin Grazewjki , Under-Chancellor of 
Wilna, oppofed this Aft in vain. Sabres 
were drawn upon thofe Gentlemen, and. 
the Prelate was faid, . inftead of prevent- 
ing the Diforder, to call out, that they 
might be killed. The Nuncio had the 
Courage to blame in Publick a Scandal 
of this Kind, but as he was entirely in the 

H Elec- 



5) 8 The Hiflory of Poland Book I. 

»697 Eledor's Intereft, he took no Care to re- 
^'^^^'^^ quire further Satisfadioni 
Difficulty Xhis double Election, which gave two 
^vhicrof^^^'^SS to Poland^ far from terminating the 
the Eiec- Difpucei left the Crown undecided between 
tion^ was ^^ ly^Q Competitors* If we refer to the 
different Accounts, publifbed at that Time, 
it would not be eafy to fay, which of the 
Elcflions was legitimate, nor which Side 
had the Majority, fo much Plcafure have 
different Writers taken to difguife the 
Truth on both^ and to relate Things agree- 
ably to the Interefl of that Prince, wLoie 
Party they favour 'A The Prince of ContiB 
Friends tell us, that Prince was elected by 
twenty Eight Palatinates, whereas the Elec- 
tor of Saxony was nominated only by four, 
amongft which were fome Senators, and 
Caftellans. The Eleftofs Fartifans on the 
contrary advance, that the Prince of Cnnti 
was nominated by fourfcore Standards only, 
and the Eledor by an hundred and fifty, 
but that the Primate proclaimed the Prince 
of Conti before the Voices were colle£ted. 
Yet if Regard be had to the Bifhop of Cu- 
javia's Letter to the Primate, and the Time 
when it was wrote, the Queftion fcems 
to be decided. It further appears, there 
were Nullities in the Elector of Saxony's 
Proclamation , of which its having been 
made by a Biijiop, was without Doubt 

not 
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not the leaft. Certain it is, the Proclama- 
tion was iBegalj but neither the Validity'' 
of EleAioGiy nor any Nallky vras to de- 
cide k> a» we tbaSk find in the ncxc 
Book. 



99 

1697* 




H 2 



THE 



HISTORY 




AND 

Augustus IL 

Book II, 



|HE two Parties, intent upon the 
double Proclatnation, took each of 
them their Meafures to fupport 
what they had done. It was nc- 
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ces^tedled, the Crown fhould be given. For '^97 
which Rcafon^they agreed upon a Confc- ^^'^^^'^^ 
rence with each other, upon the 28th, at 
which the principal Lords of both Parties 
alfifted. Albert t>^noboffy Biftiop of Przmi- 
A'l?, High Chancellor of the Crown, open- 
ed the Meeting with a Speech not equally 
agreeable to .each Fadlion. 
^ After this Difcourfc, each Side appointed 
their Deputies. Thofcfot the Prince of Con- 
ti demanded, that according to Law, nei- 
ther of the Competitors fliould enter the King- 
dom, fend Troops into it, feize any Town, 
or propofe to be crowned, before the Repub- 
lick in a fecond Diet fhould decide which of 
the Pretenders ftiould mount the Throne. 
But as the Saxon Party refplved to take Ad- 
vantage of the Pririce of Ci7w//'sAbfcnce, and 
the near Approach of the Eleftpr, their on- 
ly Anfwer to their Adverfaries Propofal wa^ 
an iabfolute Refufal. The French^ faid they, 
intend to get Time, and the Saxons will not 
lofe it. The Conference broke up the fifth 
of>/> 

The Primate's Defign was to refer the De- The Pri- 
cifion of this Difference to a fecond Diet. ™^^^^Jj^^^" 
But when he faw his Pro]e6tdifappointed,heEieaorof 
wrote to the Eledtor of Saxony'^' that thc^^^^^^J^- 
Diet with an ^Inioft unanimous Confeht had 
t\cOitAthe mojiferene Prince^ Francis Lewis 
of Bourbon, Prince of Conti; But as the 
H 3 inferior 
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inferior Party in the Oppofition^ Supported 
by the three Crown General?, in Contempt 
of the Rights of the Nation, and the prima* 
tial Authority, which ought alone to take 
Place during an Interregnumj prcfumed il- 
legally upon their Election in Favour of his 
Highnefs, he was under theNeceffity of de- 
claring, that it neither was, nor had been^ 
the Intention of the Republick, to lay the 
arduous Weight of the Crown upon him, 
whilft he was fo glorioufly employed againft 
the common Enemy of the Chriftian Name, 
He added, we therefore moft earneftly en* 
treat your Eleftoral Highnefs, not to accept 
as the general Confent, a Nomination made 
only by a few, and we conjure you by that 
Generolity fo natural to the Greatnefsof your 
Mind, and the Quality of our good Neigh- 
bour, not todifturbour freeEledlion, butto 
leave us in Tranquillity with our King, and 
be perfwaded, that neither the Confent nor 
Affiftance of our three Generals can be of 
any Advantage to your Highnefs, ^c. 

It is eafy to judge the Eledor of Saxony 
was little inclined to pay any Regard to the 
Requefl and Remonftrances of the Primate* 
He would not fo much as receive his Letter, 
under Pretext of its not giving him the 
Title of Majefty, a Scile, headded^not ro be 
dlenicd him, after his having received Ad- 
vice of his Eledion, 

The 
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The Primate wrote with no better Succefs 1697 
to the Emperor, and the Elector of Bran* ^^^^ 
denburgk His Letters to thofe Princes werematc 
only to fignify the Eleftion of the Prince of T^"f^*'' 
Conti^ and that he fhould obferve entirely the pe^/^^d 
Treaties concluded with them. The Eledor theEkaor 
made Anfwer, that he faw with Pain the Di-^rji. 
vifions of the Republick, and to fhewhow 
fenfible he was of thofe Differences^ oiFered 
his Mediation. The Emperor was more ex- 
prcfiin Regard to the Eleflion. * " It does 
** not belong to us, faid he, to advifc the 
Cardinal ^nd Polip Nobility, neverthclefs 
we fhould be well pleafed, they would ac- 
knowledge the King of Poland^ (mean- 
*' ing the Eleftor of Saxony) as it is necef- 
** lary they ihould. 

The little Appearanceof compoiing the Dif-HhVro^ 
ference, obliged the Primate to propofe under F^^^^ '<» 
Hand, that there fhould be a new Eledion^fi'^Vimr] 
Thofe who had not efpoufcd any Party, or 
Were not very firm to that they had engaged 
themfelves, very readily gave into this Motion. 
They flattered themfelves that this would be 
a Means to prevent the unhappy Confequen- 
ccs of a Divifion, fo contrary to the Intereft 
of the Republick. But this new Expedient 
being rejedcd by the Elector's Partifans, the 
Diet broke up the Eleventh of Jufyy with- 

* Nffn moftrum tft dare cmfiVmm Dmim Cardinali & alHs 
t^ohfiiifMi P^imhi tamen t^tfirfrntif ut ifmicijiifrni Ri^ii F§- 
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>697. out coming to any Hefolutioa inR^fpe^ to 
^'^V>v pj^e new Eledtion. 
The A double Eledlion could not be iporc 

fea*^^^ ^^^^"S^y ^^^^"S^^ ^^' In the Palatinates 
videsdie^ wi^<^ had proclaimed the Prince of Contiy 
whole pvery Thing went in his Name; arid thofe 
Kiiisdom. ^j^^ j^^^ nomin^te^ the El^dor o{ Saxony be- 
haved in th? fancK: Manner. Each Party en- 
deavouring in Oppofition to the Qther, to 
fupport their own. Eledion. When .the Car- 
jiinal Primate fummoned aPiet of Confir- 
mation^ fof the 26th qf Auguft following, 
the Bifliop of Cujavia on the other Side apr 
pointed the fifteenth of September for the E- 
ieitorV Coronation, and the fixth of Au^i/Jf' 
for the Diets to precede it. v. 

Proteft of Thefe Meafures of the Saxon Party^ obli- 
the Prince ggj ^^g Contrary Fadion to publifli, on the 
Parf/^ '^ twenty fifth ofjulyy'z folemnProteft againft 
the Elector of 5^x^;?)»'s Nomination, as made 
by the Bifhop of Cujavia^ in Contempt of 
the Laws of the Kingdoni, without Con- 
fent of the Republick, and in Prejudice of 
the primatial Authority. The principal Bent 
of this Proteft was to render the Eledlor's 
Converfion fufpefted ; and it was added, that 
the PaBaConventa that Prince hadfworn to 
pbferve, was prepared without Authority by 
^ihe Chevalier Flemmipg, As tp Prince 
James's Partifans, they were accufed of ha- 
ying taken Meafures, in Concert with fome 
gf the Senate, to difturb the Tranquillity of 

the 
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the State, to have fpwed Diflenfion in many 1697. 
of the Palatinates, to have -prevented by '-^"VN; 
Promifcs or Threats, many of the iSenators 
from joining the well affedted Patty, and to. 
Jiave openly proteAed the Authors and Pro- 
moters of the Confederacy of the^rmy,in op- 
pofing the necedTary Enquiries \ and after hav- 
ing enlarged to tlie utmoft upon the Defici- 
ences in the Eledlor sNominatiori, concluded 
with declaring his BJeiStion n.ull apd void. 

This Proteft was^dated the 25th of ^x^/)^. Lords who 
^nd w^s made before the Magiftrates of the^S'^^^^^* 
Palatinate of liava j thofe of tV'arjaw having 
refufed to .receive it. TJladiJlau^ Krojhous^ 
gnd Alexander Magruijki^ Nuncio's of the 
Palatinate of Le'waV/^, were charged with 
the Execution of this Acft. They protefted 
as well in their own Names, as for Cardi- 
nal Radziewjki^ Archbifhop of Gneji^a^ Pri- 
jbatc pf Polandy the Archbifhop of Leopold, 
and fevcral other Biftiops; fpr Cafimire 
ychn Sopiehuy Palatine of Wilna, great Ge- 
neral pf Lithuaniay Adrian Sieniowjki, Pa- 
latine of Belt Sy Uladijlaus Prziemjkiy Caftel- 
lan of Kalifcb, Alexander Felix Lip/ki, Caftel- 
lan of Siradia, and for many other Pala- , 

tines, Caftellan§, Officers, and Nuncio's, a- 
gainft Stanijlaus^ Jablonowjki, Caftellan of 
CracoWj Great General of the Crown, and 
Felix Potojki, Palatine of the fame City, Un- 
der-General and the other Under-General of 
the Crown, Jofeph Slujkay. Under-General 

of 
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J 697 of Lithuania^ Stanijlam DaBJke^ Bifhop of 
"'^'^'"'^'^^^'^ Cujavia^ and other Senators and Officers, 

their Adherents. 
Emr^of The Prince of Conti might have afTured 
?cL/r^himfelf of Succefs had he haftened his Arrival, 
and fent his Money, Thofe Circumftances 
would have given great Weight to his Party, 
but he delayed his coming too long, and his Re- 
mi ttances did not appean His Friends grew 
cold in Confequence, fome prevailed on by 
the Eleftor's Money* abandoned him 3 others 
more conftanr, declared to the Abbe Polig- 
naCy they could wait the Refuk of his Pro- 
mifes *till the gift of July^ and no longer, 
and that the Lords who had figned the Aft 
of Eleftionj had not undertaken to perfe- 
vere beyond that Time, 
Bywhut The Embaffador oi France had before 
^^^'"'^ difpatchcd two Couriers, but the firft had 
fpoiled all, by adding Circumftances foreign 
to his Inftruftions. When he was queftion- 
ed concerning the double Eledion, to make 
his Account more agreeable, he replyed there 
was nothing to fear, and that it was highly 
probable at ihat Inftant, the Divifion fub- 
iifted no longer. To the Prince of Conti^ en- 
quiring whether it was neceffary to haften 
his Journey, his foolii>i Anfwer was> that 
he might fafely wait 'till the Embafly from 
the Republick fhould arrive, with this Ad- 
dition, that the Eledor of Saxonfs Party 
could not fupport it felf long. 

The 
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The Court of France looked upon this as 1^97 
a Truth to be rely ed on : But Things hada-^^"^ 
nother Face the next Day^ when the Copy o^Frm^eh 
theEledor oi Saxony" % Letter to hisMiuiftcr^'^^- 
at the Hague ^ to fignify his Eleftion, ap- 
peared. People were furprized it did not 
mention the Prince of Cmfi*^ Eleftion, and 
fome Letters from Dantzkk flill encreafed 
their Aftomfliment* There was no know- 
ing what to make of the News, and every 
Body waited with Impatience the Embafla- 
dor's Arrival, whom the firft Courier per- 
fifted to alTure them would come^ tho' no 
Body was appointed for that Comtniflion, 

Thefecond Courier arrived at the Court is fct right, 
of Fr^Wf the fix tee nth of July^znA brought 
an Account of the Stare of the Divifion. 
He reprefcnted how neceiJary the PnnceV 
Prefence was, and that it was an Error toex-^ 
peft the coming of an Embafly, which the 
War made almoft ImpraiSicable, The Af- 
fair being thus explained, the Prince prepa- 
red for his Journey- However^ it was 
thought conMent to wait till the PrimaEd 
{hould at lead notify his Eleflion. By which 
Means the third Courier, difpatched the 
18th of July^ who did not arrive till the 
9th oiAuguJi^ foiind the Prince ftill at P^- 
rh. He brought a Letter from the Primate, 
with the A£t of Eledion iigned by that Pre- 
late, the Archbifliop o^ Leopold y and the o- 
thcr Biihops in the Party of France, except 

tho 
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the BliliQp of Cracow^ who had abfented 
himfclf, under the Excufe of his great Age- 
The great Officers of the Crown J ^nd Lithu- 
ania^ the Palatihes and Caftellans had alfo 
figned that Inftrumentj except the great Mar- 
fhal hubomirjki^ who ftood Neuter, and rhc 
Vice-Chancellor T^arh^ who had laken Party 
with the ElciSor, 
P- qI Cm- But as the deftincd Period July 3 1 was 
pr^^kml P^*^» ^^^ Prince thought he fliould expofe 
mhXm. himfelf too much in taking the Journey. 
He refolved therefore to wait the farther 
Explication of Circum fiances fo niuch em- 
broiled. It was, however, high Time for 
him tofetout, and to reoiit the Money, as 
the Event demonftrated. The Shortnefs of 
the Teru> affigned the Abbe Poligmc, fcem^ 
cd to be only a Menace to haft en the Prin* I 
ce's Departure, and the Return of the Money: 
The Zeal of his Party rekindled upon the 
News of the Eledor's having entered the 
Kingdom, and taken Meafures tofecure him- 
fclf the Crown by Force. Their Adherence 
to the Prince went farther than could be ex- 
pelled, and if it failed of Succefs, the Prince's 
Want of Diligence and the Primate s Wani 
of Vigour were alone in Faulc. 
Efforts of The Abbe Polignac and Chateauneuf had 
the Frw^uptj^ij^g to reproach themfelves. They fpa- 
red no Endeavours to animate fuch as were 
firm to the French Intereft> to encouF;ige 
thofe who might defpond, and to fix fnch 
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as their Advcriarics tried to corrupt. A par- /^!^Ji. 
ticular Circumftance favoured ^heir Appli- ^-^^^^ 
cations, in giving them an Opportunity of 
gaining Time , the only Refuge they had. 
The EkOLOt of Brandenburgb^ as we have 
feen, had offered his i Mediation inAnfwer 
to the* f^r imateV Letter, The Hopes of find- 
ing fome Advantage from the Length gf the 
Treaty, aii well as Refpefit for a neighbour-^ 
ing Prince,: occafioned the Acceptance of his 
Gfferr'and: Conferences were held accord- 
ingly. 

They began the 9th of Auguft. In them confer- 
the Elector of iS^x^wy propofed Conditions enccbe- 
which fttfikiently explained how little he^j^^^^J^^ 
incUned >ta Accommodation. It was firft Parties. 
demanded jabii Name, that the Diet of Con- 
firmation fhould not be held, or if it fhould 
not be judged proper tdcountermand it,thac 
the Primate (hould oblige himfelf, by a pro- 
per Inftrument, to nominate in it the Eleftor 
oi Saxony y inftcad of the Prince oi Conti. In 
the fecond Place it was required, that the 
Primate fhould iflue his Proclamation, for 
aflcmbling the petty Diets to precede the Di- 
et of Coronation. Upon thefe Conditions, 
that Prince engaged, not to be crowned by 
the Bifliop of Cujavidy to date his Ele<ftion 
only from the Day it {hould be confirmed 
by the Diet, to fign fuch PaSla Conventa^ 
as (hould be rcquifite, and to. pay in ready 
Money to the Chiefs, and Lords of the oppo- 
3 iiie 



110 The HiJIory of Poland Book II. 

'^9?" fixe Party, the Sum of eight Hundred four* 
^^^^"^^f^ fcore and twelve thoofand Crowns, to h^ 
divided amongA ihcm as they fbould think 
fit. 

The Anfwer of the oppofite Party to 
thefe OfferSs did not imply their being much 
difi.ouraged. The 1 5th ai Jiiguji the Cardi- 
nal Primate delivered in Writing, to the 
Mrnifter of that Prince, his Anfwer to the 
feveral Propofitions which had been made* 
He therein declared as well in his own, as 
the Names of the Lords, who fupported the 
Prince of Cmti's Eledion, that the Oppofi- 
tion to the Eleftor of Saxony*^ Nomination, 
did not refult from any Averfion to his per- 
fon, that they paid due Refpedt cohis Birth, 
and other great Qualitii^Sj but that it was 
founded in their Zeal for the Roman CathO' 
lick Religion, for whichj as well as in Defence 
of their Liberty^ they were ready to ftied their 
Blood, whilll the contrary Party daily omit* 
ted Nothing, that might fubvert the Law* 
of the Kingdom. In another Place he re- 
prefented, that the fundamental Laws of the 
Nation required, that not only the King, but 
the Queen Conforr Ihould, before the Coro- 
nation, profcfs the Roman Catbolick Religi* 
' on; two Conditions agreed to by the Ele^S- 
or before his Nomination, and fince by his 
Embaffador, at his fwearing the P^<5?^ Co^- 
ventaj upon Pain of Nullity of Eleftion: 
But tho* they (hould believe that Prince's 
8 Coaver- 
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ConverfiOD fincere, it was certain^ the E- '^7- 
leftrefs perfifted in the C^/W;^j/?/ri Religion, ^^'^^'^^"^ 
aod therefore they could not in Confcience 
confeDt to the Coronation of the Elector ^ to 
thefe Reprefentations they added other De* 
tnands j that the Eleftor with his Troops 
ihould depart the Kingdom ; that he ihould 
fend froni the Frontiers^ to claim the Crown 
at the Diet of Confirmation i that he iliould 
give new Proofs of his Converfion ; that he 
ftiould renew his Abjuration in Prefence of 
Bifliops not of his own Party; that the E- 
leftrefs fhould do the fame; and that he 
fhould renounce the Aft of his Nomination, 
Gfr* All thefe Articles being previoufly exe-i^ 
cuted, and his own Offers made good, it 
w^s agreed that the Affair of the Eleftioa 
fhould be again taken into Confideration, 
and that he fliould no longer be deemed aa 
Ufurper, but a legitimate Candidate , for 
whom the Nobility fliould have the utmoft 
Regard, 

This Confidence expreffed on both Sides, ^^o^^- 
was not without Foundation. What had ^iJ^ p^^^^^g 
paffed in feveral Diets, fummoned by theof c^^/j^s 
Bifhop of Cujavm for the 6th of Augufi^ ^^'^^^^ 
encouraged the Prince of Conti\ Party, 
Very little Regard was had to that Prelate's 
Letters. The greater Part of the Gentlemen 
hadcomplyed with them, only for the Op- 
portunity of proving the Nullity of the Bax^ 
m Eleilion, and the Irregularity of the E- 

leaor's 
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kftor's Proceeding, and would notridml' 

nate Deputies for his Coronation, The Di- 
et of Sroda carried it ftill further. The Pa- 

larinates which compofed ir, entered into 
a Confederacy^ declared -War agaioft the E- 
leftorj and cbofe for their General the Ca^ 
ftellan oiKalifch, and for their Marrtial Ra^ 
domicki. The Palatinates of Lencicia and 
Rava^ joined this Confederacy : Befides 
which a Courier arrived with Letters to the 
Primate from the Prince of Conti : That 
Prince after having made his Acknowledg- 
ments for the Choice the Republick had 
made of his Per Ion, affured him of his Re- 
folution of coming to place himfelf at the 
Head of their Troops, and venture his Blood 
in Defence of their Liberties, as foon as he 
received the News he expeded. From 
whence it appeared, the Prince had not yet 
received the Adof hisEleftion, fenthimby 
the third Courier : But there was Reafon 
to beheve that A&. was delivered to him 
foon after the Date of his Letter, which was 
fufficient to animate the Courage of his 
Friends, and keep their Hopes alive. 

The Eledor of Saxony on his Parr, feeing 
himfelf at the Head of a confiderable Body 
of Troops, expected every Thing from his 
Pre fence, his Money, and the Support of 
his Party. A few Days after his Eledtion, 
the Bifhop of Cujavia fenc an EmbaiTy to 
offer him the Crown, The 3d of July^ 

chofe 
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thofe Deputies arrived at TarnowitZj to the '^97- 
Number offixty, with a Train of fevcral '^^'^^^^^ 
thoufand Horfe. They there found the E- 
leftor whom three of the principal Depu- 
ties harangued, one in the Name of Polandy 
another for Lithuania^ and the third for 
the Nobility. 

The Deputies after having been admitted rts Re- 
to kifs theEle(ftor's Hand, were entertained '^^P"°'^- 
at a fcparate Table , whilft he dined at a- 
nother raifed on purpofe, with the Biftiop 
oiPaff'aw^ the Imperial Embaflador. It is 
faid the Palatine of Folhiniay who harangued 
that Prince in the Name of Poland^ taking 
Offence at his not being placed at the fame 
Table,. began to condemn himfelf for the 
DifcouriTe he had made, and believed he had 
drawn that Contempt upon himfelf by Ex- 
preffions, that implyed Mcannefs and Flat- 
tery. And indeed that was every Body's 
Opinion of his Difcourfe. It was furprizing 
to hear from the Mouth of a Polijh Lord fuch 
Terms, as the Palatine made ufe of. " Your 
^* Majefty, faid he, has triumphed over the ^^^^ ^^n- 
^* Turks, triumph again in the Hearts of the spIccL' ' 
" Pe?///2» Nation. Let thofe Hands, accuftom- 
" ed to Vidlory over the Infidels, receive the 
" Crown we offer. The People who give 
" you their Suffrages, give them to a Prince, 
" whom Rome regards as her Defender, and 
" Chriflendom as it's Bulwark s to a Prince, 
I " whofe 
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^^^97- ^* whofc Experience, Abilities, Exploits 
^^^^^^^ « and Viftories, muft make him the Efteem 
*' of all Mankind." He went on with faying, 
*' In abandoning the Errors of your Coun- 
" try, you have found Crowns amongft 
"Strangers. God has opened your Heart 
" by his Spirit, and we open you the Gates 
" of our Kingdom, Several excellent Prin- 
** ces of the higheft Merit, who afpired to 
" the Crown , have prefented themfelv^ 
** Candidates, fince we were deprived of our 
" King: But you alone brought God into 
" the Difpute, you alone began with the 
** Lord - - — We know not, faid he in 
*' a lower Voice, .whether it is more your 
*< Will or your Right to be our King, You 
** were fo however, without knowing it 
" True Happinefs confifts in xhe Merit of 
** poffefling it, and to be unconfcious of 

•* fuch Merit. He continued, " Wc 

•* read this Day in the general Joy the In- 
" dulgence of Heaven in this Effed of its 
<« Providence, which defcends to prefide 
« amongft uS. Fbr this Caufe our Repuhi 
«* lick, now yours, whofe Fame is fo ex- 
*« tenfive, reveres you, cherifties you with 
<* its entire AfFeftioPi and defires you as the 
^* Perfon whom they have chofcn for their 
«* King, or rather whom God hath eledied 
^ to rule over them, and whom we receive 
" with gladniefs. He added, come then, 
^ bleft Prince, fince God has decreed it fo, 
3 ^ fincc 
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" fincc Poland {o ardently defircs it, fince '^97- 

•* Germany approves it, fincc Europe ap- ^"^^^^''"^ 

*' plauds it; in a Word, fincc all the World, 

•* except the Barbarians, fliare in the gene- 

^* ral Joy, and join in Acclamations. For 

" yqu Chriftendom prepares i mmor tal Fame, 

** Afia its Spoils, and Polaftd its Diadena, 

*' covered with La wrels. He concluded with 

faying, " We blefs what we have ictn^ 

** we publifli what you are, and the Hopes 

*^ we entertain of fo great a Prince. In fine* 

** we will declare your Glory to the Nati- 

^^ ons around, and all the World (hall be 

*•: filled with your Renown and Majefty. 

After the Entertainment, the Company Who Is ap- 
repaired to the Camp of the Saxons^ where Q^ner^i of 
the Elc<ftor reconciled the Palatide oiVolhi- the Eieft- 
nia, by .appointing him General of his^^'^^^P^- 
Troops. That Prince fee out the 2^th 
from Tarnowitz^ and arrived the next Day 
at Pukaru He there the 27th renew-^ 
«d his Abjuration, in the Jejuits Churchy 
to the Bi{hop of Samogitia ; was prefenc 
at the Mafs, celebrated by that Prelate ^ 
and received the Sacrament from him. To-^ 
wards the Clofe of the Mafs, he fwore the 
PaSla Conventa 5 after which the Te Deunt 
was fung. On the £8th he gave an Enter- 
tainment to the Imperial EmbaiTadofi and 
the principal Lords of the Deputation in the 
CafUe of the Bishop of Cracow. A confi- 
derable Number 9^ Gentlemen caiae (hither 
I a to 
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"697. to pay their Court, whom he received as his 
^-""""^^"^'dear and good Friends^ and told them you 
Thst Pun- have elected me for your King, you are come 
tothcNV^op''^^^"^ me the Crown, you have invited 
biJicy. me hither, and I am come. For Love of you 
I have quieted ray State and my Country, 
not with the Defign to be expenfive to you, 
but to bring with me Plenty, my Wealth ^ 
my Arms, and all my Poorer; to advance as 
much as poflible the Glory, and the Honour 
of your Nation, in combating its Enemies, 
and particularly the Enemies of the Chri- 
ftian Name. The Prince further afTured 
them, that he would never draw his Sword, 
but in Defence of their Liberties, and the 
Authority repofed in him, 
HliAp ^^^ Eleftor continued on the 29th his 
proarh to March towards Cracow^ and on the 31ft ar- 
Cracrm, i\y^^ at the Gates of that City. He did not 
think proper to make his Entry at that Time, 
and flopped at the Royal Palace of Lobzow^ 
iituate in the Suburbs. Francis Lubomirjki 
Staroft of Olfztin^ who had inhabited there 
fome Time, was obliged to leave the Houfe 
not being ftrong enough to difputc the Pof- 
fciEon. He was however fufficiently (o^ to 
break up the petty Diet of the Palatinate of 
Cracow, and had the Courage to return in- 
to that Capital with the Nobility, without 
waiting upon the Eledton From thence he 
went to Warfaw^ where he encouraged the 
Prince of C^nth Par tyj who w^ere alarmed 

at 
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at the Eledtor's being at Cracow. Can you '^97- 
fear, fa id he, at this Diftance a Pcrfon whom -^^'^ 
neither my Friends nor me were afraid of, 
when we were clofe to him. What prevent- 
ed the Eledlor's making his Entry into the 
City was, bccaufe Count JVieldpolJki^ Gover- 
nour of the Caftle, refufed to furrender it^ 
pretending that the Duty of his Office oblig- 
ed him not to give it up, but to fuch King, 
as the Nobility fliould unanimoufly approve. 
He was fummoned in vain. Threats did not 
terrify hinrl, but five thoufand Crowns in 
ready Money , and a Bracelet given his Wife 
put all thofc vigorous Refolutions to flight. 
After this Atchievement theElcdor made his 
Entry into the Capital, where he immedi- 
ately held a gre^t Council Opinions dif-HoW? a 
fered in it. A foiall Number of Lords were great 
warm for fwcing the Primate, and reducing ^°^°"^ 
the reft of the Kingdom 5 or at leaft for ad- 
vancing io,1VarfaWy to prevent the Aflem- 
bling of the Diet, fummoned for the 26th of 
duguji. Others more moderate were of O-* 
pinion, that it was better to wait the Iflue 
of the Diet, to continue however at the Ca- 
pital, and to repair and improve itsJForti- 
lications, as much as the Time would admit. 
This Advice was followed as tbefafeft. In 
Cafe the oppofite Party fhould come to any 
violent Refolutions, fuch a Condud would 
fupply the Opportunity of a {^i^ Retreat. 
^ilefia was but a Day's March diftant, where 

1.3 the 
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1^97 the Elector would be out of the Reach 
^^"^^^ Danger. 

The Ekftor was perhaps the only Perfon 
who did not approve this Refolution. He 
declared, that he expefted to have found 
more Vigour in Perfons, fo well inclined to 
acknowledge hini their Sovereign, His For- 
titude did not fail to give Occallon for a- 
bundaoce of Encomiums. To aft agreeably 
to which he was told it was neceflary to in- 
troduce foreign Troops into the Kingdom^ to 
gain by Liberality the fecond Clafs of the 
Ncbiliiyj and to fend as foon as poflible their 
Pay to the Crown Army. The Eledor re-» 
lifh'd this Advice, To engage the Army 
in hislntereft, he judged an important Poinr. 
£j^^j^^!J|^^ purpofe he lent two Millions to the 

ojj^^oDgCaftellan ofCtdm^ and the Palatine of Cra- 
cow, to be diftributed among the Troops. 
Przependow/ki, in the Diftribution of this 
Money, told the T^ouarzrzs, or Life-Guards : 
** You fee, we give you the Money, which 
^ France promifcs you- 

This Liberality could not fail to debauch 
a confiderable Part of the Army. A Num- 
ber of Companies with Potojki^ great Huntfr 
man of the Crown at their Head, went over 
tothe Eleftor, Notwithftanding which, to 
the great Aftonifhment of Europe^ the reft 
of the Army fiercely refufed fo much as to 
look upon the Money offered them, and 
gpntinucd firtn to the later eft ot a Prince, 
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who gave them only Promifes. Twelve '697. 
Commiflaries of the Army had aftually been ^^'^'^^^ 
three Weeks at JVarfaWy without obtaining 
any Thing at the Expiration of that Term , , 
but a Continuation of ever diftant Hopes, 
and fair Profeffions without Confequence. 

The Abbe Polignac laboured with his whole m eafurcs 
Addrefs, to keep the reft of the Army in the ^^ the 
Party of France^ and to reaflure the Polijh ^^"^^^^ 
Lords, whobegan tobedifcouraged. Tho'dor. 
an undertaking of this Nature was difficult 
without Money, he found Means to bring it 
to bear, and the 24th of Augufi^ had the 
Confolation to fee his Applications fiiccefe* 
ful. The Prince of Cmtf% Party affembled 
chat Day in the Caftle of Winjdim^ where 
they defired the Embaflador's Prefence'. 
Notwithftanding the Confternation occa- 
sioned by the Prince's Abfence, and the 
Delay of the Remittances, that Minifter's 
wife Precautions received due Praiie. A- 
rnong other Things , they commended his 
having entertained the Palatine of Wilna\ 
Regiment of Foot, from the Time of the 
Eledioh, to guard the Bridge of Boats upon 
the Vifiula^ which preferved the Communi- 
cation of Poland znd Lithuania. But as he 
Icem'd without Hopes, after having pledged 
his Jewels, he was alked, to what Expedi- 
ent he would next have Recourfe againft 
the prefcnt Danger, from the Want of Mo- 
ney. That able Minifter wias no\ at a Lo^ 
I 4 for 
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1697- for his Anfwer. He propofed two Things, 
Jl^'j^^. which both tended to attach the Partijans 
two Pro- of France more firmly to its Interefts. The 
pofais. gj-ft confifted in making a fecond Procla- 
mation of the Prince of Conti's Eledtion, the 
other in forming a Confederacyj to declare 
War againft the Eledtor. 

The firii ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 8^^^^ Difficulty the firft of 
rc^c-tcd. thefe Propofitions was agreed to. However 
after ftrong Debates, it was refolved, that if 
before the Opening, or during the Continu- 
ance of the Diet, Advice (hould come of the 
Prince of Conti's fetting out for Pclandy they 
fhould make no farther Queftion of agree- 
ing with the Embaffador s Demand : But if 
that Prince (hould not come, it would be 
better tofuppofe the firft Eledtion valid. In 
Reality there was no great Advantage to be 
hoped from a fecond Proclamation ; on the 
contrary it might have given Room to ima- 
gine, its being only made to redify the De- 
Thc fe- feds of the firft. What was furprizing, the 
cnnd re- fg^ond Propofal of muchgrcater Importance 
met with no Difiiculty. It was refolved to 
make a Rokozs or Confederacy, and to de- 
clare War againft the Eledlor as an Ufur- 
per. 

The Diet however, which was to con- 
of ConHr- ^^m the Eleftion, the Republick (hould deem 
mationaf- conformable to its Laws, convened. This 
feaibies. ^^^^ ^f j)^^^^ ^^^ ^^lled in the Polijh Lan- 
guage Poparcia. It opened the 26th of -/^«- 
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gujl ia the Field of Eleaion near ^^>^» J&^ 
with a Speech made by the Sieur Bielinfld^ 
great Chamberlain of the Crown, and Mar- 
ftial of the Diet. He faid, he defired nothing 
fo much as to (ignalize his Zeal for the pub* 
lick Service, that in fo urgent a Danger, if 
all the Nobility would unite, he would do 
his utmoft to fupport their Meafures, but 
without a Confederacy he could have no Coil« 
cern, having taken an Oath to obey the Laws, 
without adhering to any Party. He after- 
wards made great Complaint of the Violences 
committed by the Eledtor and his Adherents, 
particularly their having feizcd the Town 
and Caftle of Cracow^ an evident Attempt 
as well upon the Liberty, as the Religion of 
the Republick. 

In this Aflcmbly were feveral of the E- violence 
ledtor's Party, whofe coming thither, was on- committed 
ly withDefign todiffolve the Diet by proteft-^^/^^^j. 
ing. As foon as the Marfhal had finifh'd \iv^Saxony\ 
Difcourfe, Danowjkij Nuncio of ^/^i more ^**'^- 
refolute than the reft, began to fpeak. He 
afked the meaning of calling the Diet of P^- 
parcia -, as the Nation had proclaimed theE- 
ledor of Saxony. He had prepared to en- 
large upon the Occafion, when about fix 
thoufand Gentlemen drew their Sabres. He 
knew the Danger into which he had raftily 
thrown himfelf, and endeavoured to favc 
himfelf by Flight j but was purfued out of the 
Field of Eleilion, ^ecei^^ed feveral Wounds, 

and 
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^697. and was left for dead in the Arms of his 
^^'^'^'^'^^ Friends, who had not dared to take his De- 
fence upon thenmfelves. Danowjki did not 
die of his Wounds, as was given out. He 
recovered, butlofttheUfcof his Limbs, and 
was disfigured in fuch a Manner, as made 
him a Spedlacle of Horror. All who had 
Orders to fupport that Nuncio*s Proteft, were 
terrifyed by this Ufage of him- They were 
afraid fo much as to whifper their Intention, 
and ftole away at their firft Opportunity. 
Primate's The Primate made alfo a Speech, in which 
s^cecii. be explained the Reafons that ought to en- 
gage them to fupport the Prince of Conti'% 
Eledion. He took Pains to prove, that it 
was conformable to the Laws of the Realm, 
and advantagious to the publick Good, and 
the Safety of the Kingdom. He afterward^ 
ordered that Prince's Letter to him to be 
read, in which he declared the fole Motive 
of his delaying his Journey, was his not ha- 
ving received any Letter from the Repub- 
lick. The fame Reafon prevented his aflum- 
ing the Title of King of Poland, becaufe 
only ibc Republickhad a Right to confer it, 
and of inviting him into a Kingdom, of 
which they had thought him worthy to be 
the Head. After the Receipt of this News, 
aidded the Prince, which I attend with the 
utmoft Impatience, your Eminence may bo 
affured; I fball repair with the utmoft Dili- 
gence to the Place, where my Duty calh 
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pic, and I fhall ufe my whole Endeavours 1697. 
to make thofc fenfible, who have done me '-^^Wl 
the Honour of fo glorious a Choice, that I 
am not unworthy of it, and that it is my 
Refolution to employ the reft of my Life, 
and to fhed the laft Drop of my Blood for 
the Augmentation of their Glory, and De- 
fence of their Liberty. 

After this Letter was read, the Diet with Prince of 
unanimous Confent, confirmed the Prince of p^^'^'* 2- 
Conti's Ele<5Uon, and promifcd to fupport it conlinrxd. 
at the Hazard of their Lives. The 27th 
they came to no Refolutbn, the jiiie Po* 
lignac expecting Difpatches, that did not ar- 
rive. That Day the Marfhal defired to know 
what Anfwer (hould be given to fome Nun*^ 
cio*s, from the Palatinates of Craetm and 
SenJomir, who dciired iafeCondu<9: for their 
Perfons, apprehenfive of being created as the 
Nuncio Dawmfii had been. Their Reply 
was^ that if they came to the Diet for the 
pefence of tlbe Religion, the Laws, and Li- 
berties of the Republick, they would be well 
received; but it they prefomed to difturb 
the Ailcmbly withunfeafonableProtefH, they 
might ezpe^ to be anfwered in the fame 
iStyle with that Nuncio. 

The 28th the Primate, ^hoobferved their i^imuQ 
Pifpofition favoured bis Etefigns, propofed : ropof^ a 
a RokozSy or general Confederacy. He re- ^'^"^^^^- 
priefented on one Side, their Liberty violated "^^' 
by the Elcdor of Saxony^ and their Religi- 
on 
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on in Danger, if that Prince fhould feke up- 
on the Crown j and on the other he obferved 
the Moderation of the Prince of Conti, who 
was apprehenfive of the ieaft Appearance of 
an Attempt upon the national Liberty, of 
which he would not give the Ieaft Room to 
fufpe(f|: him. He excufcd the Prince's defer- 
ring his Journey^ and the Delay of the Re- 
mittances, fome times infinuating the Inter- 
ception, to which Bills of Exchange were 
liable, and fometimes the Frauds, which the 
Merchants of Dantzick might commit at 
the Queeti s Inftigation- 

The Rokozs was therefore refolved upon, 
for the Defence of Religion and Liberty } 
each of them engaging his Faith, Honour 
and Confcience to fupporc that Confederacy, 
and to fhed the laft Drop of his Blood in the 
fame Sentiments; and that it fhould not be 
diffolved, till the Republick fliould be reefta- 
bliftied in all its Rights and Privileges. And 
for the better Regulation of Bufinefs, they 
chofe for Marfhal of the Council, Stephen 
de Rycht Humienijki, Mafter of the Houf- 
hold of Podolia^ and appointed two Depu- 
ties of each Province for his CounciL Bie~ 
linjki refigned the Staff of Office to him re- 
ferving to himfelf the Right of prefenting the 
Diploma^ or A<3; of Eleftion, to the King 
legally chofen, which was granted. 

In Conformity to the Cuftom upon like Oc- 



of figniiy- cafions, they confidered upon appointing 
tiieEieaor. Deputies 
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Deputies from the Senate, and Nobility, to 
reprefent to the L lector of Saxony^ the Vio- ' 
lation of the Rights and Liberties of the Re- 
piiblick, The Difficulty was to find Per- 
fons ofRefolution enough to execute fo deli-* 
care a Commiirion. The Bifliop of Kiow^ 
to remove the Diet's Perplexity upon this 
Account, offered himfelf to go to Cracow^ 
and entreat the Eleilor in the Name of the 
RakozSy to retire to his own Country from 
the Lands of the Republick. and not pro- 
ceed to the Coronation, intended by the 
Bifhop of Cujavia^ becaufe that Ceremony 
would be concluded of no Effeft, as would 
all Statutes, Declarations^ and all other Afts 
what foe ver made, fubfifting the Protefts, as 
well before as after the double Election. The 
Prelate began his Journey to execute this 
Commiffion, but upon being apprized, that 
the Eledior's Party prepared to treat him in 
the fame Manner, the Prince of Cot/is had 
done Damwjki^ he judged it rafh to expofe 
himfelf to fo evident a Danger, and inftead 
of proceeding returned dircftly. 
^ The fame Day the Diet appointed the Pa- ^^^j^^J 
latine of Wiina, GeneraliffimQ of the Repub- ^he Corn- 
lick's Forces ; but he excufed himfelf from niand of 
accepting that Honour, till the Arrival of ^^'^'^'''' 
the Money for the Subfiftence of the Troops. 
The Palatine of Kiow^ to whom the fame 
Employment was offered, refufed it for the 
fame Rcafons. It had been difficult after this 
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»697- to have found a Pcrfon, that would take it 
^•^''"^'^'"^^ upon him. It was therefore thought pro- 
per not to appoint any Body, and refolved 
that the Prince of Conti upon his Arrival, 
•might difpofc of that Office, in Favour of 
whom he fhbuld think fit. 
Szopjt dc- As fcwfl as the Adt of Gonfederacy was 
moWhed. ready, the Primate ordered the Sz-opa, or 
Enclofure of the Field of Elcdion to be 
thrown down. On the 29th the Palatine 
of Ploftu) was fummoned to furrender the 
Caftle of Warfawy of which he was Gover- 
nor. He made Difficulties in doing it. Up^ 
on which the Palatine of iiGrVii; ordered twelve 
Pieces of Cannon to* be drawn from the Ar- 
fenal, and pointed againft the Houfe of that 
Senator. , The Fear of feeing a magnificent 
Palace demoliihed, induced him to furren^^ 
dcr the Caftle, into which the Primate en- 
tered with a numerous Train of Followers, 
and proceeded to hold a Council in the Hall 
Councils of the Senate* They there read the A61 of 
^Wa^faw Confederacy, which the Primate figned firft, 
and afterwards the Palatine of Wibia^ and 
the reft of the Senators, the Nuncio's, and 
the Gentlemen, with the Addition of this 
Claufe, I promifey engage, and Jwear to the 
Performance of the above written. After 
which they took the Oath in Caput & in 
Ammam, upon Life and Salvation. A 
Gentleman of the Saxon Party having been 
difcovered among the Crowd, they would 

have 
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have thrown him out cf the Window, if he ^^7- 
had not had the Addrefs to difengage from --^"^^^'^ 
thofe, who feized him, and to throw him/elf 
at the Feet of the Primate, who, covering 
him with his Mantle, faved his Life. 

The following Days they agreed upon fe- Mt?.{urcs 
veral Articles to fupport the Confederacy 5 of thcCon- 
and came to a Reiblucion to write to the Bi* ^^^^""«- 
ihop of Cujavia and Cracow^ and exhort 
them^ not to expofc themielves to the Re* 
fentment of the Republick, in crowning the 
Elector of Saxony^ for each Party ftiied it* 
felf the Republick, and aifiimed the Autho* 
rity of adting in the Name of the whole Na^ 
tioo. At the fame Time the fiifliop of 
KioWy and the Caftellan Zurnowjki wert 
appointed to communicate to the Army the 
Re/blutions of the Diet, and to perfuade them 
JO join in the Confederacy. They conclud- 
ed with deiiring the Primate to haften hit 
Proclamations, for the affembling the P^* 
polite the 1 5th of Zept ember j in order for 
the whole Nobility to march againft theE- 
leftor of Saxony^ if he refufed to depart tbt 
Kingdom. 

The Intention at Bottom was Icfs to oblige Their Mc^ 
ihe Elector to remove from the Lands of the "^«. 
Republick, than to prevent the Coronation 
of that Prince, fixed for the 15th of 5^- 
t ember. The Kings oi Poland h^^t a Right 
as foon as they • are crowned, to difpofe of 
the vacant Employments, of which there 

was 
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was at that Time a great Number, thro' 
the length of the Interregnum, whichfooch- 
ed the Ambition of many- It was not doubt- 
cd> but the Eledtor upon his Coronation 
would diftribute thofe Offices for which 
Reafon they endeavoured to prevent a Cere- 
mony by Force, that had put it into his Power 
to difpofe of them. But if the Prince of 
Conti'% Party were aftive in taking vigorous 
RefolutionSj they wanted Ardour to put them 
in Execution, Be fides the Saxon Army was 
at Cracow ; thofe of the Crown and Lithua- 
nia would not move without their Pay, and 
theaflembling the Nobility was difficult for 
the fame Reafon. All which obliged them 
to prefer Negociation, 

The Pope's Nuncio would have been well 
fatisfy'd to have been admitted Arbitrator. But 
he had declared himfelf too openly for the 
Elector againft the Prince of Conti^ and tho' 
upon Complaints madeof his Behaviour, he 
had been order'd to obferve an exa<fl Neu- 
trality , there was no Confidence to be repo- 
fed in him upon that Account. It was 
looked upon as much more expedient, to ac- 
cept the Elector of Brandenburgh"^ Media- 
tion, which had been neglected for feveral 
Weeks paft. Each Party accordingly ap- 
pointed their Deputies, and the Conferen- 
ces begun. 

The firft Propofal, made by the French 
Party, was of the fame Kind with thofe, that 

had 



Book II. tmder Augustus II, ii^ 

had occaGoned the breaking up of the fir ft i^^ 
Conference, Tlicir fecond F'ropoiul, tho' 
more moderate, was no better received i 
which reduced them to be contented, that 
the Eledlor fliould defer his Coronation, at 
leaft till Ouiober^ that they might have Time 
fqr the Difcuffion of the three principal Points 
inQueltion ; the difmiirion of the German 
Troops; theConverfionof theElcitrefsj and 
the Satlsfadlion to be made the Primate, for 
the violent Attempts in prejudice of hisAu* 
thoriry* The Ekftor leeraed at fir ft to re- 
lifh this Expedient, To engage him to come 
entirely into it, the Chiefs of the Rokozs 
offered a Writing, by which they agreed to 
acknowledge that Prince a& Kmg, upon Con- 
dition he would not be crown 'd till the jotli 
of September, On the other Hand the iame 
Lords offered the Primate, to oblige thera- 
felves by another Writing, never to aban- 
don him, provided he would fign nothing in 
prejudice of the Prince of Co;z/i's In te reft. 

The Eledor's Council, having deliberated Elef^or'a 
upon thefe Offers, did not give into the ^^J^^^j_ 
Snare. It was refolved as foon as poffible 
to found the Primate, and to demand his 
Propofals in Writing. It was conceived, 
that if he refufed, it would be a Proof, they 
were a Contrivance to gain Time, or if he 
complyed , they might at a proper Time be 
made Ufc of againft himfelf The Propo- 
£il was made to him^ but he c^itcufed him- 
K fclf 
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^^97- felf from figning any Thing. He urged a 
^•^"^^ great many Reafons for fuch Behaviour, ahd 
amongft others, that it was ncceffary to af- 
femble the Nobility, in Order to reprefent 
to them the Difpoficion of the Eleftor to 
fatisfy the Republick upon it's Grievances. 
This Refufal of the Primate's gave Reafon to 
conclude, his' Defign was only to amufe the 
Council, and give Time to the Prince of Conti 
to arrive in Poland. They were highly plea- 
fed tofeetheP(?/(fj, contrary to their Cuftom, 
prefer the Method of Treaty to that of Arms, 
and did not fail to make the moft of a Dif- 
pofition fo favourable to the Eledtor's Inte- 
Hi^ Coro- reft. It was refolved in that Prince's Coun- 
fdvcd. ^^ ^^'^ ^^^^ ^is Coronation fliould be on the 
15 th of September. They were the more 
inclined to fuch a Refolution, becaufe ma- 
ny Lords, and Gentlemen, waited only that 
Ceremony, to declare in his Favour. Ma- 
ny of the French Party difgufted with bare 
Promifes without any EfFedt , would have 
been glad of the Coronation's being over. 
Others wiftied it for the fake of Peace and 
Quiet, and to hear no more of an Affair, 
whofe length had made it tedious to them. 

Such was the Difpofition of the greateft 
Part of the French Fadtion, when News 
came to JVarfaw, that the Eledlor without 
Regard to the Conferences ftill on foot, 
far from deferring his Coronation, had been 
crov/ntd September i5tb, and to add to the 
8 Magni- 
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Magnificence bf that Coronationj had of* 
der'd his Equipages, and Moveables of great- 
eft Value, to be brought from Drefden. 
That Prince had indeed upon his Entry into ^akcshis 
Cracow, according to Cuftom, ufed Means crlcom, 
to come at the Royal Ornaments. The 
Difficulty .was not fmall. Thofe Orna- 
ments were kept in the Treafury, of which 
eight Officers had the Keys, and fix of the 
Number were in the Prince of Conti's Inte- 
reft. The Council^ of Saxony refolved to Xrcafury 
force a Place that had been always facred. broke 
However, that they might not feem to vio- °P^"' 
late the Law againft breaking open the Trea- 
fury, it was judged advifeable, to have a 
Part of the Wall thrown down. The Breach 
was entered, and the Ornaments taken a- 
way, without any Regard to the Remon- 
ftrances of the Guardian of the Crown, or 
the Burgraves of Cracow. 

There were other Difficulties, but remov- DifEcuitiet 
cd with the fame Eafe. For firft the King, ''"^°"^^' 
according to the Laws of the Kingdom, 
fliould have been crowned by the Archbi- 
fliop of Gnefna^ Primate of Poland. The 
Elector's Council of four or five Senators, 
thought fit to declare the Archbiflioprick of 
Gnejha vacant. In the fecond Place, the 
Corps of the late King fhould have been in- 
terred before the Coronation, and they were 
not in PofTeffion oiU^arfaw^ where the Roy- 
al Body was depofited. They had however 
K 2 a Salvo 
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1697. a Salvo for that alfo, which was to perform 
^""^^""/^^^ his Obfequies in Effigy in the Cathedral 
Church, with the fame Magnificence as if 
that Prince's Body had been adually there. 
Corona- All thefe Difficulties being thus removed, 
^^"°^^^^the Eledtor went the 14th according to 
Cuftom, to the Church of St. Stanijlaus, to do 
Honour to that Martyr's Memory. The 1 5th 
the Day appointed for the Coronation, that^ 
Prince, habited in a Cuirafs, and the Electo- 
ral Robes, went about Noon, attended by the 
Senators, and preceded by Lubomirjki^ Grand- 
Marflial of the Crown, carrying his Staff of 
Office, from his Apartment to the.Church, 
and mounted a Throne, prepared for him 
under a Canopy of State in the middle of 
the Choir. After the Litany the Bifliop of 
Cujavia, affifted by two other Prelates, read 
the Confeffion of Faith before that Prince, 
who fainted away whilft it was reading. 
Some attributed this Indifpofition to the 
Length of the Ceremony, others believed the 
Weight of the Armour and the Eledoral 
Robe might be the Occafion of it. The 
Partifans of Fr^w^ imagined, that the News 
juft arrived of the Prince of Conti's being fet 
out, might have fome Share in that Difor- 
der. But it would be perhaps as reafonable 
to think that Accident a natural Effedt, as 
it happen 'd at one in the Afternoon, a Time 
of Day, to which it was not that Prince's 
Cuftom to faft. However, there were Peo- 
ple 
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pie who did not fail to make it a Subjedl of *^97- 
Raillery, alking, what was become of the ^^^''"^^''^ 
HerculeSy the Germans had fent into Po- 
land. 

The Eleftor being recovered from his 
Swoon, made his Profeffion of Faith, to 
which he fwore and figned, he then receiv- 
ed the Sacrament; after which the Bifhop 
of C«/^'y/tf placed the Crown on his Head, 
omitting none of the Ceremonies ufual upon 
the Occafion. The greateft Part of the 
Crown and Lithuanian Officers were abfent, 
but were reprefcnted by Proxy, by the Po- 
lijh^ and even fome of the German Lords. A 
feleft Body of the German Troops were 
pofted round the Church during the Cere- 
mony. The next Day the Magiftrates did 
their Homage, and out of the twenty four 
Counfellors who attended upon that Occafion 
the Eledlor made fix Knights. 

The fame Day the Diet of Coronation Holds the 
began to fit, in which there was no fmall Corona- 
Confufion and Diforder. Nothing was to be tion. 
heard but Complaints and Difputes about 
different Formalities, omitted or neglefted* 
The Invalidity of Depuutions was another 
great Subjedl ot Difcontent. This Deficiency 
was however foon got over. The Deputies 
agreed to treat themfelves as regular Nun- 
cio's, tho' perhaps there was not one a- • 
mongft them who could aflfume that Title 
with any Pretence of Right. Their Agree- 
K 3 nienc 
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^^97 ment did not put an End to the Confufion ; 
^'''^'^' the Choice of a Marfhal was a new Subjedl 
of Contention, Zwiffa carried it at laft j^- 
gainft young Prince IViefnowJki. 
Difiur- Their Tranquillity was' further difturbed, 
banw in yv^hen fome of the Nuncio's deiired, that the 
Original PaSia Conventa (hould be laid be- 
fore them. They aflerted, that it ought to 
include in Exprefs Terms, that the Eleftor 
ihould renounce his Right, acquired by the 
Aft of Eledion, if he paufed himfelfto be 
crownefi before the Eledtrefs his Confort 
embraced the Catbolick Religion. The E? 
leftor's Anfwer confirmed them in the 
Truth of this Article , which was that the 
original Aft was loft. The Nuncio*s wer? 
nor contented w^th this evaliye Reply. Six- 
Xy Gentlemen of the Palatinate oi Sendomir 
produced a Copy that had been taken of th^ 
Pa£ia Conventa^ which the Eleftor's Coun- 
cil refufed to admit j and the Caftellan of 
Culm ha4 the Addrefs to embroil the Affair 
fo fuccefsfully, that it was thought proper 
to refer the Decision to the Month of Februr 
ary. In vain did feveral Nuncio's proteft 
againft all that had been done before and 
after the Coronation. The Eleftor expref- 
fed an unconcern for thofe Protefts, and the 
Diet it felf, tho' called by the Bifhopof C^^- 
jjavia. He looked upon this Stir as a Storm 
that would blow over of it felf: And others 
Pafqu - made it a Subjeft of Ridicule, A Pafqui- 
P?^5- "■ 41^4? 
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oade was handed about, containing the Ar- '^97* 
guments of five Afts of a Comedy adted at^^^^^"^ 
Cracmv. i. A King without Diploma* 2. 
An Interment without a dead Body, 3. A 
Coronation without a Primate, 4. A Dice 
without Nuncio^s. 5. Protefts of no Ef- 
fed. 

The News^ which arrived during thefe ^ ^"^ ^^p- 
Tranfaftions^ fpoiled for fome Time the ^^^^^^.^^^ 
Mirth of the Eleftor's Council. Its Sub-ihe Pdncc 
ftance was, that the Prince of Conti left Pa* ^l ^'^{^^ 
ns the 3d oi September at Night, embark- 
ed the 7th at Dunkirk aboard a Squadron, 
commanded by the Chevalier Barty had 
paffed the Sound, and brought Troops and 
conliderable Sums of Money along wicli him. 
But if the Eledlor's Party had Reafon to be 
alarm'd at this InteJligence, it had a quite 
different Effeft upon the Prince of Cmiti's, 
Friends. The Primate, the General and 
Council of the Rokozs immediately affem- 
bled, to confider fui table Meafures. The 
Primate revoked his Proclamation of Sum- 
mons for the 6ih of September^ upon the 
Hopes the Ele<Sor had given of referring en- 
tirely to the Senfe of the Republick. In- . 
ftead of a general Diet for the 26 th of J^^'^^^^^^ 
September^ he iflued new Procla mat ions, three Af* 
for three particular AflembUes to be held ^"'"^'^^■ 
the 2oth of OBober^ one at Lencicia in 
great Poland^ under the Command of Count 
Uladijlam Przumjki^ Caftellan of Kalijch ; 
K 4 the 
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1697. the fecond at Zawicbot in Poland the lefs^ 
'■^'^"^^^"^ under the Diredion of Adam Siemiawjki^ 
Palatine of BeltZy and the third at Grodno^ 
under the Palatine oi'Wilna. 

Thefe Proclamations run in the Nature 
Motives of Manifefto's, wherein the Primate endea- 
for thofe vourcd to juftify his Conduft, and to render 
Prodama- ^j^^g ^^^^ ^f ^^e Eleftor of Saxony, and 

his Adherents. He took Pains to prove, he 
had only afted in Defence of the Liberty of 
the State and Nobility, and for the re-cftab- 
lifliment of ihe violated Laws. The Eleftor, 
whofe Maxim it had hitherto been to aiSt, 
whilft his Adverfaries wrote, thought fit at 
this Time to oppofe in Writing, what was 
publifhed againft him. He caufed a Sore 
Eleftor of circular Letter to be difperfcd, in which 
drcd?r''i^^ afferted, that he did not^ come to the 
Letter. Crown by any illegal Proceedings ; that he 
had been elcfted by the Majority of Voices; 
that. he had done nothing fince, without the 
Advice of the Senators and great Lords 
of the Kingdom, and negledted nothing to 
reconcile their Divifions, and incline them 
to Peace and Concord; but that all his Ap- 
plications having proved inefffeiftual, he re- 
ferred the Event to Providence. He con- 
cluded with exhorting thofe, whohadeledt- 
ed and crowned him, to join with him in 
^ the Support of their Choice, and Defence 

at once of their Honoyr and their Liberty. 
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There was little Succefs to be cxpcdted »697- 
on either Side, from the Publication ofthefe*''^^^''"''*^ 
Writings. In the prefent Pofturc of Affairs, 
Force or Money were the only Means to the . 
Advantage of either Party ; of which both 
the Eleftor and the Primate, were Effici- 
ently apprized. The firft endeavoured by per- Ele6br 
petual Liberalities to foften Oppofition, till ^"^^^"^^ 
he ftiould find himfelf in fufficient Credit tOfcrcnt 
attempt his Eftablifliment by Force. The Mcafurcs. 
fecond, weary of feeing his Application have 
no other Confeqiience than his Enemy's 
gaining Ground, determined, but too late, 
to make Head againA: hin\. He flattered 
himfelf, that by the Triple Diets he had 
fummoned, he (hould eafily defeat the E- 
ledtor's Enterprias, prevent him from march-^ 
ir>g to Warfaiv^ and fuch Diforders as had 
happened at Profzowie. At the meeting of the 
petty Diet of Cracow^ fix Saxon Regiments 
were detached thither, who furrounded the 
Diet, and threatened to cut them to Pieces, 
if they did not receive the Decree of the E- 
leftor's Council, againft the Primate and the 
Rokozs. It w^as expeded that three Bodies 
of the Nobility, animated againft that Prince, 
and ready to join each other, would make 
him apprehenfive of being either enclofed or 
cut off, (hould he engage in the Centre of 
the Kingdom. The Primacej^ the Marihal, 
gnd the Rokozs, did not however reckon 
fq piuch ypop the Fidelity of thofe three 

A^einblies 
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*%- AfTemblicSj as to be without their Appre- 
^^'^^ henfions, both for themfelves and Warjaw^ 
which was not difficult to penetrate from 
their Conduft. After the Publication of thofe 
Proclamations, they retired to Lowitz^ ta- 
king with them the Palatine oiJVilna\ Re- 
giment of Foot, which till then had guarded 
the Bridge of Boats upon the Fifiula, They 
alfo carried thither fix hundred Horfej with 
Artillery and Ammunition > after which 
they broke the Bridge, that it might not fa- 
cilitate the Eleftor's March, 

By this Time the Squadron, under the 
Command of ^he Chevalier Bart^ of fix 
Ships of War of forty Guns each , with 
double Stores J and fome Troops aboard. 
Prince of came to an Anchor Sept. 26th in the Road 
SSnVhe°^ Da/?/2?/r£ The Prince of Conti , who 
Road of was aboard this Squadron, was faluted wich 
•a Triple Salvo, by the Cannon of the Caftlc 
of Weyjelmondi but was not complimented 
by the Magiftrates of Dantzick^ whofe 
Ships paffed on all Sides of the Fr^wt:^ Squa- 
dron without ialutmg, and they forbad their 
Boats going on Board that Prince's Vefl^els. 
Thofe Gentlemen had come to a Refolution 
to declare in Favour of the Elector. They 
were almofl all of them Protefl:ants, and 
confequently'more inclined to a Roman Ca^ 
tholick of a few Days ftanding, than to a 
Prinze of theBIoodofi>w/i the Four teen th» 

who 



Pauizk 



BookIL under Augustus II. 

who had taken Pains to exdrpate the Pro^ '^97- 
teftant Religion in his Dominions. OOTw 

The 28th the French Squadron came to 
an Anchor before Oliva^ (an Abby upon the 
Viftula, below Dantzick) where there is a 
good Port, The Prince of Conti received 
daily the Complinienrs of the Polip) NobiU- 
ty. All of them faluted him with the Title 
of King, and Proteftor of their Liberty ; but [^^ ^^^ 
he had the Moderation to refufe the firft of of King, 
thofe Appellations, and declared he would 
not afTume itj 'till the free and unanimous 
Confent of the Republic k confirmed it to 
him. Perhaps he already fufficiently di- 
ftinguiftied, his Competitor would carry it 
again ft him. However it be, he did not 
land till the 7th oiOEiober. Three hund- 
red Soldiers of the Troops he brought with 
him, went afhore at the fame Time, The 
Abbe PoUgnac attended him to Count Bie^ 
Unjki^ the great Chamberlain of the Crown's 
Houfe, where he held a Council, After 
which he dined in the Country near Olin)a^ 
with the Bifliop of P/^0, who entertained 
him magnificently. After Dinner the Prince 
rofe and drank to the Prefervation of the 
Liberty of Poland, and then returned to his 
Ship, not judging it proper topafs the Night 
on Shore. 

Some Days after theEmbailador oi France ^^^' J**^" 
concluded a Treaty with the Sapiehas. Up^trMtfwitk 
pn depofiting ^60000 Livrcs in the Prefence the Sapii^ 
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I. 

1 697. of the Commiflaries of Lithuania^ ^the great 
^■"^^"^^""^ Treafurer*s Son was to come with ten or 
twelve Companies of Ordnance, to efcort the 
Prince where he fhould think fit. The 
Treaty further expreffed, that the great Ge- 
neral, and all the Officers of the Army of 
Lithuania fhould take an Oath of Fidelity, and 
march with their Troops to fuch Places as 
fliould be affigned by the Prince, who would 
put himfelf at the Head of them, and before 
they advanced to the Enemy, pay them a 
like Sum of 460000 Livres. The fame 
Minifter treated alfo with the great Treafurer 
of the Crown, and with the Palatines of B^//;s 
and Kiowy as to what regarded them. 
FirftPro- The Prince of Contts keeping aboard his 
pofai to Ship was not at all approved. It was pro- 
of^Cfl^ir^ pofed to him to go to Marienburgh^ where 
Dzialinfki was high Steward, and com- 
manded for his Brother in Law Bielinjkt, 
In that Place was a Garrifon of feven or eight 
hundred Men. The Works were at that 
Time repairing with the utmoft Diligence, 
and the Commandant had engaged to pro- 
vide all Sorts of Ammunition, for a certain 
Sum of Money, that had been paid him. 
The Prince did not think it advifeable to 
ftiut himfelf up in a Town, nor was it fafe 
to rely too much upon Dzialinjki^ who was 
known to have a Facility in adhering to the 
Party that gave moft. 

Another 
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Another Propofal, that was made, did ^jf^Z;, 
not appear more confiftent. It was that the second 
Prince fhould go to Lowitz. This was the Propofal. 
more pradicable, as all the Palatinates in the 
Way thither were in his Intereft, and the 
Nobility upon the Coafts might be made 
\J(t of to efcort him. But upon refledling 
that they had no regular Troops, it was 
thought beft to wait the Performance of 
Sapieba's Engagements. The Prince did 
not think it confiftent with Prudence, or his 
Dignity to come on fhore, and rifque his 
Perfon in a Kingdom fo divided, of which 
his Opponent was in a Manner Mafter. 

The Situation of the Eledor was in efFed Councib 
very different from that of the Prince of given the 
ContL He did not wait the coming up of 
an Army; he had one under his Command, 
and had only to refolve upon its Motions. 
He had been advifed to take three diiFerenc 
Methods; the firft was, to march direftly to 
the Crown Army, to prevent by his Prefence 
and Liberality, its joining the Prince of Conti; 
the fecond was to go to JVarfaw, to hinder 
the three Aflemblies of the Nobility fummon- 
ed by the Primate's Proclamation from meet- 
ing, and to furprize the Primate himfelf at 
Lowitz ; the third was to go at the Head of 
all his Troops into PruJJia, to prevent the 
Prince of Conti'% landing, and cut off the 
Aids he expe<fted. The laft Advice was fol- 
low'd, except that the Eledor, inftead of 
8 taking 



mate. 
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'697- taking the Field, contented himfelf vtrith 
''^lending three ihoufand Horfe into Prujia^ 
under the Command of Gaieckiy Caftellan 
oi Pofnania^ to whom he had given the Pa* 
latinate of Intmladiflaw, The Major Ge- 
nerals Brandt and Flemming^ were joined in 
Commiflion with Galecki^ and had Orders 
jointly with him to eftablifh a Tribunal at 
FietrikoWj the Legality of which the Nobi- 
lity would not admit, that they might not 
appear to approve the Eledor s Coronation, 
Suecefsof The three thoufand Horfe began their 
*^?.'^^^^? March OS}, 10. the Day the three Affem- 
fummoficdbhes of the Nobility fummoned by the Pri- 
by the Fri mate were to be held. The Aflcmbly of 
Grodno was fufficiently numerous: But there 
might as well have been none. They were 
diraSed in their Conduft by the Sapiehas^ 
who promifed every Thing, but perform* 
ed Nothing, There was fcarce any Body 
at Zawichot , becaufe the Palatine of Beltz 
was gone to the Crown- Army, where his 
Prefence was neceffary. The Palatine of 
Kaiifch brought about two thoufand Men to 
Lencicia^ of which Ufe might have been 
made, if thro' an unfeafonable Precaution, 
that Body of Nobility had not obliged the 
Primate, and Marflial of the Rokozs, to pro- 
claim again the Prince of Conti*y for which 
there was no Occafion. 
Thf Prince After this Proclamation made in the 
pLdaimed^i^^d of Eleftion, the Affcmbly chofe Em- 
ag^a. baffadors 



Bookll. tmder AvG VST vs 11, 



143 



bafladors out of the Senate and Nobility, »^97' 
with Powers to draw up the PaSla Convent d^ .XV^s> 
Bieltnjli^ Marfhal of the Diet of Eleftion, 
was appointed to prefent the Dtpkma to the 
Prince of Conti. To fave Time, all this 
was done at Lowiiz ; fVarJaw not being cf- 
fential as to Place, 

The Primate was not long without difco- Primate 
vering his Fault* Upon his leaving Lowitz^ Ih^^K ^^ 
with lotention to go to Dantzick^hz received lejf up b 
Intelligence, ihzSamns were in full March ^^^^^^i^«- 
to intercept him, and was under the neccf- 
fity of {hutting himfelf up in his Caftle ; from 
whence only the Biihop of KioWf the Caf- 
tellan of Kalifcb, and feme other Perfons of 
the Embaffy, with an Efcort of three hun- 
dred Polijh^ and one hundred and fixty of 
the Palatine of Wilna's Horfe, were fuf- 
fered to depart. It was faid that he alfo wrote 
to the Prince of Conti^ to defire him to come 
to his Reliefs But of what Ufe could that 
Prince's Compliance be, whoinftead of forty 
thoufand Troops, that promifed to join him, 
had hitherto feen only a few Polfp Plat- 
toons, who came to offer him their Service ? 

The Prince is reported never to have had? mc« of 
any great Opinion of this Affair. He under- ^^ '^''^ ^ 
took it rather in Deference to Lewis XIV. Ejcaion!^ 
than from his own Ambition j and in the 
Train Things were at that Time, it was not 
difficult for him to forefee it would not fuc- 
cced. However, that he might not be want- 

ing 
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1697- ing to himfelf in any Thing, he difpatched 
^^'^^^'^^'^ circular Letters, to inform the Nation, in 
what he expelled from them, and what 
Succours were neceflary for his Service. In 
thefe Letters, his Stile was DukeofComi^ 
His Cir- ^^d by the Grace of God^ and the Affe5iton 
cuiar hn-of the Polifli Nation^ King ^Poland, and 
^^- grand Duke of Lithuania. He told them, 
the Occafion of his not coming fooncr to ex^ 
prefs his Gratitude, was the Apprehenfion 
of afting contrary to the Cuftoms of the 
Realm ; that for the fame Reafons, he kept 
on Board his Ships, and had not brought 
Troops along with him ; that he did not con- 
ceive the Eledor of Saxony's Coronation 
could prejudice his Right in any Thing, as 
what was Null in the beginning could noc 
be made valid in the Confequcnce 5 befidesj 
not to mention the Irregularities of the Co- 
ronation, it was an indifpenfable Obligation in 
the Pa£}a Conventa^ that her Highnefs, the 
Eledrefs, fhould have embraced the Roman 
Catholick Religion before the Eledtor was 
crowned. To which he added, that for 
what remained, he repofcd an entire Confi-* 
dence in the Polijh Nation, and it was his 
Intention to (hun, as far as poflible, the Ef- 
fufion of Blood ; that however, in Cafe of 
Neceffity he would take Care to provide a 
fufiicient Number of Troops ; and that they 
fliould find him ready to employ his For- 
tunes, 
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tunes, and expofe his Life, in Defence of ^697. 
the Religion and Liberty of Poland. <>V>J 

This Letter had no greater Succefs than I^'s Suc- 
the Prince expeded, Ic was without EfFedl. ^^ ** 
Moft of t^e Generals of the Army, and the 
other Lords had taken different Meafures, 
and after having drawn Money from both 
Parties, adhered to that, which had given 
them moft, or from which they had Hopes 
of getting more. The Eledtor's Party grew 
ftronger every Day, whilft the Prince's vifibly 
declined. It was not known on what to de- 

?cnd. Some there were who made great 
rofeffions, but performed nothing, oradled 
fecretly in direft Contradidlion to their open 
Engagements. Others would have fold 
xhcmfclves at a Price, it was not poffible to 
pay ; and fome, after having received their 
Contrafts, betrayed the Purchafer. 

The Sapiehas, and the great General ofl'^;^;'^^^ 
the Crown, were thofe, of whom the Prince pieafcd. 
of Confi had moft Reafon to complain. The 
one invented falfe Reports to prevent the 
fending of the Promifed Troops. Others 
alarmed by thefe Reports, were afraid to 
march. All this gave the Prince of Conti no 
fmall Difguft. He thought it inconfiftent 
with his Dignity to fuffer himfelf to be a- 
mufed any longer. In a Conference held at 
Oliva the 29th of 0£i. at which feveral Pch 
lijh Lords were prefeat, he declared, that 
L he 
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1697- he had done his Duty to Poland to the ut- 
^^^^^^^^"^^ nioft ; that he was ready to make good all 
the mdft Chriftian King had promifed in his 
Name ; that his Intention, in coming to put 
himfelf at the Head of fb many bftve Peo-. 
pic, was to defend them from the Oppofi- 
tion, with which they were threatened ; but 
finceit was their Refolution to fubmit to it, 
he could not refolve to fee their Liberties ex- 
pire, which they had maintained from the 
Eftabliftiment of their Monarchy ; that it 
was inconfiftent with his Dignity to be the 
Witnefs of their Difgrace ; and that he at- 
tributed to the Misfortunes of the Tinies, the 
Inconfiftences which other Nations could 
not but obferve in their Conduft. 
Is defined So fudden a Refolution was not expefted, 

not to re ^^^ p^j^jj^ L^j.jg ^^ ^j^^^ ^^^^ p^j^^^ ^p^j^^^ 

exprefled their Surprize at it; they entreat- 
ed him not to abandon them, affuring him 
at the fame Time, that News would foon 
arrive from Lithuania -y and were fo earned 
with him, that the Prince, to exprefs his 
Efteem for them, promifed to defer his De- 
parture, 
Receives It was thought at firft, the Prince would 
Embafia- j^^^^ j^q Reafon to repent his Complacency. 
The 2d oi November y News carrie, thatStf- 
pieha^ Marflial of Lithuania^ Son of the 
grand Marfhal of that Duchy, was arrived 
ne^rDantzick^ with his Company of Guards, 

and 
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and three hundred Lithuanians. Cazimire ^^97- 
Oginjkiy Staroft of Godzin^ and Prince Czar- ^'^'VNJ 
torejki were in his Company. Thofe three 
Lords, and the Prince of Radzivil^ who 
was expeded every Day, were commif- 
fioned Eoibaffadors from Lithuania. The j^eproach- 
Prince gave Audience to the Marfhal onenheMar- 
Board his Ship, and warmly reproached ^^jj"^.^^'' 
him upon the Delay of the Lithuanian Troops 
and their General, after the Engagements 
they had entered into, and the Payment 
of the Money they demanded. Sapieha's 
Anfwer was, that the Superiority of the Sax^ 
onTroopSy and the Hoftilities committed up- 
on the Lands of his Family were the Oc-^ 
cafion, but that in fix Weeks Time, fix thou* 
fand Men would march thither, who could 
not poflibly begin their March fooner. 

An Anfwer of this Kind did not fail toCoiiceives 
furprize the Prince. Six thoufand Men,^'/^^^«' 
faid he, is that a Body to make Head a- 
gainft the German Troops, far more nume- 
rous and much better difciplin'd? This 
Difcourfe finally convinced the Prince^ there 
was no relying upon all the Promifes that 
had been made him. And indeed with what 
Propriety could he refolve to wait fix Weeks 
for Troops that ought to have been there al* 
ready to oppofe the Saxon juft coming upon 
him ; and what Probability was there, that 
a Prince^ whom Poland profeffed to acknow- 
L a ledge 
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1697 ledge for its Sovereign, (hould pafs the Win- 
^^^^y^^ ter on Board his Ships, when the Kingdom 
had no Fortrefs of any Strength, and neither 
Troops nor any other Relief to fupporc 
him? 
Receives Other Embaffadors from the Republick 
other Km- arrived the 4th of Nov. at Oliva. The Bi- 
baiTadors. ^^p ^^ jQ^^ ^hom the Primate had ap- 
pointed Chief of the Embafly, had with hira 
the Commiffions of feverai other Embaffa- 
dors for Lithuania. The Caftellans of Ka- 
lifcb and Siradia were to adl in the fame Ca- 
pacity for Great Poland^ the former of whom 
brought with him three hundred Horfe. If 
* the other Lords had only brought as many, the 

Prince might have been in fome Condition, 
to difpute his Ground with his Competitor. 
The Palatine of Kiow^ and the Caftellan of 
Lublin , reprefented Little Poland. Bielinfkt 
Marflial of the Diet, was joined in Commif- 
fion with thefe Embaffadors, • and was much 
fonder of prefenting the Diploma to the Prince 
than the Prince of receiving it. Prince Lu- 
bomirjkij Staroft of Sonde\ arrived at the 
fame Time, and brought Advice, that fif- 
teen hundred Horfe were upon their March 
^ to offer their Service. The Prince of Conti 
was pleafed with the News, and declared he 
would take the Field at the Head of thofc 
Troops. 
Recevcs This Dawn of Hope was of no long Du- 
ablc^^3. ^^^^- Accounts came, thaj the three thou- 

(knd 
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fand Saxons were divided into two Bodies, 
one of which was marching for Oliva^'' 
the other for Marienburgh. The 5 th of 
'November this News was brought the Prince, 
who was then in Conference with the Em* 
bafladors \ and changed all their Meafures. 
The Troops expedted were at too great a 
Diftance to be much depended upon/ be- 
fides which there were no certain Accounts 
of the Place where they then were. 

An Exprefs from the Primate brought o- 
ther Accounts, which confirmed this News. 
That Prelate had given Notice in a Letter, 
that had been intercepted, that the Saxons 
had Orders to feize all the Poles in Oliva, 
Every Body was in Apprehenfion for him- 
felf, and the Alarm was fo great, they knew 
not what Courfe to refolve upon. Grudz- 
injki^ Caftellan of Brefctay and Lubomirjki^ Rafh 
Staroft of Sondek, advifed the Prince to cn-g?^^"^"^^!^- 
ter Great Poland with ail the Nobility then 
in his Company. This Advice was lofty 
and magnificent; but the worft of it was 
its being fomething too rafh, and for that 
Rcafon rejected by every Body- Other Mea- Other 
fures were propofed but fubjedt to no lefs^'^^P^^*^*' 
Inconveniences. It was neceffary however 
to come to fome Refolution in the prefent 
Exigency. The Troops were expcdled in 
three Days, and in that View it was pro^ 
pofcd, that the Prince (hould retire to Ste^ 
L 3 tin 
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//^, inftead of returning to France, That 
Place was the more commodious, as it was 
near the Frontier, and depended upon a 
Crown in Alliance with France. If thefe Suc- 
coursj reply 'd the Prince, arefo near as they 
are believed, I ftiali expeft them on Board 
my Ships; for I cannot refolve to abandon 
my fiaithful Friends. He was afkcd whether 
he would receive the Embafly with the Di- 
ploma, which he refufed, as inconfiflent to 
cake Pofleffion of a Kingdom, from whence 
he was advifedto retire* 

The fame Day the fifth of November^ the 
ChevaUer Barf^ by the Prince's Orders, 
feized five Merchant Ships of Dantzick^ 
then in the Road, laden and ready to fail. 
There were twoReafonsfor carrying Things 
to this Extremity. One was, to make the 
City of Dantzici fenfible of a Power to re- 
venge their Precipitation in Favour of the 
Eleftor, and the other, topunifhfeveral In- 
fults, offered by the Burghers to the French 
of the Squadron, who had gone into their 
Town, 

Before this Rupture, the ji^te Poltgnac 
had fignified to the Principal Burgomafters, 
that his moft Chrillian Majefty had given 
Orders to feize all Veflels of DantzicL The 
Burgomafter aflced whether this Notificar 
tion was a Declaration of War from the 
King of France, The Embaffador reply'd^ 
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It was not: But that the King his- Matter '697- 
was no lefs offended with that City, than^^"^*^^^ 
he had been with Genoa^ which was as much 
as to threaten a Bombardment. It was 
however much further from Dunkirk to 
Dantzicky than from Marfeilles or T^oulon to 
Genoa. Befides Dantzick is not upon the 
Coaft as Genoa is^ and the Powers intereft- 
cd in the Prefervation of this City, could 
more eafily prevent its Ruin, than thofe in 
the Intereft of the other its Bombardment. 

The Embaffador of France'^ Declaration, 
and the feizing of the five Veflels alarmed 
die City of Dantzick. The ordinary Coun- ^agift- 
fcl immediately fummoned the Counfel of^^^^^^^^^,^ 
an hundred, the Refult of whofe Delibera- Condua. 
tions was, that the Gates of the City fhould 
be fliut by Way of Precaution, that all the 
Effefts of the French fhould be feized, and 
that their Money and Bills of Exchange 
fhould be brought into the Town-Houfe. 
They wrote at the fame Time to the King 
of Denmark^ to defire him not to permit 
their Ships, taken in the Road by the Che-^ 
yalier Bart^ to pafs the Sound. They alfo 
implored Aid of all the Powers, interefled 
in the Prefervation of their City, and inform- 
ed them of the Steps that had been taken in 
fo delicate a Conjundture. 

The Mbe Polignac had given Orders to 

his People to remove the mofl valuable of 

L 4 his 
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1697. his Moveables, which had been carried thi- 
^■^^"^''^^^ ther for the Accommodation of the Prince 
of Conti. Thofe Orders were given too late. 
Imprifon At the fame Time his Domefticks were 
f^'nnch' preparing to put them in Execution, the Ma- 
Domdi giftratesfent them to Prifon, and with them 
icks. xht Merchants, who had been ferviceable to 
the Prince.They feized the greateft Part of the 
^ Embaflador's EfFedts, and after having fold 
his Horfes by Audtion, had the Infolence to 
fend him a Trumpet, with a Letter to re- 
claim their Ships. The Embaffador's Reply 
was, that as to their Ships, they were no 
Concern of his, and that to plunder his Houie 
was a bad Method of engaging him to fol* 
licite in their Favour, Remember, added he, 
you have violated the Laws of Nations, 
and failed in Refpedl for a great King, whom 
no Body has hitherto offended with Impu- 
nity. 
Alarm At the famc Time that Minifter received 

tSi Advice, that the Saxons lay the Evening be- 
Troops, fore at Stum^ a Town oiPruJjia^ that they 
had. made the hundred and fixty of Sapieba's 
Horfe, with their Commander Prifoners of 
War. On the fixth, nothing was talked of 
every where but the March of the Saxons^ 
and the Violence committed by them. The 
EmbaiTador thought it high Time to pro- 
vide for the Safety of his Effedls which he 
fcnt to th? Abby of 0//w, the only Place of 

Refuge 
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Refuge, that remained on the Coaft, and '^97- 
where moft of the PoUp Senators were reti-'"*^^'^ 
red, The7ch he waited on the Prince to defire 
Boats, but could not have them that Day, 
being fent out for Water ; he was promifed 
them the next, with fixty Men to guard 
them. 

General Brand was near Dantzkk^ with 
a confiderable Body of Saxon Troops, and 
finding the Prince of Canti in no Condition 
to oppofe him 3 he thought it his Duty to 
make ufe of the Occaiion, and the little Care 'They ad* 
his Party had taken to be upon their Guard, q^^^^^** 
With this view, November 8, at Day-break, 
he advanced towards Oliva, 

The Boats of the Fr^^iri Squadron, were 
at that Time employed in carrying Soldiers 
to Shore, with whom went the jM&e Cha* 
teauneuf to bring off what was left in the 
Abby, Twenty of the Soldiers were fcarce 
landed, when they perceived a great Body of 
Horfe In the Plain. It was a Detachment of 
the Saxons with the reft clofe in their Rear. 
The Soldiers who guarded the out Parts of 
the Abby, were in as profound a Sleep, as if 
there was nothing to fean The Saxom at- 
tacked them fuddenly^ andputmoft of them 
to the Sword, before they could take to their 
Arms for their Defence, 

They broke alfo into the infide of the Ab-^^^ ^^j^^ , 
ty, where the Saxons ftiztd all that belong- the Abby. | 

ed 
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169?. cd to either the French or the Poles., The 
^■'""^^^^Embaffadors Papers, and Plate were con- 
cealed in the Veftry, which Peter Hubert. \ii^ 
Secretary, found Means to get off. He (hut 
himfelf up in the Abby, tho' admitted with 
great Difficulty, . and by diftributing three 
hundred Ducats amongft the Religious, he 
procured the Habit of their Order and found 
Means to take off the Seal, which the S^x- 
ons had affixed to the ftrong Box, in which 
the Papers were. He carried them off on 
the 9th at Midnight, and fent them to Da^t-- 
zici, covered with Herbs and Roots, by a 
iPeafant he could truft, who delivered them 
to the great Chamberlain's Lady, which La- 
dy afterwards reftored them to the Embaf- 
• fador. 
Corninit The Caftcllan of Kalifcb, whom they' 

Violences. • 1 t , r r 

particularly wanted, was fo fortunate to get' 
oflF, and efcape an Ambufcade laid for him. 
Thirty Horfe were detached in Purfuit of 
him, who followed him in the Woods to no 
Purpofe, for they could not come up with 
him. The Staroft of Sondek cut his Way 
thro' the Enemy Sword in Hand, with on- 
ly four in his Company, and received their 
whole Fire without a Wound. The Bifhop 
of Kiow^ and the Caftellan ofBrze/cia took 
Sandluary in the Abby Church. The Ca- 
ftellan they rifled, and abufed. The Bi- 
(hop, who was before the Altar, proftrate 

in 
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in Devotion, was no better treated, and had "697. 
hisCrofs of Diamonds torn from hisBreaft. ^-^'^VVJ 

The Poles at Dantzick were no better 
ufed than thofe at Oliva. The Palatine of 
Kiow^ the Marflial of Lithuania^ Prince 
Czartorejki^ the Staroft of Pe&Jlaw^ and the 
great Chamberlain had the Mortification to 
be put under Arreft in their Houfes, by the 
Burgomafters of Dantzick^ who placed 
Guards upon them; feveral Gentlemen the 
Mob dragged about the Streets by the Hair. 

Andrew Zamjki, Bifhop of PA/J^ had JJ^J^P ^^ 
the Addrefs to efcape thefe Infults. He reroverm^e 
tired after the Counfel of the 29th of 0<5?o- Ekaor. 
ber^ when the Prince of Conti declared his 
Refolution to return to France. That Pre- 
late would have purchafed at any Rate the 
Biflioprick of JVarmia^ a more coniiderable 
Benefice than his own. When he faw the 
Prince of Q?«f/, to whom he adhered, no 
longer in a Condition to procure him that 
Advantage, he joined the Saxon Party, which, 
it is more than probable, he had before prcr- 
. pared forfuchan Event. 

Among the .Prifoners, who were taken prif^ners 
andamounted to two hundred, were forty of taken by 
the Prince of Conti'^ Domefticks. The Jb^'^'^'''"'' 
be Polignac was very near being taken him- 
fclf. He had fcarce Time to get on Board 
the French Squadron. He there found the 
I'rince of Contu juft getting into a Boat, to 

go 
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go to Oliva^ fo that the Prince would undoubt- 
edly have been taken, if Brand had arrived 
two Hours later, 

That General, to take Advantage of the 
Confternation, into which he had thrown 
his Mafters Enemies, fate down without 
lofingTime before theCaftle of Marienburgb^ 
Dzialmjtt\ grand Carver of the Crown> had 
retired thither, as is before obferved. His 
Defign was not fo much to preferve the 
Place, as to make an Advantagious Capitula- 
tion, in which he had Succefs, After the 
firft Attack, he furrendered upon Conditions 
agreed on between him and Brand. The 
Palatine of Siradiuy and the great Cham- 
berlain Bielinjki^ went almoft at the fame 
Time to Cracow, to take their Oaths of Fi- 
delity to the Elei^on 

As Marienburgb was the only City, the 
Prince of Conti could land at with Safety, 
the Lofs of that Place, and the Defertion of 
fo many Lords, determined him to retreat* 
The 9th about Noon he fet Sail for France. 
He thought it proper, that the Abbe Polsg* 
nac fliould land in the Ille of Rugen^ and 
from thence repair to Stetin j that he might 
be in readinefs to return to Poland^ if the 
Conjuncture made it neceffary. The Prince 
carried away with him only four of the 
Ships, feized by his Order in the Road of 
DantzicL A fmall Veffeli which was the 

lifth, 
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fifth, found Means to efcape, andanchor'd '^97- 
fafely under the Cannon of thcCaftleof TVr- ^-^^^^"^ 
tnand. Before his Departure, he wrote twb^"^^ 
Letters, one to the Primate, and another to mate and 
theRepublick. In both of them he expreff-^^^R*^- 
ed his great Difpleafure, in having feen Pc-^^ 
land fubjedted by foreign Troops, and the 
Republick in Danger. In that to the Repub- 
lickj he warmly reproached the Nobility, 
his Adherents, with breach of Promife, and 
abuiing his Facility, in expofing him to 
come thither, and receive an Affront in the 
Face of all Europe ; an Affront, he faid, of 
which he was thejmore fenfible, as he had ne- 
ver entertained Thoughts of being their 
King. 

The Prince put in the ■15th at Draco, in Anchors 
the Me of Amag. His Veffel, and another ^r?/""' 
of the Squadron had touched upon the Bank 
of Zandmm^ which obliged him to go afliore 
in the Boat. Monficur Bonrepaus^ Embaf- 
fador of France, at the Court of Denmark^ 
went to wait on him at Draco, and condudt- 
cd him the i6th to Copenhagen. The next 
Day he went to Court, where he appeared m- 
ccgnitOy under the Name of the Count D- 
yilefs, to avoid difputing Precedence with 
the Prince Royal. On the 19th he returned 
on Board, and fet fail the fame Day for the 
Coafl of France. The Yi\ng o£ Denmark^ <^ Dm- 
would not fuffcr the four VeiTcls, taken in.^/JjJ^P* 

the of Dant- 
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1697- the Road of Dantzicky xo pafs the Sound. 
^^'^^'''^"^ He ordered the French Officer, who aiked 
his Permiffion, to be told, that he could not 
fufFcr the leaft Ship to be taken in the Baltick 
Sea, and much lefs Veflels, laden with Mer- 
chandize, that it Would be an Infringmeftt 
of his Treaties with all Nations, by which 
he was obliged to prefervethe Paflagc of the 
Sound free, and to maintain the Tranquillity 
of the Baltick. That Monarch laid thofe 
Veflels, however, under an Embargo, till 
the Difierence between the Court of Fr^w^, 
and the City of Dantzick^ fliould be accom- 
modated. " 
Eieftor The Eleftor of Saxonfs Affairs, which, 
Irong. before the Prince of Conti's Departure, were 
not a little fuccefsful, took new Force after 
the Retreat of that Prince. Not only feveral 
Diftridts of the Republick acknowledged him, 
but took an Oath of Fidelity to him. A 
Number of Gentlemen, to whom that Prince 
opened his Arms, declared in his Favour. 
A Part of the Army fent their Deputies tp 
fwear entire Obedience to him in their Name j 
and the King of Sweden^ and the Czar of 
Mu/covy offered to afliil him with their 
Troops, Aconfiderable Party of the Nobi- 
lity, however, altho' in great Diftrefs by the 
Deciara- Pfiuce of ContPs Retreat, continued firm to 
tion of p. his Intereft, and did not lofe their Courage, 
ofCj/;/;^s Yhc Primate and fome Lords fupported it 

with 
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with their whole Credit, and Authority. They 1 697 
neglected no Arguments to prove the Good- ^-'^^'^^^ 
nefs of their Caufe. They publifhed Mani- 
fcftos in Vindication of their Meafures, in 
which they declared, that all the Refolut;ions 
they had hitherto taken, were not only juft, 
but eflential to the Defence of their Religi- 
on and Liberties; that this was the foleRea- 
fon of their Pcrfeverance in the Protefts, 
they had made againft the irregular Pro- 
ceedings of the contrary Fadlion ; and that 
they did not only think it proper to confirm 
thofe Protefts , but to add fuch others, as 
fhould be Neceflary. 

The Eledlor found no lefs Oppofition to Oppofiti- 
his Dcfigns from the Lords, who had ac- p"^^^^^^^ 
knowledged him. That Prince had entered 
Poland at the Head of his Troops, and was 
obliged for the Safety of his Perfon, to con- 
tinue a Body of them about him, and to 
quarter them in Cracow. The Poles^ who 
cannot endure the leaft Appearance, of an 
Attempt upon their Liberties, murmured 
highly at this Behaviour. They complained 
that the Privileges of the Nation were vio- 
lated, in confiding the Guard of the Capital 
o( Poland, to German Troops, which pro- 
perly belonged to the Natives of the Coun- 
try. Befides which the Poles and Germans 
had a natural Antipathy for each other. The 
Troops of the two Nations coujd not quarter 

together, 
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1697. together, without frequent Quarrels, which 
'-''''^'^^^ were often followed either by Duels or Com- 
bats between fmall Parties. This made it 
neceflary to find an expedient to fatisfy the 
Poks^ without obliging the Germans to leave 
the Kingdom, and to reconcile the Priiiaatc' 
and his Adherents 5 two Things extremely 
difficult, as many Interefts not only differ-*^ 
ent, but almoft diredlyoppofite, wcr^ to be: 
managed. • 

Tries to Thofe Difficulties long employed thp 
remove ^^Yau^ and his Council in Cr^r^w, who agreed, 
however, upon the moft eflential Points. 
They thought it befl: to ufe gentle Means, to 
induce the Primate to reconcile himfelf to. 
the Eledtor; that the Saxon Troops fhould 
remove their Quarters to theSea Coaft, to 
be ready againft any new Attempts of the 
French ; and the Polijh Soldiers fhould be 
gpfted upon the Frontiers as ufual, to guard 
them againft the Turks and Tartars. By 
quartering the Troops fo remote from each 
other, the Confequences of their Jealpuiy 
were prevented. It was further agreed to 
declare the Prince of Conti^ and all thofe, 
who had any Part in feizing the Dantzick 
Ships, Enemies of the Republick 5 and alfo 
to fummons immediately a general Diet of 
Pacification. 
Leaves The Eledlor, no longer alarmed by the 
Crium, p^^f^^^g of jj is Competitor in the Kingdom, 

the 
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the Intrigues of the French Miniftecs^ and 1697. 
the Divifions of the Army, thought only of -^^^^ 
going to Warfaw. He began his March 
T>ec. 27th, leaving a Garrifon of two thou- 
' fand Men in the Citadel of CracoWy and 
one thoufand in the Town ; the firft under 
the Command of Szombecky Caftellan of 
Wotnet%^ and the others under Witepjki, Ca- 
ftellan 'of Cractm. The Eledor's Defiga 
.»ras to aflemble a Diet of Pacification, to 

• conclude the Union of the different Parties, 
who were ftill turbulent in fome Parts of 
Poland^ and to reconcile the Lords who per-^ 
Med in the Oppofition. 

Upon the firfl News of his March, the Enters 

. Grand Marfhal of the Crown, the great ^^'^''''• 
Treafurer of Lithuania^ and feveral other 
Perfons of the firfl Quality, canie from War-^ 
Jaw upon the 2d of January to meet that 
Prince, who made his Entry, the l3tb. 
The Magiflrates preftntcd him the Keys of 
the City, and the Clergy received him in their 
Formalities, at the Entrance of the Collegiate 
Church, where the T!e Deum was fung to 
the Difcharge of the Cannon, and the Accla- 
mations of the People. 

After the Ceremony, the Eledor attend- q^^j ^^ 
ed by the Senators, and preceded by thetheCaiUe* 
Marfiials, carrying their Staffs of Office, went 
to the Caflle, where the Keys were prcfehted 
him by the Palatine of Plojko^ as Gover- 

M \ nor 
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'^97- nor QUVarfais. In the Evening he made a 
^ Vilit CO the Queen Dowager^ who returned 
the Compliment next Day. This fecond In- 
terview pafled in a long Conference, which 
ended in an entire Reconciliation between 
that PrincCj and the late King's Family. It 
was obferved, that the Princes Alexander^ 
and ConJiantinewzntioVillamvay to receive 
the Eledor the Day he made his Entry, and 
advanced to the Boot of his Coach. The 
Houfe of Sapicba acknowledged him at the 
lame Time, King of Poland^ and made 
their SubmifTion, 

Tho' this Progrefs was confiderablcj much 
was ft ill wanting to confirm the Ele£tor in 
the quiet PoffeOion of the Kingdom, The 
Rohzs perfifted in the Refolution of acknow- 
ledging no other King, but the Prince of 
Contij and nothing could reconcile the Pri- 
mate j or infpire him with pacifick Senti- 
ments. The Eleftor's Council conceived a 
Diet of Pacification, the only Remedy, and 
flattered themfelves, that the other Lords 
might be brought over by Promifes, or, 
where Promifes ilionld fail, by real Services, 
fhTDier ^'^ ^^^^ Opinion, circular Letters were dif- 
o5Pad£ca- patched, for fummoning chat Diet to alTem- 
^^^' b!e on the 1 6 th of /^nV, and the petty Diets 
Co precede the General Diet were appointed 
for the 5 th of March. 

In thofe Letters, the principal Points to 
be confidered v^ere ftated^ which were the 

Means 
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Means for re-eftablifhing the Peace of the ^^ 
Nation, and for railing at leaft the Moyety '-^^VXJ 
of what was due to the Army. The Eledor Hii Pro- 
reprefented at the fame Time, that ^ft^r^^Xt^'* 
having embraced the Roman Catholick Reli-Dict. 
gion, his only End, in-fetting up for the 
Crown of Poland^ was to defend that Reli* 
gion againft the common Enemy of Chrift- 
endom, and to fupport the Nation in their 
antient Liberties and Privileges; that to 
efFedl thofe Defigns, he had brought his 
Troops into the Kingdom, and, if contrary 
to his Intention, they had done any Damage 
upon the Lands of the Nobility, he was ready 
to make entire Satisfaction ; but that he 
thought it neceffary to redrefs the Abufes 
certain Perfons made of their Credit and Au- 
thority. He added, that his Forces ihould 
be only employed, to reftore the Kingdom to 
its antient Luftre, and particularly to re- 
take Kamimecky and all Podolia froiti the 
TurkSy provided he {hould be feconded by 
the Nation ; and concluded with declaring, 
that, in the approaching Diet, all Parties 
fliould be at full Liberty to fpeak their Sen- 
timents. 

Thefe circular Letters had not the EfFed^^^^^- 
expedied from them. The Divifions of Po- "^^yj^anu 
land cncvczfcd^ and rofe much higher in L/- encreaic 
thuania. Oginjki^ Great Standard-Bearer 
of that Duchy, offended at the Houfe of 
M i Sapieha\ 
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»%• Sapieba's having made their Accommoda- 
^•^^^"^tion, took Arms againft the Great General, 
' 1 aflembled a confiderable Body of the Nobi- 
• lity, corrupted Part of the Army, com- 
mitted Hoftilities in the Country, and ra- 
vaged chiefly the Lands of the Sapiehas. On 
the other Hand, the General, with the re- 
mainder of the Troops who continued in 
Obedience, prepared to oppofc the Violen-^ 
ces of that Officer. 

Thefe Diforders did not fuit the Eleftors 
Prpjeds, who endeavoured to pacify Things, 
for the furtherance of his own Meafures. 
He imn>ediately difpatched two ExpreiJes. 
The one with Orders to the great Standard- 
Bearer oiLithuaniay to difmifs the Troops 
he had affembled, and afterwards to repair 
to Warfaw : The Contents of the other, were 
abfolutely to forbid the Great General, Sa- 
pieha^s oppofing the Outrages of Oginjki by 
Force, upon the Promife of fuitable Satif- 
fadlion to be made him. 
di™!to ^^^ Eledor's Council did not exped an 
u^^cit^ ^Mive Obedience from the diflFerent rarties, 
and thought they had no Reafon to complain 
when the Deputies of each arrived at U^ar- 
faw. It was not poffible, However, to re- 
concile them, as both declared, they were 
not furniftied with fufficient Powers to con- 
clude a Treaty. All that could be done, 
was to exhort them to terminate their Differ- 
» ences 
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ences amicably, and refer the reft to their "^9?- 
refpeflive Leaders who were to attend at -'"^^^'"^ 
Warfaw. 

In Poland the Army, tho' the greateft ^!^^^"j^ 
Part of it had fubmitted to the Eledor, con-^jfj^^^'** 
tinoed to Mutiny from Time to Time, They 
framed many Pretenfions, which they car- 
ried fo far as to e)q>rers, their Intention was 
to ereft a fourth State in the Kingdom, and 
to have an equal Share in the publick Affairs i 
befides this, the Mifunderftanding of the 
Poles and Sapccm ran high, either becaufe the 
Saxom did not obferve fo exaft a Difcipline 
with their Landlords in their Quarters, as the 
Conjunfture made requifite, or that the 
Poles were too touchy, and delicate in 
what Regarded their Liberty, and Privi- 
leges. 

What gave them further Trouble, wasEieaorfo- 
the Primate^s perlifting to refufe to come ^'<^!"^^ ^^^ 
to any Accommodation. The Envoy of "" " 
Brandenburgb, the Bifliop of Javarin, and 
feveralof his Friends, went often to wait on 
him at Lowitz^ where he continued to re- 
fide, but without any Succefs* He exprefled 
himfelf more determinate than ever, inCon- 
fequencc of the News he had received from 
France. However, as it was known, that 
the Court oiRome had rel'olved to acknow- 
ledge the Eledor as King, it gave Reafon 
to hope, the Prelate's Refpedt for the Holy 
M 3 Sit 
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'%? iSrf wowld have more Influence upon him, 
^^'^^^^'^^ than all the Solicitations that could be 

, made. 
PGpi\ Po- Akho* the Duke of Saxonfs Ele^ftion was 
*^^* properly the Work of the Pope, his Holincfs 
out of Policy fuffered himfelf to be very 
much Iblicked, before he would appear ro 
acknowledge that Prince, as King of Poland, 
It was given out, that France intended ro 
fupport the Prince of Co?iii's Elediion, and 
thac the naval Armament^ fitting out in the 
VoTiB q( Fra^ce^ was deligned in Favour of 
rhat Princes Return into PoianJ, Such 
RuHfiours, tho' they had Htde Foundationj 
prevented for fome Time the Popeh good In- 
tentions from taking Place* He thought it 
proper to take Ad vantage from the Occalion, 
and to make his Appearance of Neurraliiy 
a Merit with the Court of France, But on 
the thirteenth of Jan. he declared himfelf 
openly. In a Congregation held [hat Day, 
it was refolvedj that as the Eleftorof Saxony 
was in full Poflefllion, and it appeared from 
the Prince of Co?/ii'& Return, into France, 
that Court had no further Dcfign to fupport 
his Pretenfions, the Court of Rome could 
no longer defer the Acknowledgment ofAu- 
pifim's Eleftion. The Holy Father approved 
ill is Refolurion, and received the Sieur G/>- 
dokinjki, and the Baron DeGe in Quality of 
^inifters from the new King of Poland lo the 
Holy See, 

People 
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People were not miftaken in the Hopes '697. 
they had conceived of the Primate. Soon p^!^^^^^^ 
after the Court of Rome declared itfclf, the grows 
Primate's Obftinacy feemed to relax. He^*^^^* 
exprefled his Inclination to come to an Agree- 
ment. The Conditions he offered were in- 
deed a little of the rougheft: But that did 
not prevent the Satisfadion of having brought 
him to Terms. It gave Reafon to believe he 
contended for no other Reafon, but the Point 
of Honour j las he knew that, let him make 
his Bargain as late as he would, it could not 
but be much to his own Advantage. He 
demanded amongft other Things, that the 
Republick (hould make a general and open 
Satisfaftiofi for the Injuries that had been 
done, as well to hisPerfon as Dignity; that 
it (hould acknowledge by an authentick 
A<5t, the Violation of the Laws in Refpe<3: to 
him ; that it fliould engage, never to pro- 1 

ceed to the Coronation of any future King 
without his Confent, or that of the Primates 
his Succeffors; and that theBifhop of Cuja'^ 
via in particular, fhould make a perfqnal 
Satisfadion. 

When the Eledor was informed of this ^^^^^^ 
Difpofition of the Primate, he wrote him a "^^^"^^ ^^ 
Letter full of Expreffions of Affedion, and 
profeffinga particular Efteem for his Perfon 
and Dignity; which the Primate anfwered 
with another, in which he gave that Prince 
M 4 the 
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1697. the Title of Majefty, he declared in it his 
^f''^^'^^^^ ardent Defire of Peace, and great Paffion for 
the Power of affuring him of his Obedience 
and Rcfpedt ; but added, that having the 
Honour of being Primate of a Nation, not 
accuftomed to admit any Sovereign, biit fuch 
as (hould be elected by their free and unani- 
mous Confent, he fhould apply his whole 
Power and Endeavours in fuch a Manner, 
that the prefent Occafions of Strife might b? 
removed with Honour in the Rokozs. 
AfTembiy The Aflfembly of Goufedcracy, or Rokozs, 
^i^ rhe jQ which the Primate referred, had been 
f^o.ozs. fujj^jj^Qj^gd by that Prelate with the Ele<3:ors 
Confent, who fent thither for his Deputies, 
the Grand Marflial of the Crown, and the 
great Treafurer oi Lithuania. That Ailembly 
was held at Lowitz, the i8th of Feb. at 
which the Envoy of Brandenburgh was pre- 
fent. It was expeiSed, that the Primate's 
fole Application would have been to have 
induced the Affembly to Submiffion, as he 
had promifed infome Meafure, but he went 
no further than propofing in general, that 
proper Methods fhould be found, for the 
Re-eftabli{hment of the Laws, and the pub- 
lick Safety and Tranquillity. The ElecSor's 
Deputies were then called in, who prefent- 
ed their Powers, and at the fame Time a 
Jitter from their Mafter. But the Quality 
. pf Cpmmiffioners given them, and fome Ex- 

preffions 
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tpreflionSj that did not feem confiftent, in- i%7 
raged the Members of the Aflembly to fuch ^-'"'V^J 
[a Degree, that the Deputies were obliged to 
M"etire as faft as poffible> to prevent their be- 
ing infulted< Nor were a new Letter and 
other Powers, which they fent for, much 
[inore fuccefsful. Several Members of the 
HHokozi exclaimed againft the Title of King, 
which the Eleflor aflumed. The Letter 
was however received 5 bur with much Dif- 
ficulty. Twenty one Articles were prepared 
in Confequencc, without which, thcAflem- 
bly declared themfelves incapable of re- 
ceiving the Elector for rightful King. The 
Articles were : 

Art, L That the Eleftor Ihall give pofi- ^^^i^'" 
tivc AiTurances from the Court of Rome^ ^^^o^^^. 
his having embraced the Roman Catholick Icdor. 
Religion. 

Art. II, That the Eleftrefs fhall embrace 
the fame Religion. 

Art, IIL That the Roman Catholick Re- 
ligion ftiall beeftabliihedin5£?Jfowj. 

Art. IV. That the four Provinces, dif^ 
memberedfrom the Crown^ fliail be re-unit- 
ed to it, 

Art. V- That Accounts {hall be given of 
the Application of the Publick Money, 

Art, VL That the PaBa Conventa fliall 
be prepared by the Rokozs^ and prefented by 
rhe Marftial of that Aflembly* 

Art. VIL 
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1697. Art. VII. That the vacant Offices wl;iich 
^y^V^^ had been filled up, Ihall be confirmed with 
new Proyifions. 

Art. VIIL That all foreign Troops fhall 
be difmifled. 

Art. IX. That in Confideration of the 
Damages done by the Emperor's Troop?, 
his Imperial ' Majefly fhall grant Winter 
Quarters to Polijh Troops upon his Do- 
mains. 

Art. X. That publickElmployments (hall 
not be given to Strangers. . 

Art. XL That the Ad: of Naturalization, 
accorded to the Houfe oi Saxony ^{hzW not 
extend beyond the Eleftoral Brj^nch of that 
Family. 

Art. XII. That the King fhall not ufe 
the Title of Eleaor. 

Art. XIII. That the Damages done by the 
Army, fhall be made good at the Expence 
of the grand General. 

Aft. Xiy. That all Officers of the Army, 
and Guards, fhall be Roman Catbolicks. 

Aft. XV. ' That all the Strangers in no 
Service fhall be difmifled. 

Art. XVL That the City of Dantzick 
fhall be made amends for the Lofles, it fuf- 
tained by the War, declared againfl it. 

Art. XVIL That publick Sentence (hall 
pafs on the Bifhop of Cujavia^ to difqua- 
iify him from crownipg any King. 

Art. X VIIL 
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Art. XVIII. That Enquiry (hall be made 1697. 
into the Caufc of the Treafury's being bro- '-'^'Y^^ 
ken open. 

Art. XIX. That Ecclefiafticks fliall not 
be difturbcd in the Poffeffion of their E- 
ftatcs. 

Art. XX. That General Brand fliall an- 
fwer at Law for the Damages done by his 
Troops, and due Reparation be had. 

Art. XXL That all Decrees pafled during 
the Divifion of the Republick, fliall be can*- 
celled and annulled. 

They might in Reality as well have told Cannot be 
the Eledqr plainly, they would not receive ^^'"^P'^f" 
him as King. It was not in his Power to^ 
grant feveral of thefe Articles, and for others 
of them, thejr fo fenfibly wounded his Hon- 
our and Authority, that to have granted 
them, he muft not only have renounced the 
Dignity of King, but alfo that of Eledlor 
and Prince. However as this Aflembly, 
fliould its Event prove fortunate, might con- 
firm the Elector upon the Throne, the De- 
puties of that Prince, and the Envoy of 
Brandenburgh^ d id not defpond. They om it- 
ed Nothing to moderate the Severity of the 
Articles. All they could obtain, was to re^ 
duce their Number ^ but as the moft diffi- 
cult of the Conditions were ftill included, 
the Deputies did not think fit to receive 
tJbem* Th?ir Refuftl put an End to the 

Patience 
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' 697- Patience of the moft Zealous in the Oppofi* 
^^^^^^Q^ tion. Their Rage grew furious, and fome 
of fome of of them fired Mufquet Shot into the Envoy 
the Mem- ^f Btandeniurgb's Windows. The Primate 
R^ozs, endeavoured in vain to put a Stop to thefe 
Violences. His Moderation had little or no 
EfFedl upon People fo paffionate againft the 
EleAor, and who agreed but indiflferently a- 
mongft themfelves. 
The more The Tumult Continued till the 26th, when 
Tck" the Affembly diflblved. The more reafon^ 
ledge the able Were aftiamed to fee Things carried to 
^^^'' fuch Excefs. The greateft Part of the De- 
puties of Little PolanJj thofe of Siradia^ 
Lencicia and Rava, three Palatinates of 
Great Polandy the Bifhop of Kiow and three 
other Lords retired to Boni, .with Refolu- 
tion to acknowledge the Elecftor. That 
Prince's Commiffaries immediately repaired 
thither. The Agreement was concluded, 
and TV Deum ^fung with the Service of 
Thankfgiving. 
The Ro-^ The Primate, the Marfhal of the Rokozs, 
^iLol^^^^^ the reft of the Affembly continued at 
Ltnvitz, determined to abate Nothing of the 
Conditions they had propofed. On the con- 
trary, they added two Claufes to the Article 
concerning the Bifhop of Cujavia, They 
infifted upon his being depofed, and difqua- 
lified for ever, from holding any Employ- 
ment, or having any Concern in the Affairs 

of 
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of the State. As to the Lofs the Rokozs fuf- >^97' 
tained of the Deputies of Little Polandy and ^-'^'^*^''^ 
the three Palatinates of the Great, the Bi- 
fhop of KioWy &c. that was in fome Mea- 
fure repaired by fix Standards of the Crown. 
Army, who declared for them, as did feveral 
Lords, who abandoned the Eledor and join- 
ed the Confederacy. 

Such was the Confequence of the Affem- 
bly ofRokozSj from which the Eledtor pro- 
mifed himfelf the Confirmation of his Au- 
thority. Many People had not been mifta- 
ken . in their Conjedures. Tfjey could not 
comprehend the El^or's: Rwfons for per- 
mitting thatx^ffcmbly, and thought it more 
advifeable for him to have forced the Pri- 
mate and his Adherents to fubmit. ButEieftor's 
when it is confidered, that Prelate bad^in ^^^^^.^ 
his Party many of the Senators, and Chiefs ting t™^^ 
of the Rcpublick, and was fupportcd by a^^^^Wy 
gre^t Number of Gentlemen, who if the ^f^^.^^"^ 
Rokozs had not been fuflfercd to affemble, 
could have taken Permiflion from their own 
Strength, it will be readily granted, that the 
Elector did not make an ill Choice. Befides 
that Prince was not ignorant, that gentle 
Methods were the moft effedlual to fecure a 
Throne hitherto, but ill eftabliflied. 

The fame Reafon prevented his giving the Envoy of 
Envoy of Brandenburgb Satisfaftion. That ^^'^^^^^' 
Miniftcr made great Complaints of the ^lo-mli^s L- 

lences tisfa^ion 
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«697' leiices committed in his Houfe, and the Irr-j 
^"^^^ fults done tohis Perfon and Character, F^om^| 
which the Primate excufed himfelf, by, 
throwing the Fault upon the Number ofij 
the Rokozs, The Eleftorpromifed for Formes ^ 
Sake to take Care^ that the Authors of the 
Infult fliould be feverely punidied. The 
Envoy was under the Neceflity of content- 
ing himfelf with fo flight a Satis faftion, 
which was all he could expeft in a Time 
of Confuiion> when neither of the Parties 
fcarce paid any Regard to the Rights of 
Nations, to Law^ or Religion. 
Troubles The Troubles were to the foil as great jq 
in Liii^u- Lithuania, The Army had almoft intireiy 
dfjia, revoked from the great Genera], and fub- 
mittedtothe Orders of 0^/;^/, great Stan- 
dard-bearer i and all the Nobility, who had 
taken Party with that Officer, demanded a 
Coequation with the fame Order in Polandj 
and that the enfuing Diet fhould beheld un^ 
dcr Arms, and on Horfeback, They infift* 
ed further upon four hundred thoufand 
Crowns, which, as they faid, had been pro- 
mifed to General Sapieha^ for the payment 
of the Army. Thislaft Article was not the 
moft difficult to regulate. The Eledtor'a 
Defign was to purchafe Peace at any Price. 
The Demand of a Diet toaflfemble in Arms 
and on Horfeback, gave much more Trouble. 
On the one Hand he forefaw fuch a Diet 

could 
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could not be held without great Effufion of if>97 
f Blood; on the other, he apprehended an Af-^-^^^*^ 
fembly of the Nobility, armed and in open 
Fieldj might propofe a new Eledion. He 
therefore abfolutely refufed to comply 
with fuch a Demand ; tho' at the Hazard 
of feeing the Coequation of the Nobility 
of Lithuania with thofe of Poland take 
EfFeft. 

This Coequation W2i% as much defired hj^^p^^^^j 
the Nobility of the Kingdom, as by thofe P^^^^-i^^^es a 
of Lithuania, Happily for the Ekaor, it^^^^^^^- 
was contrary to the Rights of Prince Sa- 
fieha and his Family, who were in Poflef- 
iion of moft of the great Offices of the Duchy, 
and they all joined in oppofing the Coequati- 
en. The great General publilhed a Mani- 
fefto, wherein he made appear, that Ogin- 
Jki^s Condu<ft was not only irregular, but con- 
trary as well to Equity as Humanity ; and 
expof^d the Violences and Cruelties, com- 
mitted by that Officer, This Manlfefto 
was more fuccefsful than was expected. It 
made a ftronglmpreffion upon a great Num- 
ber of the Malecontents. Part of the Army 
and Numbers of Gentlemen abandoned 0- 
ginjkiy and went over to the General, with a 
Refolution to oppofe all thofe who fliould 
undertake any Thing againfl the publick 
Tranquillity. With this Reinforcement 
Sapieba advanced to his Enemy, who did 

Dot 
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1697. not avoid him. They came to an £n- 
^"^'^'^"^gagement, in which the great General 
had the Advantage. Oginjki lofing five 
or fix hundred Men, killed and wound- 
ed. ; 
Seditious ^^ Warfaw they carried it Yo far, as to 
Writing, affix upon the Church Door, an impious 
and feditious Writing, in the Latiriy Po- 
lijh^ and French Languages. It was an 
Invitation of all true Chriftians to ailemble 
on the third of Marchy to put all the Ger- 
mans to the Sword, with the Promife of 
Pardon for the Sins of thofe, \yho fliould 
join in fo good a Work. The Eledor was 
not much alarmed at a Menace publifhed in 
that Manner; but however did not omit to 
take his Precautions. He publifhed a con- 
fiderable Reward to thofe, who would dif- 
cover the Author of that Writing, and gave 
Orders, that a good Guard (hould be kept 
the Day affigned for the Execution. But 
~ no Body appeared. Thus the Hopes that had 
been conceived, that the Divifions of Poland 
would foon be made eafy, came to Nothing. 
The Troubles of that great Kingdom on the 
contrary, were feen to improve more and 
more, without the Appearance of their be- 
ing foon at an End. The Queen of Poland^ 
befides, who had hitherto feemed to adt in 
Concert with the King di France^ treated 
fecretly with the Principals of the Rokozs^ in 

behalf 
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behalf of her Son Alexander \ and the Ge- <^7- 
neral of Great Poland^ who was wichdrawn ^^ 
to his Lands, under Pretence of prevent ing 
the bad Defigns of fome ill difpofed People 
to commit Diforders upon therrij gave rcora 
to fufpe€t his real Intention was^ to join the 
Confeiderates. 

All thefe Difficulties, from which It was 
tiot pofiTible to extricate himfelf by gentle 
Means, feemed to reduce the Eleftor to ' 

have recourfe to Armsj the only Rerhedy 
for the Recovery of the publick Tranquillity. 
That Prince wasftill inclined to fee, whether £jcaor 
Time would not produce fome Advantage, s^^^ *** 
and turned his whole Attention upon his ^^^ ^' 
Journey into Pruffia^ projefted a Month be- 
fore. He thought k neceffary to endea- i 
vour the Eftablifliment of his Authority in 
that Province, the moft confiderable of the 
Kingdom. With this View he left IVar^ 
Jaw the 8th of Marcb^ attended with a nu^ 
mcrous Train of the Nobilky, and an Efcorc 
of nine hundred Horfe, The f Eth he vifit-^ 
ed the Fortifications of Marknburgh^ and 
next Day received the Complimems of Con-* 
gratulation, from the Deputies of the City 
of EU^ing, and the 15th from thofe of thd 
Magiftracy of Ddnf^kL 

The 17th the Eleftor went frorttM^r/f/f-^Hb Entry 
hurgh^ to a Country Houfe, a qit^rtcr of 4'"*^ ^^ 
League from Dmtfzkk, where he ^ascom^ ^"''''^'* 
N plimentcd 
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1697- plimented by the Burgomafters, Ferber and 
^^^'^'^'^ Snieden^ and by the Counfellor Nimfgarden^ 
who came to meet him with a Detachment 
of the Horfe Militia. The next Day that 
Prince made his publick Entryj received the 
Keys of that City from the Burgomaftcr 
Ferrer ^ and was conduded to an Houfe pre- 
pared for his Reception^ where the City re- 
galed him magnificently for three Days. 
Having a Curiofity to fee the Abby of 0/f- 
va^ he went thither the 2 1 ft, and could not 
deny himfelf the Satisfaction of vifiting that 
Part of the Coaft, where the French had lain 
at Anchori and where the Prince of Conti 
landed. The 25 th he received the City of 
Dantzkk's Oaths of Fidelity and Homage, 
after having confirmed the Privileges of its 
Inhabitants, and fworn to maintain them 
entirely. 

During this Time the Rohzs^ more averfe 
than ever to Accommodation, took Meafurcs 
to encreafe their Strength- They fent a De- 
putation into France^ to defire Aid^ andfol- 
licite the Prince of Cfi);i//'s return into Poland. 
But thofe Deputies were given to underftand, 
the ill Ufe, that had been made of that Prin- 
ce's Prefence when amongft them, was a 
fufficient Reafon for thinking it improper to 
interfere further in their Affairs. They were 
likewife informed, that a People, who had 
failed fo much in their Profeffions, did not ' 
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deferve any Meafures (hould be taken in their 1697. 
Favour, The Court of France was offend- ^^^^^VXJ 
cd at the litrle Warmth the Poles expreffed, 
when the Prince of Cwfi appeared on their 
Coafts-* But their Coldnefs proceeded from 
far different Caufes : On one Side they ap- 
prehended, that the Poles, who fhewed fo 
much Zeal in negociating^ might fail a fe- 
cond Time of Refolution^ when it fhould 
come to Adlion % on the other it was to be 
feared, that the northern Princes might op- 
pofc the Entcrprize, and the King of Z>ra- 
mark refufe to let a French Squadron pals 
the Sound. Nor indeed, confidering the 
pofture of Affairs, was it confiftent with Po- 
licy, to fupportihe Prince oiCoitth Preten- 
iions- A far more important View employ 'd 
at that Time the Court o{ Frame's Atten- 
tion. The King of Spain w^as dangeroufly 
ill ; in Cafe of whofe Death, France would 
have Occafion for all its Forces to fecure a 
Succeffionj which it was expe6:ed would be 
difputed to the utmoft. 

It was no fmall Advantage to the Eledor, 
to be no longer under Apprehenfions from 
the French, and the Arrival of Pauhica\ 
the Pope's Nuncio, was as much in his Fav- 
our. But Poland and Lithuania were fo di- 
videdj and their Heats ran fo high, that 
there was little Reafon to cxpeft Tranquilli- 
ty would foon be rc-eflablifhed. The Nun- 
N 2 cio'fi 
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1^97* cio's informing the Primate, and the Mem- 
'"^''^^^'^"^^ hers of the Rokozs of his Arrival, had 

EiFeft upon them; nor was his propofing 
Conditions of Accommodation morefuccefs- 
Prlmst^^'j fuh The Primate anfwered, that he was 
dic^ PmVs ready to receive with Submiffion the Orders 
Kando. of the Pope^ in what related to fpiritual Af- 
fairs, and that if his Holinefs believed the 
Meafures taken were fufticient to remove the 
Prejudice againft a Converlion^ which feem- 
ed to be made from the Views of a Crown, 
he was as ready to acquiefce with his Holi- 
nefs in an Article of that Nature; but, con- 
tinued he, as to what relates to the tempo-- 
ral Interefts of the Republick, which a thou- 
fand Reafons oblige me to maintain, I can- 
not abandon them, without injuring my 
Charafter^ without drawing upon me the 
Reproach of rhe whole Nation, andexpofmg 
ray felf tothe Danger of anfwering per fonal- 
ly for fuch Conduft, 

The Nuncio had imparted his Arrival to 
the Primate, before he had informed the 
Eledtor of it. From whence many People 
concluded, that Minifter lefs in the Intereft 
of that Prince, than the Nuncio Davia had 
been, Buttherq was no great Myftery in 
his Behaviour- The Primate was only 
fir ft apprized of the Nuncio's Arrival, as 
he was neareft to Warfaw. He was then 
at Lowiiz, whereas the Eledor was ac 
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Dantzkk, and of Confequence much more J^^i^^J 
remote. 

The loth of ^nV, that Prince fet out 
from Dantzkk^ in Company with the Mdr^ 
grave of Brandenburgh Bareith^ his Father 
in Law, and the Prince his Son, who came 
to join him. On the 14th he returned tOEieaorre-l 
Warfaw^ to be prefent at the Diet of Paci- f^irns 10 
fication, which was furamoned for the 16th. *^'"^'''^''*'' 
Tho' he knew, the petty Diets were moft of 
them entirely broke up^ or adjourned without 
coming to any Refolution, he did not omit 
giving the neceflary Orders for the General 
Affembly ', and when the Day appointed arriv- 
ed was determined the Diet fliould open, 
tho' of two hundred Nuncio's^ which were 
eiTen tiai to forming the Diet, only thirty ap- 
peared , be fides a fmall Number of the Sena* 
tors, who were fufpeaed to come thither, 
more with Intention to break up the Aflem- 
bly , than to take any falutary Refolutions. 

This Opinion was not a Miftake- Asfoon Diet of 
as the Nuncio's were aflembled, all of them Padfi^ati- 
in Conformity to their Inftrudlions, rofeup°p 
and protefted againft the Affembty. The 
Lithuaniam faid, amongft other Things, 
they had Orders to retire, unlefs it was a- 
greed to fummon a Diet to be held in open 
Field. Others demanded, that the Eledor 
fhould nominate fuch Perfons, as in Abtife 
of his Liberality had fold their Suffrages^ 
N 3 and 
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1697- and fct a Price upon the publick Liberty, and 
^'^^^^^^"^ the Crown 5 that they might be obliged tp 
reftore the Sums fp taken, tp be applyed in 
the Payment of the Troops ; that thofe Inr 
fringers of the national Liberty fhould re- 
ceive condign Punifhment j and that the 
Cities, Town?, and Villages, (hovild be made 
amends for the Damage? fqft^ined from the 
Sa^on Trgops. 
Difficui- The further they went, the more difficult 
tks the E- it was for the Eleftor to bring them to rea- 
^^J!^^^ fonable Terms. If that Prince had diftribut- 
wiih. ed Money amongft Perfons, who had giveji 
him their Suffrages in return, which the 
Cuftom of Poland h^d made almoft indif- 
penfable, was it re^fonable he (houldbe ob- 
liged to declare thofe Perfoqs, and expofe 
them to open Shame ? On the pfher Side, 
in the prefent Situation of Affajrs, a piej in 
open Field was hardly more prafticable. It 
had been the fame Thing, as appointing a 
Rendezvous for a general Battle. The Elec- 
tor's Partifans did their utmoft to engage the 
Deputies to reaffemble, but in vain. His 
Council were at a Lofs what to refolye upoq : 
5ome propofed letting the fix Weeks elapfe, 
the Time eftabliihed for the Duration of 
Diets: Others were of Opinion, it was bet- 
ter to refer it to another Time; which Ad- 
vice was followed. It was not thought prp- 
per, however, tp fix the Time fpr its being 
. held 
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held, and conceived more convenient, to 
expefl: tbe Event of the Diet of Confcde-'' 
racy, which would deternaine the Continu- 
ance, or Conclufion of all Troubles. 

On the 9ch oi April the Primate, andPritTiat^'j 
HumiemJki^U^rikizX of thtRokozs, had pub-f^^'"^" 



tions. 



lifhed their Proclamations, for aflembling a 
new Diet of the Confederates at Lowitz, 
Thofe Proclamations imported, that tho' 
the laft Aflembly of the Rokozs had not the 
de fired Succefs, the Pope never thelefsj fen- 
fible of the Evils with which Poland was af- 
flicted, had fcnt his Nuncio extraordinary, 
to endeavour the Re*eftabH(hment of their 
Tranquillity ; and that in deference to his Ho- 
linefs'sgbod Intentions, they had come to the 
Refolutjon of aflembling another Diet for 
the 5th o( May at Lowitzy at which they 
defired thePrefence of all thofe who had any 
Love for their Country j or Zeal for the Ca- 
thoHck Religion. 

The Time appointed for this Diet being *^^^f>% 
arrived, whilft that fummoned by the King^^/^*^ ^"^ 
difperfed infenfibly, the Marfhal of the Ro- 
kozs opened it with a Speech, wherein he 
cxpreffed his Concern to fee the Diet Icfs 
numerous than he could have wiflied, and 
complained of the Want of Zeal for the 
publick Safety, Part of thofe, continued he, 
who have figned the Confederacy, keep 
quietly at Home, without giving any Rea- 
N 4 fon 
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t^97 fon for their Conduft^ and orhers have no 
Thoughts but for their private Interefts^ and 
to make the beft Conditions they can for 
themfelves. For my Part, added he, having 
no Modves but the difcharge of loy Duty, 
and the Repofe of niy Country, I have re- 
jeflcd all Offers, that have been made me, 
and exhort all People to behave in the fame 
Manner. 

/ At this firft fitting fcarce forty Deputies 
appeared, which was a good Omen of the 
Iffue of the Dietj and the Tranquillity, which 
feemed to take Place, gave Reafon to hope 
the moft favourable Confequences- Before 
any Affair was laid upon the Carpet, it was 
refolved to fend two Deputies to the Pope*% 
Kuocio, to make him their Compliments, 
^nd defire to know what he had to propofe 
to the Affenably. Upon which the Diet ad- 
journed to next Day, It was the Nuncio 
Patdu€cj\ whom the Diet fent to compli- 
ment, and who caoie to Lowitz the Day 
before the opening of the AiTembly. On 
the 6th the Diet was hardly more numerous 
fJian the Day before. The Deputies report- 
ed the Succefs of their Commiffaon. They 
ifaid, they could not fufficiently acknowledge 
their Reception from the Pope^s Nuncio, 
who had declared his Holinefs's Inftruilions 
wercj to ufe all poffible Endeavours for re- 
cftabliiliing the Peace of the Kingdom* Up- 
on 
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on which the Primate r? prefenied the dif- 1697* 
trefled Condition, and Miteries of the Re- '^''^'^'^^ 
publick, the Attempts upon the Liberty of 
the Nation, the Infraftion of their Lawf and 
privileges J and the Difordere com tn it ted by 
th^ foreign Troops. Let us not delay, ad- Pnmatc*s 
ded he, let us find out the moft efte^Sual ^^^L^^Ji^^ 
Methods to deliver our Country from thefc 
Calamities, smd to re-eftaWifli the publick 
Peace and Tranquillity. 

He had only one Voice in the Aflem- j^^x^^^ *' 
ily, of which all the Membere were ofconVc^t ta 
Opinion, that Articles fhould be prepared ^^^^^^'^'^ 
for their treating with the Commiffionen, ^,^^ '*^^" 
expected from the Eleflon The P^/^'s 
Nuncio informed that Prince of the Dir 
et's good Difpofition, defiring him to no- 
pa inatc immediately his Commiflioners to 
treat with the Aflembly, and adrifing him 
to lofe no Time, as the leaft Delay might 
be prejudicial to his Affairs, Accordingly 
the next Day, the Eledtor difpacched the 
Biihop o( Kiow, and the Prince of RaJzi- 
vilj Vice Chancellor of Lithuania, Upon 
examining their Powers, they were found in 
good Form and fufficiently ample; the E- 
leflor having authorized them to treat upon 
all Conditions, that Ihould be propofed, 
provided they were neither contrary to 
his Dignity, the Rights of ihe Republick, 
nor the Cuftoms of the Kingdom, Thp 
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^Treaty immediately began. "The Nu 
do took upon him the Office of Media-" 
tor for the Eledror on one Side, and the 
Primate and the Rokozs on the other. 
He aflifted at all the Conferences and 
found the Primate more tradable than he 
expefted. 

This Alteration proceeded from two dif- 
ferent Caufes, The fmall Number of Gentle- 
men, who came to this Aflembly, gave the 
Primate Reafon to fear, he fhould be aban- 
doned by the Confederates, and made him 
conceive it Time to conclude his Accom- 
modation- Befides which it was known, the 
Eleftor had taken Meafures for the March 
of Troops into the Kingdom, to fupport 
himfelf upon the Throne by Force, Such 
a Projeft made it eflential to reflect upon 
the new Misfortunes, which threatened the 
Republick, if they perfifted in the Refolution 
of not acknowledging that Prince. And on 
the other Hand they confidered, how ad- 
vantagious it would be to the Nation, not 
to provoke that Prince, to employ thofe 
Troops in the Heart of the Kingdom, and 
to the lofs of his Subjefts, which might 
be fo much better apply 'd in recovering the 
.Lands, which the Infidels had ufurped upon 
Poland. 

Difpofitions fo fais^ourable could not fail 
opening the Way to an Accommodation. 

After 
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After feveral Debates, which more than >^97- 
once required the Nuncio's Interpofition, ^"'^'^^^"^ ' 
that Mediator had the Satisfaction the i6th 
of May^ to fee all Difficulties removed, and 
the Members of the 2?(?^2;j difpofed to fign 
the Agreement. At the Conclufion of the His Dif- 
Conferences of that Day, the Primate madecourfe to 
a Speech to the Aflembly, in which he en-^^^^^^ 
larged principally in Praife of the Eledlor. 
After which, the Agreement concluded in 
the particular Conferences, was read. And 
then it was demanded, whether they were 
not agreed, that the only Means to reftore the 
publick Tranquillity, was to acknowledge 
the Elc(^or of Saxony for the lawful Sove- 
reign of Poland. To which the whole AA 
fembly unanimoufly anfwered, that they 
were ready to acknowledge that Prince for 
King, upon the Conditions ftipulated with 
the Plenipotentiaries. 

Thefe Conditions were in Subftance, that Condid- 
the Eledor (hould give new Proofs of his^"^J|g"J* 
having embraced the Roman Catholick Reli-icaon 
gion ; that he fhould ufe. his utmoft En- 
deavours to induce the Ele<5trefs to do the 
famej that he fhould difTmifs the Lu- 
theran Miniflers, who were amongfl his 
Troops; chat he fhould pafs an au then tick 
Ad for the Re-eflablifhmenc of the Freedom 
of Eleftions ; that he fhould not draw back 
the Sums, he had diflributed in Poland*^ 

that 
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»^97 that he fhould pay the Arrears due to the 
^^^^^'^^ Army 5 and employ his Troops to retake 
Kaminieck to reunite it and Podolia to the 
Crown s that he (hould afterwards difmifs 
the Saxon Troops s that he ftiould revoke 
hisGrants of certain Demefns, which fhould 
be applyed for the future to the Ufes of his 
Houihold, that he (hould give the Prefer- 
ence to the Confederates, in the Diftribu- 
tion of Affairs and Employments, and in all 
Occafions affeding the Republick. The 
Treaty further exprefled, that the Primate 
(hould confirm that Prince's Eleftion, by 
giving him the Bcnedidion in the great 
Church of Warfaw^ the Courts of Juftice 
to continue fufpended till that Ceremonial, 
which (hould confirm him in the Pofleflion 
of the Crown. 
Protefta- Of all the Members of the AfTembly, on- 
Accom-^ ^ly Kochanowjki^ Deputy of the Palatinate of 
n)pd?Ltion. Scftdomir, oppofed the Agreement, who with- 
drew with a Proteft of Nullity againft the 
Refolutions they had taken. An Incident fo 
little expedted, furprized the Aflfembly, and 
occafioned at firft fome Difturbance. But 
the Primate having reprefcnted, that fuch 
an oppofition was only of EfFe6t in a Diet, 
and not in Conferences and particular AflTem- 
blies, (of which Kind the Rokozs was,) into 
which every Body had a Right to enter, 
or to retire from it as they thought fit, his 

Reafon^ 
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Reafons were approved. It was their unani- 1 697. 
mous Refolution to proceed, and the Trea- ^-^^'Y"^ 
ty was accordingly figned by the Commif- 
fioners of the Eledlor, as his Plenipoten- 
tiaries, by the Nuncio, as Mediator, and 
Guarantee in the Name of the Pope^ and 
by the Primate, the Marflial of the Rokozs, 
and the Deputies of the Palatinates. 

After the figning of this Treaty, the Mar- ^"^°^^f^- 
Ihal of the iS^^^jgj as well in his own, as in^^^^^J,'^ 
the Names of all the Nuncio's compliment^ 
ed the Primare, and returned him Thanks 
for the Zeal he had expreffed, in Defence 
of the Nation, and Support of the Laws of 
the Republick. He then broke his Staff 
of Office; to fignify the entire Diflblution 
of the Rokozs, After which chey went in 
a Body to the great Chtirch, whci-e the 
Te Deum Was fung to cho ringing of 
Bells, and the triple Di&har|^ of all the 
Artillery. The Nuncio, with the King's 
two Commiflioners, took their Places up- 
on a Seat in Front of the archiepifcopal 
Throne. The TV Hewn being over, the 
Primate gave a magnificent Entertain- 
ment in the Caftle, to which the Nuncio, 
the King's Commiffioners, and all Pcrfons 
of Diftindlion were invited. The Healths 
of the Vope^ and King, and the Preferva- 
tion of the publick Liberty were drank 
to the Difcnarge of twelve Pieces of 

Cannon 
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VOUSfUS began now to take t&^t. 

breath. Free from the Inquietudes ' 

which a powerful Competitor bad 

given him, he faw the Primate, 

and the Chiefs of the Confcde- 

racj reduced at laA to unite the rematodrr 
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of their Partyi which dccrcafed daily, to the 
body of the Nation in his Intereft. No- 
thing was now wanting, but che Ceremony 
of Homage they were to pay him, whith 
Was fixed for the 22d o( May, On that day 
they came to Warfaw with a Train of more 
^ than thirty Coaches, tvhich the Senators 

mate or'^^*^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ them. The Primate was 
f rindpai rcccived at the Caftle by the Graijd Marihal, 
*^^^^**^^^^^^ bim to the Hall where Au* 

Auaicnce g^ifttis expcded him. The haughty Prelate 
did not renounce his Authority and the Re- 
gency without extreme rcluftance* Incapable 
of perpetijating the JnUrregnum^ he em- 
ployed his whole^ Addrcfs in protrafting it to 
the utmoft. The King would have had the 
Interview in a Chamber^ where a Throne 
and Canopy of State were prepared for him: 
But the Primate infifted he could have no 
Right to them, till after the Eleftion bad 
been folemnly confirmed. Augufim judg'd 
it improper to hazard by an unfeafonablc De- 
licacy 3 the Advantages of a Treaty fo happr- 
ly concluded. He comply'd, and advanced 
fome Steps to receive the Primate, who 
made him a (hort Compliment in the French 
Language. He faid. That if it was his ill 
Fortune to be the laft in paying his moft 
humble Refpeds, he had at Icaft the Satis- 
faftion of bringing with him the EfFeds fo 
long defircdi the Hearts of the People and 
ihe publick Tranquility, which he laid at 

^ his 
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his Majefty's Fectj to whom he vowed a 
conftani and inviolable Adherence^ The campli- 
King's Anfwer was alfo in French^ in themcms on 
moil gracious Ternis, Humienuki, Marfhal ^**'^^^*^"^ 
of the Rokozs^ carrying the Marks of that 
Dignity during tlic whole Ceremony, fpoke 
in his turn, and was anfwer'd, in the moft 
obliging manner, by the Great Chamberlaiii 
in the King's Nanie. 

The Audience being over, the Primate 
went with the King into his Cabinet, where 
they had a Conference of two Hours. The^ ,^^.^ 
Prelate had occafion for all his Addrefs, tOraifes Dif- 
evade the Inftances which were made to en- ficukJes, 
gage him to fet the Example of taking thefu"|^,s7o* 
Oaths of Fidelity to the King. The Ad- ukc the 
van CCS he had made^ feemed to make it ^^^ ^^^^i^^^^^^^^ 
cbnhrtent to recede ; He found Excofes how- 
ever to evade his Compliance, and infifted 
that the Eleftion fliould be confirmed by a . 
Dier, which was the Subject of a new Con^J 
ference the next Day. 

* It was very improper for Augufim^ alreadji 
crown'd^ to confenc that the Validity of hiJ^ 
Eledlion and Coronation (hould be debated 
in a new Diet, In fo doing, the Diet of Co- 
ronation would no longer ha\^e takeri place, 
without whieh the King would appear to 
agree, that all which had pafled at Cracow^ 
was null and illegal The Primate who 
was refolv*d to raife as many Difficulties as 
f offible, infifted that there vs^as a Neceffity 
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for holding an Aflfembly, to be calJeda Diet 
of Pacification, in order to remove thelmpu- 
tatiuns agviinft the King's Party, It will be 
feen in the courfe of this Hiftory, that the 
Primate did not look upon the Oath of Fi- 
delity as indifpenfible, and there wonld be 
room to wonder at his refufing to take it, 
when required, if his Condudt did not fuffi- 
ciently explain his Reafons for fuch Behavi- 
our. He was well pleafed, the Nation 
Ihoald believe him the laft in fubmitting, 
and che King underftand at the fame time, 
he was confcious to himfelf of having it in 
his power to give him no fmall Trouble, if 
that Prince fliould not obferve fuch Meafurcs 
witb him, as he fhould approve- 

Frooi this Time, AugTiftus began to a^ 
of as King: Many Cares carae upon him at 
once. He had engaged to retake Kaminieck^ 
and tliat Engagement was an Efibntial in his 
Treaty with the Republick, which would 
not have ekded him without it. The 
Ele£tor of Brandenburgh was very carncft 
fo be reimburfed the 300000 Rixdollars, 
which he claimed in virtue of a Treaty^ 
niade in 1657, between the Eleftor his Fa- 
ther and King Cafimire : But what fcemed 
mofl important, was the re-eftablifliment of 
Peace in Litbuania. 

Saphha was fupportcd by tlie Army, of 
wliich he was Great General, and Oginski 
by the Nobility of the Dutchy, not lefs 

offended 
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ofFended than himfclfat tl^ exorbitant Au-^ 
thority, ufurpcd by the SapHhB%^ in appro- 
priating to tncmlelves all the great Offices 
xo their liking. It was eiTential to put an 
end as foon as poflible to Differences, that 
might improve into a Civil Wan The King 
thought fit to difcharge himfelf from the 
trouble of this Reconciliation ^ by referring 
it to the Senate, who aflcmbled by his Or- 
der toward the End of iWir/, 

In it the Deputies from the Army of hu J^biL^'^ 
thuania^ made their Complaints againft Ogiti" 
sh\ and demanded that Provifion fliould be 
made for the Payment of the Army, in or- 
der for its being put into a Condition to 
ferve eflfedively that Campaign. 

In the Month of Jpril, the Emperor had^^E^^^^]^ 
imparted to tjie Republick the Omman 
Port's Defire, of entering into a Treaty 
)f Peace under the Mediation of England 
ind Holland I inviting them to appoint their 
' Inifters to treat on the Part of Poland. 
This Afl&ir had been deferred for the King*a 
Refolution, who by Advice of the Senate 
^nominated the Secretary Genofinski to open 
that Treaty. Rajemtz, one of the Privy 
Council, was fent to the Court of Branden- 
burgb to continue the good Underilanding 
between the two Princes* 

The Dowager of Sobieski, finding no Ion- SowTger 
gcr the fame Satisfaflions in Poland (he had dtUvtt to 
experienced as Queen and Mother of three ^^^^^'^^^ ^* 

^ ^^ ^ . Kane, 
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1698. Pnoces, Candidates for their Father's 
Throne, had thoughts of Retiring. Her 
Native Country, France^ had been the moft 
agreeable Retreat to her, if in her greateft 
Profperity fhe had fhewed the French Ni-^ 
lion more Refpcft ; but offended at Lewis 
XIV*s not granting the digniry of Dnke and 
Peer to her Father^ the MzTqut(s of Atquien, 
as flie had defired, fhc had long exprels'd a 
diflike of ev?ry Thing that bore the Name of 
French} and her laft Condud during the 
Isledioiij gave her little reafon to cxpedt 
the beft Reception from a Court, to which 
(he was born a Subjeft, and where the ill 
Offices {he had done the Prince of Conti^ 
were far from being forgot: She therefore 
thought Rome thfe nioft proper Place for her 
kefidencc, and that it was beft to fpeak of 
iier Abfence, only as a Journey for two 
Years i and left it ftiould give room to treat 
her with Injuftice^ and prejudice her Preten- 
fions upon the Republick, fhc dcfired the 
King and Senate *s Permiffion^ who com- 
plied with the Requeft. 

It was not fo cafy to raife the neccflary 
Supplies, for putting the Artillery info a 
Condition for the Service of tKatCampaignl 
Very good Relblutions were taken ks ufual, 
but their Execution was not equally happy* 
fo that che Crown -Artillery were no better 
provided for than before. 

4 
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A Progrefs the King made into Pruffia^ '^^^^ 
the Beginning of June^ and his Interview interview 
with the Eleftor of Brmidenhurgb^ at Jo^ betw^n 
hanjburgh^ who came thither from Kt^nmgf-^^^^ ^^^f^ 
burgby gave occafioa for various Speculati- tor of 
ons. They made a great hunting match ^^^{^^t^^' 
that Place, and after having pafTed fame, 
Days together, in the Pleafures which i3>e 
Seafon and the Country afforded, returned 
to their Capitals, Several of the Senatcirs, 
and feme of the Grandees, among whom 
were the Bifhop oi Pkiko^ the Princes Z^/^^- 
mirski and CzarUreski^ and the Great Trea- 
furer of Lithuania^ attended the King i^ this 
Journey. There was reafon to hope, this In- 
terview would have prevented the Mifunder- 
ftanding between theKingdom and the Elec- 
tor ofBrandenburgh^ m regard to his Pret^nfion 
before mention'd; But the Event difcovered 
the fame Year, that it was either not called 
in Qu eft ion at all, or the Accommodations 
propofpd were infu|Rcient. 

Augujlus was no fooner returned to /^^r- Attempt^ 
fau\ than he refumed his Defign of recon- *ye^o^: 
jiling the ^ifhop of Cujavia who confccra- f{,op of* 
:ed him, and the Primate who looked up- c:^i^t;;a 
>n that Adion as an unpardonable Ij^j^ry-Primlte, 
jHe invited them both to an Entertainment 
ii; Willmow^ at which the Pope's two Nun- 
cios, and a great Number of the Senators 
were prefent The Primate made this De- 
fign of no effe(ft, offering to lay afide all 
Perfonal Animolity, but infifted at the fame 
P 4 time 
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time, that it fliould be referred to the Re- 
publick to decide, whether the Bifhdp 6f 
Cujavia had a Right to prdciaim or crown 
a King, jiugujim would have hazarded 
more than the Bifhop, in admitting this De^i 
cifiofli fo the Accommodation wa&fufpend^ 
cd^ and the Entertainment wfent on aftertf 
the Polifti Cuftoto of drinking late in thr| 
Night. 

The Quarrel of the Great General Sapie&a 
and Great Standard-bearer Ogimki^ was f^^} 
more dangerous than that of the two Pre^f ^ 
laics. The King, who had it much at 
Heart to terminate their Difference, fent 
Orders for each of them to repair co Warfam \ 
Sapieha obeyed^ and arrived there the i^fb 
of June wi t h a nu tnerous Reti n ue. Ogimki 
did not think proper to go thither in Perfonj^ 
but thought beft to fend his Brother, with full 
Powers, ro conclude the Accommodation. 

The Lit burnt an Nobility fent at the fame 
time their Deputies, to complain of the 
Condudofthe Sapieba\ and to prefcnc fuch 
Articles from them, as they Thought were 
proper to be inferred in the Treaty: To 
which Regard was had, and they ferved in^** 
fome meafurc as the Bafis of the concluded'^^I 
Agreement. 

The principal of thofe Articles related tO'^'> 
rL^f" ^the Caequatim or Equality of the Privileges 
of the I-?V^^^m^/? Nobility with that o(Pa^, 
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had followed either of the Parties: The 1698* 
Difmiffion of the Tartars retained in the^ 
Duichy, under the Standards of the Sapieba'si 
The EAablifhment of feme Companies, to'» 
be cpmpog'd of Litbuanian Gentlemen, and^'* 
to be raifed that Campaign and commanded' 
by die Grand Marflial, with redrefs of the 
principal Grievances and Oppreffions, It 
was hirther concluded^ that the Grand* 
Marihal, the Treafurer^ and General of L/- 
tbuania, Ihould have exaftly and no further^ 
the fame Prerogatives with thofe of Poland^ 
notwithftanding any Cuftom or Privilege to 
the contrary: That the Great General 
fliould deliver no Appointments, for the 
Payment of Troops to the Commil^ries, 
but in pTtttnct of the Treafurer: That fuch 
CommiflarieSj in conformity to the King's 
clfcukr Letters, ihould be eleded in the 
Palatinatesj and confirmed by the General 
Diet: That the Army Ihould confift of 
nine thoafand Men only 5 and that all In- 
juries received and Damages fuftained, fliould 
be forgotten reciprocally by each Party, 
Some Articles, which could not be agreed 
upon, wwe referred to the approaching 
Diet. 

The King figned the Treaty on the z%d^^^^^'l^^ 
of Jufy, with the Deputies of die two*^Jf *- 
Parties^ and w^ell knowing the Importance 
of engaging the Great General of hithuanm 
in his Inccreft^ took his Meafurcs fo well 

as 
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^as tocfejft ilr Sapifha came to aa Agree- 
ment, from which k^ could never after re- 
cede. When he concluded that Accommo- 
dation, he was npt apprized of what paffed 
the fame Day in Litbimnip. The Prince, 
his Son, to whom he h^d left the Com- 
mand of the Army in his Abfence, refoIye4 
to fignalize himfelf by fome Aftion of Va- 
lour, On the 22d he marched at theHea4 
of twelve Troops of Horfe, twelve of Dra- 
goons, and feven Battalions of Foot, carry- 
ing with him feven Field-pieces of Cannon 
loaded with Cartridge-Shot. The next 
Morning he approached near yurgenburgb 
in Samogitia^ in fight of the great Standard- 
bearer, Oginski*s Camp, who immediately 
drew up it) Battle, and prepared to give 
'pgirnkt him a warm Reception. His Troops could 
defeated. ^^^ ^^j^j ^^f^^^ ^|jg pj^,^ ^f SapiehaB Ar- 
tillery, and fled jn fuch Diforder, that many 
of theni were drowned i|i the Niemeru 
Ogimki himfelf got off with great Difficuhy 
to Sheidlake in Ducal Trujjia^ fitqate below 
the joining of the Rivers Niemen and Mem^ 
met. A fmall Number of his Troops fol- 
lowed him thither, whom he rallied, but 
loft four Pieces of Cannon, his Baggage, and 
all the Money he had for the Payment of 
his Troops. 

The News of this Combat made bo AIt 
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an immediate n(c of it in appeafiog the 1698, 
Troubles, publifhed a Mandate, which was """^^^^^ 
in Subftancc, That fince his coming to the 
Crown, he had endeavoured by himfeif and 
Mediators to re-eftabli£h the Peace and 
good Underftanding of the States of Lifhu* 
knia^ that as it was ncceflary all Hoftilitici 
fliould ceafc^ it was his Will to makeknowii. 
to all in general, and every one in particu- 
lar, that as foon as the Army of Litbuama 
fliould march to begin the Campaign, alt 
Perfons (hould lay down their Arms, and 
retire to their refpedive Homes: That if 
after that time any onp fhould prefuo^e to 
excite or loment new Troubles, he (hould 
be excluded entirely from all Privileges of 
Nobility, and robjcd tofuch farther Punifli- 
mcnr, as the national Laws inflid: upon Di- 
fturbers of the publick Tranquillity, In 
Execution of the Treaty, and Conformity 
to this Mandate, Sapieba fent Orders for 
the Army to march towards Leopold. 
• At(gujiut had ft ill in view the taking of He pre- 
Kammieckj and not without gQod Reafonjfi^^^ca^ 
as well to keep a Body of Saxon Troops a- paign. 
bout him, as to employ the warlike Temper 
of the Polijh Nation, and facilitate by feme 
happy Event the Succefs of the approach- 
ing Negotiations. The Saxons, intended to 
fccond the Arms of the Republick, were 
cantoned in feveral Parts oi Poland, and par- 
ticularly in ibp Country about Cracow, The 

Duke 
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i<98. 0uke of Wiftemberg^ who was to command 

^^'^^^'^^ chcmi was arrived fomc time befoc^ and 

had been feveral times in conference with 

the King, upon the Operauons of the Cam* 

paign. The Magazines were ftorcd with 

all things neceffary for the Army's Subfif- 

tence* Thac' of the Crown were aflembled 

near the little Town of Monafterix in P^ku^ 

m^^tk V fj^ upon the Borders of PodoUa^^ The 

^. ' Saxon Troops were to rendczvoua about 

*3iM. hiopdi^ where they were to expeft the 

King*s Arrival, To which Purpofc that 

He comes Prince left Warfaw^ and arrived at Jtaua 

ioK*t4. itie loth of Auguftj where he found the 

€zar^ who was come ihidier from Leopoid 

to confer with hira, 

• Peter AlexQwitz^ Czar of Rujia^ after a 
fliort Stay at Vienna^ and having vifited fc^ 
"jlts Intcf- vcral Placci upon the Danube^ had returned 
li^rdli^^^ the Capital of Aujiria to take his Leave 
' of the Emperor, who had fpared neither 
Pains nor Magnificence co make his Recep- 
tion the more Iplendid. It was believed he 
intended for Venice^ and his Equipages had 
taken; that Rout^ when on a fudden he 
turned about for Cracow to return to his 
Dominionf, where the feditious Conduft of 
fome of his SubjcSs, emboldened by jiis Ab- 
fence, nwde his Prcfence necciTary. From 
thence he went to Leopold^ where he exped:- 
cd to find the King of Poland \ but not 
meeting hitn there^. he went on to Rarja^ 

where 
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where the two Monarch^ paflcd three Days ^^j 
in concerting the Scheme of their Alliance 
It was there they concrafted that Fricndlhip 
which united them in its Confequcnce, and 
from which Auguftm reaped moft Ad van* 
tage: They parted the 13 th of Augufli 
tM Ci&ar for his Dominions^ and the King 
for Leopddy where he arrived the 15th* 

On che i6th he made his PubUck Entry He arrfvtg 
on Horfcback, preceded by the Companies ^^ f"^^^'' 
of Merchants and Armenians of the Cityihispubiick 
who marched in the Rear of Count yo&Io-^^^^^h 
ff&wski^ Great General of the Crown's Com- i^ 

pany of Guards. The BiChops of Cujavia ^t 

and Javariny and the two Princes Soiieiii 
went next; after whom came Auguftm^ fol- 
lowed hy the Great and Under Generals of 
Poland and a Number of other Lords, Hia 
Life-Guard clofed the March, At the Gate 
of the City he received the Compliments of 
the Magiftrates, who conduced him under 
a Canopy of State to a Triumphal Arch, 
prepared for his Reception 1 and from thence 
to the Cathedral, where Te Deum was fung, 
and the Mafs celebrated. At his coming 
out of Church he made a Vilit to the Queen 
Dowager^ who was come to Leopold to wak 
on him, and to recommend her Family 
and Intercfts to his Favour, 

On the iSth he held a great Council, atCoimca 
which the Senators, Palip Generals, and®***^^^ 
principal OSoers of the SaxQU Troops were 

prefent* 
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prefenL In it the Operations of the Cam- 
paign were confidered. Opinions never were 
more different. Some were for befieging 
Kuminieck^ and judged if that Place were 
attacked in (ortn^ it might be carried before 
Winter, and by that Conqueft the Enemy 
be removed from the Frontier. The Glory 
and Advantage of the Prqjefl: was more in 
their view than the Obftacles to the Ex- 
ecution of it* 

The Sentiments of others were quire dif- 
ferent They obferved the Seafon was too 
far advanced; the Troops already fatigued 
by long Marches; the Magazines exhaufted 
in the Delay ; and the Army in danger of 
wanting Provifions in a Country, where 
they could not be had, but at a great Di- 
ftancc, Infiead of undertaking the Siege, 
the Succefs of vi^hich was uncertain, they 
thought it better to fall upon Moldavia, to 
fei^e the moft important Pofts there, to cut 
off the Communication of the Turks with 
Kaminiicky to prevent the palling of Con- 
voys, and to quarter the German Troops in 
that Province during the Winter, They ad- 
mitted it rcafonable to cxpedt, the Turk$ 
and Tartars would ravage it therafelvcs, to 
prevent the Poles and Germans from any 
Means of iubfifting in it j but they believed 
it pradicablc to fruftrate that Deiign by ex- 
treme Diligence. 
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To thefe Difficulties others added, that i*??^ 
the TWrjb, having had time to take their ^^J^^JTIbc 
Precautions^ had thrown a fufficient Num- Peace wiiii 
bcr of Men and Provifions into Kamimeck^^^^'*^^* 
to fuppQft a long Siege. They obfervcd 
that many of the Troops were not arrived^ 
and that it could not be cxpeded they fliould 
join the main Body fo foon as might be 
dcfitedj thro* the Badnefs of the Way oc* 
cafioned by the Fall of Rains, However, 
continued they, Accounts from Vienna agree, 
that the Conclufion of a Peace is very much 
folicitcdi and what Regard may be had ta 
our Interefts in that Treaty is uncertain, 
notwithftanding the League between the 
Emperor^ the Venetians^ and us; efpecially 
if we perfift to continue a War, whofe bet- 
ing at an End is as neceflary to our felves as 
our Allies, They concluded, that in the 
prefcnt Conjunfture the bcfl Method was to 
join in a Treaty of Peace, which, as it 
was equally the Defirc of all Parties, could 
not be very rerfiote. 

Every one perfifted obftinately in their 
own Opinion i and the Council broke up 
without coming to any Refolution, They 
met again the following Days; but it was 
not thought proper to admit fo great a 
Number of Perfons, Their Voices were 
however no more unanimous, and the Ma- 
jority fecmed to incline to Peace* 
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Thofc, who were for carrying on the 
War vigorouflyi did not want Reafons to 
fupport their Opinion, They rcprefcDtcd 
that Poland, to whom the Empire owed its 
Safety, and the Venetians their Conquefts, 
had not yet gained one Foot of Land: That 
It was in vain to exped the l'urk$ would 
give them that by a Treaty, which they 
could hot take from them Sword in hand: 
That whatever Inclinationfi the Emperor 
^fnighc have for Peace, it was not im|*offible 
ifo change his ScntimentB, by rcprcienting 
'the Advantages he might acquire from a 
powerful Diverfion of Poland^ whilft he 
flfted vigoroufly otx his own Side: That 
fupported by fuch Hopes, that Mcmarch 
'Would be cautious of violating a fundamen- 
mi Article of the Alliance by a feparatc 
Treaty, and that after all it would not be 
the firft time, Poland had been known to 
fupport the whole Weight of the Ottoman 
Arms atone, and that with confiderabie Ad- 
vantage, They added, it was the King*s In- 
tereft to do fome great A£tion, as glorious 
forhimfelf as beneficial to the Rcpubiickj 
to which he was befides engaged not to lay 
down his Arms before the Redudlion of 
Kamimecki and that he could not be wattl- 
ing to his Promifc without forfeiting the 
Efteem and Confidence of the Nation. They 
<^ncluded with obfcrving, that the King's 
Authority could not be better eflablifhed 
'.iv.sA: than 
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aan by a War; for whilft he was at the ^^98- 
lead of his Troops, he was in condicion to ^"^^'""T^ 
add to bis Dependants by his Favours, and 
to keep thofe in awe who were proof againft 
them. 

To Reafons fo plaufible were oppofedRcaroa* 
)thers that appeared to have no lefs Weight* *s*'"^ '^' 
This would do, faid the contrary Party, if 
the Succcfs before Kaminieck was not un- 

> certain. But who can be afTured of the tak- 
ing a Place, abundantly provided for its 
~)efence by the Turks ^ long apprized of the 

Bntended Siege? And with what Troops? 
Thofe of Saxony are much diminifhcd by 
"^atigues and Difeafcs^ and are not fuffici- 
Snt alone to undertake fuch a Conqueft: 
And for the Poles there is no reckoning up- 
on them. The natural Averlion of the two 
Nations for each other forbids it ; and there 
is no prevailing upon them to aft in Con- 
cert. They went on to enlarge upon the 
malignant Pleafure the Mifcarriage of this 
ninterprize would give the fecret Enemies 
■}i Augujim: That if he fhould fufFer the 
)irgrace of raifing the iirft Siege, he would 
be utterly difcredited with the Poles: That 

'Jjis Coffers were almoft empty, and his 

rTreafury exhauftcd, thro' the infatiable A- 
varice of an Infinity of People, to whom 
he had given his Money with Profufion : 
That his Obligations to the Emperor, who 

jiad not a little contributed to placing him 
Q^ upon 
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upon tlx? Throne, well def^rvecj, the King . 
^\^v%^ ^ould ^lave the Complaifanc? to conlent 
^ Pcac^ io ardently d?fired by bis Imperia 
Maje/ly : That it was % grois Miftake to be 
lieve he would not conclude it feparatelyj 
i^ the Kingrefufed tocom:ur in ncgotiatingJ 
apd figoing the Treaty: That his Inrcref 
in concluding it was too great, and theMo-^ 
tiyes ill juftiftcaclon of his Cortdudl tocx. 
piaufible, not to excufe the Negle£t of 
too fcriipulous Propriety: That in fuch cafe 
Poland was in no condition to refift the 
whole Force of the Turks^ which would 
then undoubtedly be turned againft them, 
ajid could oiuch lefs flatter theoafelves with 
being able in their Circu alliances to make 
Conquefts upon th^m: Tljat if thefc wer& 
tipaes of more Union, more {Lichcs, and 
better Troops in Poland^ Delays would be 
qtcerly inconfiftent: And as for the fuppofed 
Advantages the King might make of the* 
War in eftabliihing hiijifelf upon the Throne, 
th^t was apfwered in the wide difference 
between other Stares and Poland^ where the 
I^ing, far from being always Mailer of his 
Troop S| was often obliged to abandon him- 
fplf to their Difcretion, and to facrifice his 
Counfels and Interefts to the Caprice of the 
Army: That the King> by making Peace* 
would be difengaged irora his Promife xsx 
rptai^e Kamimeck^ and would fpaie himfclf 
ttie Expence qf a Million, wJiidi that En* 

terpnze 
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moft certain 
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muft coft him : That in fine the 

Means for ihe King to be 

efteemcd, beloved, and even feared by the 

P^les^ was ro re-eftabli(h his Finances^ which 

were impoliibk, fhould the War be pro^ 

►^longed upon the Foot it was abfolutcly ne- 

^ceflary to fupport it, 

Auguftm obferving the Earneftnefs with 

'which his Refotutions were expcdcd, ufcd 

two Precantiom at the fame timr: One was 

to appoint Ambafl^dors for the Treaty of 

rPeacCj and the other to prepare his Army, 

id to be in readinefs againft all Even ta. 

The King refolving to continue idle no Review 
longer, reviewed the Troops the 6ch of ^^p-^^^^^'Y^ j 
timber^ which encamped the Day following ^ he SiiA<?i>i^ I 
at Glimani^ a fmall Town in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Leopold, Advice came about 
this time that a Detachment of Tartars had 
entered Volbinm^ ravaged the Country as far 
as Brody^ and defeated a Part of the Crown 
Army commanded by the Palatine 5;^^- 
[ehi. He thought it no longer proper to de* 
fer putting himfelf at the Head of his 
TroopSj and went the nth with the Duke 
of JVirtemberg to the Gamp at Giimam\ 
where his Baggage and Artillery with thdfe 
of the Crown arrived the Night before. 

The Generals Braun and Zacherawski 
marched with a Detachmenr of PoiiJhHoTfe 
and Foot to the Fort La Triniti^ to obKgc 
the Tarfitrs m draw together, and call in 

Qj& th« 
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^^98^ the Party fpokcn of before 5 and at the fame 
time to difcover whether their Army was 
really fo flrong as fome Prifoners reported. 
Every thing feemed to denote the Siege of 
Kaminieci^, and the Tartars kept upon their 
guard. 

MiTch of The Crown Army, which had been fome- 
A^r^^^ time at Mom/ienz upon the Niejiery had 
Orders to march to Podbaicia^ to jom tlie 
Saxon Troops who were advancing thither, 
T!)i^ /Tartars^ who had Advice of their 
March and Strength, refolved to attack them 
before they joined the King, and followed 
them with their ufual Swiftnefs, to the 
Number of thirty five thoufand under the 
command of two Sultans, They either cut 
in pieces, or made Prifoners all the Strag- 
glers of the Troops. The Poiifi Army ar- 
rived however in the Suburbs of Pi?^/j^/f/^, 
where they drew up in battle, in cafe the 
Enemy, who were but half a League dif- 
tant, (hould come to attack them. 
The Trfr- ♦ Their Precaution was not vain. The 
/^^riitcack^^^ Morning being the 9th, at break of 
Day they had fcarce formed in three Lines 
when the Tartars fuddenly fell on. They 
ioftantly put the advanced Guard to flight, 
and tJirew themfelves upon the front Line, 
who received the firft Shock without break- 
ing. At the fame time they attacked the 
Rear, and put the Wings in diforder, whiclj,j 
they alfo charged^ having Jurrounded thcl 

whole 
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whole Army. They foon opened a Paflagc ^ f ^9^ 
to the Baggage^ which they plundered en- 
tirely, and where the Great General loft his 
whole Equipage. 

This Plunder faved the Poitp Armf» 

P which was then in the utmoft Confufion. 
The Tartars^ who thought of nothing but 
the Booty, gave them time to ra!!y and re- 
new the Charge with Succefs. They re- 
pulfed them at laft, after a Fight of eight 
Hours, in which the ArtilJery^ which was 
perfedly well fupplied, was of the greatcft 
Service. The Plunder however which the 
Tartars had feized could not be recovered, 
nor could they hinder their burning the 
Suburbs and part of the City of Podhaicia, 
The Poks^ who were only eight thoufand 
Men 3 loft about nine hundred Soldiers arid 
Officers upon this occafion, of whom four 
were Starojis. The Number of Prifooers 
and wounded was much greater* Among 
the firft were the Great General Jablomnh^ 
ski's Son and two Starofls. The Booty coft 
the Tartars dear^ of whom a dreadful 
Slaughter enfued, 

The King, whofe firft Accounts of this King 
Battle were confufed, expected xhc Tartar s"^^^"^^ 
would come on to attack him, and drew up 
his Army in Line of Battle 5 when two Pri- 
foner^ were brought In who allured him the 
Tartars were retiring towards KammiecL 
Safe on that fide he went to review the 
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1698 Troops of the Crown, who continued un^ 
*''*'''^^"'^ der the Walls of Padbaicia^ and at his re- 
turn cpHed a great Council of War to con- 
fult proper Meafures for employing the reft 
of die Campaign effedlively. 

The only Methods in his power were 
^ident. The Army of Lithuania was not 
yet arrived, and Provifions began to grow 
ihorL The T'urks and Tartars were in fuch 
Numbers at Kaminieck and the Parts adja- 
cent| that they were ftrong enough at once 
to defend the Place in cafe of attack, and 
to intercept Convoys. The Hofpodar of 
Moldavia had excufed hiinfelf from quar- 
tering Troops, and it was judged neceffary 
to fend back the Crown Army into the 
Kingdom, and to diftribute the Germatn into 
PoIafiJ, Litbuania^ and upon the Frontier 
about Fori la Triniii\ m order to cut off 
the Entrance of Provifions into Kaminieck ^^ 
the Siege of which Place was referred to 
next Year, Tiie Tartars had been reinforced 
by Troops of their own Nation, and by a 
Body of Janizaries, and the Polijh Army 
could not have attacked them but with the 
Arrival ofgieatcft hazard. That oi Liihuaniay which 
tbcLir/j«- arrived foon after, did not make the Enter- 
prize more eafy> and the Adventure tliat 
happened when the King went to review 
them, gave him a juft Senfe of what he 
might exped from the two Armies upon 
occaiion. 

It 
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It were difficult to fay whether the Tar- ^^9^^ 
tars or the Poles were more offended withj^j^j^^- 
the Prefence of the Saxon Troops, The of the 
Tartars far from having the Qernmns i^^^lZm^ 
contempt, looked upon them as the greateft 
Obftacle to their Progrefs : The Pdti on 
their fide little moved with the prefent Uti- 
lity of an auxiliary Army, confidered only 
the danger of their Liberty: An Evidence 
of which Temper they gave the Palatine of f'^^^f'^f 
Marienburgh, whofe only Fault was his be- ^^^^j^7n-' 
ing well affeded to the King's Party, The Suited m 
Star oft Krofmaftowskt accufcd him of having ^^^^^^^'^*'' 
reflected upon the Polijh Nation, and given camp. 
his Advice chat the German Troops fliould 
enter the Kingdom* Their Rage rofe fo 
high that the Staroji and fome other Offi- 
cers by his Example, vrithout regard to thfe 
Dignity of Palatine and Senator, or to his 
beihg the King's Favourite, fell on him Sa- 
bre in hand with that Fury, that they would 
have cut him to pieces if he had not happily 
efcaped acrofs the Tents. This Affair blew 
ep fuch a Flame, that the King believing The King 
himfelf no longer fate in the PsliJhC^m}^/^^^^^^^. . 
made as fail as poflible to his own, and drew Canip and 
up his Army in battle, with defign todoj^^^^^^P 
himfelf Juftice by force, in cafe the Crown fn^^t^^^ 
Generals fliould refufe to punifli the Au- 
thors of the Diforden That Army it felf 
was not cjtempt from the fame Animofity 
with the Liithuamam, They accufed the 
n 0^4 Pak- 
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Palatine of having prevented the Payment 
of their Arrears, and put themfelves alfo in-^ 
to a pofture of defence. 

Tne two Armies continued in this Difpo- 
fition from two in the Afternoon till Mid- 
night, during which time People went fre- 
quently backwards and forwards between 
the Camps : But the Generals of the Pdijb 
Army having given the King to underftand 
they threatened to confederate with the No- 
bility > who were already too much incenfed 
againft the foreign Troops, Auguftus made 
EndoHhty^g of the Intelligence and thought only 

Campaign ^ . j ' i, o r 

of putting an end to the Campaign as foon 
as poflible. He fufpended his Refentment 
and Projeds, and went to Leopoldy having 
firft given his Orders for the Diftribution of 
the Winter Quarters. This Incident ex- 
plained the Importance of having afted up-^^ 
on the Plan propofed in the laft Council of 
War. The Poles did not forget the Con- 
dud of Augufius in withdrawing from theirs 
to his own Army, and in ranging the laft in 
battle, as if his Defign had been to have 
come to Blows, and to have righted Kim- 
felf by the force of Arms; and remember- 
ed alfo the violent and feditious Behaviour 
of their own Officers, and each Party fuffi- 
ciently comprehended of what confequence 
it was to the Pales to remove the Germans^ 
and to the King to retain them for his Se- 
curity, 

Divi- 
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Divifibn thus prevented the Arfeics from 
taking^the Field; as they might Ifaye donb^ 
with good efFedt; and the fame Difcdrd.oc- 
cafional their remaining in a ftiarHefbl In- 
adtiDb. Roland had not feen a loiig| time fb 
fine a Body of Troops ftor in fudi Nurxi- 
bcre, which however were of no S^rViice for 
want of Union. The Army of thfe- Grown 
and thsLtoi Lithuania^ had befides ohiyWty 
field Pieces in their Train ; the gredt AftJL- c.-:.! »h 
Icry, of which they were abfoiftrelj^ in sn' s^m 
wane, not being yet arrived fronii *S'^:x'i)>^. ^ VoTni 
It fcemed as if the three Armies' had ^becd . :Mii<|.TiO 
only drawn together to feparate immfe^ate- 
ly into the Q^rters afligned them. Ple^- 
/»w^'^ Regiment with all the German Hotfc 
marched into Lithuania. The Regimeijis of 
Den&af^ Berenfieiny and Jordan^ took the, 
Rout of J^/z^yZ^w, where they were to winter. 

The King did not defer going thither in New 
Pcrfon to put fome end to the Troubles of J"^®"^**^ 
Utbujanin. The Differences between thew/i/ *** 
Supidms and the Nobility were far from , 
being reconciled. ■^^^^liVtz.ty mediated by 
the King and Senate rli^oiot re-efbbliftied 
Peace;: Upon the firft 1^^ of the Accbm-r 
modation the Nuncio's difa^^ved the Con- ^ 
ditions, the' moft of the Articles <vere tkkfen 
from th^ Demands made by fh.e'ir phhmlis 
in their Nam^es. They afferhbled at Wilna^ 
elected a Marfhal, and prortfted agajrlft the 
Treaty of Warjaw. To give their rcjealrig ' 

it 
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*^98' it an appearance of Propriety, ic was n&cef- 
fary to declare their Deputies had exc^ed^ 
cd their Inftruftions, and had no Authority 
to conclude an Agreement upon Conditions 
ib inconfiftent with their Senfe : Which 
they did accordingly, and refolved to furrt- 
mon the whole Nobility to Grodno, the 15th 
of OBober^ and to raife part of the Money 
due to the Army of Lithuania^ in order to 
fetisfy the Troops, and engage them in their 
Intereft* Hoftilities began again in ieverll 
places^ and the Houfe of RadztviPs Lands 
had no more favour than thofe of other 
Perfons. 

jlcAor of The King was ftill at Leopold^ when news 
IZlhT ^^^ ^^ the Eleaor of Brandenburgh's ht- 
pmer- ving feizcd the City of Elbing, We have 
¥•^^1"^"?°^ already faid, that Prince had a Claim upon 
Polandy that the Debt had been contra^ed 
in the Reign of Cafimirey who had engaged 
the City ol Elbingj as a Mortgage to fecure 
the Payment, The AflFair was now of fof ty 
Years ftanding, and the Elector would be 
delayed no longer. The lyih of OBobet 
he wrote to the King and Republick of Po- 
land^ and demanded that the City of Eibmg 
fliould be furrender'd to him in Caution^ till 
the Reimburfement of what was due to him\ 
according to the Treaty of ^^/^w in 1657. 
Whether Augujius regarded this Claim only 
as a matter of Form from a Creditor, who 
thought fit to put him in mind of his Right, 

or 
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or was perfwaded the Eloflor only thnea- 
tenedj without intending to infringe the^ 
ancient Alliance between pQland and Bran^ , 
dinburgb^ which had been renewed the 8th 
of June the fame Year, he made no hafte 
to Anfwen The Ekdor however, at thenis Uan'n 
fame time he wrote this Letter, publifhcd af^e^^* 
Manifeflo in which he fct forth, that his 
Debt was founded upon a Treaty, confirmed 
with all others by the new Alliance made 
with the Kbg and Republick: That the 
ancient Treaty flipulatcd among other Ar*- 
ticks, that the City of Eihing fhould bo 
put into the Eledtor s Hands^ as a Security 
for the Contrad; made m confideration of 
the Services of the Arms of Brandenburgb^ 
which had -contributed in preventing tlic 
Ruin of Poland^ and in re-eftabiifliing its 
ancient Liberties: That however after a de- 
lay of forty Years, and many fruitlefs Re- 
monftranccs, that Article had not been cxe- ' 
cured; the Elector therefore, having no lon- 
ger any Hopes of the City's being voluntari- 
ly fur rendered to him, was at length re- 
folvcd to take pofleffion of it by fuck 
Means as were in his Power, and that with- 
out Hoftilities if poffible. He pretended 
in fo doing only to aft confiftently with 
what he might have done long before, ac- 
cording to his Right acquired in virtue of 
a Perpetual Alliance folcmnly fworti, and 
fecmed ^o cvpedt his Conduft would aot be 

difapproved 
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169S, difapproved by his PoUp Majefty, as it re- 
^^movcdajuft Reproach from the King and 
Rppublick for infringing a Perpetual Alli- 
ance, He protefted his Intention was to 
obferve religioufly the Treaties his Predc- 
ceflbrs and himfelf had made with the Re- 
publick, and promifed to preferve the 
Rights and Privileges of the City oi Elbing^ 
and only to take poiTejGrion of that Place in 
right of Caution, which he engaged to rc- 
fign without delay as foon as the Debt 
fhould be difcharged. 
He orders The Elcdor's Letter at the fame time to 
tWFJacc the primate, was much to the fame effeft: 
^eftci" He notified his Pretenfions to the Magiftra- 
cy oiElbing^ who defired a Delay, Their 
Secretary, who was difpatch'd to Berlin to 
ebtain a Compliance with that Requeft, 
could not prevent the City's being invefted. 
In vain did the Burghers^ by their Letter of 
OSiober 24thj repreient to the Eledor, that 
the Article of the Treaties, by which King 
Cafimire mortgaged their Town, was made 
tvithout their Participation^ and without their 
giving the leaft room for it; and that the 
fame King and the Republick had releafed 
them from it, by obliging themfelyes to the 
payment of the Sums promifed the Eleftor. 
That they underftood with Grief the Satif- 
faftion had not been made, but hoped io" 
confideration of the Rcfpedt, they had al- 
ways tcftify'd for him^ he would indulge 

them 
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them in time to apply to the King of Po- 
landy znd to implore an immediate Difchargc ^ 
of the Debt, and that^ let what would be 
the Event, they would endeavour to find 
Means of fatisfying his Eledoral High- 
nefs. 

The Eleftor continued firm in his De- 
mand of the Execution of the Treaty^ in- 
lifling upon the Payment, or the Mortgage; 
and as the Inhabitants had exprefled an In- 
tention to defend themfelves^ he infinuated 
his dcfire to take polTeflion withouE HortiH- 
ties ; That it depended upon themfelvcs to 
prevent the Ruin of their City, and gave 
them hopes of the utmoft Favour, in cafe 
they confented to open him their Gates. He 
added he had given Orders to fufpend Hofti- 

Ilities till the return of their Secretary, and 
till they fhould make known their Inten- 
tion; but upon condition their Anfwer 
fhould be immediate and decifive; and that 
if they deferred it in the leaA, their Silence 
Ihould be underftood as an Intention to 
tfruftrate his Rights, He was far from re- 
jefting their Offer to pay the Debt them- 
felvcs j but did not believe them in a Condi- 
- tion alone to advance the Moneys that he 
I looked upon that Propofal, only as a Means 
I to gain Time, and that if they had fuch a 
Defign^ it might as welt be executed after 
the Entrance of his Garrifon. At the fame 
time he gave them to underftand, they ha- 
u mijf^j^ n vjz ^;' warded 
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zarded every thing, if their Refiftance re- 
duced him to proceed to the kft Extre-' 
mines. 

Left thefe Threats fhould not make fuffi- 
cient Imprcffion^ he aanex'd an irrefiftiblc 
kind of Argument* His General Braun 
was commanded to point five Pieces of Can- 
non and eleven Mortars againft the TowHi 
and Batteries were raifed accordingly be- 
fore the Market Port, and fix Cannon more 
planted before the Port of Muhien, The 
General obey'd his Orders, and every thing 
was ready to batter in Breach the 9th of 
November. 

Braun fhewed the City's Deputies his 
Preparations, told them his Orders, and 
perfwaded them to prevent the Lofs of their 
Effe<5ls, zivA the Ruin of their Families. 
Ther« was no occafion for {o much Prepara^ 
tion to terriiy Citizens Uttle aecuftomed 
to Sights of that kind. Their Reprefentati- 
ons, the Idea of an inevitable Bombard* 
ment, the Eleftor's Promife of Ptoteftion 
in cafe of SubmifTion, the little Appearance 
that the King would come to their Relief 
in time, all promoted the Capitulation^ 
which was figned the nth of NovemSer. 
The Maintenance of their Privileges and' 
Rdigioji, Schools and Hbfpitals, the Con- 
fervaiion of their Magiftracy and Com- 
merce, the Suppreffions of the Impofts up- 
on their Merchandife at Peiaw^ with fome 

other 
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ocher Conditions, were the Subllancc of tiiis 
Treaty, 

Auguftus fcemed extremely affedted with^^'^i** 
tJiefirft News of the City of Elbirig'^ Ain-^^\^^ ii 
gen He cxprefled his Refentment m theOccafioftM 
moil lively Termsj and declared it neixfla- 
ry that Reparation ftiould be had ai; any 
rate* He was ftill at Leopold^ intending for 
Isitbuania to redrefs in Perfon the Troubles 
which daily increafed there : But this Ac- 
cident difconcerted all his Meafures. He 
wrote to the Senate the 29th of OSioher^ 
which Letter was dated in the fecond Year 
of his Reign. Its Contents were : The Eu- 
terprize of his Eleftoral Highnefs of Bran- 
denburgh againft the City of Elbingy which 
we could not expeftj and which has been 
done without any previous Demand and Ap- 
plicadonto Ourfclves, and the Republick^ to 
which every Enemy is obliged, furprizes u& 
exceedingly, and juftifies the Vengeance, 
incumbent upon us to take- The reft of 
this Letter infifls upon the Neceffity of re- 
lieving the Place, and appoints the Senate to 
meet at Wurjm) on the 1 2th of Nmetuhir^ 
to coafuk with him the neceflary Meafure& 
to prevent the lofs of it. He arrived at 
W^rjhw on the loth, fo that Elbing capitu- 
lated the Day before the Senate was to af** 
femble. 

The Anger of the King, the Primate, 
and Grandees, of P^ii?M fBent itlelf in Com- 
plaints 
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i<S9^- plaints and Murmurs, The Inaaion c 
^' ""'"'^ Augufius upon this Occafion, correfpondci 
Cfiurc fji- fo ill with his former Threatning, that k wa 
^* beheved to have been concerted with th 

Elcdtor; and Augujims Enemies fuppofo 
it a Confequcnce of the Interview at y<^ 
hansBurgk That Prince, they faid, got b; 
it a Pretence for retaining his Saxons ii 
the Kingdom. That Sufpicion was no 
more juft than the Court's Opinion, thac thi 
Primate had fecretly called in the Elector o 
Brandenburgh*% Forces. Confidering hij 
Scheme of Politicks, he might indeed hope 
fome good Effeft of that Bufinefs to the 
State, as it was neceflary Augujius^ whc 
had engaged to pay the Debts of the Re- 
publick, ffiould either difcharge this, andre- 
ilore Eliing to Poland, which would by 
that Means fatisfy the Elector's Claim, or 
that in failing to do it, he would draw an 
Enemy upon his hands, who by a power- 
ful Diverfion might affifl the PoHjh Male- 
contents to fend him back to Saxony. 

But it is needle fs to look further for the 
Motives of the Invafion of Eibing than to 
the Ele<Sor of Brandenl>urgh\ Politicks, 
l^!f<^So- That Prince was too penetrating, not to ob- 
ferve a Conjunfture fo much in his Favour, 
and that if he fuffered it to efcape, he might 
never retrieve the Opportunity. The Re- 
publick, divided by the Mifunderftanding 
between the King and People, and by the 

Difcord 
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Difcord of the Grandees, whom the dou- ^^_^ 
blc Elcftion had inflamed againft each o- 
thcrr The Nobility of Lithuania^ too much 
taken tip with their own Differences to 
regard any other Affairs: A King, confcioua 
ofnot being fufiiciently fettled in his Throne 
to hazard a War that would entirely ex- 
hauft his Finances, and compleat the Ruin 
of his Hereditary Eftates; The Facility of 
fcizing a Mercantile City^ fuch as Elbingi 
The Alternative of either holding the Place 
at firft in Caution^ and afterwards as an 
Acquifition i or at worfl to be re-imburfed 
a Sum, which his Father and himfelf had 
in vain expefted forty Years together. Thefe 
were fufficient Views to engage the Eleftor 
in the Enterprize; he wanted no other 
Motives f and the Suggeftions in regard to 
the King and Primate, were only Refine- 
ments of the different Parties Relentment to 
each other. 

The Eledor of Brandenburgb had judged 
very juftly, and the Succefs anfwcr'd his 
Expcaation. In vain might Auguftm foli-^'f^^^g"^ 
cit the Senate, or recommend Unity to the the PoUs 
P<?/fx, their Deliberations were no lefs tedi- J?,]f^^^* 
ous. A perpetual Diflruft of each other 
continued the Divifion of the Grandees, 
and all the Refult of their Debates was. 
That the Cities of Ihrn^n and Dantzkk 
fliould be advertjted to keep upon their 
Guard: That the King fliould be defircd to 
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fend his Gernmn Troops, either in whole or 

I in part, into Polipj Pru£ia\ That they might 

be employed in retaking Elbingf or at Icaft 
io preventing the Ele£i:or frotn making any 
new Conqoefts : That Proclamation fhould 
however be publifti'd to oblige the vi^holc 
Nobility, and particularly thofe of Pru£m 
to take Arms^ with Orders to mount on 
Horfeback upon the third Publication; and 
that Minifters fliould be difpatched to th* 
Allies to demand their Aid. 
Zftal Conformably to this Plan, Aagujius Of- 
_ dtnhurgh defcd Wemer Refident of Brandenburgb at 
I r^jj^ ** ^*^ ^^^'^ to leave the Kingdom, and ap- 
■• ^ ' pointed the Palatine of Inowdijlaw^ his Am- 
I baflkdor Extraordinary to Stockholm, Copen^ 

m vmvnfa- bagen and the Hague, He publilhed the 
Umvetfalidy (or general Proclamations) in 
which the Eledor of Brandenburgb was re- 
proached with the RepubUck*s great Fa- 
vour, in conferring upon him the Title 
'Strcm£im^ (moft Serene) inllead of I/iuJlri/- 
jftme, (moft lUuftrious) and accufed him of 
having taken advantage from the Difuoioti 
of the Times to invade Poland^ far which 
he ought rather to have taken Arms as a 
Valla I It added, the Nation fuffers by a 
Son of its own, wliom it has loaded with 
Favours, whom it lias inftfUed into the 
high Government of Prujiu^ and who, by 
thus attacking it in return, is almoft un- 
worthy of the Name of Chriftian. Force 

fo 
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fo emplc^M without Right, giVcs reafon to 
apprehend Ambition may be more a flump* 
tive J particularly as that Prince in lonrie of 
his Lcttets aflFc^ the Title of King, cither 
ferioufly or out of Derifion. After this Pre- v(fui^„^^ 
ambie, in which a Virulence of Stile pre- of their 
vailed, that ftiil ran highcft on what rc-^^^^^^ 
proach'd the Eleftor, followed a kind of 
Declaration of War. 

That Piece, dated the 15th of Novemhr,E}f:aoT'§ 
was not long without the Ele<Sor of ^r^i;!-^^*^^"^' 
denburgfj% Anfwer. His Reply fet forth his 
Pretenfions, and juftified his Condutit with 
a wife Moderation* It diftinguifhes tha 
King from the Writer of the Umver/aiiai 
and full of Refcrvc and Refpafi for tlie one^ 
dircds tlie Bicternefs of his Defence folcly to 
die other. 

The remarkable Diffcreiice of thofe Writ- 
ings did honour to the Eledor. He doea 
ROt take his Manner from his Adverfary, 
but preferVcs that Air of Dignity and WiP 
dom fo becoming a Great Prince. On the 
contrary the Stile of the VniverfalU diftin* 
guiihes a violent Poiiy endeavouring to cm?^ 
broil two Princes irretrievably^ whom he 
fufpefts of an Underftanding prejudicial to 
his Views, and to take his Advantage from 
their Difagrcement. jiuguftus permitted 
this Piece to go abroad in his Natfie, de* 
monftrating by ihatGampl»cency, there was 
R 3 so 
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no fecrct Intelligence between himfelf and 
the Elcdtor. 

The Emperor apprehending a War in 
the North would be the Confequence of 
to'puran Hoftilities^ offered direftly his Mediation, 
en^io the which both Parties agreed to accept- Counc 
Surenuki^ his Envoy at the Court of War^ 
faw^ a Perfon much eftecmed and beloved 
by the PoUjh Nobility, was very induftrious 
to reconcile the King and the Eledon 

Every thing concurred to incline Auguflus 
to a fpeedy Accommodation. Jealoufy and 
Diftruft united to oppofe his befl Defigns. 
The Towns of Thorn and Dantzick excufed 
themfelves from receiving his Troops, and 
did not give themfelves the trouble to paU 
liate their Refufal with any plaulibleor fatif^ 
faftory Excufe. The Elector on his Part 
cxprefs'd no lefs Inclination for Peace, but 
always under a Provifo very difficult to exe- 
cute. For the Preliminary Article, he in- 
fifted upon the Relmburfement of the Sum 
ftipulated by the Treaty of 1657. That in- 
difpenfible Condition protraded the Nego- 
tiation above a Yean 

Thefe Difficulties however removed ano- 
ther trouble from Auguftus. It was de- 
manded that the Qticen Ihould come to Po^ 
land^ and give certain and publick Proofs 
of her Converfion. It had been given out 
in order to perplex the Affair, thatrhat Prin- 
ccfSj leffi prejudiced to the Proteilant Keli- 

gion. 
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gion, exprefs'd no longer a diilike of the ^ ^^pS^ 
Roman Catholick Principles, and it was in- 
duftrioufly reported (he Uftea'd to them 
with great Satis faftion. Augufim could no 
longer defer fhcwing his Subjeds a Queen, 
whom they fo earneftly de fired to fee. Her 
Prefence had without doubt deftroy'd the 
Impreffions It was neceflary the Pde% fliould 
have, in rcfpeft to her Sentiments of the 
Roman Catholick Religion, The continual 
Agitation of the Kingdom was a very good 
Excufe for deferring that Princefs's Journey 
till the next Years and the King had from 
thence the advantage of not being reduced 
to difcover he had promifcd a Converfion, 
Dot in his power to make good. 

The Bufinefs of Elbing was not the onlyf,^^^"^'^^^^ 
Source of Trouble to him. We have ob-bics in u^ 
ferved, that in the Diftrlbution of the Saxon ^^*^'^'^^** 
Troops^ part of them were to march into 
Lithuania^ where Qmrters were ordered 
then^ in the Oecommates^ certain Lands of 
Demejh^ affigned for the Entertainment of 
the King's Houfhold- Thefe Troops were 
on their March, and the King who fet out 
the 1 8th of November arrived at Brzefcia 
the 24th, where he ftopt to be better in- 
formed in the State of Affairs, and not to 
expofe his Perfon too haftily. The firft 
News he reqciv'd were two Deputations^ 
one from the Senators aflembled at Grodno^ 
who aflured him of their Fidelity and their 
R 1 Zeal 
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Zeal for tke M^rllial of the Dutchy; and 
the other from the Litbmnian Nobility 
aflTeplblcd in the fame place, They defirea 
the King, that his Troops might not march 
into the Dutchy, and pleaded the Ruin of 
the Country^ already occafioned by the Ho- 
ililities of the contending Parties, as thq 
Ke^fon of their Requeft; adding the impof- 
iibility of finding Subfiftcnce there for an 
Army, who had th^ Reputation of no great 
Con^plac^ncy in their Quarters. The X/- 
tbuanhns demanded eight Years Arrears^ 
^nd thrcaten'd if the King would not com- 
ply^ to oppof? the Entrance of his Troops 
into the Dutchy, They did not fail how- 
ever to march thither, to the Number of 
twelve Regiments of Horfc, and approach 'd 
Grodm\ whither the King fono wed, placed 
^ Garrifoq in the Town, and fcnt the reft 
to quarter in the neighbouring Oeconomates. 
They did not find thofc Quarters free fron^ 
pillurbancCi aqd it had been worfe for them 
if ih^ Ititkmmam could have agreed among 
(hemfelveai but their Divifions augmented 
^aily, Whilft Endeavours were ufing to 
reconcile their Chiefs, the Nobility and 
the Army ca<ne to Blows the beginning of 

The Litht4anian Army which was only 
cigh^ thquf^nd ftrong, kept upon the De* 
feofivp, Ogimki^ whom the ill Succefs of 
ihe firftCs^b^t could not difco^ragc, fee- 
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ing himfelf at the head of fifteen thoufand of 
the Nobility, was fond of the Occafioji to 
return the AfFrcmt he had received from J^- 
piiha at Jurgmburgh, The Viftory wai 
not long in fufpence between Forces fo un- 
equal^ but declared itfclf for the Nobi- 
lity* 

The Chiefs of the Army, convinced of 
their Inferiority, began to fall their Crefts, 
and to have Jcfs averfion for the Propofals 
made by the Biihop of fVUna as Moderator, 
That prelate, whom the King had appoint- 
ed to concert meafures of Peace between the 
two Partiee^ was very zealous in the Af- 
fair, Perhaps without the Difadvantage the 
Army had fufFered, he would have found 
the Succefs not a little difficult. But at 
length on the aoth of Decimher^ Prince 
Sa^pieim being ported near Gmdm where 
the King then was, and the NobiHiy with 
Oginshi^ encamped at a ftnall diftance from 
him : Fkmming General of the Saxms^ at the 
bead of twenty eight Companies of his 
Troops, advanced between the Armies^ and 
ordered Sspieha in the Name of the King The King 
and the Republick, to disband his Army ^/^^j^'^J^ 
immediately* The Prince paus'd a little, utkuam 
but having confideicd the Confequences of 
hi$ Refufal, and that OgimkPs Troops were 
tbrice his Number, he took the only Means 
in his Power, and obeyed* Commiffioners 
fiora each Party met in the prefencc of 
R 4 Fkmming^ 
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Flemming^ whom the King had appointed 
Mediator, and a Treaty was fign'd, ol 
^ which the principal Articles were: Thai 
the Army which was the principal Occafi- 
on of the Quarrel, and the aOembling oi 
the Nobility ftiould reniain disbanded : That 
two thoufand fix hundred and twenty Fooa 
in chiding the Regiment of the Republick, 
^ould be retained: That cveiy Officer 
fhould take an Oath of Fidelity, and 
promifc never to undertake any thing a^ 
gainft the Republick, and to ferve the 
King with due Obedience: That one thou- 
sand one hundred and forty Dragoons {hould 
be kept on Foot, and have thcii Quarters at 
Pimki That the Hungarian Troops lliould 
be difmifled as ufelefs. The Trodps re- 
tained and tho/c dilmifled, were promifed 
a Year's Pay for their whole Prctenfions^ 
and were difchargcd from all Claims up- 
on themfelves: That all Afts of Hoftilities 
done by either Party, fhould be made void 
by a General Amnefty: That the Sums 
agreed to be paid by the King under the PaBa 
Convent a ^ for the Uk of the Army, fhould 
be paid accordingly, and that the Republick 
fhould folicitc the Execution of that Pro- 
mife: In relpe(fl to the Arrears granted 
to the Troops, Application fhould be made 
for the Payment to the Diets fummoned for 
the Month of February. It was farther 
agreed J that the new Levies fhould be de- 
ferred till t|ie approaching Diet: That pro^ 
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per Methods fhould be ufed ro oblige the 169S, 
Great General to obfervc exaftly the Infti- ^-""V"^ 
tution of Coequation : That, as fome Pa^ 
laiinates had rcfufcd to furnifh Winter 
Qiianers and other ContributionSj Deputies 
ftiould be fent to the Diets to deniaiid JaC- 
ticc. After fome Articles of perfonal Rela* 
tion to the General, it was regulated that 
the Artillery fliould be fupplied, and paid 
out of the Revenues of Lipniikiy Geranow^ 
ski^ and Pf^itopfuski^ till the approaching 
Diets, vvhen the General of the Artillery 
ihould deliver in the Account: That the 
faid Ar[inery fhould be lodged in the Arfe- 
nal of fViinay from whence it fhould only 
be removed to be employed againft the Ene- 
mies of the Republick: That each Party 
fiiould proteft the Tartars of Litbuania^ as 
well in regard to their Goods as their Per- 
fonsi provided they immediately took the 
Oath of Fidelity to the King and the Re- 
publick, 

To this Treaty both Parties figned the Confe^ 
20th of December 1698, in the Camp be-l" 
tween Lawm and Piizwiez. In execution 
of the Articles the Troops were broke in 
prefence of the Mediators, and the Com pa* 
Dies having furled their Colours, refigned 
them into the Hands of the Perfons com- 
miiTioned to receive them. After which the 
Number of Troops mentioned in the Treaty, 
were retaken into the Service; and to con- 
clude, 
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clodcj the BiOiop of fViln^ Tung the Ti 
Deumy which Afl: of Tbaakfgiviog was ac- 
companied with the Difcharge of the Can- 
Bon, and the general Acclamation of Gad 
kleji the Kixg. 

Prince Sapieba^ who thought fit to fpart 
hlmfclf the Dtfpleafare of being prefent at 
ihe disbanding the Army^ went next Day 
to Grodno^ where the great Standard-^b^arer 
Ogimki was not long after him. Each of 
them expreffed their nimual Satis faft ion in 
the Conclufion of the Treaty, and not only 
confented to give the Kingi Troops Winter 
Quarters in Lithuama^ but offered to raife 
ten thoufand Men for his Service 

jiuguftui^ having fo happily concluded 
this Affair, left GrW/to two Days after, and 
paffad thro' Warnda^ whither the BiOiop 
went to receive him. He flayed a Day 
there, indeoniinuing his Jomney, attended 
by that Prelate and other Grandees, arrived 
at Warfaw the zd of January, His firft 
Care was to put the great Projeft for recon- 
ciling the Prinaate and Biihop of Cujsvia 
on foot again* This Affair was of too great 
conftquencc, in regard to what depended 
upon if, to be ncglcfitcd. It was entirely 
carrying his Point to prevent the Prinaace 
frocn referring the Validity of his Corona- 
tion by that Prelate to the enfuing Diet, as 
a QueAion neccfikry to be examiMd. The 
King had put off that Diet tiU the Month 

of 
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of Marcb^ and two Motives made this de* 1^99^ 
lay neccflkry, Ke was in hopes that Means ^^-"'^'^'''^ 
might be found in this Interval to re-efta* 
blifli ^ good Undcrftandiug between thofe 
Prelates before the hazard of a Diet, ia 
which the Cardinars Refentmcnt might re- 
vive the publick Animofities but ill com- 
pofcd at prefenL In the fecond place, the 
Succefs of the Negotiations at Carlowkz^ 
where the Emperor and other Allies had 
their Plenipotentiaries, was not % little to 
his Satisfaftion. They were treating a Peace 
with the Turks^ and the leaft Advantage to 
the Rcpublick from the Articles, could not 
but have an happy Effedt upon the Diet in 
the King's Favour* 

The Event of thofe Negotiations anfwer- peace of 
cd his Expeaation, The Peace between the carh^h^* 
King, the Republick of Poland^ and the 
Grand Signior, was figned at Carlowitz^ tha 
26th of Januatj^ by Stanijlaus Malakowski^ 
Plenipotentiary of Poiand^ and by Mehemet 
Effmdi and Akxmder M^uro CariatQ^ the 
Sultan*§ PlenipQs. It contains eleven Ar-^ 
tides* of which the Subftance, without 
that neap of Exprcffions and Phrafes off en 
fuperfluous, which a jealous and diftruftful 
Policy has introduced jntp the Treaties of 
Princes, is as follows i 

L The ancient Amity fliall be re-eft abliih- tZm^vxU 
•dj the provinces of the two States to be**"'''*^^* 
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1699- diftinguifhed for the future by their ancid 
^Nor^ Boundaries^ fuch as they were before 
two lafl Wars, without any Alterations. 

IL ThcPoks ftiall reftorc all thcFortre 
fes in their PofTcfiion upon the ancid 
Frontiers of Moldavia, ^ 

IIL Kaminieck fhall be reftored to tl 
King and Republick in its prefent ConJ 
tion, before the i5ch of March\ the Sulta 
renouncing all Preccnfions upon ^odolia aq 
the Ukraine, \ 

IV. The Sultan fhall forbid all his Sul 
jcds and VaffalSj and particularly the Taf 
tars^ from committing any Afts of Hofl 
lity for the future againft the Kingdom c 
Subjeds of Poland: The Vilicrs, BegJei 
begs, Cham of C rim T'artary^ the other Tar 
tar Princes and Lords, and the Vayvode 
Moldavia fliall have exprefs Orders to be vi 
gilant in preferving the Tranquillity of the 
Frontiers, and to punifli the Violators o: 
the publick Peace upon pain of beinj 
punirficd themfelves; Poland engaging to dc 
the fame on their part. 

V, The Empire acknowledges Poland tc 
be a State that always was entirely free and 
independent, and that it has no Right to 
moleft it by any Claim, Foundation, or Prc^ 
text whatfoeven 

VL The I'artars who have abandoned 
their Country to fettle in Moldavia^ m con- 
tempt of former Treaties, fhall quit the 

Places 



Book lU* finder Augustus IL 

Places they poffefs, and be obliged to keep 
within the Limits of their own Country, 

VIL The Religious of the Roman Catho- 
lick Church throughout the whole Ottoman 
EmpirCj fhall enjoy the free Excrcife of the 
Functions, annexed to their Religion and 
Circumftanccs, according to Treaties fubfift- 
mg and ancient Privileges i and the Am* 
baflador of Poland at the Port Ihall be ad- 
mitted to make fudh Demands and Remon- 
ilrances upon this head, as he fhall be or- 
dered by the King and Republick, 

VIIL The Liberty of Trade fhall be re- 
eftablifhed for all Merchants of the two 
Nations J who fhall freely pafs and repafg 
with their Merchandife, paying only the an- 
cient DutieSj to which no new Import fhall 
be added : And no Merchant fhall be obliged 
to pay any Debt upon verbal Evidence on- 
ly, nor fhall be fubjed to any Contrafts not 
fct forth by Bill, or other lawful Writing 
under his Hand. 

IX. All Prifoners and Captives, taken 
during the War, fhall be returned on both 
fides, paying the Ranfom fettled by former 
Treaties: Such Ranfom to be lowered in 
proportion to the Time the Captive fhall 
have ferved^ and if that cannot be amica- 
bly adjuftcd with the Patron, in fuch cafe 
the Judges of the refpe<5tive Places fhall 
decide equitably. Captives who may be 
taken after ilie Peace, fhall be reflored with- 
out 
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out any Rafifom: Free Pafftge thro* the 
whole Ott^num EmpirCj to be granted for the 
Redemption of the Pdei ia Slavery: All 
Prifoners of War (hall be exchanged, 

X. The Vayvodc of Moldevia fliall can- 
tinue in good latelligence with Poland as in 
times pafti and neither Poiand nor Mdda^ 
wa fhall protedl the Fugitives of cithef 
Country, 

. XL The nth and laft Article confirms 
the former Treaties in every Point, not con- 
trary to the prefenc Treaty, or to the per- 
petual Rights of the refpeilive Powers: 
Each of which obliging it felf to the reli- 
gious Obfervance of the Peace, to notify it 
to all Governors, Officers, and Magiftrates 
in the fpace of thirty Days, and to punifii 
fcverely all Infraaion after that time: P&-^ 
land promifes to difpatch a Minifter to car- 
ry the Ratification of it to the Porte, and 
to receive there thjait of the Sultan; and 
alfo to fend as foon as may conveniently be 
done, a folemn Enabafly to the Ottoman 
Court, to confirm the Peace and re-eftabli£h 
entirely a idld and lafl:ing Amity betweea 
his Highncfs and Polmd, 
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Such was the Refult of the Negotiations 
of Carl&witz^ whereby Poland regained the 
important Fortrcfs of Kammieck^ Poddia^ 
and the Ukramr, bv the Mediation of its 
Allies. An happy ilvcnt for Auguftus^ who 

faw 
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ftw himfelf thereby difengaged from the 
moft difficult of his Promifes to the Piiijh 
Nation* The Reftitution of this Place was 
the mom agreeable to the Rcpoblick froin 
its not having any room to cxpc€l it ; as the 
publicjc Rejoicings faiHciemly exprel&d. 
The whole Nation applauded t perpetual 
Pcacc^ which left the King at liberty to 
terminate gli:«rioufly the Affair of Elimg^ 
The Turii^ Commandants of Places upoii 
the Frontiers, had Orders to put a Stop to 
all Hoilxlities. 

The more remote of the Tartars who had New tr- 
not yet received this Order, or who pe^J'haps^"/^^};^'* 
were already apprized, they were upon ihcrmMtu 
point of being confined by the Peace to 
their £>eferts, made hafle to take Advantage 
of the Security into which the News of it 
had thrown Poiami. They penetrated as far 
as Somber and Leonid, and to feveral other 
Places, making a dreadfol Havockj and en- 
th^y ruining and burning at J ayniokowitz^ 
the Eftates of the Great General, carrying 
off abundance of Prifoncrs. The General 
fcnt Strejinkki and Czahrowski in purfnit 
of them, with the Troops nigbeft at hand. 
The Tartan aware of their March^ took 
care to retire, taking with them upwards of 
laooo Slaves: But the Poki m the purfuit 
came up with them before they made the 
Front icf, and retook part of die Prifoners. 

This 
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Rejoic- Augvfiui forgot nothing that might rc- 
cfrnaval.^ commend the Diverfions of the Carnaval tOj 
the Fdeu He knew nothing waa more con-o 
fiftent with good Policy than to employ the 
People in grateful Amufements; and tho' 
Reafon of State fhould not have had its 
fhare in them, the Prince's Genius naturally^ 
inclined him to fuch Plea fares. That Prince^ 
born with a Conftitution healthy and robuft^* 
had to the Advantages of his Perfon, a Spi-* 
rit turned to Politenefs and Gallantry, an 
Heart fufceptible of tender Lnprcffions, and 
an unbounded Magnificence of Soul, Pub- 
lick Entertainments were the more hisTaftc 
as they fupplied him occafiona of ihining^ 
always admirable, not only for his Strength, 
which few Men equalled, but for the Grace, 
with which the leaft of his Actions were 
commonly attended. The fair Sex who 
were always invited, and who were its great- 
eft Ornaments, were cafily habituated to 
fhare in the Pleafures of a fplcndid and 
magnificent Court, The King was in the 
twenty ninth Year of his Age> and his 
Heart not always unconcerned upon thefc 
Occafions. 
The King This did not however make him ncgleft 
J^^J^*il^ Bufinefs. The i8th of February h^hzX^^ 
Council^ at which were prefcnt the Primate^ 
. the 
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the Bihop of Plosko, the CapUam of^99^ 
Wilna and Samogitia^ the Grand Marftial, 
the Great Treafurerj the Vice-Chancellors 
of the Kingdom and Ducchy, and the 
other Great Officers of State, who came 
to the following Refolutions- 

That the King ftiould be defired to fum- lis Refo^ 
mon a general Diet at JVarfaw for the^^'***^'' 
laft of May enfuing: That it fhould be 
referred to the King to choofe Commifla- 
ries to deliver or receive from the Turks 
the FortSj of which the Rcftitution had 
been ftipulated at Carlowitz^ and that he 
fhould be in treated at the fame time not 
to beftow that Truft upon any Perfons 
but fuch as were capable of difcharging it 
efFedlually; That the Mediation of the 
Emperor, the Kings of Sweden and Den-' 
mark^ and the States General, fliould be 
accepted^ to terminate amicably the Af- 
fair of Ei&ing I provided the Elcftor of Bran*- 
denifurgb would leave all things in the Con- 
dition lie found them, and that Conferences 
ftiould be had in confequence at Elbing and 
not at Brejlaw^ which Place the Emperor had 
nominated for the Congrefs. The King was 
however left at liberty to aft as Himfelf and 
Council (hould think convenient, with re- 
gard to the Reftitution of the Place, 

This Accommodation could not want King of 
Mediators. In the Month of December ^^^^^^ 
1698, the King of Denmarks^ had wrote to MedUti^ 
the Kingof P^/jW to tender his good Offi-on- 
S ^%%^ 
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Ccs, and to perfwade him from caitytng 
Things to Extremities: One Motive foi 
thofe Offers was hie being Guarantee oi 

the Treaties of Velaw and Bydgofi^ whicl 
the Germans call B^omberg. His Lett© 
met with the better Reception; as an Invi* 
ration to Peace agreed entirely with th< 
loterefts and \'icws of the Court of War- 
faw. That cf Vienna forelaw the Employ- 
ment they could not fail to have upor 
their Hands, in rcfpe<S to the Sucqeffioi 
of Spain^ which made it neceflary to pu 
an immediate {top to a Qjiarrel, that va^^i 
employ in a Civil War the Auxiliar 
Troops they rcly'd on in cafe of Necefflity 
It was their Defire alfo to bring the Con 
grcfe into Silejia^ that Brejlaw might hav< 
the Advantages nfual to Places where fuel 
Aflemblicsare held. 
As does Sweden had not forgot the Advantage 
the King which the Title of Mediation had givei 
^iswtdtn, ^^^ \^ ^^ Congrefs of Ryfwick^ and wa 
well pleafed to have the lame Office ir 
thi5 Accommodation. Baron Welling wa: 
arrived in Poland from Charles Xll. t< 
cffer the Mediation of that Monarch. Thai 
Charaaer Miniftcr, who had afterwards a great Sha« 
of his Mi-jp tj^g Affairs oi Sweden^ was a Gentlemac 
of Fijilandy a Man of Wit ^'idlnfinuation. 
but given to Pleafure, and almoft always the 
Bubble of his Paffions. I have already ob- 
ferv'd the proyalencc of Gallantry in the 
Court QiAuguJius^ IFelling was of a Cha- 
racter 
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rader to go no fmall Lengths that way. ^^^^ 
The King made him always of the Party ia 
his PleafureSj and without letting him into 
his own Views, penetrated as far into him 
as he thought fit. His Re/erye to hini was 
the lefs obvious to fyfpicioa, as upon indif- 
ferent Occafions he treated him with entire 
Opennefs of Heart, and the moft infinuat- 
jjig Freedom of Behaviour. 

It feemed the general Faffion to prevent ^ramn\^Q 
the bad Effefts of a Rupture. The Mar^^J;^j;^ 
quis of Ailkurs^ Envoy from France to 
Berlin J had Orders to offer the Elecftor his 
Mafter's Mediation. Frederick the Eledor^ 
was cautious of rejcfting bluntly a Propo- 
fal he did not approve. His Anfwer was^ 
He Ihould have been fond of a Power to 
tccept his moft Chriftian Majefty's Offers, 
but as there had been no other Mediation 
than that of the Emperor, Denmark and the 
States General, in the Treaty of Bydgoft^ it 
Was not confiftent to add new Mediators in 
a Negotiation which turned upon the Exe- 
cution of a Treaty, of which thoie three 
Powers were Guarantees* The fame Rea- 
fons ferved alfo tor Sweden. 

Things wore a new Face in Lithuama State of 
fince Sapieha% Submiirion. 
fences feemed to imply a new Confederacy, 
and fevet al Palatinates of the Dure by olfcred 
underhand to fecond the Great General, if 
he would attempt JO revenge himfclf .upon 
the Court and Nobility, who had degraded 
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him in fome mcafure, by impofing upo^ 
him the Difmiflion of his Army. But vfhi 
ther the Coun had found Means to retain 
him in due rcfpc£t, or that he did not be- 
lieve the Party fufficiently firm, tp take up 
Arms upon their Affurances, or in iine, 
whether both were his Motives, he did not 
give into the Meafures fuggeftcd to him. 

The Nobility did indeed exprefs their 
entire Satisfadiion in the King, and pro- 
mife an unalterable Adherence to him. Some 
few Days after the Treaty before-mentioned 
they had let him know, that he might af- 
fure himfelf of having an hundred thoufand 
Hearts, and as many Sabres at his Service in 
Lithuania', and renewed the fame Offers 
and Aflurances by their Deputies, in an Ad- 
drefs prefented to him. The principal Points 
of wnich Addrefs were; That the Nobility 
of the Great Dutchy of Lithuania were 
ready to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes 
for the Service of the King, in gratitude for 
his Protedion fo highly granted, and in 
confideration of his vigorous Defence of 
their Privileges during the late Troubles: 
That they begged he would vouchfafe tqlfl 
honour Lithuania with his Prefence once in 
three Years, and confirm the laft Treaty of 
Accommodation with the oppofite Party. 
They defired the Dutchy might be admitted 
to have a Secretary conftantly rcfident at 
Court^ to prefent their Remonftrances to his 

Majcfty, 



Majefty, and to fign all Difpatches relating 
to their Country, and that the Palatine of 
^^mMdrieniurgb might be commanded not to 
^PintermeddJe in any Affairs regarding Litbu^ 
I ania. Their Gratitude was not confined to 

the King, In the fame Addrefs they begged T^^^rGra^ *| 
leave to recommend in the approaching ^^^^^-^^ 
Diet, Biecbling his Privy Counfellor, andand £/#f/?- 
Fhmming General of the Saxon Troops, ^^^' 
that they might both be naturalized in 
confjderation of their Services in the late 
Accommodation. They alfo recommended 
the Donatio Families of Volhinia and 5^;?;^?- 
^tia^ who had exprefTed an extreme Fide- 
lity to his Perfon, They concluded with 
demanding that the Saxons fhould not be 
quartered upon the Lands of the Church, 
nor upon thofe of the Crown, and that he 
fliould revoke the Grant of certain Demefns, 
whofc Revenues, according to the funda- 
mental Laws of the State^ were inalienably 
appropriated to the Ufes of the King's Houf- 
hold. 

Thus did all Diffictilties infenfibly relax -^^'iwA* 
in i^vout of Aiigufius. Tho' he v 
vinced the mediating Powers would not fufFer 
Elbing to be befieged, he did not omit his 
Preparations for War, in hopes they would 
fcrve him as a Pretext to augment the Ger~ 
man Troops, whom repeated AddreiTes de- 
fired him to difmifs. He flattered himfelf 
alfo^ that fuch Preparations would induce the 
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i ^ - Elciftor of Brandenburgb not to infift too 
^"^ ftriaiy upon his Right in all its Extent^ 
but (kceived himfelf in both his Calculatir 
Primate qhs. Tbc Primatc at the Head of a great 
ofthcTc- Nember of Senators, was the firft to oppofe 
■tte •!>• the Defign the King feemed to have of re- 
pofch. laj^ing Elbing by force. He apprehended 
that Siege might draw on a War, for the 
Suppon of which fuch immenfc Sums muft 
have been raifed as the State was in no Coa- 
dition to fapply. 
Eicftor of The Elcftor was no fooncr apprized that 
l^lt^rt-^^^^V^ were filing off to ^hat fide, than he 
pares for kept bimfelf more ftridly than ever upon 
his Dc. j^g giiard. Whilft they were recruiting at 
Dantzick^ where the Saxon Artillery was at 
length arrived,, and a Camp was marked out 
at Marienburghy he was informed that a 
Confpiracy was difcovercd at Elbing to in- 
troduce the King's Troops there. This was 
fuffiicient Reafon for taking the neceflary 
Precautions to difconccrt that Projedl, He 
therefore threw a much ftronger Garrifon 
into the Place than had been flipulated with 
the Burghers, and took from them the Pofls 
where ihemfelves or their Militia Icept guard, 
as he did the Keys from the Magiftrates, 
and waited the Event of the Diet, which 
was to ailemble and refolve decifively upon 
the Affair. 
Kmpgives'^ The C;s^r alfo feemed to intereft himfelf 
fo'^the'" in this Bufinefsi and his Refident told the 
King 
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King m an Audience, that his Mafter defired 
his Majefty would make the Elector fat is- c^^^*^ 
faftioo, and ufe gentle Methods to induce J^tfi^icn^ 
him to rcfign the Place- The Motion of 
the Rujian Troops about this time towards 
the Frontier of Poland had an ill Afped: in 
the Senfe of many People, They put their 
March and the Refident's Expreflions toge- 
ther, and concluded a little too haftily, that 
the Czar had joined Intereft with the Elec- 
tor, and intended to fupport him* This 
Opinion ought to have given the Polei Rea- 
fon to defire the King would keep all his 
German Troops in Poland*, but they looked 
upon this as no Neceffity for their Stay, 
Lefs apprehenfive of a RuJJuin Army and 
the Eleiftor's Preparations, than the danger 
to which the Liberty of tlicir Country was 
ohnoxioiig from the Saxm Troops, they 
were ft ill obftinate in their Demand, tlut 
fjie whole foreign Arnny ihould be difmifred. 
The general Diet was however fummoned 
for the 1 6th of Jtme. The particular Diets 
preceding it, were almoft unanimous in de- 
manding that War ihould not be declared 
againft the Elcftor, and that the Affair of 
£/^/«f fhould be amicably concluded by the 
Interpolition of the Mediators j that the- 
Saxom lliouid quit the Kingdom and Great . 
Dutchy i and that the Pa^a Conventa (hould 
be comma niciited to the General Diet* 
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The Diet opened at Warfaw upon thi 

Day appointed. The BiChop of Pofnank 

celebrated the Mafs of the Holy Ghoft ir 

the Prefencc of the King and Part of lh< 

Senate. After which the Nuncios repaired 

Elfabn to their Chamber, where the Elefti on of z 

ot ta Mtr-JVIarihal was propofed. Sawiski Mar thai ol 

votJ!^ the preceding Diet ft ill officiated in that 

Fundtien according to Coftom, As foon as 

Objcaf- he had demanded they would proceed to 

Ij^i^^ip^^^choofe him a Succeflbr, the Nuncios in a 

great Body declared, they would not confent 

to that E left ion till the Saxon Troops were 

difmifledj and the original PaSia Cmvent^ 

laid before them. 
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The King's Anfwer to the firft Deman 
was, that he was refolded to perform his 
Promife; that part of the Saxon Troops 
were already fent away, and arrived upon 
the Frontiers of Silefia\ that the others were 
upon their March, and that he would retain 
only a fmall Number about his Perfon. In 
regard to the PaSfa Convent a^ the King told 
the Deputies of the Diet, that the Original 
had been taken from the Palatine of Marten^ 
burgh ^ with the Box in which it was kept. 
That Original was only an authentick Copy 
taken from the Notary's Entry, at whofe 
Houfe it was kept* The King authorifcd 
the palatine of Plosko, as Staroft oilVarfaw^ 
to order the Notary, whofe Name was Sa^ 
f^ewskij^ tQ deliver another Copy immoli^ 

9?ely, 
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ately. Sawiski then renewed his Propofal 
to elefl a Marfhal; but with no more Sue-' 
cefs than the Day before. They rcfufed to 
proceed to that Eledion till the Sa?eon 
Troops had entirely and cfFeftually quitted 
the Kingdom, The Nuncio of Cbelm IpokeTiicy m. 
upon the occafion, and infilled ftrongly up-^^'^^'j^^'^ 
on the Support of their Liberties and the the Dif- 
Execution of the Laws. He went fo far as 'V'^.^" ^^ 
to fay, that in Poland the King had no far-xroopt. 
ther Right than to aft as the Head of his 
fellow Citizens, and not as a Lord over his 
Vaffals or Slaves; that the King had no Au- 
thority to keep the Nuncios and Senate be- 
fieged in a manner by his Troops i and that 
for his part he was refolvcd to maintain the 
Liberty of his Country^ tho' at the hazard 
of his Life, The Nuncio of Leneicia moycd, 
that the Marftial fliould renew his Inftances 
to the King, which was refolved, and the 
Diet adjourned for two Days, 

The igch was pafled in particular Af-KewBe- 
femblies, held by the Nuncios of fome^*"*' 
Palatinates among themfelvcs, who endea- 
voured to find fome Means to terminate a- 
micably all Differences, In the General 
Affembly the 2©th, Sawiski reported the 
King's lafl Anfwer. His Majelly, faid he, 
has confirmed his Promife of fending back 
his German Troops, of which the greateft 
pare have began their March. He then 
demanded that they would ele^ a Mar0iah 
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Their Opinions differed ^ fomc pretended i 
was previuiifly nccefTary t\ut the Smcn 
ihould entirely quit the Kingdom- Sauiii 
f^ve ihein to uoderfbnd, that the Elcdtto 
of a Marlhal waB an effemial Prdiminatry 
that the Alftmbly waa not a regular Die 
without if, and therefore that it ought t^ 
lake place of all other Con/idcratioos; Tba 
ttC all Events fucfa aProcecdisg could not ca 
gpge them to any Tiiioj, as the Choia 
ot I hat Officer could neither alter their In* 
ilru^^iom in the Icaft, nor take from then; 
thrLibeny of their Suffrages. Thcfc Rear 
fofls cariicd it, and would have removed 
the Obftacic, vrhcn ttoe two PQlands and 
the Dutchy began to debate for the 
Tura* 

The Meetings of the 22d, 23d and z6tii^ 
trorc pa&d in Debates^ which iocreafcd 
daily tiM the 29th when the Pritaate ar- 
rived at IVarJMw. He made a fplendid 
EiKry^ and the next Day had Audience of 
the Ring, at which all the Senators were 
pi^efcnt 

The I ft of Juh the Primate's Prcfence 
fcenied to have reftored the Aflcmbly's- 
TranquiUity, The Choice of Marlhal which 
could not be concluded in ten Sictings, was 
quietly relolved in leis than two Hours, 
and fell upon Scucka, Referendary of the 
Crown J and one of the Nuncio's of Great 
Poland. Deputies were then appointed to 

notify 
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notify the E left ion to the King, and to 1699* 
urge the immediare Difmiflioa of the Saxon ~ "'" 
Troops. Augujius approved the Choice of 
the Diet# and anfwer'd in regard to the 
Troops, that great part of them bad al- 
ready left the Kingdom; That the reft 
fhould follow as foon as the Senate fliould 
declare it their unanimous Opinion: That 
he would hold a great Council of the Se- 
nate in two Days time, at which the Depu- 
ties might be prefent. 

This Propofal was at firft but indiffc- Ki'^g'^ 
rently received by the Nuncio's, who wcre{J|^^^"* 
obftinate in not entering upon Bufmefs till the Diet. 
they were fully allured of the Departure of 
all the Saxons f except twelve hundred, 
which they agreed the King fliouId re- 
tain for his Guard. Augufim^ to cut ftiort 
all future Cavil of the Nuncios, ordered 
the 7th, Remonft ranees to be made in full 
Diet; that he was informed Ibme ill in- 
clined Perfons imputed to him the Defigii 
of opprefling their Liberties by entertain- 
ing Foreign Troops, and that he found it 
his Obligatioa to proteft againft the falfe 
and fcandalous Reports induftriouily dif- 
perfed upon that Subjeft. He declared at 
the fame time, that to difpel fuch Appre- 
henfions and remove all Scruples, he was 
refolved to fend back his Troops into Ger* 
mmy\ but that he could not do it 'till 
fifteen Days after the Clofc of the Diet, 

and 
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and then upon Condition fufficient Proy| 
fion were made for the Safety of 
Pcrfon, 

The more moderate of the Nuncios 
oot find any Thing to object to this Col 
duft» and to give the King the Satisfaftio 
he dcfired^ an AG, of Aflbciation was ini 
mediately prepared to confirm his Authori 
ty, and for the Safety of his Pcrfon. H 
ordered the Puita Conventa to be read i 
the Aflembly, by which a parricular Guadj 
of fix thou fan d Men were granted hirt 
The reading that Inftrunnent had the ej^ 
peded EflfcS: ; their Heat abated: Thc^ 
exprcfTed themfclves in gentler Tern>s upor 
that Article, and Bufinefs began to proceeo 
in a much better manner. ij 

p Four Days after, the Nuncios had Aud« 
encc of the King, who received them in 
the Audience-Chamber, magnificently a- 
dorn'd, upon a Throne of Crimfon Velvet 
embroidered and fringed with Gold, Car- 
dinal Madziewski, feveral other Prelates 
with many Poliijh and German Lords fur- 
rounded the Throne, taking place accord- 
ing to Rank* The Nuncios enterd with 
the Marflial at their Head, who prefcnted 
them to the King, and enlarged amply up- 
on the Noble Birth, Fortitude, Courage 
and Fidelity of thofe Lords, He beggU 
his Majefty would repofe an entire Con- 
fiLkncc HI them, and give them a certain 

Proof 
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Proof of that Difpofition in difmifling the 1699. 
Saxons to their own Country. The Chan- ^^*^"**' 
cellor of the Crown reply'd, in jiugujim^ 
Name, in fuch Terms as feemed to fathfy 
the Nuncios. Upon which they all kifled 
the King's Hand, and withdrew,'' i**^*^' 

The Diet continued their Deliberations ^^^^^f"- 



with the utmoft Application. It was topi^^^ 
be feared, the Time prefcrib*d by Cullom 
for their Siding would be too fhort, and 
the AfTembly diflblve before Affairs could 
be concluded. The Difcord, which had 
taken place at firft, had coft them too much 
precious Time, It is an eftabliihed Cuftom 
after the Senate and the- Nuncio's have 
confuhed feparately to unite in one Body, 
and refume in the King's Prefence fuch Re- 
folutions as have been made. It is then, 
the Colleftive Majefty of the State gives tha 
force of Law to what has been judged ne- 
ceflary to be inftitutedj without which Diets 
are of no effeft. This, which begun under 
the moft unfavourable Augury of a general 
Difcord between its Head and Members, 
had the moft happy Conclufion poffiblc. 

Its Succefs was in a great Meafure owing Krngv 
to j4tiguJius'B Moderation. He difarmed by J'^ *"*''^" 
his Patience and Complacency the petulant 
and feditious Warmth of the Majority of 
the Nuncios, who came to the Diet with 
no other Intention than to join in difcon- 
ccrting his Meafurcs. He was prefent in 

Perfon 
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1699. Perfon the feven laft Days of their Sitting, 
^ and his Addrefs was more than once of Ser- 
vice to him, in haftening the Concliifion of 
the Diet- A Subjed: of Difpute no fooner 
arofe, than he found a Remedy for jr> and 
the laft Sitting he continued twenty Houfs 
upon the Throne, to itiduce the Members 
of the Diet by his Example to conclude the 
great AfFqirs which had called them toge^ 
ther 

rhe Marfhal Scuckah Prudence did not « 
little promote the fame purpofe. He ufed 
the Authority his Office gave him^ in retain- 
iog the Nuncios within the bounds of t 
wife and fober Liberty. And when one of 
them began to grow impetuous and difre* 
fpedful again ft the Courts he ordered him 
Silence i and what was more furprizing, his 
Behaviour was generally approved and 
commended by the reft of the Nuncios. 
He cftablifhed a Spirit of Tranquiliity in 
the Affembly, which endeavoured wirh the 
utmoft Application to retrieve the Time 
unhappily lofl. They went farther. By a 
Coodefcenfion, of which there were few In^ 
ftances, the Diet agreed to prolong its Sit- 
ting two Days beyond the limited Tinier 
and made fo good Ufe of them as to con- 
clude the principal Aflrairs chat were the 
Intention of their meeting. Their chief 
Regulations were as follow. 



They 
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They confirmad by anaoimoii& Confcnt J^99- 

the Ad proiedted for the Safety and Autho- £^jf ^^ 
rity of die Kmg, and added * Clairie toihePipu 
cotidenin to the moft rigorous Punifliment^ 
whoewr fliould att^npt upon his Pcffon or 
Dignity, orfliouldbe {o rafli to withdraw 
from their Obedience in what manner foe- 
ver. It was decreed chat all Ba^m Do* 
tneftkke and other Strangers tlien in Pdand 
aAd dependant upon the Kiag's Coiarc, 
fhotild continye therein as before: That his 
I^Iajefty fhould always retain in the King-^ 
dom fix Miniilers or CounfcUore of ScaiOe 
for the AiFairs of Saxony : But jiuguJiuSy to 
reinove all Occafioos of Exception^ de- 
clared he would content himfelf \rith only 
two. In rcgard to Troops it was xefolvcd 
tie Majefty, betides tiie two Regioacnts of 
j£i2ot of his own and the Qjieen's, flicmld 
&Mn twelve hundred Horfe, ujider tl^e 
Name of Great Mufqyeteers and Trains 
bands: That a like Nunibo' of Saxon 
Troops flioujd ronain in Litimama; the 
whole at the Rc|mfalick'6 Expence. For 
tlie Foli/Jj Troops ic was decreed, they 
(hould be paid two Years Arrears, and the 
King was anthorifed to put them into a 
better Condition, and to pay tbem in fuch 
Manner as he flvould judge laaoft conFeoient. 
As Time would not admit an Examination 
into particular Afeirs^ the Difcuffion of 

them 




Aii A E 



King dtt- 
pofes of 
OfKc« 
and Bi- 
Ihopruki 



Turks de- 
lay the 
Sutrendry 
of Kami' 
mmk. 



The Hiflory of Poland Book 

them was referred to the next Gcr 
Diet. 

Atigujlus^ the firft Day the Aflembly unj 
ted, had the Plcafure to fee the Primatt 
and the Great Chamberlain Btelinski figi 
the Aft of E left! on, and that Form whid 
was ftill wanting to all that had been done 
concluded to eilablifli him upon the Throne 
Towards the End of the Diet he difpofed 
of feveral of the great Offices* Upon Prince 
Sapieba^ he conferred that of Grand Mar- 
fhai of Lithuania^ whofe Father had a long 
time enjoyed the fame Employment. Prince 
Wienowiski he made Marfhal of the Court, 
Prince i?iii/5;m7Grcat Chancellor oi Lithua^ 
nia^ and Scucka Referendary of the Crown 
and Marfhal of this Diet^ Vice-ChancelJor of 
that Dutchy, in the room of the Prince of 
Madzivil, The Bifliop of Cujm)ia^ who had 
rendered him fach great Services, he tranf- 
lated to Cracow which was become 
vacant; and the Biftioprick ofCujavia^ void 
by this Promotion, was given to Count 
Denbof Biftiop of Przmilia, That Lord 
who was Great Chancellor of Poland was 
fucceeded in that Office by Count I'arlo^ 
who was before only Vice-Chancellar, 

The Reftitution ofKaminieck, which was 
to have been made according to the Trea- 
ty immediately after its Ratification, was 
deferred notwithftanding upon feveral Pre- 
tences. The Minifters of the Porte could 
not quit a place of that Importance with- 
out 
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out Regret* Mortified with nop haying it ^ 
in their Power to difppnfe yvkh that A- 
greement, they try^d all plaiifiblp J^Ieans 
to elude its Executiorip That Anicle was 
fo diredly oppofite to their poU ticks, that 
they thought it a kind qf Sacrileg.e to per* 
form iu The Doftors of their Law de- 
nounced a mortal Curfe upon fhe yiziers 
who had giiren up fo conliderable a Point: 
But had their Mouths ftopt with this An* 
fwer; Give us fufficient Forces, faid thpy, 
and We'll maintain theLa^v^, which if y^sif^^ 
cannot fupply, do not reproach ,vs ^yith 
ufmg the only Expedient which was leu: 
to lave the Empire from total Deft ruc- 
tion. 

When the Time for performing the Con- 
ditions of the Treaty arrived, tliey prpitte^ 
nothing to delay iti At tirft tKc Sera^^ifCi 
had iiot received the neceffary Orders, an^ 
then the Harveft they had fown, muft bp 
firft brought in. They afterwards rejferrefl 
^he Rcftiiution till the Stacoit oi Chelm Pn- 

. voy Extraordinary from the Reptiblick to 
the ForCj fhould have Audience of liie 

. Grand Seignior. After which Audience^ 
they found other Pretences for their Delay. 
Whilft the King and Rcpublick were at 
vari;jnce, die TV^jfl^tter'd the mielves they 
might evade the Treaty. They had at 
Jeart one Reafon to objedt againft evacuat- 
ing that Fortrefs when they were iVn;- 
T moned ; 
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moned: We have engaged, faid they, to 
reftore the Place to the King and Repub- 
llck of Poland, But that Subterfuge was 
removed by their Uniting^ and an Order 
prcfented them uiider the Hands of the 
Kingj the Primate and the Heads of the 
Republick. 

The Baffa who commanded there, be- 
ing no longer able to refufe, furrendered at 
laft one Gate of the City to the Polijh 
Commiflarics, with promife to abandon ic 
intirely in fcven or eight Days* To en- 
gage him to keep his Word, a magnificent 
Frefent was promifcd him. That kind of 
Argument which feldom fails of Succefs, 
had its effeftj and the Potip Troops took 
intire PolTeflion of the Place. The next 
Day the Suffragan Bifliop of Cbelm confe* 
crated the Pariih Churches^ and had the 
Bodies of the Turh buried in them, re- 
moved to the 7ubm^ Places deftincd for 
the Interment of Infidels* Three Days 
were employed in purifying thofe Temples, 
and the 25 th the fir ft Mais was celebrated 
in the Church of the Trinity, which was 
followed by the Te Deum^ and the Difcharge 
of the Cannon and fmall Arms. The Balfa 
aflured the Polifj General who fucceeded 
him in the Government of the Place, that 
he had rather have died in the Defence of 
it, than have refigned it voluntarily in 
that Manner. 

To 
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To return to }f^arfaw\ the King was ^^99- 
preparing td fet out for his German Donii^ Ijrp'T'*^ 
mions where his Prefence was neceffary. prepares 
The Diet was diffolved, and the grcatefl ^^'^ ^^^^" 
part of the Nuncios returned to their Pro-"^* 
vmcefc. The Senate aflcmblcd and it was 
expeded would begin with the Regulation 
of the Affairg, referred by the Diet to their 
Dccifion, But their firft Application was 
to deliberate upon the King*s Journey; That 
Prince had not thought fit to mention it 
to the Diet, apprehending it might fup- 
ply matter for Controverfy, take up too 
much Time to no purpofe, and prevent the 
good EflFeds of fo much Trouble. This 
made him content himfelf with fignifying 
his RefolutioTi to the Senate. The Event 
flic wed they did not confider it in the fam6 
light with himfelf, but as an Affair of the 
greateft Importance* 

The Senate was divided ih Opinion: The Se. 
Some, more attached to the publick Utili-j*^^^^^^^^^^ 
ty than the King's Perfon, reprefentedj journey, 
that he could not abfent himfelf at a Time, 
when his Prefence was neceffary to the 
execution of the Diet's Rcldlutions, to the 
reparation of Breaches occafioncd by the 
long Diibrders, and to reftore the Tranquil- 
lity of the Rcpublick. Others added, that 
the Saxon Troops were ft ill in Poland^ 
wJicre if the King left tliem, they could 
have no recourfe to him for the Dilcharge 
T 2 of 
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*6»- of his Royal Word. The oppofite Party re 
^^^^^ ply'd; this Journey was cffential to the Kinq 
for two Reafons of equal Importance, one 
that he might drink the Waters of Toplitz 
the other, that he might make a (hxyi 
Refidence in his German Eftates, to whicl 
his paternal Cares were as much due as t< 
his Kingdom. The King's health, fare 
they, which ought to be dear to every gooi 
Patriot, is concerned in it. The Good o; 
the Republick depends upon the King' 
Prefervation, and it would be an ill Method 
of re-cftabli(hing the Affairs of the King- 
dom, to oppofe the perfect Well-doing oi 
Him who is its head. It would be a greai 
hardihip upon a Monarch to be denied thi 
Relief the loweft Particular has a Right tc 
ufe whenever he pleafes. At that Rate, 
added they, the King muft dearly buy a 
Crown, if he muft wear it only by the Eor- 
feitxire of his natural Right: And as he 
has not renounced his Hereditary Eftates> 
it is his duty to vifit and confole a Peo- 
ple, who are fufficiently Sufferers by not 
having him always amongfl them. They 
concluded with demonflrating his Majel^ 
might very well abfent himfelf for fomc 
Months without any Injury to the Go- 
vernment, fince whilft the Senate adled by 
his Authority, or to ufe the ExprefTion 
under his Crown, nothing would be want- 
ing 
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iiig to the Adminiftracion of AfFaira with i^99- 
die fame Prudence and Vigour. -v'--' 

The Senate met from the I2th to theSenate-* 
15th oi Auguft, and prefented the Rcfult^j[^^""^ 
of their Conferences to the King, who ap- 
proved the twelve principal Articles, of 
which thefe are the moft important: That 
before his Departure the King fhould fend 
circular Letters into all the Palatinates, to 
fignify the Occafions of his Journey: That 
the two Grand Marihals fhould quarter the 
Army as they fhould think proper: That 
the General of Great Poland appointed for 
the Embafiy of Conftantimpky fhould re- 
ceive fifty thoufand Crowns from the 
Trcafury, and his Secretary three thou- 
fand: That two thoufand Florins fhould 
be given the Minifler from the King and 
the Rcpublick to Crim Tarfary^ with the 
Prefent of ten thoufand Ducats promlfed 
TO the Cham of Little Canary by the 
Treaty of Carlowifx : That the Treafurers 
Iftiould continue to colle(5t the publick Re* 
venues: That the Secretaries of the Am- 
bafTadors Mediators, or thofe who might 
arrive from Adriamph with Commiffions, 
fiiould be immediately di {patch 'd, and each 
of them allowed twelve hundred Crowns 
for the Expcnce of their Journey: That 
each of the fixteen Deputies from the Army 
fhould be paid a Gratification of two thou- 
fand Florins; That the Settling of the Ar- 
T x rears 
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1699- rears due to the Great Generals, Ihould 
be referred 10 the firil General Diet: That 
a Slim of an hundred th<^uiand Florins 
ftiould be apply'd in purchafing the ne-j 
ccflary Provilions for the Frontier Places; 
and that the King iliould appoint Cpm- 
miffioners to adjuft amicably the Affair of 

It now only remained for AngufMS to, 
cftablifh a Council of Regency, For the 
Government of the Kingdom till iiis re- 
turn. The Primate, aflilted bv a Lt::rtaia 
Number of the Senators and Great Oiucers 
of the Kingdom and Duichy, was intruft- 
cd with the Royal Authority, ?ind im- 
powered by the King, to concert with his 
Collegues and the Minifters of the Eicdlor, 
an Accommodation equally defired by eacH 
Commif- P^rxy. The King appointed for his Comr 
fioners tnifiionerSj the Bifliop of Cujavia^ the Pa- 
appoint e*J.|^^ J j^g of Maritmburgb and two (^afteliam^ 
and gave a gracious Audience to Pf^erner 
Refident of Brandenburgb^ which Minifter 
was returned to Warjaw fome time before, 
A Memorial had indeed been delivered to 
him, by which it appeared Fdani had 
Pretenfions upon Brandenburghy the Dif* 
pharge of v^^hich the Republick had as juft , 
^. Right to claim/ as the Elector of his J 
Demand But this Difficulty was not fo I 
piuch an Art to evade the Accoramodatioa 
^id amufe the Carpet, as an honourable 

Pre text 
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Pretext for opening the Conferences, and ^'^^9' 
to draw on the Negotiation. The Eledor 
on his part gave Galeski Minifter of Poland 
a favourable Reception. Stop was put to 
the March of Troops on both Sides, and 
to the Preparations that had alarmed all the 
neighbouring States, 

The King having made thefe Difpofiti-JJj'fj^^** 
ons, andprovided for the Tranquillity oHhtsa^mj^ 
Kingdom in his Abfence, left Warfaw the 
^5th oi Augtift with a very fmall Train, 
lodged the next Day at Lowitz with the 
Primate, who went thither to receive him, 
and arrived at Drefden the 5th of Sep' 
timber. 

The Affair of Elbing was noc hitherto Negotra- 
much advanced The Republick had alrea- Jt^^fC 
dy agreed to pay the Eleftor three h\xn- Q^Eihmg. 
dred thoufand Crowns, v^ho demanded four 
hundred thoufand, and would not quit the 
Town without fufficient Security for the 
Payment of that Sum- It was propofed to 
give him in pledge the Towns of Putzigb^ 
Mariermerder^ ^lxi^ pQlonga*^h\M that Scheme 
was rejeded by the Senate. Part of the 
Crown- Jewels were alfo offered the Elec- 
tor who refufed to take themj giving for 
his Realbn, that fuch a Pledge would be 
of no Ufe to him, as he could apply it to 
no Occafion whilft in his keeping. He 
would perhaps h^^ve been better fatif- 
fied with a Propofal made by fomc People^ 
T 4 which 
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J^9^ which was to cancel the Debt, By coafeht- 
ing t)iat l^plijh Commiffaries ftiomd riot be 
fent for the future into FrUJJia In tht E- 
le^or's P'ofleflibn, to reccii^e H6ttiage Ibr 
it troiii nis. Succeflbrs, and thit both he 
and they fliobtd Be releaifed from the Ob^ 
ligapon of acknowledging . the 'SoYClxignty 
pi Poland y arid from the Aid 6f fifteen 
hundred Men. in cafe of its being attacke4 
bV a 'foretgp Powtr.. It Wis not thought 
proper to 'Sacrifice Rigliis of thur Value 
fbji fuch a Sum. 

^TKe isrcgotiation wis ']f)r6rra<fted till 
Winter, and fecmei fomftirifles '(in fo ill 
a. Foot as to give no Reafon to expeift it? 
IfTue would DC happy. TKe Baro^ '"Qverr 
heck was however conie to fViirfaw^ to a<9t 
in q^uality of Envoy in concert with the 
Refiderit Werner. He perfifted in the De- 
mand, and declared to the Primate, the 
Eledbr would riot recede from his Claim 
pf 400000 Crowns and the Security. But 
^ Journey he macle to Berlin inclltied that 
Court to be lefs averfe to - the PrOpofals 
offered. At his return Things hadadiffe-r 
rent Afped:: Thiat Minifler with 'the Re-^ 
^dent, were admitted the nth of DetemSer 
^nto the AfTembly of the Senate, where 
fhey were received with great marks of 
Efteem and Friendihip. They there de- 
clared the Eledor agreed to take the 300000 
prp'wns, and would accept the Jewels of 

;he 
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the Crown as Security for thft payment 

of that Sum. 

A Treaty was accordingly prepared andxreatybe- 
fiened the next Day. which confifted of nine J'^*^,^ " ^*' 
Articles, The ftrft contains a reciprocal Pro- the Eke- 
mife of being void of all Refentment, not^^V^?^'^® 
only upon account of the Seizure oi Elbingy ^^l^^ ^( 
but of all things faid, wrote> and publiflied^^^^^fl^. 
Opon that occaiibn ; to re-eftablifh between 
the con tracing Powers a fin cere Friendfhip, 
an inviolable UnioUj and a perpetual Alli- 
ancCj according to ancient and modern 
'i'reatics, that at Velaw exprefsly mentioned. 
The fecond Article fixes the Evacuation of 
'Efbtng for the firft oi February 1700, with- 
out altering the ancient Fortifications in any 
manner. Thirdly, the Eleftor promifcs to 
leave all things there as he found them, and 
that nothing more fhould be carried from 
f hence, than had been taken away fince his 
PoflefTion of the Place, In the fourth place, 
the King and Republick of Poland prom if- 
ed faithfully to pay the Eleftor in the City 
of JVdrfaw^ three Months after the next 
General Diet of the Kingdom fhould be 
held, the Sum of 300000 Rixdollar^, and 
'for his better Security to deliver, the Day 
^before the Evacuation of Elbing, into the 
Hands of the Eleftor or his Commiffion- 
ers, the Crown- Jewels I of which an Inven^- 
tory figncd and fealed fhould be taken, to 
pfcertain tjlcir being returned in the fame 

kind 
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kind and condition^ when the Payment 
fliould be made according to Agreement, 
The fifth Article permits the Eleftor, in de- 
fault of Payment, not only to retain the 
Jewels fo engaged, but further to repoflefs 
himfclf of Elbing and its Demcfn§, till the 
entire difqharge of his Demand, The four 
other Articles relate to fome flight Differ* 
rences which this Treaty gave occafion to re« 
^uiate, • 
Plact fur- At the Day fixed the Troops oiBranden-* 
^^^ ^^^&^ quitted Elbing\yy Torch-light in the 
p^Us. Evening. The Jewels had been delivered 
to the Eledor's Commiflioners, and the 
next Day thofe of Poland ordered Te Deum 
to be fung in the principal Church, and 
appointed the Magiftracy to attend them the 
Day following. They reproached then^ 
with bafenef^, in opening the Gates of their 
City to the Elector's Troops, and remon- 
ftrated the confequential Penalties incurred 
by that Fault, and the Chaftifement they 
nierited, if the King and Republick, rer 
calling their parental Tendernefs. for the 
City of Elbing^ had not ordered them to 
be treated with Lenity. The Magiftrates 
pleaded feveral Reafpns in their Juftification, 
and the CommifTipners objedted others, tp 
convince them they deferved to lofe their 
Privileges i of which it was not however 
intended to deprive them, but rather to pre- 
pare them to receive the Conditions, under 

which 
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which they were to hold them for the fu- ' ^g- ^ 
ture, as an Inftance of Grace and Favour. ' "^ 
They were as follow : 

That when the Jewels of the Crown Condiii- 
were redeemed, the City of Elhing Aiould ^^^^^^v 
furnifh 50000 Crowns as their Proportion: on ming 
That inftead of 200 Soldiers^ ufually re-^^^^« 
tained to guard the Pofts, they fliould keep 
300 Foot and thirty Horfe, which in cafe 
of danger fhould be augmented to 2000 ef- 
fed:ive Men: That an experienced Officer 
fhould be retained in quality of Comman- 
dant, who fliould take an Oath of fuitable 
extent, the Form to be prefer ibed by the 
Commiffioners : That befides the ufual Oath, 
the Prefident of the Council fliould be 
obliged to fwear he would never furrender 
the Town to any Eefieger^ till reduced to 
the laft Extremity ^ and that fome new Pri- 
vileges, fpecified by the Treaty, fliould be 
grantedl the Roman Catholicks and their 
Church. Such was the Conclufion of an 
Affair^ in which Augufim would have hear- 
kened only to his Courage, and the firft 
ImprcfBons the Eledor*s Enterprize had 
given him, if the Fdijh Nation would 
have fecondcd him ; but the Divifions of 
the Kingdom prevented. Upon cool Re- 
flexion on every thing, he made the beft 
Choice in his Power; and the Republick 
having exprefled their Defirc, that a Qnar- 
rel of fo long Duration ihould be terminat- 
ed 
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ed by a Treaty, he left the whole Cart and 
' Management of it to chemfclvcs, preforvkig 
the Eleftor*s Friendfliip, which was necef* 
fary to the Execution of the l>efigns he 
had formed. 
lYmblet A Storm arofe on the fide of Hdfkin. 
iiifli(^i».Xhe Swedijh and Danifi) Troops were af- 
fembled there, and only the badnefs of the 
Seafon prevented their coming to Aftion, 
The Princes of the Norths moft of them* 
young and fond of Glory, no feoner faw 
the Appearavices of a Rupture than they 
endeavoured to have their Aiart in the Sport. 
But it will be necefiary to trace the Origm 
of this War, the Source ©f fo many great 
Events and jftrange Revolutions. 
TK« The Dutchies of Hoi/lein-Gottorp and 

^^^^"^ Sieswick, in virtue of family Treaties, from 
pc.ffcffed, the Reign of Chri/liern III, were held in 
and in common by the Kings of Denmark and 
ILi^ghu ^he Dukes of Holpin-Gottotf. The King 
of Denmark could make «o Innovations 
there without the Duke, nor the Duke 
without the King. This Union had con- 
tinued down to xlbrijiian Albert Duke of 
Holftein-'Gottorp^ to whom the Attempt to 
aft in contradiS^lion to Treaty, had coft his 
Sovereignty. The Treaty of Altena had 
reftored him to hrs Dominions. Prince 
Frederick his eldeft Son, who fucceeded 
him in 1695, thought of nothing but In- 
dependance, and the Abolition of the Go- 
vernment 
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vernmcnt in common, cftabliflied by. the 
family Affrecmcnc. Jn this View he had ^[^ 
made a ftrift Alliance with Sweden^ aug-Dakc'a 
mentcd his Troops, taken foreign Soldiers ^^ll^' 
into bis Service, and began to fortify feve- 
ral Places ; which might be taken as fo ma- 
ny Innovations, 

Frederick IV, King of ^enmarky pcr-iC.rfD#ii. 
ceiving the Duke's ill Defign in the irr^gu- ^ct^^o*"^ 
larity of his Proceedings, took Meafwres to to prevent 
prevent their Effeft. He had already af-^^^'^E^- 
femblcd bis Troops in Holfteitij and funi- 
moned the Duke to dcmolifh the Forts he 
had raifed, threatening in cafe of refufal, 
to raze them with his own Troops. 

The Powers, Guarantees of the Treaty of The Rwp^ 
AltenCy had fufpended hitherto the Rupture ^"'«^- 
by their Negotiations: But they could come ^^'^ 
to no Agreement among thcmielves, Eng^ 
land^ Holland^ and the Dake of Zell, threa- 
tened to affift the Duke of Hdftein^ in cafe 
the King of Denmark fliould attack his 
Forts. The Minifters of the Emperor and 
the Eledtor of Brandenburgh demanded that 
the Swedijh Troops (hould retire from HoU 
fleiriy and that the King of Denmark fhould 
engage his Troops fhould not move. The 
King of S^weden^ a young Prince, impatient 
to fignalize his Valour, defired to renounce 
the Character of Mediator, that he might 
give the Duke all the Afliftance a Brother- 
in-law aad Ally could expert The King 

of 
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1699. of Poland, who was alfo a Mediator; ad-* 
^X^Zftu^t^^^^^ ^^^ King of Denmark to fuppofthU 
Right by ArmSj as nothing could be ob* 
tained by Treaty, and offered to aflift him 
with 8 000 Men, in purfuancc of the A \Y^ 
ance between them, ■ 

That Prince had his Reafons for making 
thefe Offers. He held thereby the Balance 
between the two Northern Kings, perform* 
cd his Engagements, and had the Advantage 
of an Opportunity to employ his Troops. 
There was ft ill a difficulty, Ivhich was to 
get paffage thro* the Eleftor of Branden- 
burgb'% Lands. Augufim fent General Vlem^ 
ming to demand it, as the King of Den^ 
mark did Count Revantlau Junior. The 
two Miniftcrs mifcarry'd in their Com- 
Eteftor of miffions. The Court of Berlin declared 
TunkTt-^ that, as War had not been proclaimed a- 
fttfcfi him gainft the King of Denmark^ they believed 
it incumbent on them to prevent the 
Rupture, rather than promote it by grant- 
ing the Paffage demanded : That they could 
not grant fuch Paffage to Auxiliary Troops^ 
without expofing the Circle of Lower 
Saxony to the danger of becoming the 
Scene of War, which would be contrary 
to the CondireBorium^ the principal Obli- 
gations of which were topreferve the Pcaca 
of the Circle, and to a£l nothing withoul^ 
the Participation of the other Dircftora^ 
and in fine as the Mediators were treating 

at 
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at Hamburgh upon the Sausfaflion dc- ^^^' 
manded by the King of Denmark^ it was ^^'^^^^^ 
ncceffary to wait the Refult of thofe Con- 
ferences. 

There was fomething fpecious in this The 
Anfwer, but at bottom its Partiality was p^'^IJ^^^^^ 
evident. It fuppofes the King of Denmark 
not to be attacked } as if the Duke ofMoi' 
Jieins Innovations, fupported by the Forces 
of Sweden^ were nut a formal Aggrefiion^ 
in dircft Violation of Treaties, upon the 
Faith of which the Court of Co^enbagen 
had a Right to inllft. 

The Po/fj however could not endure the p^jifMver- 
Continuance oi xh^Saxofts upon iheir Lands. ^*^"^''^'^* 
They daily killed feme of them, and the 
Nobility of the Provinces where they 
were quartered, threatened from time to 
time to mount on horfeback and drive 
them out of Poland. From the Conclu^ 
fion of their Diviiions, thofe Troops had 
wandered from Province to Province, and 
changed their Quarters continually, to avoid 
the Effeds of the Difcontent and Jealoufy 
of the Poles. The King, who had been 
obliged to go to Drefden^ was not in a Con- 
dition to remedy thole Evils at that diftance^ 
which was all he could have hoped had 
he been prefent. The Primate in vain fol- 
licited his Return to Warfaw: His Prefcncc 
was as neceffary at Drejden^ where the 
States of the Electorate were aflembled. 

He 
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He demanded from them an extraordinary 
Subfidy, and that they would put the Mili- 
tia into a Condition to march upon the 
firft Orders, without telHng them the ufc 
he intended to make of thetij, He had no 
reafon to repent his not having complied 
with the Primate's SoUicitation. The States 
of Saxony agreed to both his Demands, 
granting for the Sublidy a Million of Gtr-r 
man Florins. ^ 

The During this time the principal Courts ot 
E^&PitL^^^^P^ emulated each other, in their En- 
d^vourtodcavours to prevent the Flame ready to 
l^revent break out in the Nortk The Emperor a- 
mong others earneftly foil ici ted the King of 
Poland not to affift Denmark againft Swe- 
den^ but without effcft, Augujtus had a 
double Advantage in a different Conduct. 
On the one hand he had a Pretence to re- 
tain his Saxon Troops, of which the Re-» 
publick importuned him to rid the King- 
dom* On the other, he had an occaiion to 
employ them without their being of any 
Expence to the Poles, This Defign was the 
more eafy to be executed, as the Eleftor of 
Brandenburgh had promifed to oppofe no 
longer the Paffage of his Troops- But the , 
Storm broke out where it was leaft expelled. ^ 
Irruption At a time when all the World expeded to 
-L'^imo'^'^ee the Saxon Troops march to the AiBf- 
Uvmm. tancc of Denmark^ and carry Terror into 
Holjiein^ they turned fuddenly upon Xiw- 
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nia^ entered that Province with Fire and 
Sword, carried the Fort of Kober by Scorm, 
and prepared to form the Blockade of 
Riga. 

That Irruption was the more furprifingSurprtTe 
as it could not be imagined the Efteft of [^^^ *^ ^ 
Augu litis s Zeal for an Ally^ who had 
hitherto been only threatened, and as Swe^ ~ 

den promifed not to attack him, if he did 
not begin with the Duke of Holfiein, Be- 
fides which there had, not been any pre- 
vious Declaration of War. But it was re- 
ported foon after, as the Effect of that cele- 
brated Captain of the Livoniafi Nobility^ 
Patkuh Advice, who had the Zeal to fa- 
Grifice himfelf in defence of the Privileges 
of his Country. He had made his Efcape 
out of Prifon from Stockholm^ where 
Charles XL had condemned him to have 
his Hand cut off, with the lofs of Honour, 
Life, and Fortune ^ and carried into P eland 
all the Refentment fuch a Sentence could 
infpire iii a Man convinced of his Inno-, 
cence. He reprefented to the King of Pa- 
land the Facility of conquering a Country, 
where the Nobility and common People 
groaned equally under the Burden of tyran- 
nick Power. 

However, as it was confiftent to give fome 

Colour of Jufticc to an Enterprize of that 

nature, inftead of a Manifello, and to fup- 

ply in fome manner a Declaration of War 

U which 
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1699. which had been omitted^ Fkmming Gene- 
^J^^^^ ral of the Saxom^ juftified his Hoftilines 
publiflics by a Declaration^ publiflied after his enters 
a DccUra. j^g j[^/^^^^^. He iaid in his Mafter's Name, 
That the Threats of Sweden^ and the Con- 
dudl of thofe who commanded in Livonia^ 
not leaving room to doubt but the Sweden 
intended to attack the Saxon Troops, upon 
the Arrival of the Reinforcements they cx- 
pe^ed, he thought himfelf obliged, in pre- 
vention of fuch Defigns, to enter Livonia^ 
and to fecure himfelf of the beft Ports he 
could to difconcert their Enterprizes, Ha 
oflFered the Nobles, Burghers, and Peafants, 
his Safeguards, that they might not fuffer 
any damage from his Troops, and protefted 
that all who fliould difobey his Orders, 
fliould be coniidered as Rebels to the Kin: 
and punifhed with death, 
m<y\ bf That GeneraFfi Declaration did not mo 
BoEffeft. with the Credulity from the Publick, to 
convince them the King of Poland' % Inten- 
tion was only to prevent the Dangers which 
threatened him. It was judged he only 
took time by the Forelock, and feized the 
Opportunity of making a Conqueft which 
had fo often efcaped his Predeceflbrs, He 
was a little too hafty. It was not yet time 
to execute a Project of that Importance, 
He had flattered himfelf, the Livonian No- 
bility would have received his General with 
open Arms upon his iirft Appearance, 

Flem- 
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Fiemming made the fiiieft Profeflions in ^^9- 
vain i no body came near him i and decach- ^^'^^^^^'^ 
ed to as little purpofe fifty Horfe, with Or- 
ders to ride thro* the Count ry^ and offer 
War or Peace every where, Thefe OiFers 
were not at all regarded, the People conti- 
nuing firm to their Duty; lefs perhaps 
from their Attachnntent to a Sovereign, who 
had deprived them of their Privileges^ and 
part of their Fortunes, than from the Fear 
their Rebellion fhould one Day draw up- 
on them a more fevere Treatment* There 
were fome Gentlemen who had Refolution 
enough to mount on horfeback, and en- 
deavour to perfuade their Countrymen to 
pcrfifl in the Intereft of Sweden, 

Fkmming was not more fuccefsful atp^^^f^i 
Riga. He thought his Appearance before ^iTJT^"^ 
that Place would luffice to make them open 
their Gates to him, and accordingly ap- 
proached and fummoned them to furrenderj 
but was foon apprized the Garrifon was re- 
folved to hold out to the laft Extremity. 
As he was in want of all Neceflaries for 
forming a Siege, he put himfelf at the head 
of 2000 Horfe, and made a fecond Attempt 
to engage the Nobility to change their Ma- 
ften In a Progrefs of fix Days he gained 
only fix Horfemen to his Party, with a 
Booty of three hundred Ojten and fome 
Carriages, 
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Geacrai Dahlberg^ who commanded in 
the place, cook the advantage of this Delay, 
to pift himfelf into a condirion of defence, 
aus dI-^^ was of a great age, and chofe an expe- 
rienced Colonel for his Affiftanr, with whom 
he was contented to fhare the Glory of 
the Siege. Left the Fortrefs of Dimamunder 
fhould be carried, as that of Kober had 
been, he put a ftrong Garrifon ito it. Ha 
made alfo a great Fire with his ArtillerjP 
and even ordered a Sallys but neither with 
any confiderable Advantage. His Conduft 
in fetting the Suburb on fire was more fuc- 
cefsful; at leaft Flemming did not fecm lo 
hke him the better for it, as may be judged 
from his Letter of the 26 th of February. 
It contained only fome dry Plea fan tries^ and 
an affefted Compaffion for the Lois of fo 
many People^ who had fuffered in the 
burning of the Suburb. Dahlberg anfwercd 
it in the moft fenfible manner. Your Let- 
ter, faid he, exprefles great Compaffion for 
the Suburb that was burnt j but as there 
was nothing done on that occafion, not au- 
thor ifed by the Rights of War^ and which 
has not been the Praftlce in all Places upom 
like occafions, I fhall know how to juftify 
my Condud in proper time and place. 
Whatever face Fiemming put upon it^ he 
rois perceived the Error of entering Livonia \A 
\ ' the midft of Winter, a Seafon fo improper 
for tlie neceflary Operations of a Siege. 

He 
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He had befides neglefted to provide great 
Artillervj expeding the Keeper of the Stores 
at Birfen would have fupplied that want. 
This Article gave him fome difficulty; the 
Storekeeper refufiog to obey the King's 
Order without the Great GeneraFs Con fen t. 
However, reflecting upon the Confequences 
which might attend his Refufal, and that 
the ill Succefs of an Enterprize, advanta- 
geous to the Rcpublick, might be imputed 
to him, he fent the Cannon demanded to 
the Camp. Flemming then finding himfelf 
in condition to aft efFeftively^ refolvcd to 
reduce the City of Riga in earneft. His 
Intention was not to open TrencheSj nor 
attack It in the iifual Form: He thought 
to make himfelf Mafter of the Place by 
Bombardment ; and the fame Perfon who 
had exprefled fo much Compaffion for the 
burning of the Suburb, was upon the point 
of reducing the City to AfheSj if Difpatches 
from the King, which arrived at that time, 
had not put a ft op to his Meafures, That 
Princess Orders to his General were not to 
bombard the Place 'till he had tried all 
other Methods, which made it neceffary to 
change the Battery; and Flemming rcfolved 
to attack Dunamunder, 

The Name alone of that Fort implies its Fort of 
Importance. It commands the Mouth ofj^^J^^^^ 
the River, and might cover Relief intended iiivcfted 
for the City. The 12th of March Flem- 

V 3 ming 
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i7o<5. ming fent 500 Horfe, and as many Dragooiur 
^ '^~*~^ to invert it, who were immediately followed 
by 1200 Foot. The i8th 4000 Men more 
approached the Fort, and began to canonade 
it In confcquence of which at two in the 
morning, General Carlowitz at the head of 
And af- j^oo Men gave the Aflault. The Saxons 
faulted, jr^ounted the Breach with the utmoft fury, 
and made good by their Intrepidity the Rer 
putation their Valour had acquired: But 
they had to do with a good Garriion whq 
expedted them with undaunted Refolution. 
A great Fire enfued on each fide. But the 
Cannon of the Fort decided it for that Day, 
and the Saxons were repulfcd with the Lofs 
of General CarlowitZy and about 600 Men. 
Ircparati- This ill Succefs did not difcburage F/em- 
ftcond Af-^^^^' Confident from the Valour of hi? 
iault. Troops, and refolved not to give the be- 
fieged the leaft Refpite, he detached aoop. 
Men the next Night, who advanced under 
the Cannon of the Fort with an undaunted 
Air, and in a difpofition to renew the Aflault. 
A Sight of that kind put the Commandant 
Budberg upon confidering. He had loft his; 
beft Soldiers in the former Attack, and 
the greateft part of thofe who remained 
were Peafants forced into the Service, and 
as little qualified in Inclination as Difcipline 
for a good Defence. He was afraid of being 
ftormed by Troops, who difcovcred a Re- 
folution to cooquer or perifb, and defired to 

capi- 
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capitulate^ which was granted upon Con- 1700. 
ditions as honourable as he could expeft. fotTcI^ 

All the World believed the taking thistuiaic^ 
Fort would engage Flemming to pu& the 
Siege of Riga more vigoroufly, as every 
thing confpired to perfuade him. The Sax- 
ons had found a Reinforcement of Artillery 
at Dunamunder^ new Troops were arrived, 
and good Policy required they fliould pufh 
the Enemy before they were relieved. They 
were however contented with blocking up %^ 
the Place more clofely, and to fummon the^^^J^^^*^** 
Goverrror and threaten the Inhabitants, nioncd 
The Governor having anfwered with the^g^^"- 
AlTurancc natural to true Courage, that he 
had wherewithal to defend himfelf, and 
knew his Dutyj Flemming reprefented he 
Was going to expofe the City to the greateft 
Unhappinefs, and Would be accountable for 
all the ill Confequences a Place muft exped: 
to fuffer, which made a rafh Refiftance* 
His Defign was to terrify the Inhabitants, 
make them revolt again ft the Governor, 
fave Expences, and fpare his Soldiers, 

The King was upon his return to /SPirr- King of 
fdw^ and talked in the fame Strain with \{\%p^iand'& 
General In a Manifefto, publirtied by his^*'"^*^^^' 
Order, he offered his Proteftion to ihofc 
who would chrow oflf the Swedifi Yoke; 
he granted to the Inhabitants tyi all Towns 
and to the Englijh and Hdllanders, who 
traded with them, the Liberty of continu* 
U 4 ing 
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1700. ing there in fafety, and recommended to his 
^■^^"^^^^ General to be particularly careful in the 
prefervation of Places, and above all of Riga^ 
unlcfs the Obftinacy of the Inhabitants 
fhould render them unworthy of fuch Far 
vour: In which cafe he threaten'd to treat 
them as Enemies, who might impute their 
Ruin to themfelves, difcharged him from 
anfwering it before God, and acquitted 
him from all Reproach before Man. 
vho or- Till then the Envoy of Sweden had con- 
dcrsthc tinued at Warfaw. Some .Days after the 
sw^J»w King's Arrival, he had orders to depart the 
auitPtf- Dominions of the Republick. He drew 
^" • that AffroDt upon himfelf, by having infi- 
nuated to fever al of the Senators, that the 
Expedition of Livonia concealed fomcthing 
of more dangerous tendency 10 the Poles than 
the Swedes. He had endeavoured to per- 
fuade them, that that Prince hitd Abfolute 
Power in view, and advifed them to put a 
flop to his Meafures, and to fufpeit his 
v/hole Condud. Augujius was apprehenfive 
fuch Language might make impreflions up- 
on a People, fond of their Liberty to Idola- 
try, and induce them to prevent his Defign 
of engaging the Republick to break with 
Sweden. 

This was no eafy matter to efFedl. Z//- 
tkuania indeed approved the Rupture, but 
the greater Part of the Polijlo Grandees 
were averfe to it 5 fo that Aijgufius v^as no.i 

in 
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in haftc to aflemble a General Diet, tbo' ^^^^' 
very earneftly follicited to that purpofe. He - '"^""-^ ^ 
apprehended their Refolutions^ and was bet- ■ 

ter pleafcdwith affembling a Great Council, J^^°f J*"* 
from which he flattered himfclf he ihould CdiindL 
find lefs Oppofition- He was however ve^ 
ry near the Mortification of feeing his Pro- 
ject come to nothing. Of the Members who 
were to compofe that Affembly^ fom^ ex- 
cufed themfelvesj and others came to War- 
faw not without Reluftance ; the AiTembly 
met notwithftanding the 25th of May^ and 
there feemcd a fufficient Appearance of 
Lords to deliberate and take Relblutions- 

The Livonian Expedition was the firftHisPr<5- 
and indeed only Affair taken into Confide- p°^^^*' 
ration^ The King propofed, that Commif-' ' 
fioners fliould be appointed to confider the 
Demands which the Danijh Envoy had to 
make J and to anfwer them in the Name of 
the Republick ; and declared afccrwarda, 
that as the Governor of Livonia had inful- 
ted the Saxon Troops employed in fortify- 
ing the Gate of Polangen, he thought it his 
duty to revenge that Affront. *' The In- 
" jury, continued he, regards the PoliJhN^- 
" tion as well as me, 1 had no other view 
" in fortifying that Gate than its partica- 
" lar Service: The Republick is therefore 
obliged to concur in my Revenge, and 
can be the lels difpenfed from aillfting me 
the Enterprize^ as the Advantage will 

** be 



H 
If 



I700- 



xp 8 Ihe Hiftory iff Polind Book III. 

** be their own. In doing fo it will reco- 
** vef one of its Domains, and get rid 
** of s Neighbour who at bcft can only gi^e 
•* it Umbrage and difturb its Tranquillity/' 
He concluded wich iaying^ the calling of 
the Diet was only deferred upon account of 
the Divifions which took place in the feve*- 
fal Tribunals ; That if a Diet (hould be 
judg'd neceflary, he was ready to agree up- 
on the proper Time for calling it, in or- 
der to their taking a final Rcfolution in re- 
gard to the Conqueft ofLhoniai under the 
Engagement of his Royal Word to reftore 
that Province to Poland^ asfoon as it fliould 
be in his PoiTefiion, fl 

As fpecious as thefe Reprefen rations wer^ 
they did not make much Impreffion. The 
Majority of rhe Affembly would noce.Tplain 
themfelves. They concluded j as this Af- 
fair affeftcd ail Orders of the Kingdom, 
the Republick only had a Right to decide it, 
and that it was neceflary to lummon a Ge- 
neral Diet as foon as polTible. Others main- 
tained, that as War had not yet been de* 
clared between Sweden and Denmark, and 
their DifFerence was fttll before the Medii- 
Tors^ it was not confiftent with the Gcne- 
roiicy of the Republick to determine a Rup- 
ture, by exafperating either of thofe Powers; 
nor with its Intereft to open a War which 
might be attended with unhappy Confe- 
quences to icielf. They added that the Af- 
front 
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front committed by the Governor of U* 
voma, regarded folely the Saxms and re- 
flefled but obliquely upon the King o£ Po- 
land; that it was the Eledlor of Saxonfu 
Bufinefs to avenge that Infult^ and that the 
P^Ies ought not to hazard inconfiftendy the 
Peace they enjoy'd. Befides, continued they, 
the Fault of the Governor of a Province 
is no Reafon that two States flhould come to 
a Rupture. Is it not more expedient to 
demand Juflice from his Mafler^ after whofc 
Refufal it were time enough for taking vio- 
lent Meafures? As for the Pretext for defer- 
ring the holding of a Diet, it was the more 
frivolous in their Acceptation, as nothing 
was lefs common in Poland than the Agree- 
ment of all the Tribunals. Some of the 
Senators were embarralled upon another Ac- 
count- They were willing to comply with 
the King, but confcious of the ill State of 
the Republick's Affairs, unprovided as well 
of Troops as Money, they diflinguiffi'd the 
danger of having a King at the head of an 
Army, in the midft of a Commonwealth 
whofe Forces were exhaufted* 

Augujius eafily perceived the RepubUck^^^^^^^.^ 
vFOVild not confentto the War, and referred ^<?ioJutu 
the Diet fo much foUicited to the end of De- ^°^' 
cember^ but perfevered no lefs in the Exe- 
cution of his Deiigns* He declared to the 
Senate^ that independently of the Oppofi- 
fion of the Great Council, he was deter- 
mined 
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mined fo continue the War with Sweden^ 
and to execute the ancient Treaty of Al- 
liance between Poland zxai Denmark^ ratified 
by the Republick in ]658, That Prince 
was the more confirmed in his Refoluiion^ 
as a good Number of the Senators were 
in his Party ; among which Number he 
might reckon upon the Primate, who ob- 
ferving the Repubhck's Advantage in feiz^ 
ing a Province fo much to its Convenience^ 
judged it not unreafonable to overlook fome 
Irregularides. What was more particular 
in this Affair, was the Bifhop of Ci^avia\ 
being one of the ftrongeft in the Oppofitioq 
to the King's Defigns. He had refufed to 
be prefent at the Great Council, and did not 
Hop there. He wrote to that Prince, and 
declared plainly, that he could not make 
War upon the King of Sweden without in- - 
vading the Rights of the Republick. j 

ElforM t>i France was not wanting in its Endeavours j 
lie innih foj- the Repoie of Sweden, The Ambaffador 
d.!rtoin- did his utmoft to infpire Auguftus with 
thoughts of Peace, and to induce the Senate 
to difapprove the Rupture. He advifed 
them to continue the Peace, and to leave 
the Decifion of Differences to the Media- 
tors, His Cry was every where Peace and 
Mediation, and neither Great nor Small 
could hear any other Difcourfe. His fingle 
Application gave the King as much Trou* 
ble as a whole Diet together. That Prince 

try'd 
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try'd to amufe him by giving him Words. 
He told him, that being engaged in x\it^^^^ 
Common Caufc with his Allies^ he wasua-endea- 
der an Obligation to communicate his i^o^ ^^^f^ hJ^^ 
Chriftian Majefty*s Propofals to them in 
writing, before he could determine forhim- 
fel£ This Evafion ferved only for a Time. 
When the Ambaflkdor faw the Couriers had 
ftayed long enough for their Anfwers, he 
renewed his Attack, and Importuned the 
King to explain himfelf at large. That 
Prince gave him the Satisfadtion he demand- 
ed. He told him the Affair was too much 
advanced to admit him to recede, and that 
for the future there was no other Methods 
of treating with Sweden than Sword in 
Hand. 

: Auguftm went in Perfon foon after into 
Livonia to animate the Attacks of Riga, 
or rather to make a Feint of commencing 
the Siege in form. The Attacks till then 
had nor been very lively, no Trenches had 
been opened; the Saxons had contented 
themfelves with firing fome Cannon at a 
diftance with little or no Succefs; and as 
General F lemming had left the Camp, and 
was gone to Warfaw^ to ask a Reinforce- 
ment of Troops and a Supply of Money, 
Hoftilities had in a manner ceafed on boch 
Sides, The King's Arrival put his Troops 
in motion, who were reinforced almoft at 
the fame time with about loooo Men, 

Horfe 
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Horfe and Foot from Saxony. He attemp- 
ted to pafs the Dwina about five Miles from 
Riga. Some of the Swedes^ who had been 
fcnt to the Rehef of Livonia^ made head a- 
gainft him but gave way upon the firfl At- 
tack* They were forced to retreat, and 
leave the Saxom at Liberty to encamp on 
the other Side of the River. M 

The King's firft Care was to poJ^ himElf 
to the beft Advantage, He feized a rifiog 
geoufiy on Ground covered with Trees and Bufhes, 
ihc other which fcfved to cover his Cannon from the 
Kive^, ^ ^ view of his Enemy, To avoid Surprife his 
Rearguard did not pafs the River, but re- 
mained on the other Side^ where it alio took 
pofleflion of an Eminence^ and planted a 
Battery of Cannon, Whilfl Auguftus made j 
thefe I>ifpofitions, JVelUng the Su:edijh Ge- ^ 
neral^ who encamped at half a League from i 
Riga with 10000 Finlanders^ Horfe and 
Foot, thought it necelTary to quit his En- . 
trenchments and take a Vievt^ of the Saxons^ j 
whom he believed much weaker than they * 
w^erc, AuguJIui made ufe of a Stratagem 
to continue him in his Error, That Prince 
oppofed him only for two Days with fmall 
Detachments, who advanced ilowly towards 
the Enemy, fired at a diftance in a hurry, 
and retired with the utmoft Diligence. 
^^7"!j /r^f/Z/V/g- deceived by thefe Feints, gave in- 
ceLe^b/ to the Snare, and advanced with Refolutioa 
asrraia. to glve Battle to an Enemy he looked up- 

gem, ^^ 
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on as half conquered; but he had been ill '7^o. 
jerved by his Spies- No fooner was he ^ 
come Within reach of the Saxon Artillery^ 
than he was faluted with a Storm of Bullets, 
from a Place where he did not fufpeft a An- 
gle Piece of Cannon J and obliged to retire 
after having loft feveral hundred Men. 

The next Day the laft of July^ ^^'^''fct 
Saxons encouraged by this Succefs, came ^p*[o the 
down from their Hills, and went in their En«"^y* 
turn in queft of the Enemy, who notwith-^jJ'^^J^^f 
ftanding the Shock he had received the Day vantage* 
before, periifted in his Error of believing the 
Saxm Army lefs numerous than his owni 
but was at laft undeceived when he faw a 
Body of Troops advance, capable of fur^ 
rounding him. The Inequality of the Com- 
bat did not however abate his Courage, He 
received the firft fire without giving way'; 
but as it had not been a little rafli to have flood 
his Ground longer againft an Army twice as 
ftrong as his own, and fupported with Ar- 
tillery, which gave it an additional Supe- 
riority, Welling^ after having fent off the 
Baggage and Cannon into his Camp, re- ^ 

-treated thither with the reft of his Troops, 
leaving live or fix hundred dead upon the 
Field. 

Augujius animated by his firft Succefs, He advatt- 
advanced the firft of Augtifi towards Riga^ waXj?;, 
with Refolution to attack che Finlandersixig^. 
their Camp* Welling faved him that Trou- 
ble: 
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1700. ble: He quitted hisPoft> and entered fat 

into Livonia with intent to feize the Paffes, 
by which the Saxon Partizans might plun- 
der the flat Country. M 
He took with him however only 40OT 
Horfe and 1000 Foot; the reft of his Troops 
marched into the Town> as did the Inhabit 
tantsofthe Country round about, and all 
Houfes were fet on fire, that could be of a- 
ny Ufe to the Befiegers. The Body oiFith 
landers which covered the City of Riga be- 
ing thus removed, the King made a Shew 
of intending to attack the Place- He ap- 
proached fo near it with defign to take his 
Obfcrvations, that fome of his Horfe-guards 
were killed by the Cannon from the Town* 
After which he inverted the Place, and lent 
He fum- to fummon the Governor to furrender it in 
monsthe g^ Days, charging him with all Confe- 
quences in cafe of his refufaL Dahlberg^ 

who knew his Duty, replied. That he 

thought it an honour a great King would 
condcfcend to attack him in Perlon, and 
that his Glory would be fo much the 
greater, in defending himfelf to the kft Ex- 
tremity, Auguftus had lefs Inclination to 
befiege the Town in form, than to have the 
Gates opened to him; for which reafon he 
made ufe of Promifes and Threats alter- 
nately* When he faw the Governor was 
inflexible, he applied to the Inhabitants. He 
fent back thirty of their fellow Citizens who 
8 had 
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had been taken Prifoners, giving them their 1700- 
Liberty upon condition they (hould alTure ^^^"^'^"^ 
the Burghers of Riga^ that if they did not 
open their Gates at the time fixed, their 
Ruin was inevitable, and that they {hould 
only furvive their City to fee it buried in 
its own Afhes. 

Dreadful as this Sentence was, the Inha-In'iao»- 
bitants looked upon it only as a Threat i^^^/^^^fP** 
Augujius they believed had other Notions this Sam. 
than to conquer an heap of Aflies, and"*'^^^- 
would think twice before he determined to 
burn a City of that Importance. However 
when the fatal Term arrived, the King did 
not fail to make a Shew of intending the 
Execution of his Threats: He ordered a 
certain Number of Bombs with fome red 
hot Balls to be thrown into the Place, 
which did not however do much Damage; 
but whether he proceeded to that lixtremi- 
ty, only to try if the Inhabitants would talk f^^^" effing 
a more fubmiflive Language upon feeingchcSie^c 
their Ruin begin, or complied with the Re- 
prefentations made by the AmbafTador of 
the States* General, who could not fufFer a 
City to be burnt full of Mcrchandiie be- 
longing to the Hollanders^ or whether he 
thought That no proper Place to expert 
the Swedijh Army, which fince the Peace 
of Holjlein was upon its March into 
Livonia to attack the Saxons y Augujius 
X raifcJ 
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J 700. raifed the Siege diredlly, and turned his Arms 
^^""^^"^^ another Way. 

^Vn^^ Whilft the King was befieging this 
Hoiftun. pj^^^^ ^j^^ Durchy of Holjiein had been 

the Scene of War. On one Side, a Body 
of Saxon ^Trooi^^y a Body of Branden- 
burgherSy another of Wolfenbuttle and a 
■ fourth of Heffe-Caffel had joined the Danes^ 
who had taken fevcral Places there : On 
the other 8000 Swedes, the Troops of flj- 
nover and Z^//, and three Dutch Regiments, 
had entered Holftein to the Duke's Af- 
fiftance. In fine Charles XII. King of 
Sweden taking advantage of the King of 
Denmark's Abfence, who was eniployed 
in Holjiein, had made an unforefeen Defcent 
upon Zealand, which Defcent decided eve- 
ry thing. Mafterofthatlfland and upon the 
point of feizing the Capital, he had threa- 
tened to put all Things to Fire and Sword, 
if the King of Denmark did not make 
Peace with the Duke of Holjiein. The 
Dane did not want much intreaty. At- 
tacked at once in Zealand and Hflljlein, he 
was in no condition to make head on both 
Sides. He confented to treat, and the Mi- 
hifters met accordingly at T^rawendaly where 
dufion! ^^ Treaty was foon concluded. This 
Peace left the King of Sweden at liber- 
ty to carry his Arms into Livonia. Rid 
of the Danes, who had reduced hini to an 

unfeafon- 
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unfeafonable Diverfion, he made hafte to ^7QQ- 
oppofe the two Enemies that renaained. ^"^'^^ 

Thefe were the King of Palan^^ and the 
Czar. Tho' che firft had loft an Ally in the 
King of Denmark J, that Circumftance made 
no Alteration in his Defigns* It then be-jD^nansof 
gan to appear he had taken Arnis againft ^H^ffi'^* 
Sweden with other Views than of favouring ^^^^^p"^ 
the K^ngof Denmark by a Piverfion, Somc^^'den* 
Months before Augujhs h^d concluded a 
League with the Czar of Mufcmjy^ to takcnis 
from Sweden Livonia^ and all the Lands that League 
Prince poITeffcd between the GuM oi ^w^^l^^ 
land^ the Balttck Sea, Poi^nd and Mujcovyi. 
The War which had continued till then be- 
tween the Czar and the Porte^ had pre* 
vented the Execution of the Projed, But 
the Peace of thirty Years^ concluded with 
the Turks^ left him at liberty to ptirfue 
the Enterprife. He had already fent the 
Governor of Novogrod Orders, to proclaini 
War againft Sweden, to enter Livonia, 
and to befiege the beft Places in that Pro- 
vince. He prepared to march in perfon at 
the Head of a Body of Troops^ to form ^^^ ^, 
the Siege of Narva^ and had already pub nihesT 
lifhed a Manifefto with his Realons for M-^tiifcao, 
taking Arms, and to give his doing fo a 
colour of Juflice. He therein faid, that 
tho' Sweden had given him AflVi ranees of 
its Intenti^ju to continue in Peace witi^ 
Majioyj, that Court had aeyerthelefs un- 
X 2 derhand 
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^1^ .dcrhandhadrecourfc to Intrigues, todifcon- 
cert his Mcafures ; that amongft other Things 
they had propofed a League to the King of 
Poland, for acting jointly againft Mufcovyi 
that thofe Intrigues had very much conduced 
to the Difficulties he had met with in con- 
cluding a Peace with Conftantinople. He com- 
plained alfo, that the Kipg of Sweden had 
compelled the King of Denmark his Allyi 
to make a difadvantageous Treaty with thfe 
Duke of Holjlein, from which he Jiad in- 
duftrioufly excluded the King of Poland, that 
he might not want an Opportunity to dir 
ftrefs him. He added, thefe Reafons obliged 
him to avenge the Injuries done to his Friends 
and Allies, and to defeat all dangerous Pro- 
jcifts that might be formed to their Prejudice; 

His Declaration of War, which he caufed 
to be publifh'd, contained fome Grievances 
of much lefs Confequence than the before- 
mentioned. Among others it fets forth, that 
in his pafling at Riga in 1697, ^^^ Honours 
paid him were defective ^ that they h^d 
made him pay too dear for Provifions 3 that 
when he crofled the Dwma, the Barks fur- 
nifhed for his Ufc were not good enough, and 
that they had exaded upon. him in the price 
of them. All the World were of Opinion 
that that Prince had better have fuppreffcd 
fuch fort of Grievances, and that it would 
have been more glorious for him to have con- 
cealed the true Reafons for his taking Arms 

under 
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under the Cover of Generofity as he had ^f7oo. 
done before in his Manifefto. '— v-^ 

Several Powers of Europe attempted toseverai 
prevent the Storm about to fall upon X/w- Powers 
nia. The Emperor earneftly follicited the^/^j^^it' 
King of Poland to prefer a Treaty, and the on. 
King of France offered his Mediation. Au- 
guftus at firft gave hopes of his Acquiefcence, 
and did all things in his pov^er to have it 
believed, his Inclinations were entirely turn- 
ed to Peace. His Condu(5t however agreed 
but little with his Words; for he loft no 
Time in advancing the Execution of the 
Meafures concerted between him and the 
Czar. After having defifted from bombard- 
ing Riga^ he intended to fecure the Fort of 
Koke?ihaufen. The 2d of OSlober he inverted 
it by a Detachment under the command of 
Colonel S chulenburgbj, znd afterwards order- 
ed General Steynau to befiege it ; whofe Con- 
dudl was much the fame as General Flem- 
mings before Riga. He founded the Com- 
mandant with Threats and Promifes, but 
thofe ways making no impreflion upon that 
Officer who knew his Duty and had his Ho- 
nour at Stake, it was necefTary to order the 
Artillery to be brought before the Place. 
The Fire was fo great, that on the 6th the 
Breach was large enough for the AiFault. 
The Commandant, who could have no hopes 
of defending it with Succefs, defined 
to capitulate; which was the more readily 
X 3 ■ granted. 
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granted, as he was believed ft ill in a Cohdi- 
tion to make rcfiftance. It was indeed not 
kndwn that the Garrifon was in want of 
Meal for Bread, and that the Bombs which 
had fallen into the Cifterns had fpoiled the 
Water* 

The taking this Fort was of more Ufe 
than fjlory* A fmall Work carried by a 
Royal Army, could be confidered as a mat- 
ter of little or no Confequence, and as a 
Conqueft of fmall Honour to the Arms of 
Augujim. That Prince however^ found his 
j.^j^,^j,j^^^_ Advantage in it. It opened him a Commu- 
[m capim* nication with Mujcovy^ covered Courland^ 
iMu facilitated the Eftabluhment of Magazines, 
and took in a more commodious ipace of 
Country for the Winter-quarters of his 
Troops. 
A^fvantiige Before the End of the Campaign, Au^ 
oi taking guftus matched feveral times in queft of 
that Fort, ffr^iiij^g^ who continued in Livonia with a 
L flying Camp of loooo Men, but loft his 

B Labour. The Swedijh G^n^v^^ who knew 

■ himfelf too weak to hazard a Battle, chofe 
I to retreat, and broke down the Bridges be- 

■ hind him, to flop the purfuit of the S axons, 
H Augujius perceived the Impoflibility of 
I coming up with him, and called a Council of 
H War, in which it was agreed, that it was 
^L an vain to purfue the Swedes any longer; 
HH becanfe before they could be overtaken, the 
^H great Reinforcements, theyexpeded, would 

^ 
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arrive; befides which the Seafon was coo far ^1^"^* ' 
advanced, and it was reafonable to fear the 
Army already affli(9:ed with Sicknefs, would 
diminifh confiderably by new Fatigues. 
Thefe Reafons made them conclude it befl: 
to fend the Troops into Quarters; upon 
which the King immediately fet out for 
Warfaw, 

Whilft the King oi Poland hzd been em-^ 
ployed in the purfuit of General Welling^ 
the Mufcovites^ to the Number of near 
100000 Men, had entered Ingria^ and put 
all Things to Fire and Sword. They h^dczarhA 
afterwards detached a Body of §000 Men,^fS^^ |^J^^ 
to form a Camp before Narva. The Czar^^^'^^ ^ 
arrived there foon after with 20000 Horfe 
and looooFoot^ with defign to befiegethe 
Place, The 14th of OSiober that Prince 
laid a Bridge of Boats over the Narva^ 
pafled it in perfon Halfpike in hand, and 
opened the Trenches himfelf. He had gi- 
ven the Command of the Army to the 
Duke of Croy^ an experienced German Ge- 
neral, ranking himfelf as a private Lieute- 
nantt Colonel Horn commanded in the 
Town- The Garrifon was weak; about 
looo Foot and 500 Horfe, with fome 
hundreds of Burghers and Peafants, who 
had taken Arras. The Fortifications were 
however in very good Condition. 

There were good Reafons to believe the 

Cztir would reduce Narva in a very little 

X 4 time. 
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^ 7^^ time. The Attacks were pufhcd with the 
utmoft Vigotir, and the Breach made in the 
King of Bod V of the Place, when news came that. 
f«S^n t^'C King oi Sweden arrived in the Gulf of 
Livonia, Riga oTi the 17th of October ^ with defign to 
oblige the Mnjcovites to raife the Siege. 
That Prince had however no more than 
20000 Men with him ; but he knew their 
Courage and his own Valour would not fuf- 
fcr him to regard the Superiority of an Ene- 
my in point of Number. After their land- 
ing at PernaUy Derpt^ and Revel^ Charles 
drew them up in a Body and encamped near 
IVafenburghy in expeftation of his Artillery 
and Ammunition from Sweden. 

Upon this News the Czar^ who knew his 
Enemy had at moft but 20000 Men, took 
Cz^ar^ meafures to defea;t him. He could not be- 
t^ddTa-^ lieve tliat Charles with- fuch a handful of 
him. Troops would venture to attempt the Re- 
lief of Narva^ befiegcd by an Army of 
near 1 00000 Men. However he had not 
fuch a contempt of the Swedes as to think 
proper to fight them before he was re-in- 
forced by near 40000 Men, which he had 
ordered to march from ^leskou. He be- 
lieved thofe Troops fo neceffary, that he 
went in perfon to haften their March. Be- 
fore his Departure he pofled a Detachment 
of 30000 Men at a League from Narva j in 
the way the King of Sweden was expedled ; 
more advanced in the fame Rout 20000 

Strelitzs 
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Strelitm Soldiers of his Guards, who were 
reckoned the beft Troops in his Service, 
and before them at a dijftance were placed 
5000 Men by way of advanced Guard- 
Having made thefe Difpofitions he fet out 
for Piiikou, 

Before his Return all thofe Pafles were All the 
forced. The King of Sweden having re- P^j*^ '<*^- 
oeived his Artillery, began his March, and 
having approached the Polls of the Muf- 
coviteSy attacked them one after another. 
The 26th* of November he opened a way. 
Sword in hand, thro* their advanced Guard 
of 5000 Men: The 27th he attacked the 
20000 Sireiitzs^ at the Poft of Puhajoggi^ 
and forced them: The aScli he made him- 
felf Mafter of the Poft of Siila?^eggi\ where 
the Detachment of 30000 Men were plant- 
cdj who terrified with the Defeat of the 
Strdlizs, did not ftay to be attacked, but 
retired without fighting to the main Body 

of the Army, 

1 Charles^ having defeated all thofe Troops^K, of s-u'f^ 
arrived viftorious in view of the MuJlovite^J^^^^^^^ 
Camp* The Rampart, and double Trench, '** *^^* 
with which it was fortified, did not flop 
him. Without giving his Troops the leaft 
Refpitc, he gave orders for the Attack the 
30th, and as ioon as the Cannon had made 
a Breach in the Entrenchments, the Swedijh 
Army, commanded by experienced Gene- 
rals, and encouraged by their Sovereign's 

Fre^ 
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Prefence, fell on with undaunted Coursige 
Aodmakcs ^'^ two different Attacks, and with fixed 
kimfelf Bayonets opened their way thro' Battalions 
?•**« ^^ that crouded to oppofe them. For ipme 
*" time the Mufcovitts^ who had the Advan- 

tages of Number and Poft, made a Fire that; 
thinned the Swedijh Ranks. Their bravefl: 
Officers fell in the fight of their King, who 
was himfelf in the greateft danger. When 
a Cannon-ftiot took ofi^ his Horfe's Head,, 
he leaped intrepid upon another, and con- 
tinued to charge and give Orders with the 
fame Prefence of Mind; till the right Wing 
of the Enemy, unequal to the fupport of 
fo obftinate an Attack, gave way, and took 
to flight. The King purfued them to the 
River Narva without Refiflancc. The 
Mufc$vite Generals endeavoured in vain to 
rally their difinayed Soldiers, and were 
obliged to come themfelves^ and lay down 
their Arms at the feet of the Vidor. Night 
prevented the entire Defeat of the left Wing, 
which Charles propofcd to attack at break 
of Day next Morning. But at two of the 
Clock, General Feda who commanded, de-- 
fired Quarter for himfelf and his Troops; 
which the King granted. The Soldiers and 
Officers laid down their Arms at the King's 
Feet, marching uncovered thro' the Lines 
of the Hwedijb Army. The lofs of the Muf- 
covites amounted to 18000 Men, and of 
the Swedes only to 2000, including the 
wx)unded. After 
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I After this fignal Vidory Charks made i?^- 
his Entry into Narva ^ attended by the Duke ^' ' 
of C^^JF and the other Mufcovite Generals, 
to whom he had ordered their Swords to 
be returned. He ftay'd only two Hours in 
that Place, to give Thanks for his Succefs. 
After which he returned to the Head of his 
Troops, to prepare them for new Laurels. 
The Czar^ who advanced by long Marches 
againft his Enemy, was appriz'd on his way 
of the Defeat of his Army, He had with 
him more than 40000 Men, in confequence 
double the King of Sweden s Numbers but 
was not tempted by that Superiority to take 
his Revenge- He was afraid to encounter czar's 
an Enemy, who with not 20000 Men had terror at 
defeated above fourfcore thou fa nd, and re- pioacK! 
turned diredly^ thinking it more polickk 
to complain to Saint Nicholas ^ the Patron 
Saint of Mufcovy^ that he had abandoned 
his People on this occafion. 

Whilft the King of Sweden drove the Augufim 

Miifcovites out o£ Limma^ ^^^ ^'"S ^f ^^^^excurj^hu 
land heard at Warfaw the Propofals of the not ma- 
Emperor and King of France^ who folU-^^'^§^«=**^* 
cited his Accommodation with Sweden^ and 
had fcarce any other Employment than to 
find Excufes for not complying with their 
Defire. His Intention was to keep upon 
the Referve, till the General Diet upon the 
point of afTembling fhould come to a Refo- 



lution concerning the Rupture^ or 
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1700. with Sweden. Augujius was very defirous 
^'''■^^'^*^ the Republick fliould engage in the Quar- 
rel. Almoft all the World were however 
agreed that a War was diredly contrary to 
Intereft ofthe true Inter eft of Poland^ and that the 
Poland in ^^^^.^ q£ Succefs in it could not but have 
the moft unhappy Confcquences. And in- 
deed ihould they have taken pofleffion of 
Livoniay in conjunftion with the Mufco^ 
vitrsy what Apprehenfions might they not 
rcafonably have been under from the Neigh- 
bourhood of a warlike and enterprizing 
Prince, who, upon the leaft Pretext, might 
break with his Allies, and become their 
Enemy? They did not obferve however 
one Advantage to the Republick in this 
War, which was to employ the Nobility, 
and hinder them from deftroying each 
other. 
Troubles Lithuania was again become a Scene pf 
ofLithu- Blood from the Differences between the 
Houfes of Sapieha and Oginski. Thofe 
Families which had been reconciled by 
the King's Interpofition, were embroiled 
• anew. The Ogimkis^ five or fix thoufand 
ftrong, with the young Prince Wiesmwiski 
at their head, were the Aggreflbrs. They 
fell upon Prince Sapieha' % Lands and com- 
mitted great Diforders : The Sapiehas^ with- 
out confuking the Number of their Ene- 
mies, hearkened only to their Refentment. 
1 hey drew out 2000 Men from Wilna^ and 

taking 
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taking with them fome Pieces of Cannon, 
marched diredtly up to the Enemy, whom 
they attacked with fury. The Shoqk was 
violent and lafted long. The Sapiebas 
fought with fuch Rage and Obftinacy, that 
Vidory more than once inclined to their 
Party: But the greater Number prevailed at 
laft, and the Sapiebas^ after having loft 
great part of their People, were obliged to 
abandon their Cannon, and retire with Pre- 
cipitation. The Slaughter was great; above 
a thoufand Men on each fide were left upon 
the Place. 

But what was yet wprfe, this Combat Barbarom 
was followed by a Scene which gave Hoitor a^'**" **^ 
to all honeft Men. The Son of the Great pfj^, * 
General Sapieha^ and Wonnai Staroft of 
Brojfau^ having furrendred themfelves Pri- 
foners, upon condition their Perfons iliould 
be fafe, when they arrived at the Camp of 
the Viftors, the Nobility exafperated with 
the Lofles they had occafioned, received 
them with great Strokes of their Sabres, 
and cut them to pieces. A Barbarity with- 
out Example, and a Proof, that Fidelity 
to Promifes and the other gool Qualities 
of the Heart, do not always accompany 
Birth and Titles. 

Such was the diflracTicd Condition of Po- Divided 
land at the clofe of the Year 1700. The Co-iJition 
King at VVirr without the Repnblick's Par-"" ^'^'^• 
ticipation: The Lords of the Kingdom, 

and 
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V^^ and ihe Nobility in Arms contrary to the 
King's Will^ and maflacritig each other 
without Mercy ; the King expofing his Per- 
fon, and exhaufting his hereditary Domini- 
ons to conquer a Province for the Repub- 
lick, who difregarded that Conqueft; and 
the principal Lords, inftead of aflifting a 
Prince, who facrificed himfclf to the ag- 
grandifing of their Country, taking Plea- 
furc in ruining the fineft of its Provinces* 
Unhappy Confequences of divided Autho- 
rity! So advantageous to the publick Wel- 
fare is the Agreement of its Head and Mem- 
bers, and fo fatal are the Effefts, when both 
the one and the other abufe their Power in 
favour of their Ambition I 
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;T was expe<aed that th^^^^ 
General Diet, fo long fol- 
lici(ed with fo much ear- 
neftnefe, would reinftate 
Affairs, and efpecially re- 
ftore the Tranquillity of 
Lithuania, But thofe falfe 
Ho|>e^ foon vaniflied. From the firil Mea- 
^ * Aires 
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fures taken for the holding that Afiiembly, 
fuch a number of Difficulties oppofed it, 
as made it neceilary to defer it till the 
Month of September. 
The Diet A Council of Senators who met the 15th 
deterred. ^£- Januaryy came to a Refolution fo little 
cxpcdted. The Cardinal Primate having 
propofed the Heads that were to be confi- 
deredy it was found impoffible to determine 
in regard to the greateft Part of them. 
They only concluded. That the General 
Diet, which after being feveral times put 
off, was propofed to be held in the Month 
of jdarch^ (hould be further deferred till 
September^ in order to facilitate the Means 
of holding it with Tranquillity: That the 
King (hould ufe his utmoft Endeavours to 
put an end to the Troubles of Lithuania: 
That he fhould for that Reafon refide fome 
time in the Dutchy, and march his German 
Troops thither to the Affiftance of the 
Houfe of Sapieba : That in regard to the 
Eleftor of Brandenburgh'% Coronation, as 
King of PruJJia^ it fliould be referred to the 
Examination of the firft General Diet; 
which however fhould not prevent the King 
from fending to compliment theEledlor up- 
on his new Dignity ][ and that the Queen 
Dowager fhould be permitted to continue 
fome time at Rome^ without prejudice to 
her Revenues and Pcnfions from the Re- 
publick. 

Thefe 
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Thefe Rfcfolut ions were theOccafion, that *7ot, 
almoft every thing was left undecided, Tht^^^^^^f^ 
King however gained the Point he defired,ot*cjuishis 
He had two things principally in view, the^'^*"' 
Re-eftabli{hment of the Sapiehas^ and the 
Continuance of the War in Livonia^ which 
were both made eafy in their executiorl ; 
the one in his being permitted to march 
hh German Troops into Lithuania, and thd 
other in putting off the Diet, which might 
have oppofed the War with Sweden, 

Augullm did not defer taking the Advan- 
tage which offered. He had reafon to ex- 
pert the Conqueror of the Mufcovites would 
direftly fall upon his Troops, as the Seafon 
admitted the Armies to keep the Fields 
His Deiign was to reanimate the Czar^intf^uAt to 
whom he believed difcouraged by the itlX^^-fl^ 
Succefs of the Battle of Narva; but waSwhopre- 
prcVented by that Prince, who exhorted ^^"^^ '^™- 
him to make vigorous Refolutions, and de- 
fired to concert Mcafures with him to re- 
venge the Check he had received. 

Thefe two Monarchs had a common 
Enemy to opfK)fe. The raean$ they be- 
lieved moft expedient to the Succefs of their 
Undertakings, were to enter into new En- 
gagements, and to ally therafelves more 
firmly with each other. They agreed uponxbyhavt 
an Interview at Birzen^ a fmall Town of^^ ^''^*'^^ 
Litbuama^ which lafted fifteen Days. In^'*'^' 
the midft of Pleafurcs carried to excefs, 

Y tht 
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'7<5^ the two Princes having aloioil an equal 
Inclimtion to them, Auguftus prefeoted t^y 
Czar a Plan of the War they were to e3i(B 
cute in concert. According to that Plan 
the Czar^ in the Month of yune^ was to 
bring two hundred thoufand Men into the 
Field. The King of Poland was to fupply 
him with fifty thoufand German Troops, to 
be hired from different Princes, who were 
to inilrud: the MuJHvites in tBilitary Difci- 
pline. The Cs^r on his part was to fend 
fifty thoufand Men into Poland^ to learn 
the Art of War^ and engaged to pay three 
Millions of RixdoUars in two Years to the 
King of Poland^ who agreed to keep up an 
Army of 28000 Foot, and 8000 Horfc* 
All ihefe Troops were to adl againil the 
King o£ Sweden in Livmna^ I^gf^^j aad 
Finland, fl 

cjuir ap- Nothing could be imagined more fatal w^ 
^hlZi''' ^"^^^^^^ and perhaps to a great part of £«^- 
»hc Wan r^pe^ as it was the certnin Method to dilct- 
pline the Mufcovite^. The Czar knew per- 
fe<Sly the Advantage of the Plan, and em- 
braced it, propofing to himfrff all the Coa^ 
fequences it leemed to promijfe in his fjlH 
vour, Thcfe Refolutions taken, the twW 
Monarchs went together to Mittau^ and 
from thence to viiic the Forts of Dunamun- 
der^ Orangeboom^ and Kokenhaufen^ where 
the SaxQfi Army was pofted in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Riga^ on the other fide of the 
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Dwina, After which they parted^ with a 
Promifc of fupporting each other, and gf 
not making a feparate Peace. The Czar 
fet out for Pieskmx?y and the King of Pp- 
iand for JVarfaw, 

jiuguftm on his Return to the Capital, Bifc^rT- 
did not' find it in the fame Tranquilhiy inj!;;^;f^[^* 
which it tppoired at bis Departure, lUzpoUnd^ 
was far from having difcharged the Sums 
he had promifed to pay before and aft^r 
his Coronation J for his Eftablifhment upon 
the Throne- It was confjdered> that if the 
Continuance of the War £hoiiId be refolved, 
he might be fo exhaufted as never lo have 
it in his power to perform thofe Engage- 
ments; which Grievance opened their Eyes, 
to others, that had not clfe been obferv^d* 
They began to murmur again at the Con- 
tinuance of the "Saxon Troops upon the 
Lands of the Rcpublick, contrary to the 
Laws of the Realm, and expreifed an Ap- 
prehenfion of the King's intending to op- 
prefs their Liberty. To thefe Grievances 
they added the Delay of the General Diet. 

In the Provinces the Difcontcnt was much ^^^ ;« th« 
greater, and they talked much higher than ^'^'^'**"** 
at Court. In a particular Diet held in 
Great Poland^ it was refolved to fend De- 
puties to the King, and to make the follow- 
ing Demands ; i. That he would order the 
General Diet to be held in the Month of 
May, 2. To conclude a Peace with Swidm* 
Y 2 3. T« 
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3p To put an end to the Troubles of Lifhu- 
am a. 4. To difmifs the Saxm Troops. 
5, To protefl againft the Royalty and Co- 
ronation of the Eleftor of BranienburgL 

Thofe Deputies had Audience the 20th 
of March. The King who perceived they 
cxprefled the Senfe of the Republick in ge- 
neral, thought his Addrefs neceflary upon 
the occafion. He gave them a gracious Re- 
ception, and told them, that in all his Afti- 
ons his fole View was the Glory of the 
Republick i that tho' the General Diet had 
been referred by the Senate to the Month 
of September y he would not fail to order its 
being held much fooner ; that he had taken 
that Refolutlon before their Arrival ; and 
• that they fhould have an Aniwer to their 
Demands Jn writing. 

The Diet was accordingly fummoncd for 
the 3orh oi May^ and Great Poland feemed 
to be fatisfied with the King's Compliance; 
But when it aflembled, their Complaints 
began again, and the Divifion of the Nun- 
cios appeared from the firft fitting, Thofe 
of Lithuania rcfufed to be prefent at the 
Mais of the Holy Ghoft, and the Procef- 
Con, becaufe the Marlhal Sapieba was pre- 
fent, bearing his StalF of Office. They did 
not abfent themlelves however from the 
Conferences, which were held for the No- 
mination of a Dircdor of die Aflembly, till 
a Marflial fliould be cleftcd* 
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The Staff of Marfhal was depofired with 
the Nuncio of Po/kama^ which was the 
only thing refolved upon without Debates. 
When it was propofed to compliment the 
King in their Formalities according to 
Cuftom, their Difcontent broke out. They 
complained in the warmcft manner of thei^ Con 
S^zxm Troops^ and computed the Damages ^'^"^^** 
they had occafioncd at twenty Millions* 
Somh of the Deputies went fo far as to fay, 
that Reparation ought to be demanded from 
the King, and that be fhould be defired to 
order his Troops not only to quit Pohmd 
and Litbuanw^ but alfo Livonia and Cour^ 
lani% and added that they would not pro- 
ceed to any Bufmefsj if the King did not 
xr^^ the* Republick Satis faftion. The 
more moderate faid, the King ought to be 
allowed time to confider their Demands, 
It was refolved at laft by the majority, to 
fend Deputies to the King, and to reprefent 
to him, that the Good of the Republick 
made it neceffary that he fhould difmifs 
his Troops, make Peace with Sweden^ re- 
move the German Miniders from his Coun- 
cil, and put an end to the Divifions of Zr- 
tbuania in regard to the Houfe of Sapieha. 

Auguftus anfwered, that he bad notun-Kmg's 
dertaken the War but for the Republick's^^^^J^*'^^ 
Advantage; that if it was judged contrary ™' 
to its Intereft to continue it, he was ready 
to difmifs hii Troops, upon condition he 
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'701. {hould be fecurcd from any Attempts of the 
^"^ King of Snoeden ; and that he would join 
with the Nobility to pacify the Troubles of 
Lithuania. This was in fome meafure to 
Docs not comply with every thing. The greateft 
fttiffythc p^j q£ ^^ Nuncio's were however not b^ 
tisfied with this Anfwcr, and judged the 
King was lefs inclined to give them Satii»- 
fa£tion than to elude their Den>ands. But 
as they did not agree among themfefnes, 
^ they refolved that each of the three Pro- 

vinces which form the Republick, (hould 
deliberate apart, and report their feparate 
Kefolutions to the Diet. This Expedient 
had no better Succefs. The Provincial Af- 
femblies were as much divided as the Gene- 
ral Aflembly, fo that the ImpoilSbility of 
their Agreement obliged them to demand a 
new Diet. The Choice of the Time was 
a new occafion for Debate. Some were for 
having it appointed for the 15th of Sep-r 
t ember 'y others for a Term more remote; 
and both Parties obftinate in their own 
Opinions They were compelled to refer 
the Decifion to the King, upon condition 
the Aflembly (hould be fummoned before 
the ift of January 1702. They de(ired 
ahb he would fix the time for the Departure 
of his Troops, interpofe his Authority in 
appea(ing the Troubles of Lithuania^ and 
remove General Flemming from the Office 
•f Ma/lcr of the Horfe of Lithuania^ to 



beftow that Poft in favour of a Liihu- i/O'- 
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The firft Deputy of Pojriania was charg- King $ 
ed with this Commiffion, having a6tcd as fj^J)^^^* 
Marfhal during this Diet. The King gave Dier. 
for anfwer, that he would fummon another 
General Diet for the 2 2d of December^ and 
difmifs his German Troops as fooa as the 
Peace with Sweden fhoutd be concluded* 
Upon which the Diet feparated without ta- 
king any Refolution. It was not adjourned 
to the Month of December^ bet entirely 
diflblved, in order to avoid the Complaints 
of thofe who had been referred to this Af- 
fembly for Satisfa£tion, 

Whilft Auguftus was employed in anfwer- The King 
ing the Complaints of the Poks^ and in pre- \l^^^*^^l 
venting their caking any violent RefoIutions^ofthePro- 
the King of Sweden was intent upon dif-^»^^« J: 
concerting the Projcds formed at the Jn-. S^^'^^ htm. 
terview of Birzen. The Conferences had 
been held in the Night, in order to render 
their Refuk more fecret. But that Precau- 
tion had been in vain, the King of Sweden 
having had a Spy at Birzen, who had in- 
duftrioufly infinuated Jiimfelf into the fami- 
liarity of the Socretaries of the Polijh and 
Ruffian Miniftcrsj from whom he got the 
Secret J which he loft no time in communi- 
cating to the Prince he ferved. 

The Swedes had pafled the Winter about 
Narva^ and the Saxons continued in their 
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^70^' Lines along the Dwinay in the Neighbour- 
^^^ " hood of Riga. Charles XII knew thofe 
Troops were to be augmented as foon a$ 
poffibie with 200Q0 CoJfackSy an4 ^ qiany 
Mufcovitesy and refolving to attack* them 
bctore the Arrival of that Reinforcement, 
began his March at the head of 15P00 Foot, 
and 50po Horfe. He advanced to the Dwi^ 
nay and undertook to pafs it in iight of 
the Saxons ported on the other fijle. From 
the 17th at night till the npxt Day, he en^- 
ployed in laying a Bridge from Rig^ to aft 
He paffei Ifland fituatc in. the middle qf the River. 
thcpwma^^^^ Battalions paffed it, and pn the ;8th ^t 
break of Day, embarked upon Boats of ^ 
new Invention, whofe fides being raifed 
. higher than ordinary, covered the 'XvooipSy 
and might be let down ro form a Bridge ipi 
favour of their landing. Thofe fix Battar 
lions came to the oppofite Shore in a Mo- 
rafs, and the Biiiks ranged upon the right 
and left, to fupporc them with thp Fire of 
;heir Cannon. What made their landing 
the eafier, was a great 'number of Boats 
laden with Hemp and wet Straw, to which 
^ they fee fire, and made a thick fmoke, that 
being driven by the Wind, which favoured 
the Swedes^ prevented the Saxons from fee- 
ing the Enemy, and by that means from 
^oppofing their Defcent. ' 
Ard beats As the Foot landed, they drew up be- 
tn^r^" ^^^ Chfvaux de Frijiy which ferved them 

for 



PooklV. iw^fr Augustus II. 

for an Intrenchment. The S axons ^ to the ^ 
number of five Battalions and lo Squa- 
drons, advanced to the Attack with vigour 
enough, but v^^hetherthe difadvantageof the 
Ground, or the intrepid Countenances of 
the Swedes daunted them, they retired to ^ 
dry place flanked by a Morafs and a Wood, 
v^^here their Artillery was planted, Charles^ 
encouraged by this firft Succefs, was not long 
without attacking them. He had befides 
15000 Men, and the Duke of C our land hut 
twelve. The Duke omitted nothing to api- 
mate his Troops. He had two Horfes killed 
under him, and attacked the King of 5^^- 
den'B Guard three times ^ but teing ftruck 
offhis Horfe by a Blow with the Cock of ^ 
Mufquet which a Swede gave him, his Ar- 
mv were terrify'd, and would fight no longer. 
Tne Soldiers endeavoured to fave themfelves 
by flight, and the Duke s Cuirafliers raifed 
him with great difficulty, and had no lefs 
trouble to carry him off thro' the prefs. 

That Prince began to rally his Troops at And pur. 
^ Tbompjdorp^ about five Miles above RigaJ^^^^^ 
The Swedes who purfued him obliged him 
to fly towards Koke7ibaufen where the main 
Body of the Saxon Army lay with 20000 
Mu/covrfes, who were come to join them. 
They did not think themfelves fafe there^ 
but returned into Lithuania under the Can- 
non of fi/rjsra, after having blown upjhe 
Fortifications of ^(?^m/ja///^/7. 

Th^t 
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That 'Defeat coft the King of Poland tL-. 
*^J2|p^bout 2000 Men, without reckoning 1500 
AdvanM^e Prifoftcr^, and a confiderable Booty. It had 
^^y^^ been preceded fomc Days before by another 
^ST^ Advantage gained by the Swedes over 6000 
MnfcevtMy 300c of whom were kft upon 
the place 5 and was followed with the lofs of 
Mittau the Capital of the Dotchy of Omr- 
tandy and of all the Places the Saxtms had 
feized with all their Magazine!^. They had ' 
nothing left but the Fort of Dunamundety 
which held out to the End of the Year. 
The Envoys of the Emperor, the King of 
Denmark and the States General, oBerei 
their Mailers Mediation to accommodate 
the Difference between the Kings of Poland 
and Sweden\ but the latter fluflied with the 
Succefs of his Arms reply'd, he could not 
give them Audience till the End of the Cam- 
paign. He had already formed the Defign 
of dethroning bis Enemy, which might 
have been confidered amongft Impoflibili- 
ties, if the Event bad not proved it other- 
wife. 
AupiBHs'$ The News of the Saxons Defeat being 
CoDcern. carried to fVarfaw^ threw thfe Court into the 
utmoft Confternation. Augujius was the 
more llruck with it as he knew they were 
the flower of his Troops, who had fufFffed 
the Sivfdes to pafs the Dzaina, and as he 
was fo far from expefting their Defeat, that* 
he flattered himfelf, his Army, reinforced by 
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the Mu/cQviies^ would be in a Condition to 
make no fmall Progrefs in Livonia. ^ 

That Prince regretted his being unable to 
put hioifelf at the Head of his Troops, 
which an Accident prevented. He had 
broke his Left Arm by a fall from his Horle, 
in returning from Dinner at a Country-Houfe 
two Leagues from Warfms). 

But if the King was afflicted with the De- Hi* %n%- 
feat of his Troops, the Malecon tents of the*^'^^ J*^^^* 
Kingdom i who were commonly called T^be 
Republicam^ were overjoyed at it. They 
forefaw that Augujim would be obliged at 
laft to make his German Troops quit the 
Kingdom, for they did not imagine that 
Poland had any thing to apprehend from the 
SweJiJh Arms. The Primate, if we mayP^l^^^fe 
believe him fincere at that time, was of the c^^^^in^ 
fame Opinion, as he cxprefs'd himfelf in a of 5itr*^». 
Letter to the King of Sweden^ which he wrote 
the 27 th of July by the Advice of the Se- 
nate. He told him the fincere Friendihip 
the PolfJ?j Nation always preferved for its 
Neighbours, the Love of Juftice, their 
Senfe of the Uncertainty of Events and the 
Faith of Treaties fubfifting between Poland 
and Sweden^ had prevented their engaging 
in the prefent War: That it had appeared 
in the laft General Diet, that the King of 
Poland entering into the Sentiments of thofe 
who inclined to Peace, dcfircd nothing fo 
much as the Concluiiora of the War. That 
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if Heaven nevcrthelcfs decreed othcrwifc, he 
conjured his Swedijh Majefty in the Name 
and Senfcof the whole Republitk, not to com* 
Biit any Hoftilitics upon^ and lead of all to 
invade the Frontiers of the Kingdom, or thi 
Provinces in its dependance ; that your Ma- 
jefty, added he, may preferve the fame 
Friendftiip for us, which the Republick has 
always retained inviolable for you. 
Deputies The Nobil i ty of Lithuania fen t at the fame 
renttothat^;„)g two Deputies to -King Cfjarles^ with a 
Memorial almoft in the feme Terms. After 
having reprefcntcd that the Republick was 
a Body diftindt from the King; that it was 
in perfect Amity with the Crown of Sive^ 
detiy and had never confented to the Invafion 
of Livonia, they defired he would order his 
Troops to retire from the Towns and Fron-. 
tiers of Poland. They affured him of their 
Religious Obfervance of the Treaty of Oliva, 
and that they Ihould have no part in any 
Meafures that might glve^ him. caufe of 
Offence. 

.The King of Sweden would not confent 
that the whole Republick had maintained 
inviolably their Friendfliip with Sweden* 
Many Members of that great Body had fa» 
voured Augujlm\ Enterprife upon Livonia^ 
and Numbers of Poles had been fcen in hi 
Army: Befides Charles was not ignorant, that 
the Republick had fuffered the Ice to be 
broke, withdefign to be of the Party if the 
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Enierprife (hould fucceed. That Monarch J 7^^ 
nevertheleft anfwcr'd the Piimate in a Stile j^^^ ^n- 
which eKprefs*d no Refentmeiit to the Pip/ej-.fwertothe 
He declared himfelf fatisfied with the Re-^"^^^^ 
publick in refped to the War Auguftm had 
made upon him, and profefTed his having it 
much at heart to lupport a good Cof- 
refpondencewith chem: He added, that his 
Con ci nuance in Courland ought not to give 
them any Umbrage, and that as Duke Fer^ 
dinand had publickly taken part in the War, 
he could do no lefs than ule the Right ic 
gave him again ft a declared Enemy. He 
concluded with faying, " 1 am not igno* 
'* rant of the Misfortunes of the Republick, 
*' nor the Opprcffion^ they fuffer from the 
" Sa^on Troops, nor the Violation of their 
" Liberties by King Augujlus^ who there- 
*^ by renders himfelf unworthy the Throne 
** he poflefles ^ for which Reafons I am rea- 
" dy to affift the Republick with all my 
** Power in the Defence of its Laws and 
" Liberty " 

Two things hindered this Letter from theOb^^dei 
EfFea the King of Sweden propofed. Thei',^"" 
Offer he made of delivering Poland from 
Oppreffion, alarmed a Nation not apt to ap- 
prove their Neighbours intermeddling with 
their Affairs. The Idea of an Army of 
Foreigners ready to enter the Kingdom, 
roufed their Attention and forced them to 
think of warding the Blow, by putting it 
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into Auguftui^ Power to refift an Enemy 
who was fo bold to undeftake to dethrone 
Him, But what determined them, and 
changed their Difcontent into Confidence 
and Tendcrnefs, was the Step Augu/lm took 
in difmiffing the Saxm Army. The Re- 
moval of the foreign Troops, leaving irom 
thenceforth no room for Complain t> dif- 
pcUed the Umbrage which had been taken, 
and all People cxprefs'd as much Zeal for 
the Defence of his Perfon and Dignity, as 
Difpofition before to abandon him. The 
Primate himfelf^ tho* of Intelligence with 
Charles for dethroning Augujius^ fent circu- 
lar Letters into the Palatinates^ wherein he 
reprcfented, that the bad Succefs of the 
King's Arms nearly affefted the Republick, 
which ought, fays he, to be as much united 
with him as the Head with the other Mem- 
bers of the Human Body. He enlarged up- 
on the Methods that had been taken to re- 
concile the two Kings at War, and to en- 
gage the King of Sweden to fparc the Fron- 
tiers, and nrraintarn a good Correfpondence 
wirhthc Republick, He obferved, that as 
Augnjius had withdrawn his Army not only 
from C ma-land but Litbuaniay it was the 
Duty of the Republick to provide for the 
Safety of his Perfon, who was then defti- 
ture of Troops. The prefent danger} con- 
tinued he, is not at the Door but in the 
Houfe, and Means muft be found to deliver 

us 
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us fr6m k immediately without the lofs of 1701, 
time in long Deliberations* c<>rXJ 

Tlie King wrote circular Letters at the The 
fame time, in which he fignified to the No-^^^S'^*^ 
biiity, that in compHance with the Repub-iheNobi- 
licfc, he had fcnt back his Troops to^^^y* 
Saxmy: That by fo doing he found hioifclf 
void of all Defence^ and expofed to all the 
Conqueror flioold think fit to undertake;; 
and chat the Rcpublick, having itfelf but a 
fmall Number of Troops, was in the fame 
Danger with himfelf Upon this News, 
the Palatinates of Cracow^ Luhiin and Sem- 
domify affijred him by their Deputies, that 
they were refolved to fupport him with 
their Lives and Fortunes, The Pi^f^tinate^^^^^^^ 
oiCujavia further applied to the Primate, Brimaic 
dcfiring him to write to the King of Swe^ 
den% That as the Rcpublick had not made 
it their Requeft that he woi^ld take any 
part in their Affairs upon him, they hoped 
he would not attempt any Thing in preju- 
dice of the Fidelity due to their Sovereign, 
The other Palatinatn o£ Poland declared 
gll fuch Enemies to their Country, who did 
not employ their utmoft Power in Confer- 
vation of the Honour, Reputation and Per- 
fon of the King. As to the LitbuantMns 
they were filent, their Divisions continuing 
■ as great as ever. 

I The Clear till then had not been in haftec«iir*i Ar- 
I to execute the Plan concerted with Augujhs^'^'^^^^^^^* 
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. at the Inccrview of Birzen. The bad Far*- 
tune of the Saxon Army had abated his Ap- 
dor %o revenge his Lofs at the Battle of 
Narva j beOdes which he faw Auguftui w&$ 
aot in a Condition to alTift him with the 
50000 Men that were to be railed ia the 
Empire, He contented himfelf with fcod*- 
ing 20000 Mufcovites into Lroonia^ who 
ibmetimes came to Blows with the Swedes^ 
but almoft always with lofs, and at laft re- 
tired into their own Country- 

jiugtijius had no AlTiftance to expe£t but 
from the Poks^ yet he feemed to have rea-^ 
fon CO rely upon them* Every Day new 
Deputies from particular Diets afliired 
him that the Nobility would take his De^ 
fence upon Thenifelves. The Senate camo 
to a Refolution to declare War upon Charles^ 
if he pcrfijfted to purfue his Conquefts; and 
after the Senate had taken that Stcp^ the 
artful Primate could not avoid writing to 
the King of Sweden^ as he had been call'd 
upon to do by the Palatinate of Cujavia, 
The Stile of this Letter was pathetickj its 
Expreflions infinuating and feeming to flow 
from a Spirit of Concord and Jufticej 
Snares into which the Mind of Man natu* 
rally falls^ when unaware of their Motives 
who make ufe of them. 

Charles, who knew the Cardinal's real In- 
tentions, was not at a lofs for Behaviour* 
Far from being prevaird upon by the Pri- 
mate's 




ioSKT^^mmer A u g u s t u s IL^ 5 j7^ 

mate's Exhortations to ufe his Fortune with i7ok 
Moderation, his Anfwer difcover'd, he was " 
more fenfible to the Glory of his Revenge, 
than to that of conquering his Referttment* 
He declared he fliould preferve the ancient ^!)^^^"^^ 
Amity and good Intelligence with the Re-fwer, 
publick, provided they did not interfere in 
the unjuft War th^ King of Poland had 
made upon him^ that it was as juft as ne- 
ceflary to the common Intereft, to remove 
a King from the Government who had in- 
fringed the Privileges of the Polijh Nation^ 
and to give him a Succeflbr, in whom they 
might have more reafon to confide, and who 
might not be fo dangerous a Neighbour, 

This Letter had not a like EfFc£t with e- v^nom 
very Body. If it piqued a great Number ?^^^*o* 
of Foks in point of Honour, and engaged 
them to refolve upon the Defence and Pre- 
fcrvacion of their Sovereign's Dignity -, fome 
it intimidated^ who apprehended the En- 
trance of a viftorious Army upon the 
Lands of the Republick, and others it en- 
couragedj who till then had been content- 
ed to cabal in Secret, Thefe laft took off 
the Mask now, and began to declare pub- 
lick ly for Liberty and Juft ice, tho' it was 
fcarce known what they meant by thofe 
Expreflions. 

The Divifion and Diforders were ftillBirorJerf 
greater in Lithuarm. As long as the i'*?- ^7^^'^^*''^ 
mhas faw the King in a Condition to fup- 
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1701. pore thenij they adhered rothac Prince; but 
when rfaey underftood he had difmhled his 
TrcK>ps» and they had no farther AfTiftaiiCQ 
to esrpeft from him, they had recourfe to 
the King of Su^eden^ and entered into En- 
gagements to favour his Deligns, But at 
the fa the time Ogifiski and his Party by a 
Condudtvery extraordinary, wentoTeno^//- 
guftus^ engaged themfelvcs to ferve hitn, and 
promTfed to fupport his Intcreft at the ha* 
zard of their Lives and Fortunes. 

The King of Sweden had ordered fomc 
Companies of Dragoons to march to the 
Relief of the Sapiehm^ who polled them to 
guard the Pafs of Kroting. Thofe Troops 
were in all but two hundred Men, Ogtn- 
ski immediately marched at the Head of 
2QOO to attack them. Notwithftanding thfc 
^^M '"^^ Superiority of Number he was repuls'd with 
wUiiioCi. loft; and there began the Rupture between 
the Litbuaniam and the Sivedes. King 
CJbarks, who till then h^d ordered his 
Troops to commie no Violences, fent a new 
0etachment of 2500 Men into Litbuama^ 
under the Command of Colonel Httmer^rer 
a Scot^ with Orders to ihew no favour, and 
[0 attack Ogimki wherever he could meet 
with him. Soon after he followed that De- 
tachmenc in Perfon a.t the Head of his 
Horfe-guard and iooo Grenadiers. 

Ogimki was polled near Pii'zen with 
14000 Men, Wlulil the King of Sweden 
trt-tiii 2 was 



Was upon his Marcli towards hltn, he had ^ ^"^^'^ 
detached 4000 Men with Orders to ruin the 
Lands of the Chancellor Radztvil^ who 
had taken Party with the Sapiehas, Thq 
Kiag of Sweden took that Opportunity to 
attack him- At his approach Oginski drew 
up in Battle and flood the fir ft Sliock with 
great Refolation : But upon the King's ap- 
pearing at the Head of 500 GrenadierSj tne 
Lithuanian Horfe, who couJd not itippo^t f^^^*^^^^^^*'^ 
their Fire, took to their Heels and dilpu ted gun, " 
tlie Vidiory no longer. Charles after that 
made no fcruple to quarter his Troops in 
Lithuania and the Province of Samcgilia, 
and publifhed a Declaration importing, he 
would not ceafe to purfue Oginski and his 
Party till the Sapiehas had Juflice done 
them. 

The Swedes about the fame time had aflo* j^^^Yiot* 
ther Advantage, King Charles had no de^ iurrei<i;;n' 
figh to befiege the Fort of Dunamunder m ^" ^^= 
form, but was contented to block it up and ^^ '^^ 
throw fome Bombs into it. Colonel Canitz^ 
who commanded the Fortj finding himfelf 
reduced to Extremity without Ammuniti* 
on or the hope of Relief, and with only fif- 
ty four Men capable of Service, deli red to 
capitulate^ and fent Count Dahlberg a 
Scheme of the Conditions upon which he 
offered to furrender. Thole Conditions 
were immediately difpatch'd to the King, 
tho' ic was not believed he would agree to 



2 2 



them. 




Tjoe Hiftory of Poland Book IV, 

them, and that he would refolvc tb have 
the Place at Difcretion ; but that Opihioa 
was a Miftakc. Charles admired the G(>- 
vemor's Fidelity, praifcd his Courage; and 
as a Mark of his Efleem granted him as ho^ 
nourable a Capitulation as he could de£re* 
It was figncd the 21ft after a Blockade of • 
four Months, and the Garrifon marched out 
the ntxi Day. 
General The feme Day the Fort of Dunamunder 
Diet at fufrcndiered, the General Diet opened at 
^^rfaw. jfTarfanv. The Staff of Marfhal of the Diet 
was prefcnted provifionally to the Nuncio 
of Siradia^ who accepted it. But when 
the Election of Marfhal was propofed, three 
of the Deputies faid, their Inflrudlions werc^ 
not to confent to it before the Troubles of 
Lithuania fhould be compofed. The Nun- 
cios of the Dutchy warmly oppofed that 
Demand, and Zaradeck Standard-bearer of 
the Province of Samogitia^ read a pafTagc 
in his Inflrudlions, which gave no fmall 
trouble to the Diet. It was thereby exprefly 
diredted, that the Nuncios of that Province 
fhould confent to an Accommodation with 
the Houfe of Sapieba, upon penalty of 
their. Honour and Eflatcs; that they fhould 
{^oceed immediately to the EiecSion of the 
Marfhal, that Sentence fhould pafs upori the 
Sapiebas^ and that they ftiould be declared 
Infamolis cind Enemies of their Country, 

''' y .■ Zvmbec 
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' Zemi^c^ Referendary of the Crown, being '7^^- 
permitted to jpeak on the 23d, advifed the^^^!^^^^^ 
Diet to try gende Means for compoling the^naJe. 
Divifions of Lithuania^ and that Depfuies 
fhoyld afterwards be fent to the King of 
Sweden^ to demand that he would retire 
from the Republick. Three Deputies of 
Little Poland iupponcd this Propolal with 
their Voices, Zaradeek ftrongly oppofed it 
and repeated what he had laid the D.iy be- 
fore. The Nuncios of Podlachia replyM> 
that the Princes of the Houfe of Sapieha 
could not be treated as Enemies to their 
Country nor declared Infamous, as they 
were not convifted of any Crime. A Nun- 
cio of Czer^fa reprefented, that the Titles 
of Infamous and Enemies of their Couatry, 
were more applicable to the Republicans 
of Litbuitma, who were for acknowledging 
the King as abfolute Mafter; To which 
Recriminatiofi the Lithuanians did not 
think fit to reply. One of them on the 
contrary protefted, that all Lithuania were 
not averle to an Accommodation with the 
Houfe of Sapieha^ and that' a great Num- 
ber of the Nobility defired nothing more 
paflionately, than that equitable Means 
might be found to appeafe their DifFerences. 
Upon the Rcprefentation of Humieniski^ 
Nuncioof ^?^i?, the Provilional Marftial 
was direfted to demand of the King, whe- 
ther he lincercly defired, that the Ditfe- 
Z 3 rencc4 
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^y;^ Fences of Lithuania Ihould be accoiiiU^ 
dated. \r'-^- 

Other The King^s Anfwcr wafi expeSed thfe^thk'^ 

Propofali. Sitting: But they were told by the Marffedi^ 
that he could not ventage m make arty fiich 
Propofel to his Majefly, as the Diet ba^ aOt 
been unanimous in their Refokition. UfKMl 
which three Nuncios of Ma^v^ia pfopofej^ 
that the Marihal (hould be direSed t^ ffifiafce 
the following Demands to the King. i. Whe- 
ther he knew any Means for compofing the 
Troubles oi Lithuania^ 2. To degrade thofe 
who had advifed the War in Li'ooma. J* To 
fend home the reft of the Saxon Troops, 
who continued in the ProvifKe of MmGBvm. 
All the Deputies agreed to chefe Pf of)©fal^ 
and the Aflembly adjourn6d till aftir r^ 
Holidays. 
Trovific- The 29th the Provifional Marflwil r^pofl-* 
flii^Rc' ^ ^is Commiffion. He fakl, the King had 
port. given him for Anfwer. i . That he had done 
every Thing that depended on him, towards 
compofing the Troubles of Lithuania^ but 
that his good Intern had not been attended 
with the Effe<iFhe could have wiflied, -and 
defired the Rcpublick would confuk fuch 
Mea-ns as (hould be tnore conducive ^o^the 
End propolbd. 2. That be ^id not kw>w 
there wier^ any Gerinan Troops in MazoFvia^ 
and that if there were, he would 'give Or- 
ders for them to remove. 3. That be had 
declared already hfe Motives for tindcrtak- 
'*:.'•' ing 
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ing the War in hiv^nia^ which was in dlf- J7oi* 
charge of the PaBa Conventay by which he 
was obliged to reunite the Provinces to the 
Crowrii that had been wrefled from it. Se- 
veral Debates enlued that Day. It had been 
profKjfed, that the whole Aflembly fliould 
attend the King, to beg he would apply 
himfelf efFedually to remedy the Divi lions 
of Lithuania^ and the Diet could not agree 
upon that Point, 

The 30th it was agreed, that the Mar-Orderg^ 
fhal fliould attend the King, andintreat him^''^^'"^| 
to order the Treaties to be again fet on 
Foot, that had begun, in regard to the Li~ 
tbuanian AfFairSj and to fix a Time and 
Place /or the Deputies of the Diet and thofe 
of the Senate to meet. The King gave 
them his Anfwer the next Day, which was, 
that upon the Reprefentation of the Nobility 
he would order thofe Treaties to be again 
fet on foot, and nominated the Senators pre- 
fcnt for Commifii oners. Upon which the 
King was farther de fired, that thofe Trea- 
ties might be concluded in three Days, 

As foon as the Conferences begun, the 17*^*. 
Senators Commiflioners made a great many 
Difficulties* Among other Things they 
could not confent to the General Amnefty, 
to which the Houfe ofSapeha refufed to a- 
gree. They infifted ftrongly upon the Pu- 
nijQbment of thofe who had killed the Young 
f riace Sapieka, Great Mafter of the Horfe 
Z 4 of 
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»70i. of Lithuania^ and the Lithuanians on the 

^^^"^^^^^ contrary pretended, that as they had con&titr. 

cd to an Accpnimodation, the Houiib.af iSWn 

picba qught not to oppofe a General OUiviQiii 

of all that had paft. In fine after foaic De>- 

bates, it -was agreed the i6th of Jarmary^ 

bhihmcnt*' That Ac Houfe of Sapieba ihould be 

of the " rercftabliflied in all itfr Fortunes; ■ Ho- 

Houfeof « nours. Offices and Prerogatives, enjoyed 

" Injuries and Damages, done by either 
*' Party during the Troubles, fhould be for- 
" gotten, and {aj pardon'd by the General 
'^ Amnefty, which had been granted : That 
V the. Difpute between the Houfesof S^/Z^A^^ 
•* and Radzivil^ in refpe<ft to the Guardian^. 
** (hip of the Princefs of Newburgby /hould 
" be referred to the Arbitration of jfome Per- 
** fons of Authority. 

This Accommodation was figncd > the 
17th by the two Parties, After which 
they went to the Great Churchy where 
t,he TV ^eum was fung with the Service of 
Thankfgiving. The General Diet then re- 
fumed its Deliberations; to conclude upon 
an JEmbafly to be fent to the King of S*w€^ 
den J to eled: a Marflial, and to confidcr the 
feveral Points that concerned the prefent 

Sta^e 

^ •■ •' 

(4) A certain Canon, named Veozoo. was excepted from 
'^ ~ '^9^, jind was to be tryed as a'^ingleadar in the Mut* 
c young Prince Safteha. 
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State of the Nation, But the Nuncios were i7ov* 
divided amongft thcmfelves, and the Diet^ j^^^j. 
obferving it impoflible to come to any breaks up 
Refolutions, broke up tumultuoufly the 7th ^^*J}Jt^^^ 
of Feiruarv* 

To fuppiy the want of the General Diet's a Gf^?t 
Refolutions, Augujim called a Great Coun- ^Jj^^^"^}^^^^ 
ciL The Points he propofed to their Con- 
fide rat ion, explained the Difficulties he was 
under- He asked. What Means were to be 
ufed for driving the Swedes out of Lithu^ 
aniaf Whether the Senate could not find 
a more fuitable Remedy than the EmbalTy 
propofed to be fent to the King oi Sweden? 
In cafe that Embafly took place, what Per- 
fons fliould be charged with it? What the 
' Subftance of it fhould be, and how the 
I Sums neceflary for the Expencc fliould be 
I, raifed? What Anfwer was to be given the 
!' Mufcovite Ambaflador who defired Audi- 
ence, and whether an Embafly fliould be 
1 fcnt to the Czarf What Methods were to 
be taken for the fafety of the King and 
Repubiick, in cafe the Swedes fhould ad- 
vance further into the Kingdom? To what 
new Means recourfe was to be had to fup- 
ply the Expcnces of the Artillery, Ammu- 
nition, and Army? 

The Confideration of thefc Articles em- .J^^5 
ployed the Council^ when the King lent the p^^p^ig^ 
Palatine of Marienhurgli to make two fur- 
ther Propofals* Firft, he offered to pay out 

of 
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1701. of his owrj Goffers, two (J^artcrs fi^^n 
^^y^ 'to the Crown- Army^ upo« cjonditsfijOi'^f^ 
vould affift livn againft the JCing.pf.fijM;^^ 
den. Secondly, he dctaandcd Permiijiop ^ 
*.* i^cal 12000 Savons into the Kingdpm, tO; 

'\\; joiri liiiat Arpciy. T*^e Primate's AD(\\rer^ i^ 
the Name of the AflcmWy^ j^aye /^jffide;jt 
reafoQ to bdipye him of JateUigencc W{{^ 
fhie King of Sweden. JEJc fajd ii;,rcgaM dq; 
the firfE Pointi \i w6uld he ?n yni^cxGlikry 
£xpence, as the Army woidd not je;igijge in 
that War without the Confppt o/:the Rc- 
pubiicJk. For the ^cond, his ^^nli^er w^Sj 
thit he would not advife the JCing t^ ord^ 
the Return x>f his Savon Troops, a^ i t ^oul^ 
te a cerraiji Meaos tp e?jcit§ rjew TrQutrf^ 
in the I5.inj;dom. 
Rcfolati- The Great Council did A.ot omit thp i)e- 
^^{"y^cifion of fev.eral Points; .anjon^ others that 
' the Pofpdlite (houjld mount on horiebaeki 
that the Rcpublick qaight be in a Condition 
of Defence in cafe of neceffity; that thg 
K-ing jfliould ^pply to the Pow.ers, O^iaran- 
tees of xhe Treaty of Oli'va^ to ufe their 
Offices for the fopport of that Treaty ^ that 
he fliould give Audience to the '^ffiovite 
Arabaflador ; That he ihould po.t appoiot 4 
Minifter to relide at the. Csr^r^s Court, jiut 
by the Confent of the approachiqg Dic.t; 
and that the Emba% propofed fliould be 
fcnt to the King of ^h^dof. . ! 
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Augn^us, under the neceffiry of referring ^7^1 ■ 
feimifelf to the DifcretioB of the Senate, en- ^^J^ 
deavoured at Icaft to fupport the Dignity offends one 
die Crown. He fent Fm Sacken^ one of hi6^,^]|'|!^^j^|.^ 
Cliambcrlains, into Litbuafda^ to notify tohmstothc 
King Charles, that the EmbalTy of the Re- ^'"§ ^^ 
poblick was preparing to let out, and to 
<icfire to know in wbac Place he would 
pleafe to receive, and give it Audience, But 
as the Chamberlain had qot had tihe Precau- 
tion to take the Primate's Paffport, he was 
laid under an Arreft^ as coming jfrona an 
Enemy Prince. 

The Einbafify fet outj and was cotnpofed Repub- 
©f fivie Senators, the Wah)ode Gakskf\ ^unt ^^^* f^^ 
Tm^k^ jhs two Krijpms^ and OginskL TheythuPHncc 
-met the King of Sweden at Dlagowietz^ 
fonae Miles on thie fide Graino', for Charles^ ^y^% 
iiaving left Garrifons in Ibme Pkces of the ? 

Durchy of Lithuania^ had began his Mardh 
towards Poland. That Prince gave Audi- 
<rnce to the Ambaffadors in his Tent, In 
their Difcourfe to him the Arabafladors de- 
lired be would not break the Treaty witft 
tiie "RepuHick, fpare the Country^ and per- 
init them to treat with his Mijiifters. Count 
jPi^franfwered in cbe Name of his Mafter, 
ichat their Prapofals were agreeafble; that 
Ob^ries had not taken Arms but m the De- 
&nce of his DotiMniQiis agaii^ the Invafion 
/©fan Enemy ; tlmt hi&Conduft was founded 
.in &^ Aight of Nature and Nations; that 
^ '^'v - he 
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he was at the fame time going to employ 
his Arms for the Repofe and Safeiy of the 
Rcpubljck, and aflured himfelf that all good 
PqUs would aft in concert with him. /J' 
Cbaries pTomiikd further to appoint Com- 
zniffioners to ueat with them, and named a 
Place for the holding thofe Conferences^; 
l^ut whether he believed it improper to de- 
ay his March, or did not find tiie Repub- 
Jick fufticicntly inclined to enter into his 
Meafures, he ordered them to be told, die 
Who ad- Conferences fhould be held at JVarfaw^ and 
immediately began his March towards that 
Capital. Upon his way he publilhed a Ma- 
nifcfto^ in which he declared he would not 
quit the Kingdom, till the King oi Poland^ 
his and the Republick's Epemy, was re- 
turned to Saxony^ and till his Succeflbr was 
eleftcd. He invited the Polei to join with 
him, and endeavoured to prove, that his 
and their Intereft was the fame. 

After this publick Declaration he conti- 
nued his March towards Warfaw^ at the 
head of loooo Men. The King had left it 
four Days before the Approach of the Swe^ 
dijh Army, He fet out the i6th of May^ 
and withdrew to Cracow ; whither the 
Pope's Nuncio, the imperial Minifters, and 
thofe of the Czar followed him, A fmall 
number of Senators went alfo thither. Be- 
fore his departure he had held a Council 
with thema in which it had been refolved, 

that 
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that the Crown-Army (hould take the Field; 
that it fhouM aflemble the 26th of the in- 
ftant Month of May nczr Leopold^ and that 
the King might there join it with the 6000 
Saxons^ allowed him for his Guard by the 
PaSla Co^iveutai but it was infifted upon 
that they ftiould be commanded by the 
Crown General J and that they fhould quit 
the Kingdom as foon as a Peace fliouJd 
be concluded; That jitdgufius ihould pub- 
iifli the Unlverfalia for the affembling the 
Provincial Diets, in order to their iiipply* 
ing the Succours ceceffary in the prcfent 
State of AiFairs: That the King and Pri- 
mate fliould defjre the Powers, Guarantees 
of the Treaty of Oltva^ and principally the 
Emperor, to interpofe his good Offices for 
the concluding a Peace with the King of 
Sweden I and that they fliould agree to grant 
the Titlt of King of Prujfm to the Eleftor 
of Brandenburgfjy whicii had been hitherto 
contefl;ed. 

Aiiguftus^ before his ItwmgWarfaw^ pub- He fmn- 
liflied his Univerfalia for aflembling thc^°"**-*^^ 
Pofpolite for the aad of the Month, and ^^**"*' 
fent Orders into Saxony for four Regiments 
of Foot, each of 1800 Men, and four Re- 
giments of Horfe of 1200 each, to march 
immediately to the Frontiers of Sikja, But 
before thofe Troops could poflibly aflemble, 
the King of Sweden was at the Gates of the 
Capital The 23d he pafled the Vifiala^ 

and 
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and went incognito to Warfmif to kt die 
City J after which he returned to Pragui^ 
where the grcatcft part of his Army arrived 
th€ next Day. The 25th a Dccachmeoi 
pgffed the River, prcfented themfelves before 
Warfaw^ and fummoncd the Burghers to 
furreoder the Place. The Commandant at 
fir ft made lome difficulty for form fake, bur 
foon opened the Gates, and received the 
Swedes^ who took the Pofts every where. 
The few PoUjh Troops in the Citadel 
marched out, and were efcortod to foma 
diftancc upon their way. 

The PrimaLte, who retired from Warfaw 
before Augyjius left it, could not in decency 
avoid writing to King Charles^ in regard to 
his having entered the Kingdom. Th^c 
Prince returned an immediate Anfwer, and 
defired him to come to Warjkw^ to confer 
with him upon the moft convenient Mea- 
fures for the re-eftabli(liment of the pub- 
lick Tranquillity. The Primate, who would 
not yet take off the Mask, behaved much 
in the fame manner as the Govcmbr of 
Warfaw had done. He affeftcd great diffi- 
culty in complying with Charles^ Demand, 
and pretended that Prince muft firft grant 
him certain preliminary Circumftanccs; but 
confcnted at laft to what he defired. 

He had occafion for fome Pretext to ex* 

cufe this Behaviour, and was not at much 

pain to find it. He had recourfe to Perfidy, 

^ He 
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Ife faW Atigufim was reduced to fuch Ejt- 
tHimrra as to accept all Pfopofals, that 
g^e Wm the ieaft Pf ofpeft of ^n Accom- 
mtJihiriOf!- He went to wait on him, and 
infuiuiiied that Charki was not avcl-fe to ft 
reafcmable Agreement, Augujim^ who, as it 
was 'ttiTnoiired, had already gone fo faf as 
m ask Peace by the * Couniefs of Cm^ings^ 
mark^ whom he had charged with a leeret 
CormYiifhon to the S'wedtfi Monarch, was 
far from re)efting fuch a Pj'opofal. He coii- 
fented that the Primate fhould go to fVar^ 
fnw^ with the Count Lfcmmkf\ Great Trea- 
fumr of the CroWn, who had Approved the ^ 

Scheme for dethroning him, "'^ 

Thieir Interview was at Prague with no Hff inter^T 
great Cenemony, in a Chamber not fo rn^chJ'iJ^^^^ji*^ 
as hung with Tapeftry, and ifi the Prefenceof ^w^iw* 
of the Duke of Holbein Charles's Brother- 
ift-kw, Count Piper his firft Minifter, and 
federal of his General Officers. The King 
sidvanced three Steps to receive the Pf inriatei 
who made him a Compliment in Latin^^ 
to which Count Piper replied in Frenck^ 
After which the Conference began and kfted^ 
a quarter of an hour. They had others fof 
federal Days fucceffivcly, Tlic dethroning 

f It was fa id that Coiinferi, a^ mucii cckbratccf fpr Wh 
u Beamy, had been at chc Sw&dijh Gimp, lo open a fecrec 
■ft eaty of ^tiu, bvtt that iht King of "^UiJm tvbiild rtdt ftt 

^iM Augujius 
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Augufim was their principal Subject; and 
Dehmnc-^^^ King of Sweden declared that he would 
iftent of not quit Poland till he had driven Augujim 
^•^^***, entirely out of it, and given the Poles zno 
ther King, The Primate, who law this 
Declaration tended to the Completion of his 
Projefl, communicated it immediately to 
the Paiatinafes. He afFeded an extreme 
concern upon the occafion^ but at the fame 
time obferved the Impoflibility of difputing 
the Vigor's Pleafure, 
*I^« The Affairs of Augujiui however were 
^y^j^^^ not fo entirely defperatc, and Charles had 
ftill a great deal of Bufinefs upon his hands, 
before he could aflure himfelf of carrying 
things as he thought fit. It was neceffary 
firft to difperfe the Saxon Army, which was 
come to its Mafter's Relief, and to reduce 
the Palatinates of CracoWy Siradia^ Senda^ 
mir, Wolhiniay and Great Poland^ who had 
declared for Atiguftus^ and were far from 
approving an Etiterprize, of which they 
had hitherto not fo much as heard the 
leaft mention. For this Reafon only the 
Succefs of a Battle could give the Superio- 
rity to the King of Sweden, or keep Au^ 
Amfufim gujius upon the Throne, The latter was 
!bf March ^^ fully pcrfuadcd of this^ that he fent Ex- 
r.f his preffcs perpetually to haften the March of 
Troi^pi. Ijjg ^^^Q^ Troops. As faft as they arrived 
he reviewed them in Perfon, recommending 
his Interefts to them at the fame time. He 

alfo 
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alfo puWiflied bis Univcrfalia, in which he i^^*- 
ordered the whole Nobility to mount on ^'^''^ 
horfjdaack, and 'to join him upon, pain of 
Coniifeation of Fortune. He gave tnc fame ' " '" 
Command to the Crown- Army, and offered 
to pay them diredtly half a Year's Arrears* ; 

The Nobility of the Palatinate of Cr^^^w . 
came in throngs to offer him their Service; 
and promifed to ihed the laA: Drop of their 
Blood to fupport him upon the Throne. 
The Crown-Army, or at leaft a Body of 
Troops under that Name, obeyed his Or- ^ -f/o 
ders, and the Saxon Troops, who had \J,"^ 
marched with the utmoft Diligence, were 
already arrived. They formed all together 
an Army of 22000 Men. Encouraged by And 
this force, Augujlm began his Mardi inU]^^*;!!"^^ 
quefl of the Enemy, whofe Army he knew the Enemy 
was not half fo ftrong as his own; The 
two Kings met at CItffbw the 19th of July. 
General Flemming was advanced with a De- 
tachment of 3000 Men, to obferve the 
Enemy's Motions, and. prefently came up 
with their advanced Guard. He fent im- 
mediately to inform the King of Palandi 
who ordered him to halt, and not begin 
the Battle till the whole Army had joined 
him. 

The King of jS''Z£;^^^;2 began the Attack, who at- .^ 
He made his left Wing advance for the Ad- J^;»*™ 
v^tagc of flanking the Right of Augujius\ 
Army, compofed of Polijh Troops, and 
A a covered 
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covered m front by a Moraft. Cbttrks^ at 
the head of his Guards, fprung forwards 
into the midft of the Poiip Squadrons, 
who unable to ftand the Shock, were forced 
to give way, and tell in among the SaxvH 
TroopSj whom they put into diforder. At 
the fame rime the left Wing, compofed of 
the Sa^eon Troops, had attacked the Right 
of the Swedes^ which received clieir firft 
Fire withouE moving from their Ground. 
Charles^ who already afliired himfelf of 
Viftory, flew to the Relief of hi^ Troops, 
His Pl'elence redoubled their Courage, and 
they drove upon the Saxons with fueh fury 
as made them give way, jfugu/ius did 
all that could be expefted from a Prince 
who fought for his Crown. He rallied his 
Troops feveral times, and charged at the 
head of ihfem in Pcrfon, but wa« ftill i^- 
pulfed with lofs. He h^d 3500 Men killed 
or wounded, and loft forty two Pieces of 
Cannon, with all his Baggage. The Swedes 
had only about 1200 Men killed or wound- 
ed. The Duke of Holftein Gotiorp, Bro^ 
ther-in-law to the King of Sweden^ was a- 
mongft the dead, his Back having been 
broke in the beginning of the Battle by a 
Cannon-fhot. 

The Viftor intent upon making the moft 
of his Succefs, marched direftly to Cracow^ 
irt purfuit of King Augujius^ who was it- 
tired thither, and quitted that City when 

he 
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he was apprized of the Swedes approach. 
On the nth o( Au^uft the Burghers were 
fummoned to furrender, and in cafe of Re- 
fufal were threatened with the Cannon. The 
Magiftrates did not think proper to wait the 
Execution, but opened their Gates, and re- 
ceived a numerous Garrifon. The Com- 
mandant of the Citadel was a little more 
difficulti and was forced at laft to furrender 
himfelf Prifoner of Wan After which the 
Contribution was fettled* The Swedes de- 
manded 60000 Crowns which the City en- 
gaged to pay them. An Accident prevented 
Charles'^ further Purfuit of the S axons. His 
Horfe fell under hlmj and bruifed his Thigh 
in fuch a manner as kept him fix Weeks 
in bed. 

The King of Poland took the Advantage Dice cf 
of this Sufpence to affemble a Diet at Sen^^''*'^''^'''' 
domir^ whither he went at the head of the 
Troops^ who had fought at Chfow^ and who 
had been reinforced with 8000 Men, newly 
arrived from Saxony. A great part of the 
Arricrban of Little Poland were encamped 
chere. The Affembly proicfted again ft the 
Dethronement, and fent Deputies to the 
Palatinates of Great Poland, to defire their 
Concurrence with the Refolutions that fhould 
be taken. After Deliberations fufficienrlyRrfobtr- 
long, it was refolved that Deputies fliould?"*/^*^"^ 
be fent to the King of Sweden ^ with full 
Powers to conclude a Peace, and renew the 
A a 2 Treaty 
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Treaty of Oliva. That the Crown-Army 
fhould be augmented to the fame number 
of Troops as in the Year 1690; That the 
Nobility {hould be difpenfed with from 
mounting on horfeback, by furnifhing a 
certain number of Men and Arms; and 
that if the Accommodation could not be 
, agreed, Auguftus thould defire the Affiftancc 
of the neighbouring Princes : And to conr 
elude, they all Iworc to employ their utmoft 
Power and Fortune, their Blood and Lives, 
in defence of the Roman Catholick Faith, 
the Intereft of King Augufius^ the Mainte- 
nance of their Liberties and Privileges, 
and the Confervation of the RepubUck in 
all refpefts. They declared Charles XII. an 
Enemy to the State, and all fuch who per- 
fiited in his Party, or lent him any Affif- 
tance. 
Trnublcs But what was unfortunate for Augujius, 
K ^dom ^^^ ^^^ Kingdom's not being unanimous in 
' "" ' thofe favourable Sentiments for him. Dif- 
order and Confufion increafed daily, par- 
. ticularly in Great Poland ^ where the Nobi- 
lity had been feveral times upon the point 
of coming to Blows with each other. Some 
demanded, that fuch a Confederacy as that 
of Sendomir fliould be entered into, in fa- 
vour of the King of Sweden: Others would 
have it for the Liberty of the Republick, 
and fome refufed to declare for either Party, 
The King of J^oland wa$ afraid, tRat Charles 

obfe^y^s 
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obferving the Diverfity of Sentiments and^ 
Refolutions, mi^ht take occafion to objedt, 
that the Embafly, which was to be fent 
him from the Republick, was not unani- 
moufly appointed, or fufficiently authorifedj 
and refufe to treat upon that Pretext : He 
therefore determined to appoint a new AjP- 
fembly of the Senators, which was fum- 
moned for the 22d of September^ and was 
to be held at Warfaw. The Cardinal Pri- 
mate who came there the 15th of the fame 
Month 'had Audience the next Day of that 
Prince. He ftill afFedcd a firm Adherence 
to the Interefts of Augufius^ who confented 
that he fhould fend an Exprefs to King 
Charles with Prcpofals of Peace. 

The Primate in his Letter to Charles re- *rimite*s 
calls to mind the Hope he had given, him j'j;^^*^'' |^^ 
at their Interview, of hearkening co an kz^svU^n. 
comniodation. He went on to obfervc, that 
he had no reafon to complain of the want 
• of a fufficient Satisfadion, that Fortune had 
been to the full as favourable to him as he 
could dcfire; that it was time at leaft, (not 
to fay juft) that Peace ftiould return from * 
exile to fucceed the Miieries of War ; that 
the Republick, weary of fo melancholy a 
Scene, of which it was the horrid Theatre, 
fent him a fecond Deputation with full 
Powers to treat; That as this great Affair 
principally concerned the King of Poland^ 
he thought it his Duty to inform hii H'we-- 
A a 3 dijh 
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Sjh Majefly, that Prince had alfo appointed 
a Perfon to ad for him in negotiatiag aa 
happy Conclufion of it. Having then the 
Hondur, continued he, of fcrving two great 
Kings on fo delicate an occafion^ your Ma*- 
jefty may be convinced I (hall continue to 
aft with like Zeal for Princes already in- 
ftparabty united by the Ties of Blood* The 
Primate wrote alfo to Count Piper^ who 
lefs interefted than the Prelate in diflem- 
Hing his ttxie Sentiments, and thofe of the 
King his Mailer, made the Underftanding 
between them futficiently evident. 
JLefoluti" The Great Council however, fummoncd 

Gre« ^^""^ ^'^^ ^^^^ ^^ Poland, was held at JVar- 
Council fa"^* TJie AlTcmbly was almoft entirely 
atrt^4r>wcompofed of Ltthnanians, The Primate 
e^cufed himielf from being prcfent at it^ 
They approved all that had been done in 
the Diet of Sendomir^ and came to a Refo- 
luiion to ditjpatcli the Embafly to the King 
of Snveden. The Ambaffadors were diredicd 
to acquaint that Prince, they were authonf- 
ed by the whole RepobUcIc, and to demajid 
an Audience in form, and a definitive An- 
fwer in regard to the Propofals of Peace. 
The AlTemb'ly broke up the 28th, and the 
AmbafladoiS who had received their In- 
ftruaions, and taken an Oath that they 
would tiot be corrnpted, fet out on their 
way to the King of Sweden. 
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That Prince was ftill at Craam The J 70^-^ 
AmbaiTadors upon their Arrival near thej^^^^^j. 
City, ftoppcd upon the Eftate of the Way- (i^:^^^ Am- 
wode of Mazovia^ and fent Towrianski their ^^^*H 
Secretary, to know when he would be pleaf-ihe k. of 
ed to give them Audience. The Letter ^'^'^^*^' 
was wrote by the Palatine of Mazovia^ 
chief of the Embafly, Charles immediately 
t-e turned an Anfwer not in the leaft expedt- 
cd. He declared, that as he did not think J^^l 
it juft to contemn the Interpofition of the ^nfw«* 
Republiek, in cafe it proceeded from their 
good Intention, fo it was neceflary before 
he could accept its Mediation, to have Af- 
furances of its not having failed in affefti- 
on to the Crown of Sweden : That for his 
partj tho' he had been under the Necef- 
fity of entering Poland in purluit of an 
Enemy, from whom he had received the 
greatcft Injuries, he could not however re- 
proach himfelf with having committed any 
Hoftiiities againft the Republiek : That 
noEwithftanding many things had been at- 
tempted to his prejudice^ very remote from 
what might be expedled from a Nation in 
amity and alliance with him; for which 
rcafon to remove fufpicioOi it was proper 
that it ftiould be explained by whofe Coun- 
fels the War had began^ by what Authority 
the Crown- Army had not long before taken 
Arms againft him at the Battle of Cltfowi 
by whofe Orders the Polijh Troops daily 
A g 4 com- 
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17^^- committed Hoftilitics againft his Soldiers; 
^^'''^'~' and by whofe Advice Intrigues were per- 
petually carried on againft him in foreign 
Courts. If all this^ continued he, be. done 
by the publiek Authority, I leave your Ex- 
cellency to judge whether the Republick, 
being itfelf a Party, can take upon it the 
Right of treating of Peace and Mediation. 
Dilemma The Cafe was difficult enough. It was 
ofthcRc•^ot eafy to decide whether the Republick 
^" *^ ' was at War or Peace with Sweden. It was 
certain however, that a great part of the 
Republick had engaged in the Quarrel^ and 
taken Arms againft the Swedes. If it could 
> be faid the Republick was included in the 

fmall number of its Members, who were 
pacifick, neutral, and difarmed, they muft 
have granted that Poland was no more than 
the Shadow of a Republick : If on the con- 
tra ly, it confifted of the greater number of 
its Lords and NobiLty, it had taken Party, 
and was from thenceforth incapable of the 
Mediation. In regard to Charles's Com- 
plaint, that they had taken Arms againft 
him, at a time when he was purfuing his 
Enemy, without committing any Hoftilities 
againft the Republick, nothing could be 
more unhappy. Was not the Republick in 
the right to take Arms, and to adt ofFen- 
lively when it faw a foreign Prince enter 
PoIa7jd at the head of an Army, and take 
pofleffion of the principal Cities of the 

King- 



Kingdom? Whatever Profeffions he might 1702. 
rnake of coming thitii^r only as a Friend, ^'''''^'^'*^ 
were they obliged to take his Word, and did 
not good Policy require they (hould endea-- 
vour to repel (o dangerous a Gueft ? 

The King of Swe/ien's Anfwer to the Am- ^^^ 
bafladors having been renxitted to Warfaw^ Coundl of 
a new Council of the Senate was held, ^^nate*^" 
which the Primate ftill refufed to affift. 
They did not fail however coming to a Re- ,^^ ,,j^. 
foliirion to let Charles know, that theEm- 
bafly lent him was authorized by the whole 
Republick, and ordered the Ambaffadors to 
demand Audience again, and to infift upon 
his politive Anfwen But Charles refufed tof^^^^^ 
fee the Deputies^ and being recovered frompurfues 
his fail, hisfole Attention was to purfuehis^^^^'^**^ 
firft Defign* He put himfelf at the Head of^^* 
his Army, and leaving 2000 Men in Gar- 
rifon at Cracow ^ took his march along the 
Vijiula^ upon which he embarked part of his 
FooCj and all his Cannon and Ammunition, 
In that Order he advanced to the Side of 
Warjma at the Head of 25000 Men, by 
flow MarcheSj becaufe the yijhda was then 
very low. 

Upon the firft news of the Swedes March, Aitgujim 
the King of Poland left IVcrfaw^ where he q'^'t* ^^^ 
was with four Regiments of Foot and Dra-^'*'^" 
goons, and went to join his Saxon Troops 
quartered in PrulJia. He arrived at ^horn 
the 6th of NoveniSer where he fuinmoned a 
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Council of the Senate for the 29th of the 
Aflmbki f^^^ Month, ami immediately fee out fc- 
■Great crctty from DrffHen, He recuxned time e- 
nough to be pfcfcnt at that Coyticilj tt 
which neither the Primate, the Great Gc^ 
ncral of Poland ^ the Palatine of Mazoviaf 
nor many other Senators aflifted. The AC^ 
fcmbly were divided from the firft. The 
Deputies of Great Poland were for adr 
hcring to the Refolutions of the Aflem-*- 
fcmbly oiSemiomiry and thofe oi Little P<?* 
land demaniied their Conformity to a Con- 
federacy which they had made at Colo upon 
the Wart a m favour of King Augujius. At 
length however they agreed to let Cbarles 
know that the Republick accepted the Em- 
peror's Mediation 1 and to declare War up^ 
cm him in cafe he ihould refuie to treat* 
The Counts ^ms^endor/' a^nd Strati maUy Im-* 
perial Minlfters, had for fome time apply 'd 
to the King oi Poland^ and fometimes to the 
King oi Sweden to incline them to an Accom- 
'^^^^^JP^modation. Augnflus had not only accepted the 
tor's Mc- Mediation, but to tacilitate the Peace had de- 
viation, tached 8000 of his Troops to his Imperial 
Majefty. 

This was a Circumilance of no advantage 
knth tlitto Aiiguftiis^ znACountZinzendorf ^dyttiiitA. 
Charki of it to no purpofe, That Prince 
determined to pyrfue his Enemy to the ut- 
moft, would hearken to no Propofals. Count 
Piper fais firft Minifter, gave for Anfwcr 
diat his Mailer was always in Motion, and 

could 
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could not give Audience upon that Subjed. ^oi- 
Charles was in reality always on horfeback ^ "^ 
after his Wound was cured. His chief Em- wha 
ployment was however in railing Contribci-J?^^*j^^^ 
tions from all the Places where his Troops dons* ' 
could find entrance. They were indeed mo* 
derate enough upon thofe who made no re- 
fiftance, but very high to them who cx- 
prcfled the Icaft Attachoaent to the Intereft 
of Augujiui. 

Count Steinbeck^ who commanded a Body 
of Troops near Leopold^ adled in the fame 
manner. About the End of December he 
notified to the Senators and principal Lords 
Cff Polijh Ru£ia^ that they muft declare what 
Party they would take; and as the IVaywode 
oiWolhimia exprefled himfcif a zealous Ad- 
herent of the King of Poland^ Steinbock fenc* 
him with hie Wife and Children Prifoners 
td Przemiji. 

Some thnc before; King Augufim had laid^^^ ^n^ 
the Sieur Herm Envoy Extraordinary from j^J^^f ;^ 
France lo Poland, and the Sieur B{?«ifr, En-^^^^»^ 
voy from the fame Court to the King ^^"^^-^tn^^^ 
den^ under Arreft. The firft, far not having 
taken any notice of Orders twice fent him 
to quit the Dominions of Poland. That 
MiJiifter pretended to continue in the King- 
dam, as being fent t® the Republtck as well 
as TO the King, He was arretted and lent to 
War jaw the lOth ©f Nm)€mber at Nighty 
with a Detachment oi Saxon Troops- From 
thpnce he was coaduftod to fb&my and af- 

tecwuda 
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terwards over the Frontiers of the Kingdom. 
The Grand Marflial of the Crown had in- 
deed protefted againft fuch Treatment of 
hinij and declared that it was without the 
Republick's parcicipacion, which did not 
hinder the King of France hoxn confining all 
the Poles then at Paris. 

The Affair did not ftop there. Towards 
ihc Court rh^ Beginning of the Year 1703, the Car- 
of jFniwr^dinal Primate received two Letters from the 
Marquis AtTorcy^ who complained in moil 
lively terms of a Violence committed a- 
g.iinrt tlieLaw of Nations, and demanded in 
the N^ime of the King hisMafter, whether 
the two Envoys of France h^d been put un- 
der Arreft by the Republick's Confcntj and 
what Mejfures they intended to take for the 
Satisfy a r on of his moft Chriftian Majefty. 
Some AflembJies held in the Palatinate of 
Rtiffia, had wrote to the Primate to defire 
he would Inform the Court of France^ that 
the Republick had no Share in the feizing 
ihofe Minifters, 
Mmate'i The Primate wrote to the King of Poland 
utt^t ^P^^ ^^^^ Occafion in terms fufficiently 
King. warm. " I am under the greateft Concern 
" faidhe, to find my felf obliged to divide 
** the Republick and its Head in this Af- 
" fair, by difcl aiming a Fioleme in which 
** it had no Share, I cannot carry my Com* 
** piaijanci fo far as to dijjembk iny Senfe, 
" and leaft of all to approve an Adion uni- 
^ verfally condemned/' After having de- 
plored 
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plored the fad Condition of Poland^ become '7o3- 
the Theatre of War, and doomed to fuffer 
for Faults in which it had no other Part, 
*' Sad Experience, added he, ought to make 
*f your Majefty fenfible of the Ignorance of 
*f thofe blind Guides^ who inftead of conduB- 
'^ ing Toi4 to the "Temple of Glory^ have made 

you take a quite different Path." 

Whether Auguftm had already begun to King's 
fufped che Primate's Condud, or was of- vnfwer,^ 
fended at the Liberty of his ExpreffionSj his 
Rercntrnent appeared in his Anfwen Aftet 
having put him in mind that the Laws of 
the Kingdom knew no diftind: Authority 
in the Perfon of the Archbifhop Primate, 
but in the Interregnum only. " I perceive 
'* by your Counfels^ faid he, ironically^ 
" Your Zeal for our Service, a Zeal fo ex- 
*' ceflive, that it has tranfported you into 
" the difcovery of Fiolence and Precipitati- 
*' on in my Conduct/' He went on to ob- 
ferve, that no Laws obliged him to account 
for his Actions to any Perfon s what foe vcr, 
but only to the Republlck in Diet aiTembled, 
of whidi his Perfon alone compofed tlie 
firft Eftate; and that upon the Diflblution 
of the Diet, the Authority of theRepublick 
vefted in him alone. He did not however 
omit to inform the Primate of his Motive? 
for arreftiog the two Envoys of France. He 
infmuated, that the Marquis Heron had been 
feized for having held Dilcourfes againft 

him 



I Cf The Hiftary of Poland Book I V, 

77^3" hipt, of which Accounts had been fcnt to 
his moft Chriftian Majeftyj and the Sicur 
Bmac for want of the ncccffary Paflpom, 
Befidcs added he, I beg you, my very good 
Coufin, to ufe neither Complmjance nor Dif- 
Emulation upon my Account, who love nei- 
ther the one nor the other of thofe Cha- 
raderifticks. Let us both aft according to 
the inviolable Laws of the Kingdotn, which 
admit no Separation between the Head and 
the Body of the Republick, All Separatkm 
are dangerous and always pernicious to their 
Author. Let OS unite rather in remedying 
the Misfortunes which the too great Dif- 
cord has drawn upon the Nation, and to 
which a Salutary Union may cafily put an 
End, Sad Experience may make you un- 
dcrftand, good Coufin, the Igmrance and Ma^ 
lice of klind Guides^ who under falfe Ap- 
pearances, inftcad of condufting our Country 
to the "Temple of Concord and Tranquillity, 
betray it into Diforder and Ruin. 

About the fame Time the Primate re- 
ceived a Letter from the Diet of Great Po^ 
iand^ exhorting him to employ the Autho- 
rity his Dignity gave him in putting an End 
to the Troubles of the Kingdom. The 
artful Primate btcnt upon making the moft 
of e^'cry Thing that favoured his Defigns, 
took occafion from this Letter to aflcmblc $, 
kind of Council of the Senate at Warja^, 
To this purpofe he wrote arcular Letters to 

all 
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gllthc Senators and Ambafladors appointed ^7 Qj- ^ 
to negotiate the Peace between Poland ^^^^nm^^^ 
Sweden, He lamented in thofc Letters the fummani 
Infenfibility of the "Poles, who with fur-^^;^^^J, 
prifing Indifference could fee the Ruin ofuponhi* 
their Countryj in which there fcemed no«>wnAa- 
longer either Law^ Juftice, Liberty, Va- 
lour, or in a word any Refemblance of 
their ancient Virtue, He complained that 
nothing appeared every where but Weak*- 
tiefs and an abjeit Spirit, and that People 
kept at home as if they were unconcerned 
in the Defolation of their Countryj which 
was become a prey to foreign Troops and 
the Contempt of its Neighbours, He added 
lie had been fometimc before at Warfuw to 
confult with the Pope's Nuncio and the 
foreign Minifters, upon proper Means to 
fedrefs fo many Evils, but was informed 
that Succefs was impoflible, if the Poles d\A 
not contribute to their own Prefervation. 
That therefore in difcharge of his Con- 
fcience, and to exprefs his Zeal for the good 
of the Rcpublick, which he could not fuf-t 
fer to expofe itfelf any longer to intire 
Deftruiftion, and by virtue of the Authori- 
ty his Dignity gave him, he fummoned to 
W^rfaw for the 15th of February all the 
Senators, and efpecially thofc deputed to 
treat with the King of Sweden^ in order 
to c^nfider proper Meafures for the Prefer- 
vation 
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J703. vation of the Repubiick, upon thof. very 
^"^•^^^ brink of its utter Ruin. ; /-.. 

lew of the Vcty fcw of thc Scnators had been pre* 
Senators fy^^ ^^ ^j^g Aflemblv fummoncd by: the 
it. King to I born J and not 10 many camrto 

this affembled by the Primate. Some: re* 
fufcd abfolutely to admit that the Primate 
had any Right to appoint particular A£- 
femblies during the King's Life: Others 
cxcufed themlelves, becaufe whilil the 
Swedes were in pofTeflion of the Citadel 
of fVarfaWy the Liberty of Voting could 
- ' not fubfift in the Affcmby; fo mat for 
want of a fuflicient number of Senators*^ to 
give the neceffary force to their Rcfolutions; 
the Primate referred the Aflembly to ano-.* 
thcr Time. But he ufcd a Precaution! 
which gave him reafon to hope they would 
be more ready to comply with his Dcfire^^ 
w#»^$ ^^^ ^'^^ future. He publiCbed a Lettcti 
Letter which the King of Sweden had wrote him^j^ 
pubiifhed ^s it had had been concerted between them. 
jnatc? ^^ Charles tells him in it, that after having 
waited long, as no Remedy appeared ca- 
pable of pytting an End to the Troubles,^ 
which had kept his Arms till then in the 
Kingdom, he declared again that he had' 
nothing more at heart than to receive pro- 
per Counfels for the Attainment of that- 
End: That he ftiould be glad a. fpeedy Ex-'- 
pcdient could be found to procure aa well 
thc Tranquillity of Poland, as the Advantage 

and 
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and Security of SnjDedeni bat that as it was 
in vain to expcd to fuccced in that Defire, 
in a Place where Hatred, Envy, Hope, 
Fear, and the Animofity of Parties had en- 
tirely banifhed the Freedom of fpeaking, 
he thought nothing could be more falurary 
in fo difficult a Conjunfture than to fum- 
mon an Aflembly, in which the Nation be- 
ing perfediy free, might explain it felf with 
entire Confidence, and take proper Meafures 
to re-eftabli(h a folid and kfting Tranquil- 
lity. 

The King of Poland's Affairs feemed to ^n^fivrt 
hate a more promifing Afpeft* Some Pro- f^^ L 
vinces, of which Wolbinia was one, fcnt revive, 
their Deputies to him at Marienburgb^ 
where he had been from the 4th of Fe^ 
hruary^ to alTore him of their Fidelity, and 
Zeal for the Defence of his Perfon, and 
the Safety of the Republick. The Deputies 
had at the fame time intreated him to pub- 
lifli the' Univerfalia for affembling a Gene- 
ral Diet, but Augujius forcfaw, that as Af- 
fairs then flood, a General Diet could notSmnmom 
be held without cxpofing the Nobility to^^J^[j 
fatal Divifions, and chofe rather to {um-i^rk&m^ 
mon a new Council of tlie Senate, Belides 
which he had another Advantage: The 
Crown- Army had given him Aflurances of 
it* Fidelity j the General Officers, and even 
the Troopi had made a new Confederacy 
B b in 
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^703- in his favour, and engaged themfelves by 
^"^^^^"""^ Oath to flied the laft Drop of their Blocfd 

in his Service. 
Which he The Senatus Concilium was at firft fummon- 
toAiflri!»-^d to meet at Thorn the 16th of Marcbj 
Intrgh. but for their better convenience the King 
transferred it to Marienburgb. The circu- 
lar Letters difpatched for that Purpofc im- 
ported, that it would not be difficult for the 
Senate to penetrate the Truth, thro' all the 
Artifices that Had been ufed to deceive 
them; that without taking notice of the 
Contrivances of certain Perfons, ill-aiFeded 
to the Head and Members of the Repubiick, 
the King of Sweden's Letter might fuffice 
to convince them, that his only Aim was 
to excite the Nobility, to take Refolutions 
contrary to the Good of the Republick. la 
them, continued he, an ambiguous and equi- 
vocal Stile is mod evident, and the afFedcd 
Profeffions of Amity, under the delufivc 
Appearance of Peace, intend only to lull the 
Republick into a falfe Security. 
King of The Gall which prevailed in thofc Let- 

offcnded ^^^^' 8^^^ ^^^ King of Sweden a propor- 
tionate Refentment, and entirely fuppreflcd 
his flight Inclinations for Peace, with which 
the Minifters of Vienna^ England znd Hol-^ 
land had infpired him ; and the Articles de- 
livered to the Senatus Cokcilium for their 
Gonfideration, enraged him fo much^ that 

he 
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he was unable to conceal his Indignariom 1703- 
Amongft other things it was demanded in ^ ^ 
thofe Articles, What Meafurcs (hould be 
taken for the PuniHimcntof the Favourers 
and Adherents of Sweden, 

Auguftus had regained the Affedion of 
many of the Senators by his CarclTcs and 
PromifeSj fo that the Airembly at Marten-- 
hurgb was nunierous, and favourable to his 
Intcrefts. Amongfk the Rcfolucions taken Refolmu 
there it was agreed, that the RepublickQ^^^f '^* 
having fuffered exceedingly from th^Swedes^Conn^W^i 
and been harrafled as much or more by^^'*'^^'"" 
them, than by declared Enemies, it was no 
longer cpnfiftent to regard ihem^ but as 
fucL They confirmed the Refolucions of 
the Diet of Sendomir^ for uniting the Minds 
and Arms of the People againft the King 
of Sweden and his Adherents, They de- 
creed, that the whole Nobility and a Ge- 
neral Diet {hould be fummoned to aflcmble 
in open Field: That the Affembly, fum- 
moned by the Primate at Warfaw^ fhould 
be held illegal: That the Generals of the 
Army fliould be defired ro ft and to their 
Arms, and oppofe the Violences of the 
Swedes, A General Confederacy was alfo 
refolved for the Safety of the King and 
Republick ; but this Article was far from 
palling without oppofition. The Uthua^ 
mam, who at firft fcemed moil ardent for 
> B b 2 tho 
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the Confederacy^ drew back exceedingly, 
when they found the abfolute Difpofal qjT 
the Houfe of Sapieha's Offices would not 
be granted them, and that on the contrary 
aim oft all the Voices favoured a Reconcilia- 
tion with that Family, 

A fmall number of the Senators rcfuled 
^letencci. ^^ fjgj^ thofe Refolution^, and the Primate 
upon being apprized of them, pretended 
that Reparation ought to be made him for 
the Injury done his Authority. He main- 
tained, that in the prefent Conjonfturc of 
the Nation*s Affairs, he had a Power, and 
it was his duty to coniiik with the Repub- 
lick without the King's Participation. He 
appointed the 1 6ih of j^prii for the meet- 
ing of the Affembly, fummoned before to 
iVarfaw^ and cxpefted the Senators would 
come thither when their Council ztMarien^ 
hurgh Oiould break up. Augufius himfelf 
fcemcd to apprehend This, which was no 
doubt his Motive for protracting that Coun- 
cil* Thus the King and the Cardinal 
two different Parties in Poland^. 
Thofe Parties were alfo fo oppofite, thftt 
they denied each other the Right toa€l in 
the Name of the Republick. Augufim did 
not acknowledge the Primate to feive aipy 
Authority, and the Primate looked, upfa 
the Refolutioiis of the feveral Councils, held 
by the King, not to have the Repi^blick's 
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Concurrence^ of which he gave a fcnfiblc ^W- 
Inrtancei when the Deputies for the Peace 
arrived at Warfaw, He declared, they 
\ought not to be deemed the Deputies of 
'the Republick, ^s they had received their 
Orders from the Affembly of Marienburgbj 
^that Affembly having declared for King Au^ i 
^gufim againil the King of Sweden^ which ^'^ 
he pretended the Republick had not done, 
and could not do, 

Such Pretences had do other Intention 
than to difpel the Hopes of Peace, which 
the Negotiations of the Minifters oi Vienna^ 
"^England ^nd Holland had given. Every 
^ihing fcemcd to exprefs that the two Kings 
would endeavour in the Spring to drive 
one another out of Poland. Auguftus^ al- 
ways in alliance with the Czar^ foUicited 
his Aid, who promifed to fend a Body ofczdi*'* 
lOQOoo MufcQvites into Lithuama, If thofc ^^^^"^^^ 
Pronxifes had been made good, the King 
of Poland would have had 150QOO Men at 
his difpofah The Crown-Army, and that 
of General Oginski made togther 35000 
Mcn^ and the S^xon Army were at leaft 
J 5 000. 

All this was not capable of terrifying the King of 
King of Sweden^ or making him think of^^'^*'*** 
Peace and a Retreat. He kept quiet in his ° *"^^ 
Camp, except that after having fubfifted 
• )m Army in one part of Poland^ he re- 
^no:^% B b 3 move4 
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^703- moved it to another. Auguftus amd the 
''"■'^^'**^ Volijh Generals afited almoft in the fame 
manner, in rcfpedl to quartering the Crown 
and Saxon Army. It might hive been faid 
that the R uin of Poland had been concerted 
between the two Parties. 

It has been obferved, that the King k^ 
Sweden was much offended at the Refolu- 
tions taken in the Affcmbly at Marienbur^^ 
and People were furprized that a Prince, 
not naturally apt to conceal his Re&nt- 
mcnt, did not give fome Proofe rtf it. But 
he deferred it for a better dccafiofn of ex* 
New Dc- pSaifting himfclf. He Was preparing a ttew 
ciaration DcckratioA, up6n which the Sucecfi of his 
Prince. PTOjcdls depended. As foon as it was iieidv 
he fcnt It to the Primate, wtt\i whom hfe 
had fec^ctly conferred ionic tittle bfefofre. 
It contained his Sentirfientsi Or xather his 
Will irt rcfpeft to the Affairs of th^ Ri- 
publick, and fignified amongA other things; 
mentioned in preceding Memorials: That 
his Swedijb Majcfty had juft Reafons not 
to confide in the King of Polakdz That 
three Years were elaplcd, without his be- 
ing able to procure the Satisfadtion he had 
a Right to demand from him: That altho* 
he had profefled upon feverkl Occafions, that 
he had the Glory of his Arms Icfs at heart, 
than the Repofe of the People, in demand- 
ing a General Diet to be fummoned, (the 

• moft 
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moft proper Means to pacify the Troubles ^ 
of P&land^ as conformable ro its Laws and 
Curtoms;) Augufiu% never thelefs far froun 
approving that Method, had oppofed it 
with the Council of Marunburgh^ v^rhofe 
Refolutions were direftly contrary to the 
DefigQ of it: That that Prince believing 
be had all things to fear from a Dier^ 
where every one might fpeak his Senfe with 
freedom^ endeavoured by Protraftions to 
opprefs the Liberty of the Rcpublick: That 
as the Refolutions of the Council of Ma- 
rienburgh had no other Foundation thaR 
thofe of the Aflembly at Sendomir^ com.*- 
pofed only of a few Palatinates^ it was ri- 
diculous to pretend it rcprefented the whole 
Nation: That it was in vain for it to offer 
its Mediation between the two Kings, tliac 
Office belonging only to the whole Body 
of the Rcpublick: That his Swedijh M^- 
jefty having already refufed to give Audience 
to the Deputies af Sendomir^ could nc^t 
receive thofe of Marienkurgby who were no 
better authorifed, and tho' they had been 
fo, it could not be expefted they were 
charged with any Propofals fincerely tend- 
ing to Peace^ coming as they did from a 
Council which breathed nothing but War: 
That this obliged him not to enter upon a 
Treaty, without being firft affured of a prc- 
ir^ous Satisfadion ; That lie would not op- 
B b 4 pofq 
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pofc a Peace by which his Honour fhould 
not fuffi^r, and which would procure the 
$alety of the two Nations in fuch a Man^ 
Ocr, that the Tranqutllity of the one might 
fccorc the Tranquillity of the other: That 
die Intercfts of Swtden^ and rhofe of the Re- 
publick being fo much the fame, it^ was 
ncccilkfy they (hould alfo agree in their 
Sentiments: That there was no furer means 
to the Attainment of that end^ than to af- 
fcmbk a General and Free Diet, where all 
Parties might explain themfclves at large. 
That if the Diet were fummoned by die 
Care and under the Authority of the Frit? 
mate, his SweSJh Majelty was ready to 
comply with fuch reafonable Propofals as 
(hould be made; and that otherwife he 
would rake fui table Mcafures xo pre* 
vent his being jmpofed upon by fo many 
Delays, 

The Primate, who, notwithftanding all 
he had done, affeded ftill to appear im-r 
partial, immediaiely fent this Deckration 
to the King of Poland^ whom the- reading 
of itconhrmed in, the Rcfolutiop already 
taken of holding a General Diet, But the 
King of Sweden without waiting an An- 
fwer, prepared to attack the Saxon Army 
encamped at PultusL He began his March 
at the head of his Horle, which paffed die 
Bugb on the joth pi .^j^rf/i fording and 

fwimming 
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fwiraming the River; moft of the Horfe ^toj- 
carrying a Fufilier behind them, Tho* thcg^j^i^of 
Saxom nad notiGC of his March and Time i^Hitt^ik, 
to draw up in Battle, he broke their Ranks 
and put them into fuch Diforder, that in 
cheir haftc to get off, they threw them- 
£blves into the Narew^ where a great Num^ 
ber pf them periChcd, Six hundred of 
them were left upon the Field, and 1000 
more made Frifoners. General Steinau who 
commanded J efcaped himfelf with the great^ 
eft Difficulty- All the Cannon and Bag- 
gage fell into the hands of the Swedes^ 
Cbarks after this Expedition marched into 
Pru0a towards Thorn^ where the Saxont 
had raifed a new Fort^ encamped fomc 
Miles from the City, which he blockaded^^''^^^ 
and put a Garrifon into the Caftlc ofe<i, 
Gr0udeniz^ and into the little Town of 
StratzBurgk 

As the Advantage gained by fhe Swedes :^ 

at Pukusk was not dccifivci it altered no* M 

diing in the principal Affairs. The Coun-'*^*'"'^^"^- 
cil ailcmbled at Warfaw by the Primate, Srert * "^ 
took occafion from it to exprefs more At- council 
tachment than ufual to the King's Perfon. J^hTpn^ 
It declared^ that whether the Council of mate. 
Marienhurgb was or was not a Confequence 
of that oi Sendomir^ which fome People ap- 
prehended its only view was to r^-cftablilh 
fhc Tranquillity of the Kingdom ; that there- 
. ^ fore 
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'J^ ' fere it wafl ncceflar^ to lay afide all Sms^ 
^^^^ pies, and to proceed iii cameft to a Peace 
by ifetting fuch a Treaty oft foot, as might 
be advantageous boA to PSldnd and -Swe*- 
den; but as the moft invittlaMe Principle 
with the Republitk was the Liberty they 
bad always enjoyed, they cbuld notentcN 
l^in 9, Thought, during the King's Life, 
<)f a nfcw Eleaipn undtt thfe teift Shadow 
6f Gom^tilflon, and efpecially after that 
Prince's Dedat-ation uptort Oa<h, never tb 
attempt any thing for thfc future againft 
the Privileges of the Natron, or withbut 
the Privity of the Republick: That in 
Confequence there could be no juflidB-ixi 
Appbfinga Confederacy of fo many Piar/**w 
ttates, who hid engaged tbeir Livc9 »id 
Ft^rmnes for the Defence of the King, and 
tWfer ftom hearkenirtg to fo unheard of a 
Propofal as a Dethronement, the Council 
m the Nattte of the RcpubHck protcfted a- 
gainft it in the tnoft loletnn manner, and 
were ready to be Guaranteed for the King's 
•inviolable future Obfervaftce of the Treaty 
of Oliva. 
Complain- Thefe Refolutions were far from being 
Selirjr agrceaWe to King Charles, and Qount Prper 
oibwden. complained oiF them to the Primate by his 
Order. That Minister told him, that the 
Aflembly's proceedings would uot engage 
his Maitcr to comply with the Meafures 

they 
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they feemed to have in view, unlcfs ic wcref 1703- 
expedient for the Safety of the Republick: 
But as the Affembly appeared to agree with 
the King his Mafter, in dil approving and 
condemning all the King of Poland had 
done in regard to the War, and thought 
themfelves obliged to take Meafures for 
preventing any thing of the like Nature 
for the future, his Swedijh Majefty thought 
it neceflary to ask the Republick what 
Reafons they could have to aflure them- 
felves of that EftedW Notwithftanding, add- 
ed he, as his Majefty having no other 
view but the purluit of his Enemy, has 
always carefully avoided doing the leaft In- 
jury to the Republick, having even fuffered 
Things very little to be expeded from a 
Prince in Arms, he has commanded me to 
declare, that whilft he is not attacked he 
fliall retain a fincere Friendrtiip for thofe 
who continue in Peace with him, but that 
if the Poles or Crown- Army interfere in 
the War, he cannot avoid regarding fuch 
Behaviour as aftual Hoftility, and ftiall en- 
deavour to return it in proportion to the 
Injury done him. 

Some Days after the Receipt of this An- NcwHe- 
fwer, the Primate and Council aflembled at^°^""^'»« 
Warjaw hy his Orders, fent the Sieur tT^t?. J'^J'^^^'>* 
wianski to the King of Sweden with new 
Letters and Rcfolutioiis* But as they in- 
cluded 
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1703 eluded nothing more Sati^^fadory than had 
^'^^ been propoied hf the former Council j he 
was contented with aafwcring, that as the 
P^epublick might come to diiFcrcnt Re- 
folutimis in tlie approach mg Diet from 
thofe they had hitherto taken j he chofc to 
cxpcit the Rcfult of it. 

Howev^er as tht King of Poland was for 
making the Aftion of Putfmk an Infrafti- 
ihciiiftac-pn ofTruce^ CJ^r/f x direiftcd Count Piper 
^onof fo write again to the Primate, to juftify 
him againftthat Imputation. He proved^ 
that there was not only no Truce fpbfifting^ 
but that the King had not fo much as 
confented to accept the Mediation of any 
foreign Minlfter* Befides which he af- 
firmed, that after the Battle of Pukusk, a- 
^mong General Sfeinau s Papers the King of 
Poianif^ Orders were founds by which that 
General was comirianded to fight the 
'^ Swedes, whenever he ftiould find the Op- 
portunity favour him. 

The Primate's Anfwer to this Letter did 
not regard any Circumftancc contained in 
it. Another Motive employed his Pen. He 
intended to be prcfcnt at the General Dict^ 
which the King of Poland had fummoned 
to Lublin for the 19th o( June, and would 
.^ rft^b have been glad to have firft illuded thiB 
^^'^ Umbrage^ which the King and many of the 
Seqatc had taken at hit Condu<^, WitI? 
* - j^' this 
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this View he made moll preffing Inftances 
to King Charles to enter into a Treaty- 
He reprefented that the Republick was up- 
on the point of aflembling in a Diet, that 
could not be looked upon as partial, and 

P^ in treated him to withdraw his Troops im- 
mediately from before the Town of Thorn, 
which he had blockaded fome time. Tho' 

_Ahofe Rcmonftrances and Intreaties were 
\Q more than feint to conceal the badndts 
of his real Intentions, the Artifice fucceed- 
cd. He found Means to have his Letter 
intercepted^ which was carried to JLu^hn, 
and believed to exprefs his real Sentiments* 
There was no occafion for any thing fur* 
ther^ to reinftate him in the favour of the 
greateii part of thofc, who had been moft 

^iOffended at his Condua. 

He arrived there the 25th of June^ ^^^^^^heDt* 
found the Diet had opened the 19th iUetat LuB^ 
the King's Prefence. He carried with him^'"- 
a great number of Gentlemen, and was met 
on his way by part of the Nobility afTcm- ^/^ 
bled at Lublin. The Diet fhcwcd him aU *<> 

fo fo much Deference, as to return his ior- ^^** 
terccpted Letter under Seal : But when he 
defired Audience of the King, it was re- 
filled him by fomc of the Lords, till he had 

►rfaken the fame Oath the other Senators hadoath rt^ 
/w(Xii in the Aflemblics of Sendomir and^^^red of 

J4q^ienlmrgk .They added even fome ' 
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1703- Claufes to it, viz. That he had not called 
^■'"^^**^ in the Swedes-, that he had not fupported 
their Intereft; that he had not undertaken 
any thing againft the King, and would un- 
dertake nothing for the future, againft that 
Prince. Aagufius^ who had fome know* 
ledge of the Primate's Intrigues, thought 
fit to dlfpenfe with all thofe Claufes ex- 
cept the laft, which he made no difficulty 
to fwear. All the other Senators who had 
not yet taken that Oath, followed the Pri-* 
mate's Example. 

After thefe Advances it was not doubted 
but the Diet's Refolutions would be con* 
formable to the King's Defire. There 
were however feveral Debates, which made 
it neceffary to prolong the Ailembly three 
Days. Their Determinations were conclud- 
ed at one Sitting, which iaftcd without in- 
terruption from eight in the Morning Ju^ 
ly 9th till two in the Afternoon of next 
Day; the King being prefent the whole 
Night. Thofe Refolutions were comprifed 
in fix Articles. Th<2 firft decreed, that the 
Ifolmfous^'^^^^ Army ftiouldbe augmented to 3 6000 
' Men^ and that of Lithuania to 12000, in- 
cluding the Saxon Auxiliaries, who were 
to be paid by the Republick- and com- 
manded by the Crown General. For the 
Maintenance of thofe Armies, a Crown a 
Head wa$ to be levied on ail the Jews in 
^ • the 



the Kingdom; and a Duty to be laid on ^7^3- 
all kinds of Liquor. By the fecond Ani-^"*"^^* 
clc fi% Weeks were to be allowed the King 
of Sweden^ to declare his Refolutic^is fqf 
War or Peace. The third imported^ that^ 
the Princes of the Houfe of Sapteha fliould 
be indulged in fix Weeks time to return to 
their Duty, and to come in and beg Par- 
don of the King upon the Hope of being 
reftored to their Dignities and Eftates ; in 
default of which they were to be totally 
deprived and declared Traitors to their 
Country, According to the fourth Article, 
all People were forbid to propofe the De- 
thronement of the King. The fifth ex^ 
preffed, that if the King of Sweden would 
not agree to a Peace upon reafonable Terms, 
and it fliould be neceflary to continue tha 
War, the King fhould be authorifed to 
nmke fuch Alliances with foreign Powcri 
as he fliould judge convenient. And by 
the kft, to fatisfy the King of Prujia"^ 
Claim upon Elbing^ a Crown was to be 
raifed upon the leffer Mills^ two upon the 
greater, and three upO(i every Water-Mill 
throughout the Kingdom, 

Of ihefefix Articles an Aft was prepared 
in form of Conllitution, importing the Ge- J^^"^^*J^, 
neral Union of the Members of tlic Rcpub* the Mem- 
Mck, under the Title of The Prateji ^nd^^^^^J!'^'^ 
muiual Jgreement of tbe feverai Orders ofu^^ ' 

the 
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sTO- tbi King Jam. After which they went to 
^^'^^'"^ the Jefuiis Chorch, where the T^ Deum 
was fung with the Senrice of Thankf- 
giving, 

Tho' tl>e Diet had taken the Jicceflary 
Meafures for the Defence of the Repiib- 
lick» it had not however abandoned Nego- 
tiation. On the contrary Commiffioners 
*n iL ^^^ appointed with Inftruftitns to ncgie£l 
Mib- nothing that might promote the Treaty if 
** poffiblc. The Primate^ who had juft fworn 
m. With fo much facility not to undertake any 
Thing againft the King, fcemed for fome 
Time to approve the Sentiments of the 
Diet. Upon his Arrival at Warfaw^ he af- 
fembled the Republick's Commiffioners, 
His whole Difcourfe vsras Peace and Con- 
cord, and of adting in concert with themi 
and he wrote to fhc King of Sweden to 
prcfs him to conclude a Peace. But that 
Prince who knew the Inftances of the Pri- 
mate were only defigned to conceal his 
Correfpondcnce with Sweden^ made him art 
Anfwer equally Equivocal. He complained 
of the Poles Delay^ of the Trouble and 
Regret it gave him, and declared himfelf 
entirely inclined to Pcacej provided the Pro^ 
r^T^ pofalswere fuitable. 
Difficulty There lay the Difficulty. Whatever Con- 
f^Tbie'^^ditions could be made to a Prince inflexi- 
PropafaJf.bie in hii Projefts, it was reafoaable to ex- 
pert 




Book I V. under A u G u s t u s H. 



V8j 



peft an Anfwer grown familiar with him; *^^B* 
The Security was not to be depended upon^ 
nor the Satisfadion fufficient» The Mini- 
fters of Vienna^ England and Holland^ had 
a better Opinion oi Charles b Sincerity from 
the Appearances, and when they faw him^ 
declare an Inclination for Peace, they re-l 
doubled their Applications to reconcile the 
Difference. They went to Augujlus and 
got his Confent to fend their Secretaries to 
the King of Sweden^ to prevail upon him to 
treat; but it was impoffible to get any o- 
ther Anfwer from King Charles than what 
he had given before to the Primatej and 
the Republick's Commiffioners. He only 
added, that he cxpefted thofe Commifiioners 
would fend him their Propofals in writing, 
and that it would then appear it was no 
fault of his if the Peace of Poland wctc not 
re-eftabliftied. 

Good Policy would not admit the Cora-piopafab 
miflioners to neglefl: this laft Relource forofttf ae- 
the Accommodation. They went to the^^J^-^^ 
Swedijb Camp before Thorny and delivered oners, 
their Propofals in writing. They confided 
of fevcn Articles, by which among other 
things the Republick engaged, that as foon 
as the Peace {hould be concluded, all fo^ 
reign Troops fhould quit Poland^ and the 
King of Poland B.nd his Succefibrs be reftrain- 
cd from making any foreign Alliance with* 
Cc out 
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>703- out tlie Privity of the Republick: That 
^^"^^''^'^^ Care fhould be taken, that neither . the 
King nor his SucceiTors fliould coniniic any 
Hoftilities upon the SweJiJh Domiaions, 
nor grant paflage thro' thofe of the Repub- 
lick to any Prince's Troops at War with 
Sweden] and that neither the King nor hi§ 
Sueceffors ihould fupply Men, Money, or 
any other Aids^ to the Enemies of that 
Crown. 

Thofe Propofals were of a Nature not 
to be rejeded, if the Republick had afted in 
Concert and with the good Underftanding 
why re- neceflary to fupport them* But the little 
ieacdby Union among the PgIcs gave Charles room 
oiswedmAo ejTcept to thole Articles. He objected, 
that they did not exprejfe either the Repa- 
ration for the Damages done him doring 
the War, the Rc-eilabJifliment of the Sa^ 
pkbas or the Security for the Performance 
of the Treaty when concluded; Three 
Points which fufEciently dlfcovered, that 
Charles defired nothing lefs than the Peace 
fo much talked of in his Letters. 

About this Time die Nobility of Greaf 
Poland entered into a Confederacy, to pre- 
vent the Ruin of their Country, and to 
maintain their Liberties. The King of 
Sweden attentive to every Occafion which 
might favour his Dcfigns, took the Ad- 
vantage of tills Circumftance to invice tlie 
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reft oi Poland into that Confederacy. He '^^^ 
conceived that if he could effed a Divifion 
between the Republick and its Head> it 
uwould be no difficulty to go on to the 
rDethroncment he intended. With this 
View he publiftied a Manifefto, wherein Kfn^ of 
he declared highly for the Confederacy, i^^^^'* 
He infinuated, that it confifted of themoftfS!' 
|>rudcnt Perfons of the State whom hefe(lt>- 
took under his Protection, and exhorted to 
perfift in the Rcfolution they had taken. 
On the other fide he declared, that he 
ihoidd regard all thofe as Enemies, who 
continued to adhere to King Augujius^ 
and refufed to confederate in favour pf 
the Liberty of the Republick; and threa- 
tened to treat them with the utmoft Ri^ 
gouFa laying all the ill Confequences and 
Misfortunes that might cnfue to their 
Charge. 

This Manlfefto encouraged the Confcde- ^^ , 
racy* They appointed Deputies to de- cotirlger" 
nmnd P^ace from the King of Sweden, the Coafc 
who received f hem gracioufly, and order- '^^^^^* 
cd them an Anfwcr to their Demands ia 
irriting. After having given great praifes 
to the Refolution of the confederated No- 
bility, he reprcfcntcd the Neceffity of re- 
cflabliftiing a folid and lafting Peace in 
ihe Kingdom of Poland^ and a firm and 
infeparable Union between Sweden and the 
Cc a Republick J 
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^J703|^ Rcpublick ; but obfervcd, that thofc Ad- 
vantages were only to be expeftcd from 
the Dethronement of Auguftus. 
Affairiof Augujlu% was fo entagcd at this Pro- 
onanlu ccc^ing of the Confederates, that he de- 
foot, clared he would look upon them for the 
future only as Rebels, and treat them as 
fuch upon all Occafions. All he could do 
was to threaten. Befides the Nobility of 
Great Polandy thofe of the Palatinates of 
Culm^ Marienburgby Pomeranian Doirzinj 
Brzefciay Cujavia and feveral other Places, 
joined the Confederacy. Every Day he 
faw himfelf abandoned by fome Lord 
whom he thought moft firm in his In- 
tcreftj and to add to his Diftrefs, the 
Crown-Army expreffed no great Zeal for 
his Service; his Saxon Troops feemcd afraid 
to look an Enemy in the Face, who had 
more than once beat and put them to 
flight; and for himfelf, whether he thought 
it advifeable to remove from the Neigh- 
bourhood of his Adverfary, or fufpcded the 
Primate's Counfels, who defired him not 
to abfent himfelf, that he might be in 
readinefs to anfwer fuch Propofals as might 
be made him; It fcemed his Intention 
•to fecure himfelf an Ajylum in projefting a 
Journey to Saxony. 
ch^^U^^ On the contrary every thing went to 
Charles\ Wifli. His Troops augmented 

daily 
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daily by Reinforcements from Sweden. ^?^3 
The Swedijh Soldiers fluftied with fo ma- 
ny Advantages, defired nothing fo much 
as a dccifivc Battle that might put their 
Prince into a Condition of giving the Law^ 
and Charles got ground every Day thro* 
the Terror of the Swedip Name, or the 
continual Succefs of his Arms, 

The 22d of Septemker^ that Prince's Ar- Who 
my being reinforced with new Troops UJJ^^^^if 
from Sweden, began the Siege of T'horr^.UiattQf 
The 24th the Batteries being ready, he^^*"''** 
made fo great a fire with his Cannon and 
Mortars, that in a few Days the greatell 
part of the Houfes were either beat down 
or reduced to Aihes. The Governor how- 

F~ ^cver held out till the 14th of OSiober^ 
^hen he was forced to furrendcr at Dif- 
crction. Of a Garrifon confifting of 5000 
Men, when the Blockade begun only 2000 
marched out, and of thofe the greateft 
part were iick* Charles honoured in the 
Governor and Commandant of the Place 
^he Valour they had fhewn during the 
Siege, and ordered their Swords to be re^ 
turned them, kept them to Dinner with 
him, and gave the fir ft 2000 Crowns to 
buy him new Equipage* The Inhabitants 
to redeem their Walls, and the Gates of their 
City, agreed to pay 40000 Crowns* 

Cc 3 
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About two Mondifi before the Surtcnr 
'dry of Tiom^ Count Steinbock bdd de- 
manded pa&ge of the City of Diantzick 
for 6000 Swedes that were arrived from 
Sweden^ and intended to reinforce the At- 
Refafaicf^y before I'hern. The Magiftracy made 
the City at fifft fome Difficulties^ whiehwere \o^ 
cLfpuT ed upon as a RefiifaL The S^edi/b Gc- 
Aiihcd. oeral, who had with him fbutc^n Ship$ 
of War without reckoning the Tranfporn^ 
immediately feized all the Vef&is in theit 
Rbad, and by that Means got Btore than 
his Demand; for tJbe-City by way of Cbm- 
promife, befides the Freedom of Pa&ge, 
paid a Contribution of loooop Crowns. 
FiM»ipu- The City of Elbing^ which had made 
Sfat/r^^® faifie Refufal as Danfzick^ and not 
' taken warning from its Example, was pu- 
niihed more feverely. Charles entered it 
on the 1 2th of JDecember at" the head of 
3000 Men with their Bayonets fixed. The 
Inhabitants in a Conilernatioh defired Mer^ 
cy. Upon which he ordered them to be 
all difarmed, quartered his Soldiers in 
their Houfes, demanded a Contribution of 
200000 Ctowns, and declared 200 Pieces 
of Cannon and 400000 Weight of Pow- 
der, found in the Place, lawful Prize. 

There was great reafon to believe the 
King of Prujfia fecrctly favoured this Ex- 
pedition againfl the City of Elding; at leaft 

it 
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it is certain, he did not oppofe it* It was 
done in fight of his Troops, who had for 
fome time blocked up the Place under Pre- 
tence of putting the Treaty of December 
\2y 1699^ in execution. It might befides 
have been a Claufe in the League, con* 
eluded fometime before between the King 
of Sweden and the Elector, Charles XII^ 
engaged to acknowledge his Eleftoral High- 
nefs as King of Pruffia^ and the EIed:or 
promifed not to affirt the King of Poland^ 
but to attack the Hepublick, in cafe it de- 
clared againft Sweden, 

Augujius^ who was under no fmall dif- Great 
couragement, oppofed his Enemy's Expe- ^**""^** 
ditions only by a Council of Senators, Vflioj^ivAnw^ 
^StmHtdnt J avarow. They met the i6th 
of Novemhty but were obliged to adjourn 
the Council to the 21ft, the Senators, who 
came thither; being too few in number. 
He reprefcnted to the Aflembly, that having 
no recourfe for Aid, but to the Czar^ he 
intended to fend the Palatine of Culm to 
him, to renew the Alliance with that Prince, 
according to the Power given him by the 
Diet of Lublifu Aumjlus was the more in- 
clined to take that beep, as General Pat^ 
kul, who was entered into the Ruffian Ser- 
vice, had long fbllicited him to that Alli- 
ance. But the Grand Marflial of the Crown, Proreft 
twelve of the Senators, and fome Deputies <*««* 
C c 4 pro- 
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1704- protcfted againft the Embally, as it might 
**'''^^'"*^ put a Stop to the Progrcfs of the Negotia- 
tions. Augujim was obliged to fufpend the 
AmbaiTador's Journey for a Month, till it 
could be known in what manner the Treaty 
would proceed. What added to lus Morti- 
fication was the making their Refolutioti 
into an A£t, in which his Authority was 
declared fubordinate to that of the Repub- 
lick a0embled in Diet. At the breaking up 
o^ this Great Council Auguftufi fet out for 
Cracow^ in which Place he ftayed only two 
Days, and took Poft for Drefden^ where the 
States granted him a Subfidy of 600Q00 
Crowns. 

During this time the King of Sweden 
, had quartered his Army in the Bifhopricks 

of Warmia, and Ermoland^ and waited the 
affembling of the Confederates at WarfaWy 
whither the Primate had fummoned them 
for the 14th of January. As only a fmall 
/(TemHy number of Deputies came thither, and the 
/fnfdT '^'^'^^i/^ Commiffioners were not then ar-^ 
fc?re. ! rived, the opening of the Affembly was de- 
ferred till the 3o5i. Befides, the Affairs to 
be confidered were not of a Nature to be 
hurried over. It was neceflary that the 
Nuncios fhould take time in concerting their 
Meafures, and to aflurc themfelves of ^ach 
other before they declared their Sentiments. 
The greateft part of the Confederates had 

no 
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no other Defigti in fccrct than to dethrone 
King Auguftm^ and came only to Warjms} 
to put that Defign in execution. Ic was 
however dangerous to be the firft in Tuch a 
Propofal, as fome of the Palatinam had 
only entered into the Confederacy with a 
View to the Kingdom's Peace, and the De- 
fence of Jlugujius, 

In effect nothing was at firft talked of 
but the Prefervation of Liberty^ and the 
Neceflity of giving Peace to Poland^ Not 
the leaft Word was mentioned of dethron- 
ing the King: On the contrary a Defire to 
fupport his Rights and Authority above all 
things was affefted The Primate himfelf 
idiffembled an extreme Refcrve in that re- 
ifpedt* In the Difcourfe he made upon thePrfmateTJ 
opening of the Affembly, he contented hini-^^f *" 
felf with rep refen ting, that the Councils of 
^horn^ Marienburgh^ Lublin^ and Javarow^ 
inftead of producing the expeded good Ef- 
fefts, had only drawn new Sufferings and 
Difficukies upon the Republick; that he 
had confidcred another Method which 
could not fail to be effedtual^ and that was 
the uniting Great Poland in Confederacy, 
who as Children of Peace had confented 
to join with himj whom they regarded as 
the Proteftor of their Laws, Liberty, Re- 
ligion and Fortunes. He added, that altho' 
the King was retired from Warfaw^ for his 
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part he r bought himfclf bcmnd in duty to 
continue there, and to watch over the In- 
icrtfts of his Country, which he fhould al- 
ways have at bearL* 

The MarO^al of Great Poland fpoke next. 
He repeated the Reafons wliich had in- 
duced ibat Part of the Republick to enter 
into a Confederacyj and endeavoured to 
fliew that they had not a<Scd like Rebels, 
biit as became a free Nobility, urged to 
Extrerphiea by the continual Violation of 
their Privileges, and the Diforders of the 
Sexo^ Troops, He declared how^ever, chat 
he would continue faithful to the King, 
and begged the Primate would pleafe- to 
propofe fome Method by which their Coun- 
try might be delivered frotn the Dangers 
that thfeatened it, 

Soin« NuncioSi who fpoke afterwards, 
faid» that as the Confederacy contained no- 
thing contrtdiaory to Religion and the 
King's Authority, they had conlented to 
join in it. But others having expreffed 
great Complaints agginft Atigufiu^, and the 
IClai-£hal of the Confederacy htaving faid* 
that wlicn Nature would produce any thing 
great her Motions were ilow> and that it 
was no wonder the Confederacy poceeded 
gradually in its Deliberations, as it was ne- 
cei&ry ,10 fatisfy as well tlie abfent, as 
preienti every body began to perceive the 
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Defign which had been formed for dethron- 
ing Auguftm. But they were fulljr con- 
vinced of it when the Swedip Commif- 
fioners arrived, and prefented a Letter 
from the King of Sweden^ in which he ad- 
vifcd the Aflcmbly to nominate Prince 
James Sobieski^ King of Poland^ and pro- 
mifed to employ all his Forces to fupport 
liim upon the Throne. 

This News raifed great Debates a mongftMMivei 
the Nuncios. But the Primatc^s Authority, '§^'''^^^^ 
his Addrefs in reading Letters publickly, uom 
which brought Advicej that Augufius had 
defired to treat with the King 01 Sweden^ 
without the Republick's participation, the 
hope of refloring the Peace of Polandj and 
the fear of offending the King of Sweden^ 
overcame the Repugnance of the Deputies 
in the oppofition; fo that the Confederacy 
compofed of the Primate, the Bifhop, and 
Palatine oi Pofnania^ the Cartel! an of Plosh^ 
and the Deputies of fcven or eight Pala- 
Hnates^ in an AiTembly held the 14th of _ 
February^ declared King Augujim fallen Amgnjlm 
from all Right and Title to the Crown, for J^J^'^^ 
having violated the Laws and Privileges of from all 
the Nation, which according to the Pa£ia ^'g^^ ^^ 
^Conventa^ was thereby difcharged from all^^ 
Obedience promifed to him. This Relolu- 
tion was confirmed the i8th by a folemn 
Oath- It was alfo decreed, that the Reve- 
nues 
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1704. nucs of the Crown fliould be feized, and 
' the Adherents of Augujlus regarded as Ene- 
mies to their Country. The Primate was 
defined to proclaim the Interregnum, which 
was done accordingly, and a General Diet 
fummoned for the 20th of June^ to pro^ 
ceed to the £le£tioQ of a new King. 
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BOOKS lately puhlifhed and fold 
hyV. Cog kn. 

Til E Intelligencer. 
Omne vafer Vitium ridenti FIaccusamic$ 
Tangit,& admijfuscircumprisecordia ludif. 

Pert 

The fecond Edition, by the Author of a' 
Tale of a Tub, 

The. Con tents. I. The Introdudlion/ IL 
The Inhofpitable Temper of 'Squire JFetber^ 
III. A Vindication of Mr- Gay^ and thc; 
Beggar's Opera. IV. The Folly of Gaming^ 
V. A Defcription of what the World calk 
Difcretioa VI. A Reprefentation of thc 
prefent Condition of Ireland. VII. The 
Charadlers of Corufodes and Eugenio. VIIL 
A Dialogue between Muilinix and Timotiy^ 
IX. Thc Fooliifh Methods of Education a^ 
mong the Nobility* X. T^im and Gaf% Far* 
bles. XI. Propofals in Profe and Verfc for 
an Univerfal View of all the eminent Wri- 
ters on the Scriptures, &c. Xil. S'm Ralph 
the Patriot turned Courtier ^ XIII. Thtf 
Art of StorylTelling. Xiy.'Prcmotbeus's 
Art of Man-making: And the Tale of thc 
T-T-d. XV. The Services the Drapier has 
done his Country, and the Steps taken toruia 
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B&oh lateiy puMifhed^ &c* 

it. XVL The Adventures of the three Bro- 
thers, George, Patrick and Jndrew. XVII. 
Tbc Marks of Ireland^ Poverty^ (hewn to be 
evident Proofs of its Ridies. XVIIL St, jin- 
drew'i Day, &c. Drapief% Birih-Day. XIX- 
The Hardihips of the Irijh being deprived 
of their Silver, and decoyed into Amerind, 
XX • Dean Smedley^ gone to fcekhis Fortune, 
The Fheafanc and the Lark^ a [Fable. 



'M !► 



A Compendious Diftionary of the Fabtt- 
lous Hiftory of Heathen Gods and Heroes; 
Dcfign'd for the more ready Undcrftanding 
of Poets, Paintings and Statues. To vphich 
arc annex'd, References to the fevcral Au- 
chorsy from which their Charadters are ^e- 
duc'd* Peculiarly adapted to the ufe of La-- 
tin and French Schools, and to thofc who 
read or attend Theatrical Enterrainments, 

The Free-Thinker: or Eflays on Igno^ 
lance^ Superftition^ Bigotry^ Enthufiafm^ 
Craft, Gfc. Intermixed with feveral Pieces 
of Wit and Humourf Dclign'd to reftore 
the deluded Part of Mankind to the Ufe of 
Reafon and -Common Senfe. In three Vo- 
lumes. The Second Edition, with comn 
pleat Indexes^ Sapere aude, 
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The Gentleman Farrier. Contaanmg In- 
ftruftions for the Choice, and Direftioiis in 
the Management of Hor&s, dither for 
Draught or Pleafure, on a JourBey or in 
the Stable ; with an Account of their Diftem- 
pers, and Reeeipts for the Cure of them. 
To which is added an Appendix concern- 
ing Dogs, either for the Field or the 
Lap- Wherein their Difeafes are defcrib'd, 
and the means to cure them. The Horfe 
Receipts by his late Grace of Devonjhire^ 
Earl of Orrery^ Lord Carkt$% Sir Jobn 
Packingtm^ General Seymour^ Partmati S^jh 
mour, Efq; Jam^s Nkbolfon^ Efqj - ^ '"* » ■ 
"fhrnton^ Efq; o£ Bkxbam^ &c. 

bliftied by the Direction of a Perfon of 
ity. The Third Edition^ very mwh 
sfted and Enlarged, 

The Life of M^hnmei^ Tmnflated frona 
tfoit French Original by the Count of Bm^ 
lain Viiliers^ Author of the Prefent State 
of France^ and of the Hiftorital Memoiri 
tbereta fubjoined* 

"'tis true Compofmg is the Nobler Pari, 
Bui good TrmJlMtion is m edfy Art. 
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A Demonflrration of the Will of God, by 
the Light of Nature, in eight Difcourfesj 
Containing, iji An Enquiry into the Ori- 
gin and Conilitution of Man, the Powers 
of Matter and the Being of Cod. ±d. A 
Arther Enquiry into the Being of God, with 
-aDifcourfeonhis Attributes, 3^, ADemon^ 
ftrationof the Eternity of Matter, witha De- 
finition of infinite Space and finite Space. 4/^, 
An Enquiry into the Immortality of the Soul, 
and a future State* ^tk A Difcourfe on 
Liberty and Neceflity, and fome Obfervati" 
ons on the Ufe and Abufc of the Paflions. 
6tk A Phyiical Enquiry into the Origin 
of Evil, in which Fredom of Will is far- 
ther Dcmonftrated, jtb A Difcourfe on 
God> Providence and Nature, (lie wing the 
frequent Mifapplications of thefe Words^ 
and the Ideas which fhould be anncx*d to 
them. Btk An Enquiry into Beauty and 
Perfeftion, with a Diftinftion betwixt Bene- 
volence and Self-love, and a Defence of 
the Doiflrinc of the Stoicks againft Pretcn^ 
fions to Revelation, To which is prcfix*d. 
An Introduftion fhewing the Neceffity of 
enquiring after Truth, with an Examinati- 
on into the Foundation of Error, 
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